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For Nunavut Water Board’s Public Hearing on
Agnico Eagle Mines Ltd’s Application to Amend its
Type A Water Licence for Meliadine Mine
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Role of Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (NTI)
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NTI Supports Kivallig Inuit Association’s Hearing Submissions
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NTI Supports Kivallig Inuit Association’s Hearing Submissions

1. KiviA Comment 6

NTI appreciates AEM’s new proposed commitment in
the draft Water Licence (Part F, section 4) to limit the
annual discharge of treated effluent into Meliadine
Lake.

Similarly, NTI supports KivlA’s call for a new Licence
term that AEM will under no circumstances
discharge underground saline groundwater to
Meliadine Lake. This AEM commitment to KivIlA
related to protecting water quality in Meliadine Lake
is fundamental. It should be an explicit obligation in
the NWB’s main authorization for Meliadine Mine. As
a Licence term, it will be legally enforceable, less
easily amended than a management plan
commitment, and prominent for Inuit and the public
to see.
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NTI Supports Kivallig Inuit Association’s Hearing Submissions

2. KiviA Comment 7 re Draft Water
Licence Part B, section 10

NTI shares KivlA's concern that under
AEM’s new proposed wording for
Part B, s. 10, a management plan
could be deemed approved despite
Inuit or others having expresse
legitimate, unresolved concerns with
the Plan.

Therefore, NTl urges the NWB not to
accept the wording AEM proposed in
June 2024 or in its Final Submission.

The Water Licence’s original wording
should continue.
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NTI Supports Kivallig Inuit Association’s Hearing Submissions

3. KivlA Comment 7 re Draft Water Licence Part C,
section 7

NTI agrees that the Water Licence should require
AEM to file an updated cost estimate for reclamation
along with its Final Reclamation and Closure Plan and
therefore supports KivlA's proposed amendment to
the existing s.7 in Part C of the Water Licence.

At the same time, NTI sees value in AEM'’s proposed
new section 7 whereby the NWB, Licensee, the
Crown and/or KivlA could review the liability
reclamation requirements and seek to revise the
amount of security that AEM must hold in light of
changed circumstances. Should the costs of security
increase significantly, revising AEM’s legal obligations
in a timely way confirms that the proponent is
positioned to meet all their closure obligations.

Therefore, NTlI recommends including in the
amended Water Licence both the current Part Cs. 7
as edited by KivlA as well as AEM’s proposed new
term.
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NTI Comments on CIRNA, DFO and ECCC Submissions

* The outstanding technical comments
raised by the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) and Environment and
Climate Change Canada (ECCC) as well as
the comments on security by Crown
Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs
(CIRNA) all relate to environmental
protection and, by extension, to the long-
term ability of Inuit to meaningfully
harvest and enjoy the land and waters
affected by the Meliadine Mine.

NTI agrees with CIRNA’s proposal to
update the NWB on the issue of security
before and at the public hearing. CIRNA,
KiviA and AEM should all provide this
update.
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NTI Comments on CIRNA, DFO and ECCC Submissions

1. Draft Water Licence Part E section 2

NTI shares DFO and ECCC’s concerns with AEM’s proposal to
more than double the authorized volume of water that AEM
may take from Meliadine Lake to flood the pits upon closure
of Meliadine Mine, from 4 to 8.7 million cubic metres.

An authorized volume should be based on reliable
predictions about what amount of water is needed to
reflood the pits and how much volume can be withdrawn
without jeopardizing the quality of Meliadine Lake’s aquatic
environment.

NTI recommends that planning for this aspect of the
Meliadine Mine’s closure happen as soon as possible and in
time for AEM to adjust its operations if it turns out that the
volume of water needed would compromise the aquatic
environment in Meliadine Lake. It would be unacceptable to
Inuit to discover that the plan to draw water from Meliadine
Lake jeopardizes the lake’s health and that there is no sound
alternative to complete the closure of the Mine.
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NTI Comments on CIRNA, DFO and ECCC Submissions

2. ECCC Comment 19 — Closure Criteria for
Surface Water Quality

NTI supports ECCC’s recommendation that
water quality criteria for closure of
Meliadine Mine in AEM’s Interim Closure
and Reclamation Plan be protective of
aquatic life for all waterbodies if, as ECCC
predicts, all the waterbodies will be
reconnected to the regional surface water
network post closure and fish will
eventually populate all these waterbodies.

Fishing edible and healthy fish is essential
to the Inuit way of life. Post closure, water
must be safe for fish and Inuit.
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