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Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO) Mandate & Legislation

• The mandate of the Fish and Fish Habitat 
Protection Program is to protect all fish and 
fish habitat in Canada

• Fisheries Act Sections 34.4 and 35
o Prohibit the death of fish and harmful 

alteration, disruption or destruction of 
fish habitat (HADD)

• Species at Risk Act – protect, recover, and 
conserve all listed aquatic species

• Fisheries Act Authorization
o Allows death of fish or HADD (with 

conditions)

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖏᑦ
ᒪᓕᒐᖏᓪᓗ

• ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓇᔪᒐᖏᑦ ᓴᐳᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖓᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᒫᓂᒃ ᓇᔪᒐᖏᓐᓂᒡᓗ 
ᑲᓇᑕᓕᒫᒥ

• ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᖅ ᐃᓚᖓ 34.4 ᐊᒻᒪ 35
o ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᑐᖁᕋᖅᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᓗᒋᑦ 

ᓱᕋᒃᑎᖅᑕᐅᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᓗᒍᓗ, ᐸᒡᕕᓵᖅᑕᐅᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᓗᒍ, 
ᓱᕋᒃᑎᖅᑕᐅᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᓗᒍᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᓂᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᑦ (HADD)

• ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖕᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᖅᑐᒦᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᖅ − 
ᐅᔾᔨᖅᓱᑦᑎᐊᕆᑦ, ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓗᓯ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᒡᓗᓯ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐅᖅᓱᐊᕐᓗᒋᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᑦ  

• ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖅ
o ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᑐᖁᕋᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ HADD 

(ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂᑦ)



WL Amendment – DFO Technical Comments
WL−ᒧᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ − ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᑦ

• Request for a Type A Water License 
Amendment for Agnico Eagle’s (AEM) 
Meliadine Mine Project

• DFO completed a technical review focused 
on concerns related to fish and fish habitat

• 4 technical comments were submitted by 
DFO

•  ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖓ A ᐃᒪᕐᒧᑦ ᓚᐃᓴᓐᓯᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒡᓃᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ ᒪᑕᓖᓐ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ (AEM) ᒪᑕᓖᓐ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒧᑦ

• ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓂᒃ 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓂᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ

• ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓂᒃ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᓂᒃ



Comment # DFO TRC-01

Model the discharge rates of the Meliadine 
Lake Main Outflow and West Outflow.

• Both Operational and Closure
Compare the results to DFO’s Framework for 
Assessing Ecological Flow Requirements to 
Support Fisheries in Canada.

Status: Partially Resolved
• Modeling requires updating for 

instantaneous flows.
• If impacts are greater than 10%, then the 

activity will require DFO review.

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᖅ # ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ TRC-01

ᐊᑐᕐᓗᒍ ᑯᕕᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᒪᑕᓖᓐ ᑕᓯᖓᓂ ᑯᕕᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᖓᖕᓇᖓᓂ ᑯᕕᔪᖅ.

• ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᑐᓯᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᙵᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐊᕙᑎᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐃᖏᕋᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ.

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᖓ: ᐃᓚᐃᓐᓇᖓ ᐋᖅᑭᑦᑐᖅ
• ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᔪᓕᐅᕆᓂᖅ ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᖅ 

ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓯᑲᐅᑎᒋᔪᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒍ.
• ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᑦ 10% ᐅᖓᑖᓃᑉᐸᑕ, ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ 

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᕋᔭᖅᑐᖅ



Comment # DFO TRC-02

Requested that hydraulic modeling factor in 
ice formation during winter.
Compare water use and lake volume to the 
DFO Protocol for Winter Water Withdrawal 
from Ice-covered Waterbodies in the 
Northwest Territories and Nunavut.

Status: Resolved
• Information provided.

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᖅ # ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ TRC-02

ᐊᐱᕆᔪᖅ ᐃᒪᐅᑉ ᐊᐅᓚᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᔪᓕᐅᕆᓂᖅ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓗᓂ ᓯᑯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ.
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᒪᐅᑉ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓ ᑕᓯᕐᓗ ᐊᖏᑎᒋᓂᖓ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᒪᓕᒋᐊᓕᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐲᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓯᑯᖃᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᑕᓯᕐᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᓗ.

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓕᕐᓂᖏᑦ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᖅ
• ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒐᒃᓴᑦ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᕈᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ.



Comment # DFO TRC-03

Provide a Hydrology Monitoring Plan 
including:

• Where and when data is collected,
• How it will be analyzed and reported, 
• Include reference to DFO guidelines.

Status: Unresolved
• AEM does not think this is required at 

this stage.
• DFO believes a written 

Plan will provide consistency, 
transparency, and reliability to the 
monitoring currently in progress.

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᖅ # ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ TRC-03

ᐱᑎᑦᑎᔪᖃᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᕙᒌᔭᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐃᓚᖃᕐᓗᓂ:

• ᓇᓂ ᖃᖓᓗ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᑕ,

• ᖃᓄᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᑕ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑲᐅᓯᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᑕᓗ, 

• ᐃᓚᓕᐅᑎᓗᒋᓪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᕕᒃᓴᑦ 
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔾᔪᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ.

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓕᕐᓂᖏᑦ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᖅ
• ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᒫᓐᓇ 

ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕋᓱᒋᙱᓪᓗᑎᒃ.
• ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᕗᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ 

ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖃᖅᐸᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᒡᔫᒥᓂᖅᓴᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ, 
ᑐᑭᓯᓇᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓗᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓗᓂ.



Comment # DFO TRC-04

Prior to pit back-flooding, AEM to consult with 
DFO regarding the need for a Fisheries Act 
Authorization.

Status: Resolved
• AEM agreed to consult with DFO prior 

to commencing pit back-flooding 
activities.

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᖅ # ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ TRC-04

ᐃᓗᑦᑐᖅᑎᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᐃᒻᒥᖅᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᖓᓂ, ᐊᒡᓂᑯ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᑖᕆᐊᖃᕐᒪᖔᑕ.

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓕᕐᓂᖏᑦ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᖅ
• ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᖅᑎᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐊᖏᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓗᑦᑐᖅᑎᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ ᐃᒻᒥᖅᓱᐃᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓂᒃ.



Questions & Feedback
ᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᐅᔭᐅᔪᑦ

Fisheries and Oceans Canada - Arctic Region
Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ - ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖅ
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓇᔪᒐᖏᑦ 
ᓴᐳᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖅ

Email/ᐃᕐᖐᓈᖅᑕᐅᑦ : Derek.Donald@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Thank you
ᓇᑯᕐᒦᒃ


