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MEADOWBANK

NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

Agnico Eagle currently places all tailings at the Meadowbank Mine in the Meadowbank Tailings Storage
Facility (within the former Second Portage Lake northwest dewatered arm), where tailings have been
deposited sub-aerially as slurry and water from the ponds reclaimed during operation. Since mining
began, Agnico Eagle has continued to evaluate alternative options for tailings deposition, in order to
ensure that best practices are followed and to ensure appropriate long term planning to optimize the site
footprint. In 2016, the Meadowbank Dike Review Board (the "MDRB"), an Independent Geotechnical
Expert Review Panel established in accordance with Type A Water Licence No: 2AM-MEA1526,
supported the use of early in-pit tailings disposal as an appropriate alternative in addition to current
practices at Meadowbank Mine. Specifically, in-pit disposal of tailings has advantages with respect to
health and safety, quality of life, water, air, capital cost, technology, natural hazards and adaptability. The
MDRB accepted that in-pit disposal would be recognized as the best available technology. As a result,
Agnico Eagle is now proposing to dispose of tailings in three pits, Portage Pit A, Portage Pit E, and
Goose Pit, all within the footprint of the assessed and approved Meadowbank Mine. The In-pit tailings
disposal in the Portage and Goose pits will not increase the project footprint, and will occur entirely within
existing pits that have already been impacted by ore extraction. This method of tailings disposal will
require the continued use of various existing project components, including the following: « pits and dikes
to segregate operations from Third Portage Lake and Second Portage Lake; « the reclaim water barge; *
the tailings deposition barge; ¢ the reclaim water treatment plant; and ¢ tailings thickener (this is under
evaluation). The modification will also require an extension of the slurry and reclaim water piping. Agnico
Eagle confirms that based on its engagements to date, its understanding is that this modification can
proceed in accordance with existing approvals.



