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NEWS RELEASE 
 

NIRB File No.: 09MN003 
 
Nunavut Impact Review Board Issues Final Hearing Report Following Review of AREVA 
Resources Canada Incorporated’s “Kiggavik Uranium Mine” Project 
  
CAMBRIDGE BAY, NU – May 8, 2015 – The Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or the Board) 
has completed its review of AREVA Resources Canada Incorporated’s (AREVA) “Kiggavik 
Uranium Mine” Project (the Kiggavik Project or Project) and submitted its Final Hearing Report, 
including recommendations, to the federal Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 
Development and associated responsible Ministers for their review and decision.   
 
After a thorough review of the potential ecosystemic and socio-economic impacts of the 
proposed Project, the Board has concluded that the Kiggavik Uranium Mine Project should not 
proceed at this time. The Kiggavik Project as presented has no definite start date or 
development schedule. The Board found that this adversely affected the weight and confidence 
which it could give to assessments of future ecosystemic and socio-economic effects. 
 
The Kiggavik Uranium Mine Project consists of the proposed construction, operation, closure, 
and reclamation of a uranium ore mining and milling operation approximately 80 km west of 
Baker Lake, in the Kivalliq Region of Nunavut.  Mineral deposits at the Kiggavik and Sissons sites 
(located approximately 17 km apart) would be accessed using both open pit and underground 
mining methods, with the two sites connected by a mine haul road.  A mill and related facilities, 
main accommodations for Project personnel, and a landing strip would be located at the 
Kiggavik site.  The uranium product (yellowcake) would be packaged into barrels at the Kiggavik 
site and transported via aircraft to Points North, Saskatchewan, and onward to ground 
transportation networks in southern Canada.  The Project would be resupplied annually during 
the open water season using a purpose-built dock and fuel storage facility in Baker Lake, with 
Project materials transported from the dock facility in Baker Lake to the Kiggavik and Sissons 
sites using a winter access road, AREVA’s preferred road alternative.    
 
An assessment of the Project was initiated by the NIRB following release of a positive 
conformity determination by the Nunavut Planning Commission on January 16, 2009.  Since 
that time, the Project has progressed through the NIRB’s Screening and Review processes under 
Article 12 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA), with numerous community visits, 
information sessions, technical meetings and opportunities for the public and interested parties 
to participate and provide their input to the Board, leading to a Final Hearing in Baker Lake, 
March 3-14, 2015.   
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In completing the Board’s Review of the Project, the NIRB considered the information 
contained within the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Statements filed by AREVA 
Resources Canada Incorporated, as well as the substantial written comments, information 
requests and final written submissions filed by federal, territorial and local governments, 
designated Inuit organizations and members of the public throughout the course of the Review.  
The NIRB also carefully considered comments, evidence and advice from community 
representatives, members of the public and formal intervenors throughout the Review, 
including hearing from the many individuals who appeared on the record during the two weeks 
of the Board’s Final Hearing in Baker Lake, Nunavut.   
 
The Final Hearing Report, which includes an executive summary, is available from the NIRB 
public registry at the following location:  
 
http://ftp.nirb.ca/02-REVIEWS/ACTIVE%20REVIEWS/09MN003-AREVA%20KIGGAVIK/2-
REVIEW/11-FINAL%20HEARING%20DECISION/  
 
The Board’s report offers the following observations which, should AREVA choose to resubmit 
the Project in future, will assist the NIRB to ensure that an assessment which meets the 
requirements of Article 12 of the NLCA can be undertaken: 

 development of Inuit languages applicable to uranium and uranium mining by the Inuit 
Language Authority;  

 development of further baseline information respecting caribou population trends, as 
well as baseline information pertinent to the prediction of project activities upon fish 
and marine wildlife populations of significance to the residents and communities of the 
Nunavut Settlement Area;  

 advancement of educational programs which would enable Inuit to be qualified for, and 
so to take advantage of, employment opportunities associated with uranium mining 
beyond limited entry level positions; and 

 monitoring programs which can fully demonstrate to the residents and communities of 
the Nunavut Settlement Area that their reliance on caribou, fish and marine wildlife as a 
source of food remains untainted by industrial development of uranium in the region. 

 
During the Board’s assessment of the Project, the Board benefitted enormously from all those 
participants who shared their experiences, knowledge and Inuit Qaujimaningit with the Board.  
The NIRB is grateful to all who contributed over the past five years to the Board’s Review, and 
the Final Hearing Report and associated recommendations reflect these vital contributions to 
our process.  
 
If the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development accepts the NIRB’s report and 
agrees with the Board’s conclusion that the Kiggavik Project should not proceed at this time, 
this does not mean that this Project should not proceed at any time.  The Board intends that 

http://ftp.nirb.ca/02-REVIEWS/ACTIVE%20REVIEWS/09MN003-AREVA%20KIGGAVIK/2-REVIEW/11-FINAL%20HEARING%20DECISION/
http://ftp.nirb.ca/02-REVIEWS/ACTIVE%20REVIEWS/09MN003-AREVA%20KIGGAVIK/2-REVIEW/11-FINAL%20HEARING%20DECISION/
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the Kiggavik Project may be resubmitted for consideration at such future time when increased 
certainty regarding the project start date can be provided, and so enable the Board to make 
more definite and confident assessments having regard to the enduring significance of caribou, 
fish and marine wildlife for Nunavummiut. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Copland 
Chairperson 
Nunavut Impact Review Board 
 
 
 
For more information, the media may contact: Ryan Barry, Executive Director 

Nunavut Impact Review Board 
1-866-233-3033 or rbarry@nirb.ca  

mailto:rbarry@nirb.ca
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Le 8 mai 2015 

L’honorable Bernard Valcourt 
Ministre des Affaires autochtones et du développement du Nord 
10 Wellington, 21ème étage 
Gatineau, Qc 
K1A 0H4 
 

Envoyé par courriel et par courrier : bernard.valcourt@parl.gc.ca; minister@aandc.gc.ca 
 

Objet:  Rapport de l’audience finale de la Commission du Nunavut chargée de l’examen des 

répercussions relative à l’évaluation de la proposition de projet de « mine d’uranium 

Kiggavik » d’AREVA Resources Canada. 

Monsieur le Ministre,  

Tel que requis au paragraphe 12.5.6 de l’Accord sur les revendications territoriales du Nunavut (ARTN), 

je vous prie de trouver ci-joint le rapport de l’audience finale de la Commission du Nunavut chargée de 

l’examen des répercussions relative à l’évaluation du projet de mine d’uranium Kiggavik d’AREVA 

Resources Canada, no. De dossier 09MN003 de la CNER.   Suite à son évaluation des éventuels effets 

écosystémiques et socioéconomiques du projet Kiggavik, incluse dans ce rapport de l’audience finale, la 

Commission a décidé de ne pas en autoriser actuellement la réalisation.  Cela n’implique pas que le 

projet ne pourra pas aller de l’avant à l’avenir.  Elle estime  que la proposition pourra être à nouveau 

soumise lorsque la date de démarrage sera fixée avec plus de certitude.  La Commission pourra alors  

évaluer de manière plus définitive et plus notable, les éventuelles répercussions écosystémiques et 

socioéconomiques de ce projet sur l’importance durable des effectifs de caribous, poissons et 

mammifères marins pour les Nunavummiut, ainsi que les éventuels effets spécifiques et cumulatifs  du 

projet que pourraient subir ces derniers.  La Commission vous soumet des recommandations quant aux 

mesures qui pourraient l’aider à examiner toute future proposition dudit projet.   

Des versions française et Inuktitut de ce rapport de l’audience finale seront préparées le plus tôt 

possible et seront publiquement disponibles.  N’hésitez pas à contacter la soussignée par écrit en cas de 

questions à ce sujet. 

  

mailto:bernard.valcourt@parl.gc.ca
mailto:minister@aandc.gc.ca


Veuillez agréer,  monsieur le Ministre, l’expression de mes sentiments les meilleurs. 

 
 
Elizabeth Copland 
Présidente 
Commission du Nunavut chargée de l’examen des répercussions 
 
 
Cc :   L’honorable Gail Shea, ministre des Pêches et océans, GC 
 L’honorable Greg Rickford, ministre des Ressources naturelles, GC 
 L’honorable Lisa Raitt, ministre des Transports, GC 
 L’honorable Leona Aglukkaq, députée fédérale du Nunavut 
 Cathy Towtongie, présidente de la Fédération de Tungavik du Nunavut 
 David Ningeonan, président de la Kivalliq Inuit Association 
 L’honorable Peter Taptuna, Premier Ministre du Nunavut 

L’honorable Johnny Mike, ministre des Services communautaires et gouvernementaux du 
Nunavut 
Diane Martens, AREVA Resources Canada Inc. 
Tammy Van Lambalgen, AREVA Resources Canada Inc. 
Liste de distribution Kiggavik 

  
   


