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COVER LETTER
NIRB File No.: 03MN107
August 30, 2006

Honourable Jim Prentice

Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and
Non-Status Indians

Terrasses del la Chaudiére

10 Wellington, North Tower

Gatineau, Quebec

K1A 0H4

By Courier and Email
RE:  Final Hearing Report for the Meadowbank Gold Project
Dear Minister Prentice;

Please find enclosed the above cited report by the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) issued
to you pursuant to Section 12.5.6 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA). The report
contains an assessment of the Meadowbank Gold Project (the Project) and its impacts and
determines that the Project should proceed. NIRB has proposed Terms and Conditions for the
Project which reflect its objectives set out in Section 12.2.5 of the NLCA.

In accordance with Section 12.5.7 of the NLCA, your approval and decision is required.
Translated versions of the report are being prepared in Inuktitut and French, and will be available
as soon as possible. Please contact the undersigned in writing should you have any questions

regarding the matter.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Copland
Acting Chair

c.c. Mr. Kerry Curtis, Cumberland Resources Ltd.
Meadowbank Distribution List
NIRB Public Registry

B
Nunavut Impact Review Board — August 2006 iii



Final Hearing Report for the Meadowbank Gold Project
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Project Proponent: =~ Cumberland Resources Ltd.
Suite 950 — 505 Burrard Street
Box 72, One Bentall Centre
Vancouver, B.C.
V7X 1M4

Telephone: (604) 608-2557

Facsimile: (604) 608-2559

Email: info(@cumberlandresources.ca
Website: ~ www.cumberlandresources.com

Project Description Received:
March 31, 2003

Dates of Hearings: ~ Day 1: March 27, 2006, Baker Lake, NU.
Day 2: March 28, 2006, Baker Lake, NU.
Day 3: March 29, 2006, Baker Lake, NU.
Day 4: March 30, 2006, Chestefield Inlet, NU.
Day 5: March 31, 2006, Rankin Inlet, NU.

Members Present: Elizabeth Copland, Acting Chair
Mary Avalak
Peter Paneak
Lucassie Arragutainaq

Albert Ehaloak
Peter Akkikungnan
Board Staff: Executive Director: S. Briscoe, B.A.
Technical Advisor: K. Tunaley, B. Eng., MIT
Technical Advisor: S. Lines. P.Biol., DEIA
Technical Advisor/
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Hearing Coordinator: L. Payette, B.Sc.
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Manager of Env. Admin.:  G. Joudrey
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NIRB Legal Counsel: W.A. Tilleman, Q.C.

Court Reporter: A. Jones, (DICTA Court Reporting)

! Peter Akkikungnaq sat with the Board at the Hearing, but his term as a member of NIRB expired after the
Hearing closed, but before the Decision was made.
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CHAIRPERSON’S FOREWORD

This report is prepared for the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada pursuant
to Article 12 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. However, it is also intended for the
diverse group of interested persons who participated in the Part 5 Review process and
will be translated for a broader audience accordingly.

The Board would like to thank all those who provided expert advice, traditional
knowledge, and who shared their support and/or concerns for the Project. With this input
the Board was able to make an informed decision recommending that this Project proceed
to the regulatory stage, subject to the Terms and Conditions included in this report.

NIRB would also like to thank Cumberland Resources Ltd. for their cooperation during
this process, and expects that such cooperation will continue with NIRB and the
regulators in the future.

As development in Nunavut continues to expand, NIRB is confident that the future well-
being of Nunavut residents and their land, water and resources, can be protected through
a thorough impact assessment process. The success of this Part 5 Review is indicative of
NIRB’s capacity and determination to meet those objectives, and the Board thanks Indian
and Northern Affairs Canada for its funding and support. NIRB hopes for the continued
participation and cooperation of all parties in the impact assessment process in Nunavut.

Finally, I would like to thank the Board and Board staff for their effort throughout the
process.

Kind Regards,

Elizabeth Copland
Acting Chair

——
N "
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pursuant to the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (“NLCA”), the function of the Nunavut
Impact Review Board (the “Board™) is to assess the extent of the environmental and
socio-economic impacts of the Meadowbank Gold Project proposal, and to recommend to
the Minister whether the Project should proceed, and if so, under what Terms and
Conditions. In carrying out this function, the primary objective by law is at all times to
protect and promote the existing and future well-being of the residents and communities
of Nunavut and the protection of Nunavut’s ecosystemic integrity.

In the case of Cumberland Resources Ltd., and its Meadowbank Gold Project proposal,
the Board held its Final Hearing in March 2006 in the communities of Baker Lake,
Chesterfield Inlet and Rankin Inlet. The Board heard from members of each community
and input was received from Elders, Hamlet representatives, both the federal and
territorial governments and an independent consultant.

Section 12.5.5 of the NLCA requires the Board to take into account all matters relevant to
its mandate. In accordance with the burden of proof upon Proponents, it is Cumberland
Resources Ltd’s obligation, as the beneficiary of the application, to ensure the
information necessary for the Board to conduct a full review of the matters relevant to its
mandate is before the Board. The Board cannot delegate its mandate to assess the
interrelated and interdependent matters in its mandate to regulatory bodies that are
typically mandated to focus on one specific aspect of the environment. The Board must
be satisfied that it has evaluated the significance of the adverse impacts of the
Meadowbank Gold Project on the basis of the information before us. Moreover, the very
nature of environmental assessment requires the Board to consider these impacts early in
the life of the project.

For these reasons, the Board required additional information from Cumberland over the
course of the environmental assessment, including written submissions on issues that
were outstanding following the Final Hearing. The Final Hearing record closed on July
28, 2006. Without this additional information the Board was not in a position to make a
positive decision to the Minister under section 12.5.6(c) of the NLCA.

In ultimately reaching a positive decision to the Minister under section 12.5.6(c) of the
NLCA for this Project, the Board considered the many commitments made by
Cumberland Resources Ltd. during the Final Hearing and prior to the closing of the
record. Many of the concerns of regulators involved in this review have been addressed
by these commitments and through requests by regulators for Terms and Conditions in
the NIRB Project Certificate. The Board relies on the fulfillment of the commitments
made by Cumberland Resources Ltd., and a further lengthy list of Terms and Conditions
necessary to ensure information gaps are filled on a timely basis, in determining that the
environmental and socio-economic impacts of the Meadowbank Gold Project can be
mitigated.

L
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Accordingly, the Board recommends to the Minister that the Meadowbank Gold Project
be approved and proceed to the regulatory phase. This recommendation is subject to the

86 Terms and Conditions, including the requirement to fulfill commitments made during
the Final Hearing, contained in this report.

ho
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - INUKTITUT
DNLbNSe o Ad /LS

Lc®DC LclSo® 0a 2T 0a CPCHILIC 4+ PPNNJS, > J*aP>N*NC 0a ¢
ARNC NN bOALANCC SPIPJ*a PN N AN ~NNo® <L AodS o*Lo®
Pa DN NPN B UNa® DL I>®NSQ eI Joob Acrédbh® DbvJG |C
Lo DNSIPLY N TovCIS AcndbSDILE® bd?P<SbGHSL L%, I A
berCCo<d%<C, GPe/La<SLCH Sbose DPcP>YLLDLA ®IC | eCP>SdYC,
b</JNNY2Q GLeC*NC CLDL L IP>c CPUNPNE, APNCD <L D>Se/L<C
LcLSeNJS Lc®DC Sh L% N> NS ALy ARCCPNNC 2o AR c<IN.o¢
ADCPHRIC QL5 ¢DodN*UNC LPLY<IPNENC Clo oa.c™.of <L
alTPIA*a 0 oac™o0t 0a 2 Lo \>UYDP]bLC 0a. 2T dRCH D¢
0aM>CE ASGeIL*NCIC ADSbABIC

>dd ANNPY*NC oo ¢ Cumberland Resources Ltd.-d¢, <L C'Rao
L>BNA®IM JOCNAPNT® ACnAPNDILESe DbJGse  bNLAC PyJec<Se /P
bNLNSYN=5NE PR LY 2006-T° Ddao oaca® SbLa®d<, At L%,
b NPT, bNLAC Ac P/ C pac™o® Ado® <tL> Ac P>SbCNC
A®aDBAS, oa o> HiLc bd®a® PLLSeIeC CLPPov > ANC LLbd* Mg
baCP>< <AL 0a D€ L5 A*PdS AbJZANC PLeDeNC Ac D>INC,

>dNda. ASdYSNJC Section 12.5.5-d€ 0a. 2T 0a CPCPHLIC > PN*NPCNJC
<IDNNP<EBELC bNLAC ARNccLo® ASdYSEdNJS Ad*a >NIMJC ALAC*ULHLC
LcUAS DS IPNPPC™NC GSPe/LyNJC 0a. 2T 0a CPCHILIC C*PN*NCNJC,
>d< Cumberland Resource Ltd-d¢ dDNLA<SbLLC, @ *oSbtLC Dv/SIJC,
DA PNPBLLC DNLPNa® AP Mo bNLAC > CPJNeR* g
PUSTeCShCN®a Nt C*NeN=HNC SPISPLENT*MC bNLAC, bNLAC
D7 b MO AX*a DNITJC SPIPoNP Sb.odA%a 5 dbDa eC®NLALTHN®
A/<JE AN o Ao DN P CdLdo® <t <IDNc®N/N<sbsNe

Mo Plryb<InoN® AP ot b odA*Q ™ A% PNIMJC ASdyaen’™~No*LLo®
bI/JCD> ATt ASHLe<qeNJC A% >NPdC RN NN OVLIE CbD <
ANCPNONC bNLAC oMy ob Sd A ASbEe SPrspP<c™Ne
ALLA PG HSLAUC ASGATDRNE ANC <I>SNASIN Joo AL
DA% P®NCE DNLANE KL% bNLAS, Ac, ANCD cn*oP>h<C
AN TS I*LIC SPIPNA™NC bNLAC Sbo®IPNEN*NC ASGAGD>LIC
PO ab APICN®N“HNC AT

Ld<d ARNPLLPS, bNLAC AP n<btLC Ac DNULPho® Ddo™L oo o®
Cumberland-d®o® SPIPYDNHNC ALR/NN"<NE, AcSbNHONC J“cb/LJo®
oD o® ANCPINC PYUSoDILLC CAS Lo bNLNSYN“DHNC

A P®YLIBEN DY P/ >NdIC, P <L A N5/ LIbcN 5
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Qe b/LINJC DedqseC>INCE DRa Jc A 28, 2006-T. Cbd<d AcPcP>NN<ES
DNLENE APLN<KNC bNLAC Sbo%™IP%a ¥ LLC CYRNA%Q St IDNTSbP*a g
Sb_o®IPNYN*Lo® [o"CP>< Lcb®NJC BSa section 12.5.6(c) 0a 2

0a CPCP>ILNC G*MPN*NCNJC,

PJs LJC NPB>NEKC <*PPNE IDNTbGLIa® Sbo®IPNEN*LJC Mo CP< DSa
LcLsNJC section 12.5.6(c) 0a. 2T 0a CPCHILIC <> PN*NCNJC CL*L>LLIC
ACLAPNIS, bNLAE AALPNSDPNShe DSLC MAO0b GSPelLL Mgt >d<
Cumberland

Resources Ltd.-d€ bNLNSHNC PxJc<e/>NPIC ac N<®/LIbNHd <o
Y25 JC LIYDe PPN Nt e b/LINJC. AM<dADAS ALLONSSHRA\ e
ASILcPD>NC ACDINE ARNSHELLC CY2*L*LNC SPISPY>N<5NC IDNSIde >SLC
QL D8YGse NG ASdycDNC LebCDSdL Mo DPc D>/l 5Ne
DSb>/cD®YL 5N Lbbh Mot 5P/l Mo 00 D¢ IRNcnrt bNLANCC
AR*a PNSBENC®LNCE AcCnD<NPNLJC, bNLAC PY<do IDNNS/LYSLC
ADONyAd o DN <C P/<lo >d< Cumberland Resources Ltd.-d€,
Lo Ac ACSBHLC CPA LYo DCHSdy*Mg® DPc>o/Ldo®

Do/ D>UYLNC NS I b?LINJC CLedd PUSoPLLC AcPc>NN<e<S
SH*LD>CGASKE IDCPSBECPLST<®eDC, PPasINC RN oS *LLC <Ll

Ao/5 6L Pa DLEND>NEN 6VLLE I>SNASI Joo® AcnédbhIC

<. PCPR*@ eDC AGAHLdaC.

ALAC*USa® ANNES, bNLAS DCP>SdYMa® Do/l MovCIC DRo
L>BNA®IN Joab Acrnédbh® I*PwCP>SdeH5d <L be?SsdoNe NP>NoON®
ASdycD>eNedNJc IDNJ*asoNe, Bd<d DNy Ne A<NEC Ldo™L 86-0®
DPcPSo/Ldot ALy LN Mo DShD>ZcD®/LYa®, AcSbeNeoNe
DNPAMeo® LeY<soNe IDNJLYLY T o <1SPPLc DI bNLN<oNe
PrJec<se/D>NIC A c NS/ >N d, Cedd AcPcPNALLC Ddo*L DNLPA .o,
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