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Ik Communi,,· Round Table and Pre Hearing Cnnfercnc,," 

Mr. BaIT)'. 
The IJakn- Lak~ Hunters and l"I1IPP':rs OrganiZlltion panidp;II,-d in the Num!'"ut hnpatt 
Rn'ie"\" Board's comntunil~ roundtable and pre bearing confcrence for AREVA's 
pmpos~ Kigg3\"ik uranium project. ~ HTO would like 10 e"pn-ss scveral eom.:ents 
\\ilb the slructure of i1lo."'SC mO:-O:lings. 
During the meelings.. tocl"lRB Slaled thallhe purpose of the community round lllbic WIl$ 

10 h,"31 community concems. lind to ~e if ~ommuni ties oppo5CI.I or supportcrl AREVA's 
propos3.i. IIo"c\"er. the HTO is conceTTk"d lhal the strotlure of the mC"etings resuhc-d in II 
hill~ discussKln. so tile- NIRB ma~' oot ha.\"~ an aL'Curote pictuJ"c, of what the comrnunit~ 
f.:els about AREVA's pro~l. 
The meetings wen: held in lhe spring. "hen m3n~' families from Baker Lake are busy 
lishin.!:"!. lind PR"~ring dried fish and dried meal OUI al their ('"..Imps. nle mectinp ""Cre 

also m~ll~ held during working hours. Many people" ho work fuil limc or depend on 
fish and caribou did nol ancnd tbe mn"1ings. Th<: KIRR did oot hear their pcrspo:cti\"(~5. 
The time allotted fOl" commUnil} qUC"l;tions was also vcr} tight. Some communil) 
members .... "("1"(' able to domi!l.1tc the floor. speaking m:lOy times. Ilhile ntan~ other.! lIere 
Ilr\'cr given an opportunil~ to speal.. 
~ fomal of the l-ontmunit~ roundtable was ulso an isslK'. Communit~· mcmbc-rs Wcf(' 
told t() ask questions to AREVA. AREV 1\ ans"cred que~lions and responded to oonc~ms 
likc an~ mining company would. The~ loki people nO! to worry. that the~" d Wc l:".Ire of 
any problems.. and reassured liS thai e\'cr}lhing llould be ol. The l\IRLl sta1Twus presem. 
as were many intcT\'cning panies. bUl t~· mostly stll~ed 0111 of the diSC US5ion. as thc~· 
were !1C\'cr callcrl upun. 



As a result. AREVA'5 stan' was I ... ft to guide the discussion. and was allowedtu ste.::r 11K­
conversation in a \"e~' pl»iti' e uirt'c ti on. r>.-1any I.nuit ill lJaker Lake hav~ cumplainoo that 
they do not feel comfonable "oieing coocerns directly 10 lhc mining imiu>If)'. T1It-y fe<.-I 
intimidmed to voice opposition. because AREVA 's slaff of ' cxpens' provide ans""e!!; that 
make th ~m It>el stupid for opposing AREV A. These "'Xp<.'11S:lfe well coached in public 
speaking. ami are trnincllo mlk circles around the rest ofus. 
If the intervening groups ,u'n;' allowed to pan icipate man! . the conversut ion rna\' ha'"t" 
been q ui te dilTen:nl. In;;t(.'ad of having community mcmbers ask A R EVA (jut'Stiolls. 
COmmlllli t)· memb.-rs could ha' c h3d a day \0 discuss Iht'ir toncerns with the inteTvening 
groups. They could have had the OPll'lrl un ity to ask tltes.: groups if the y ilgr<,e with 
.-\REVA·s assessment. and iflhe imen'ening groups thought AREVA's promises of jobs 
and envi ronmental protection WCIT possible. This would have gi,en th .:: community a 
chanc e to discuss their cone<>TOS with indcpendcnt panics lhal have rev iewed AREV A's 
proposal. It also ,,"Quid ha.e resulwd in a much marc critical discussion of "hat AREV A 
IS proposlIlg. 
Th~ community has had many oppo!1uni ti ~s to discuss thcir conccrns d irect ly \\ith 
AREV A. As ,\REVA said in th~i r pr~se ntatinn. th ... y havc already held hundr~d~ of 
'community ... ng~gcmcm c"ems' since thcy came into R~~er Lake. In 1\ way. the 
comm unity rnund mol<:- en<k'd up being ~ nolh~r communit~ ~ng3g~mc llt oPpo!1unilY for 
AREVA. 
While community members did have ~Il opportunity 10 m;k qUl'$tions \0 the intcn'ellCT 
groups duri ng the PI"" h~aring conference . the pro: hearing conference was w ry rushed 
and there wa:; very lillie tilOC lor community questions and concerns to be di scussed. 
Some community member"s have also become vcry disheanened. becaus~ they have 
shared the ir concerns and 5OfT1ctim,,~ opposition many times befon!. but it do<:s not "'-""m 
10 have had any effect. Some p.:opk f,,~ l th<') ' , 'c b..."ffi -consulted to death"' on this topic. 
and thut the process will continue to move along no mauer "hal they say. After almllSl 
eight )"~ars or sharing concerns and oppos ition. m~ny propk ar ... wonder ing what the 
point is in ~pt:aking OUI at mcclings. 
Due to th ~s~ issu..'S. the HTO is concerned thm lh~ NIRR b'Ot a \"Cry inuccurate view of 
lhc communi t,'s p"rspecli,",~ on AREVA' s prolX'sal. ~Iany n:sid~nts o f Ba~er Lak<' arc 
stil l opposed to mining uron ium al Ki ggavik. As lhc Baker Lake l ITO ~uggesled in our 
presentation to the pre hearing conf~renc~ . a public ,ot~ is the only th i ng that could 
accuratel y dctcmlinc how the majori ty o r lhe tommunily f ... .:Is about AREVA' s pTOpUSOII. 

Sincerely. 

oe 
Chairper~on 

Cc: Joseph Aupalukn"l- Mayor Rah r I.ake Hamlet Council 
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