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| NTERPRETERS/ TRANSLATORS
M Angoshadl uk | nuktitut Language
Tr ansl at or

A. Vidal, CSR(A), RVR Oficial Court Reporter

R Denpster Sound Techni ci an

( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 10: 05 AM

Openi ng Remar ks

THE CHAI R Good norning and wel cone
to the public hearing associated with the
application filed by Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted
seeki ng anendnents to the Type 'A" water

| i cence Nunber 2AM MEL1631 for the continued
use of water and deposit of waste associ ated
with the Meliadine Gold Mne defined as the

“m ni ng undertaki ng" under the Nunavut Waters
Regul ati ons.

My nane is Elizabeth Copland, and due to
sonme vacanci es and scheduling conflicts for
Board nenbers, | amacting as the chairperson
for this decision-nmaking panel of the board so
that Lootie Toomasie, the Board' s chairperson,
can participate as a decision-naker for this

panel, which is necessary for the Board to
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conply with the panel nenbership requirenent
under the Nunavut Agreenent.

So before we proceed, we're going to give
the opening prayer. Lootie will give the
openi ng prayer.

Openi ng Prayer
THE CHAI R: Ma' tna, Lootie.

kay. On behal f of the Nunavut Water

Board, | would like to welcone you to this

public hearing in Rankin Inlet.

Now, to provide sone background and set the

stage for the public hearing for the Nunavut

Wat er Board, which | shall refer to the "Board"

or the "NWB".

It's an institution of public governnent
created under Article 13 of the Nunavut
Agreenent and the Nunavut Waters and Nunavut
Surface Rights Tribunal Act. The NVWB is
responsi ble for the use, nmanagenent, and
regul ation of freshwater in the Nunavut
settl ement area.

The purpose of this public hearing is to
review an application filed by Agnico Eagle
Mnes. | may refer to themas "Agnico Eagle"
or the "applicant". This is to anend the

exi sting Type 'A water |icence for the use of

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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wat er and deposit of waste associated wth the
m ni ng undertaking for the Meliadine Gold M ne
or Meliadi ne gold project.

In this amendnent application, Agnico Eagle
proposes to expand the scope of the existing
water licence to include mning of four
addi ti onal deposits and to add additi onal
project infrastructure to service the
addi tional mning activity.

The anmendnent application al so seeks an
I ncrease to the anmount of freshwater that
Agni co Eagle is authorized to use under the
water licence. All of these proposed changes
were previously assessed by the Nunavut
Pl anni ng Comm ssion and the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board in 2014 and were approved to
proceed to the Nunavut Water Board |icencing
process at this tine.

Agni co Eagl e M nes operates the Meliadine
m ne | ocated approximately 25 kilonetres north
of Rankin Inlet. The use of water and deposit
of waste for this project is |licenced under the
Type "A" water |icence 2AM MEL1631, whi ch was
originally issued on April 15, 2016, and
expires on March 31, 2031. The Nunavut Water

Board has anended the water |icence two tines

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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in 2020 and 2021 since it was first issued to
Agni co Eagle in 2016.

As set out in Section 13.3.6 of the Nunavut
Agreenent and Section 29 of the Nunavut Waters
and Nunavut Surface R ghts Tribunal Act, the
Board has delegated its power to di spose of al
matters related to the processing of the
application to the Type 'A I|icence 2AM MEL1631,
i ncluding the conduct of this public hearing to
a panel of the Board, which is referred to as
the "Meliadi ne panel” or "Pl5 panel".

| wll be chairing this panel. Wth ne
today as nenbers of the P15 panel, we have
Uri ash Pugi gnak and Lootie Toomasie, the
Board's chair with me on the right.

Several NWB staff nenbers who have
contributed to adm nistration and techni cal
review of this application are present al ong
with the I egal counsel to the NMB, and | w |
i ntroduce the individuals in attendance. W
have Stephani e Autut, our executive director;
Ben Kogvi k, director of board adm nistration
and comuni cations in the back; R chard Dwer,
licencing admnistrator in the front; Mhammad
Al'i Shai kh, technical advisor: Teresa Meadows

from Meadows Law, | egal counsel of the board;

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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and N dhi Singh, technical advisor. | think
she's in the front too.

In addition, we have interpreters. W have
Mary Rose Angoshadl uk. Sikati is not here but
hel pi ng her is Ben Kogvik right at the front
over here.

For audi o support, we have Ryan Denpster
from PI DO Productions. |If you have any
experience -- if you experience any
difficulties with your earpiece, please |et
Ryan know.

To ensure we have accurate records, record
of the proceedings, we have with us court
reporter Andres Vidal from Dicta Court
Reporti ng.

And before | nove on to overview of this
application and what to expect today during
this public hearing, there are sone inportant
housekeepi ng i ssues, itens for everyone here,
and, first, as indicated, there is
Interpretation available. Channel Nunber 2 is
English. Channel Nunber 3 is Inuktitut.

And, second, the Board appreciates if
everyone, including the applicant, intervenors,
and nenbers of the public, sign in on the

sheets |l ocated at the table as you cone in.

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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This is an inportant record of the public
heari ng, and we appreciate your help in making
sure it's conplete.

Thirdly, the agendas for the public hearing
and the community session are avail able at the
back. Pl ease pick one up and foll ow al ong as
we proceed.

The washroons are | ocated near the entrance
to the hall, and the exits are in the front and
back of the hall. There wll be coffee, tea,
and snacks brought in during the breaks
t hroughout the hearing, and you are welcone to
hel p yoursel f.

And | would like to also rem nd everyone to
pl ease turn off your cell phones or put themto
silent node before we begin. Thank you.

Finally, to assist both our interpreters
and the court reporter, please wait to have a
m crophone before you speak. Then state your
name, speak clearly and slowy, and avoid the
use of abbreviations. W appreciate your
assi stance in making sure your comments are
recorded and the Board's record of proceedings
Is accurate and conpl ete.

If the nedia is present today, | would |ike

to notify everyone that the nedia m ght be

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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present and nmay be reporting on this public
hearing. For the benefit of all participants,
t he Board asks that nenbers of the nedia sign
in with the Board and wear a press badge or
other identification so that all parties know
that you are a nenber of the nmedia and who you
represent.

| would just like to rem nd parties that
whi |l e these proceedi ngs are public, the Board
rem nds everyone that the Nunavut Water Board
prohi bits recordi ngs of the audio, video, and
i mges of this public hearing unless the Board
has given prior witten consent.

The Board also asks all parties to refrain
from maki ng any comrents that may inply a
certain action or decision of the Board because
t he Board cannot conment on this anmendnent
application while the application is before the
Board. Follow ng the close of the record for
this public hearing, the Board's decision and
recommendations will be -- wth respect to the
anendnent application will be comrunicated in a
publicly avail abl e deci sion report.

Until that tinme, the Board rem nds everyone
that the panel nenbers and the Board staff wll

not di scuss the substance of the hearing or the

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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matters before the Board with any of the
parties or the nedia.

I f you have any questions regarding the
Board and its practices or procedures, please
speak with the Board' s executive director,

St ephani e Autut, and she will assist you.

| will give a brief history of the
application which is before the Board. The
scope of the proposed anendnents include the
follow ng: an increase to the anount of
freshwat er used each year for the operations
stage. The requested increase is fromthe
current |icenced anmobunt of approxinmately
740,000 cubic netres per year to 1.1 mllion
cubic netres per year. For the project closure
stage, the requested increase is fromthe
current |icenced anmpbunt of approxinately
4 mllion cubic netres per year to 8.7 mllion
cubic nmetres per year

And the addition of open-pit mning of
Punp, F Zone, Wesneg, and Di scovery deposits
and associated infrastructure; the construction
of tenporary ore stockpiles, three facilities
| ocat ed near Punp, F Zone, and Di scovery; an
increase to the tailings storage facility

capacity to increase capacity to 20.6 mllion

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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cubic netres; the addition of three additiona
waste rock storage facilities; the addition of
a saline pond, SP6; the addition of contact
wat er infrastructure for mning of Punp,
F Zone, Wesneg, and Di scovery deposits; the
dewat eri ng of the | akes or ponds to support
m ning at Punp, F Zone, Wesneg, and Di scovery;
and an increase to the bulk fuel storage at
Rankin Inlet fromthe current vol une of
37.5 mllion litres to 80 mllion litres.

| wll now provide a summary of the main
docunents that Agnico Eagle provided to the
Board in support of the application to anend
the water |icence. The application included
the foll ow ng docunents: the water |icence
application docunent, a cover letter, Nunavut
Pl anni ng Commi ssion conformty determ nations,
vari ous new and updated managenent plans, and
appendi ces with additional informtion.

Agni co Eagle also filed revised docunents
In response to technical coment subm ssions
fromthe intervenors and the Board.

Copies of all the materials filed by the
applicant in support of its amendnent
application are avail able on the Nunavut \Wter

Board's public registry and the FTP site.

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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In addition, our |icencing adm nistrator,
Ri chard Dwyer, can make them avail abl e for
public viewng at this public hearing and the
el ectronic copies of the public registry for
the application and key docunents for the
application received to date. So if you are
interested in review ng any of the docunents,
pl ease see Richard. He's in the front.

Now | amgoing to give or provide you with
a brief overview of the key steps in the
procedural history of this anmendnent
application that outlines how we got to this
publ i c hearing stage.

January 26th of 2024, the Nunavut \Wter
Board received the Type 'A water licence
amendnent application and supporting
docunent at i on.

January 29 of this year, after an initial
review, the Nunavut Water Board conmenced the
conpl et eness check.

February 16, 2024, subm ssions and
I nformation requests were received fromthe
Kivalliqg Inuit Association, fromthe
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs, from Environnent and i mate Change

Canada, and Fisheries and OQceans Canada.

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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The applicant provided -- in March 1st,
2024, the applicant provided a response to
I ntervenors' information requests.

March 26t h, 2024, the Nunavut \Water Board
gave notice of the amendnent application and
invited parties to conduct a full technical
review and provide their comments or
recommendations by April 26, 2024. This
correspondence al so included tentative
tinmelines for the in-person technical neeting
and prehearing conference for the file.

April 26, 2024, technical comments were
received fromKivalliqg Inuit Association,
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs, Cinmate Change Canada, and the
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada.

Then in May 10, 2024, Agnico Eagle
responded to the intervenors' comrents.

June 5 and 6 of this year, the Nunavut
Wat er Board hosted the technical neeting in
person in Rankin Inlet followed by a conmunity
session held on the evening of June 5 with the
prehearing conference held on June 6th, 2024.

June 26t h, the Nunavut Water Board issued
the prehearing conference decision for the

file, including a list of commtnents,

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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identifying issues to be addressed by the
publ i c hearing and proposing tentative
tinmelines for this public hearing.

July 4, 2024, the Nunavut WAter Board
publ i shed a notice of public hearing to be held
in Rankin Inlet in the week of Septenber 9,
2024.

July 25, 2024, intervenors filed final
witten subm ssions.

August 15, 2024, Agnico Eagle provided
responses to final witten subm ssions.

August 29, 2024, parties filed their public
heari ng presentati on materi al s.

Conpl ete details on all procedural steps
and all subm ssions received in relation to the
application are avail able on the Nunavut Wter
Board's FTP site. |f you have questions or
woul d like to see any naterials, please see
Ri chard as you enter the hall

| wll now nove on to read a list of issues
that the Board expects to be di scussed on
this -- at this public hearing. This |list was
prepared during the Board's technical neeting
and prehearing conference held on June 5 and 6:
changes to the scope of the Type 'A water

| icence, as |'ve described; changes to water
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use and managenent, including increases to the
anount of approved water use during operations
and cl osure, dewatering of |akes and ponds to

support mning at Punp, F Zone, Wsneg, and

Di scovery, updates to water bal ance/ wat er

qual ity nodel | ing.

Wast ewat er nmanagenent and treatnment, using
of Lake B7 as a Saline Pond 6, SP6, Iimts on
the vol une of effluent discharged into
Mel i adi ne Lake.

On waste managenent, increase in tailings
storage capacity, as |'ve described, updated
wast e managenent plan associated wi th proposed
new i nfrastructure at the Discovery site.

On closure and reclamati on pl anni ng,
updates to interimclosure and recl amation
pl an, inclusion/exclusion of updated flow rates
associated with pit refilling during closure,
and associ ated updates to reclamation security
requi renments under water |icence.

Under updates to existing managenent and
nonitoring plans, aquatic effects nonitoring
pl an; water managenent plan; freshet nanagenent
pl an, waste nanagenent plan, m ne waste
managenent plan; a spill contingency plan; and

enmer gency response plan; and an adaptive
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managenent pl an.

There was also a draft |icence frameworKk.

A wat er usage conpensati on agreenent
negoti at ed between Agni co Eagle and the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Il wll nowturn to Item4, which is the
roll call. | will begin wwth the roll cal
with the applicant, Agnico Eagle, and its
representatives. You can proceed to introduce
your participants.

Rol | Call

J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
It's good to be here in Rankin. M nane is
Jam e Quesnel, director of permtting and
regul atory affairs.

"1l name the -- our team if they -- if
our teamcould just do a raise of hand when
your nane is nentioned. W have Col |l een
Prather, permtting and regul atory affairs
superi ntendent; Jennifer Range, regulatory
speci alist; Edward Ml indzak, permtting
specialist, fisheries; Sara Savoi e, Meliadine
envi ronnent al superintendent; Luc Choui nard,
proj ect manager, Meliadine; Jawad Hal oui,
Mel | adi ne project |ead; Pujjuut Kusugak,

di rector of Nunavut affairs; David Kritterdlik,
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IQand wldlife advisor; Manon Turnel, public
affairs superintendent; Bobby Doroudi ani,
permtting specialist, water; Jean-{ aude

Bl ai s, Meliadine general nanager; Dany

Rodri gue, Meliadi ne general superintendent;
Scott Jackson, consul tant senior hydrol ogist;
Christine Kowbel, |egal counsel; Janice Aggark,
community liaison officer in Chesterfield.

Al so, we have Elders fromour Kivalligq
El ders Advi sory Conm ttee, David and Dor ot hy,
and Janice is helping to coordinate their
activities during the hearing.

And on the phone, we have Lisa Ranil o,
permtting specialist, water; and Lisa Mh,
permtting specialist, water. And that's
everybody. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: That' s Dorot hy Agl ukarKk,
Arviat; David Kritterdlik, Wale Cove. Just to
correct, there's no David and Dorothy. Just
Dor ot hy.

| will now go to the intervening parties,
t he Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

E. GREENE: Good nor ni ng.

Yeah. So | am from Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated. My nane is Ezra Geene. [|'m

acting senior advisor on |and-use planning and
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regul atory reviews. W also have here sitting
next to ne is Raynond Mercer, who is the
resource managenent coordi nator for the
departnent of wildlife and environnent. Behind
me is Dustin Fredlund, the chief operating
officer of NTI. Online we have Arthur Yuan,
who is | egal counsel for NTI, and not in
attendance but he nmay cone tonorrow is Gabri el
Ni rl ungayuk, director of wldlife and
environment. He's ill today, so we hope he
makes it tonorrow. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chairman. M nane is Luis Manzo, director of
| ands on behalf of the Kivalliq Inuit

Associ ation.

For these proceedings, with ne are Jonat han
Katz, our |egal counsel; Dr. Matthew MDougal
in charge of water quality and fish habitat;

Al an Sexton in charge of geol ogy and

engi neering; and Jeff Tulugak, wldlife and
traditional know edge; and Ashl ey Aupal uktuq,
coordi nator of the adm nistration affairs of
KIA in these proceedings. Thanks.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
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How about the Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs.

J. HART: Good norni ng, Madam
Chair. M nanme is Jeff Hart. 1'mthe acting
director of resource managenent.

Wth us today, we have Am nul Haque, water
managenent coordi nator; and Si none Ti el esh,
| egal counsel, sitting in the back; and then
online we have Tony Brown and CGerd W at zka,
consultants to the Crown-1ndi genous and
affairs -- and Northern Affairs Canada. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R: Envi ronment and Cinmate
Change Canada.

R WYKES: Good norni ng, everybody.
My nanme is Russell Wkes. |'ma senior
environnment al assessnent coordinator with
Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.

And with ne today | have Sarah Forte, water
quality analyst, and on the |line we have
Stephinie Mallon, an environnental assessnent
of ficer.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Fi sheries and Cceans Canada.

J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Good norning, everyone.

My nane is Jose Audet-Lecouffe. | amthe
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acting teaml|eader with the fish and fish

habi tat protection program at Fisheries and
Cceans. And with ne | have Derek Donal d, fish
bi ol ogi st, and online we have Jen Loughery,
senior fish biologist. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

If there are any intervenors that | have
not nentioned who would |i ke to speak, please
identify yourself. Seeing none.

It is our tradition to give respect to our
El ders. Therefore, at any tine during the
proceedi ngs, an El der nay speak about the
amendnent application that is before the Board.
Al that we ask is that when an El der wi shes to
speak that they let nme or any of our staff
know. Then we'll hand that m crophone to you
SO you can ensure your conments are recorded in
the transcript.

| now turn to any representatives from
agenci es, associ ati ons who have not submtted
I nterventions but would |ike to nmake a fornal
presentation or share their views with the
Board about the anmendnent application during
this public hearing.

Are there any nenbers of an organi zation or

general public who would like to make a formal
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request to nake a presentation or speak to the
Board during this public hearing?

Mart ha Hi ckes.

Legal counsel or Stephanie.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut Water Board Legal
Counsel

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
So I'"'mjust going to clarify with Mart ha.

Mart ha, do you want to nmake a fornal
presentation? You will have an opportunity to
ask questions throughout, but did you want to
make a formal presentation to the Board? W
can put you on the list of the -- when the
I ntervenors provide their presentations, if
you' d |ike.

M HI CKES: H. Yes. Put nme on the
list, and |'m here on behalf of ham et. Thank
you.

T. NMEADONS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So, Madam Chair, we will add Martha to the
list of presenters so that the hanml et can nmake
a presentation. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.

| also want to nmention that the Board w ||
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al so give opportunities to nenbers of the
public who may have questions for Agnico Eagle
or intervenors throughout the public hearing to
ask their questions or make comrents at the end
of the technical presentation of each party and
during the community session that will be
taki ng place tonight at 7:00.

And now | will turn to the identification
of any notions or objections to the anendnent
application that are before the Board.

I tem Nunber 8, the applicant is requested
to make a brief presentation on the anmendnent
application before the Board.

Agni co Eagle, how nuch tine will you and
your representatives require?

J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Wth translation, probably it's going to be
35 to 45 mnutes. W have about 25 slides.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

And, Teresa, please swear in or affirmthe

W t nesses.
T. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

Do the witnesses wish to be sworn or

affirned?
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

J. QUESNEL: Af firmed.

C. PRATHER Af firmed.

JAM E QUESNEL, COLLEEN PRATHER, AND PUJJUUT
KUSUGAK, Affirned

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Boar d.

So, Madam Chair, it's ny understandi ng that
there are hard copies of the presentation
materials at the table, and I wll be marking
those as exhibits in the public hearing, and |
did have a question for |egal counsel for
Agni co Eagl e.

| see that the Cvs for nenbers of your team
have been provided to the Board and have been
filed in advance of the public hearing. Dd
you wish nme to mark those as exhibits as well?
C. KOWBEL.: Christine Kowbel, |ega
counsel, Agnico Eagl e.

| think that that's a good idea just for

t he Board's conveni ent reference.
T. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So, Madam Chair, | wll nmark the Cvs

recei ved yesterday and the hard copies of the
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presentation materials as the first exhibits in
the public hearing. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Those are ny procedural natters.

EXHBIT 1 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Meliadine Water Licence

Amendnent, Nunavut Water Board Fi nal

Hearing, Sept. 11-12, 2024 (English

and | nuktitut)

EXH BIT 2 - Electronic Copy

Curriculum Vitae, Scott Jackson

(Engl i sh)
THE CHAI R Thank you.

And, Agnico Eagle, please go ahead with
your presentati on.
Presentation by Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted
J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Good norning. My nane is Jam e Quesnel,
director of permtting and regulatory affairs
with Agnico Eagle. W introduced our team So
| won't go through that again.

| have not prepared | ong openi ng renmarKks,
but I would like to say a fewthings in this
introduction. First of all, thank you, again,
to Rankin Inlet for hosting us in the community
and to the Nunavut Water Board and its staff

for organizing these neetings. | would like to

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 34

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

say as a conpany we have learned a | ot since we
started construction of the Meliadi ne m ne,
operating the mne -- shall | stop, or

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So for the benefit of the people online, we
are pausing right nowto be able to project the
presentation in the hall. |I'mnot sure if
we're going to be able to broadcast it but --
across the Zoomlink, but if you just bear with
us for just a couple mnutes. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Let's take a fewmnute
break, and then we'll go on wth the

present ati on.

( ADJ OURNMENT)

THE CHAI R: Agni co Eagle, you may
proceed.

J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
| guess |I'll start fromthe start.

Good norning. My nane is Jam e Quesnel,
director of permtting and regulatory affairs
with Agnico Eagle. W introduced our -- our
teamearlier. So | won't do that again.

| have not prepared | ong openi ng renarks,

but I would like to say a fewthings in this
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i ntroduction. First, thank you, again, to
Rankin Inlet for hosting us in the community
and to the Nunavut Water Board and its staff
for organi zing these neetings.

As a conpany, we have |l earned a | ot since
we started construction of the Mliadine mne,
operating the mne, and we continuously
I ncorporate conmunity feedback into our
project. We will keep doing this as we
continue the operations.

Madam Chair, | am pleased to report that
we' ve been able to -- to work very
col l aboratively with all the participants in
this water |icence process, and we have been
able to achieve a very high degree of agreenent
on this application.

There are a fewitens to discuss. W feel
we may be able to reach further agreenent over
t he next few days, but on these outstanding
itenms, we believe we have presented a
reasonabl e path forward based on the existing
licence, applicable |egislation, and evi dence
shared through the Nunavut Water Board process.

But overall we would Iike to enphasize to
the Board that all participants appear

supportive of the issuance of the anendnent
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and, as -- as | said, narrowi ng down the issues
for this hearing to just a few itens.

W want to extend our thanks for the many
hours of neetings, review of materials, and
regul atory di scussions that have allowed this
to happen. W look forward to productive
di scussi ons over the next few days, and we wl|
now begi n our presentation.

Col | een. Thank you.

C. PRATHER: Thank you, Madam Chair,
Col | een Prather with Agnico Eagl e.

Next slide, please. 1In this presentation,
we will summarize the anmendnent application,
provi de an engagenent update, discuss where we
stand with technical comments, and present
status of reclamation security and water
managenment agree -- or water conpensation
agreenent di scussions.

The next slide, please. In 2015, Project
Certificate Nunber 6 was issued by the Nunavut
| npact Review Board for the construction and
operation of the Meliadine mne and all-weat her
access road and the five deposits in a
mul ti - phased approach.

These deposits include Tiriganiaq, Wsneg,

Punp, F Zone, and Di scovery. Since then, two
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project certificate anendnents were conpl eted
in 2018 and 2022 for the discharge of treated
saline effluent to Itivia Harbour conpleted by
truck and water line respectively.

In the initial water licence application in
2015, the Tiriganiaq deposit, including both
underground and open-pit mning, was the only
deposit included and approved in the water
licence issued in 2016.

Agnico Eagle did not apply for all of the
approved conponents in the 2014 assessnent.

The decision at that tinme was to support a
stream ined water licencing process. It was
al ways planned to include the rest of the
approved project conponents in future
amendnents to the water |icence.

In 2021, we anended the |icence to include
Contact -- Contact Water Pond 1 and Meli adi ne
Lake discharge criteria, updated waste
managenment strategy, water use, and
construction of site access roads. In January
of this year, we submtted this water |icence
anmendnent application.

Next slide, please. The scope of this
water |icence anendnent is to anend the |icence

to conplete licencing for already-approved

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 38

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

activities under the project certificate. So

t hi s amendnent includes open-pit mning at
Wesneg, Punp, F Zone, and Di scovery, waste rock
storage at Punp, F Zone, and D scovery, diesel
fuel storage at Itivia fuel farm additiona
tailings capacity, an increase in the water use
within the [imts fromthe 2014 assessnent,
dewat eri ng of | akes and ponds to support

m ni ng, use of Lake B7 for Saline Pond 6, and
construction and operation of water managenent
infrastructure at Punp, F Zone, Wsneg, and

Di scovery.

Next slide, please. This map outlines the
| ayout of the water |icence anendnent
application. The yellow represents the waste
rock storage facilities. The brown represents
the open pits. The solid blue represents water
col l ection ponds. The hatched bl ue represents
dewat ered | akes and ponds, and the solid bl ack
| ine represent roads.

| will now pass the presentation over to
Pujjuut. Thank you.

P. KUSUGAK: Ma'tna, Colleen. Pujjuut
Kusugak, Agni co Eagl e.
The next few slides summari ze engagenent

activities over the course of 2023 and 2024.
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Next slide, please. Agnico Eagle continues
to put focus on engagenent, and as of
August 16, 2024, Agnico Eagle has had
124 engagenents for the Meliadine site in 2024,
and this consists of group neetings, events,
site tours, and open houses.

Engagenent di scussions include a variety of
topics, and these range frominformation
sessions to project updates to di scussing
communi ty concerns and nore, and these neetings
are held -- these neetings are typically | ed by
our community relations departnent, and this
fosters regul ar and neani ngful engagenent with
communi ty stakehol ders.

Next slide. So nore specifically regarding
this application, site visits and the tea
colour activity were held with Elders, the
Kani gl inig Hunters and Trappers O gani zati on,
and with the hamet, and this was to enhance
proj ect understanding of the Meliadine site and
answer questions and address concerns about
water quality.

The follow ng organi zati ons provided --
provi ded to the Nunavut Water Board |etters of
support for the current Mliadine water |icence

amendnent, and these letters were -- were
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nmenbers of the Rankin Inlet Kivalliq Elders
Advi sory Commttee, the mayor of Rankin Inlet,
the mayor of Baker Lake, and the mayor of
Arviat. And their words are encouraging,
citing how the project would positively
contribute to the Kivalliqg region, and Agnico
Eagle is of the sane opinion and appreciate the
comuni ty support on this application.

Col | een.

C. PRATHER: Thank you. Coll een
Prather with Agnico Eagle.

Next slide, please. W' Il now present an
overvi ew of the technical comments that have
been received.

Next slide, please. This slide reflects
the total nunber of comments received from
parties through the entire revi ew process
starting in February, including technical
comments in May and final witten subm ssions
I n August.

In total, we received 91 comments, 11 from
the Kivalliq Inuit Association, 16 from
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs, 54 fromEnvironnent and C i nmate Change
Canada, and 10 from Fi sheri es and Cceans

Canada.
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In the final witten subm ssions, the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association had six coments,

Cr own- | ndi genous Rel ati ons had five comments,
and all have been resol ved.

Agni co Eagl e considers comments on the
draft water licence to be resolved as a
response was provided to the Nunavut Water
Board and is now before the Board to deci de on
t he wordi ng.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada had
four comments. Two were carried forward from
techni cal comments and are unresol ved.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada requested
additional details on one conment, which we
consi der resol ved.

And the fourth comment remains unresol ved
and is tied to a simlar coment with Fisheries
and Oceans Canada. | w |l discuss these
unresol ved topics in the upcom ng slides.

In addition, comm tnments have been nade
t hrough the technical coments and at the
techni cal neeting and prehearing conference.

In total, 18 commtnments were nade. Three have
been conmpleted. O the 15 remaining, sonme w ||
conti nue throughout mne life operations,

t hrough additional studies, or will be
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addressed at closure.

Next slide, please. The three outstanding
technical coments are related to floodi ng of
pits at closure, water quality criteria, and
the aquatic effects nonitoring program

Next slide. Just another figure to
represent the full potential build-out of the
Meliadine mne. This is shown for context as
it represents the overall footprint that has
been di scussed, assessed, and approved through
the project certificate.

As noted, for this water |icence anendnent,
Agni co Eagle is seeking approval to conplete
i cencing for already-approved activities under
the project certificate.

Next slide, please. Based on our review of
Environnent and Cimate Change and Fi sheries
and Cceans' presentations, they recommend t hat
t he Nunavut Water Board not include an
aut hori zed water withdrawal rate from Meli adi ne
Lake during closure in the anended |icence.

Agni co Eagle strongly disagrees with this
recommendati on. The water |icence already
i ncl udes an aut horized closure wthdraw rate.
This is in Part E, [tem 2. Therefore, we

request the Nunavut Water Board to retain the
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condition for closure water wthdrawal in this
amendnment .

It is a requirenent of the proponent under
t he Nunavut Water Board process to provide a
conceptual closure plan and cal cul ate
associ ated security and post it under the water
licence. This was done in 2014 and conti nues
to be updated within the application, including
this application, and has been done in
col l aboration with the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation and Crown-1 ndi genous Rel ati ons.

Through the regul atory process, Agnico
Eagl e has recei ved approval of a conceptual
cl osure plan that includes flooding of pits
usi ng water from Meli adi ne Lake. Agnico Eagle
requires certainty for closure prior to
initiating construction.

As stated in our application and provi ded
In response to Technical Comment Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada Nunber 30, Agnico
Eagl e states the 2014 assessnent included the
assessnent to punp from Meli adi ne Lake a tota
of 170 mllion cubic netres of water. This
woul d occur over roughly a ten-year period.
For this application, we're asking for

31 percent of that value or 52 mllion cubic
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nmetres.

Furthernore, there is another condition in
the licence, Part J, Item 3, where we are
required to submt at |least 12 nonths prior to
t he expected end of mning, a final closure and
reclamation plan. This plan is subject to
public review allowing for further evaluation
of water for closure.

This final closure plan would al so include
an updated wat er bal ance nodel. The nodel wl|
val i date the volunes expected to be required to
fill the pits. W feel this is an appropriate
and reasonabl e approach for the closure
activities at Meliadine mne, and we request
t he Nunavut Water Board to -- to continue to
i ncl ude these volunes in our water |icence.

Next slide, please. Based on our review of
Environnent and Cimate Change Canada's
presentation, they recommend that the interim
cl osure and recl amati on plan be updated to
specify water quality criteria that will be
protective of aquatic life in all water bodies,
in particular, Lake B7.

Agni co Eagl e disagrees with this based on
the follow ng: Schedule 2 and the netal and

di anond m ni ng effluent recommendations. For
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clarity, Lake B7 will be listed under

Schedul e 2 of those regul ations. Agnico Eagle
IS proposing to add water bodies to Schedule 2
to facilitate m ne waste nmanagenent. Listing
of water bodies on Schedule 2 is a parallel
regul atory process. It is not new to Agnico
Eagl e as we have conpleted this for the
Meadowbank conpl ex and Hope Bay.

When a water body is added to Schedul e 2,
It is no |longer considered a receiving water
body. It is a mne facility. |In addition, the
proponent is required to get an approved
fisheries offsetting plan through Fisheries and
Cceans as part of Section 36 of the Fisheries
Act. Agnico Eagle has to replace that | ost
habitat in a ratio of one unit lost to
1.7 units gained, and there's a cost to
replacing that | ost habitat which ranges in the
mllions.

As part of the application, we have al so
provi ded a water quality and water bal ance
nodel . The nodel covers operations, closure,
and post-closure. The results were conpared to
various guidelines. |In response to technical
coments from Environnment Canada, predictions

for all water bodies, even including those
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listed for Schedule 2, were conpared to aquatic
gui delines. This conparison was provided to
t he Nunavut Water Board and all parties in My

of this year and before the technical neeting.

W feel there are current conditions in the

|icence to address this concern raised by

Envi ronnent Canada. During the operational
phase of the mne, the water nodel predictions
are updated annually as Condition Part E,

Item 13. So based on the existing |icence,
that neans six nore years of updates for

predi ctions.

There's al so another condition, Part J,
Iltem 3. This is about submtting the closure
plan at |east 12 nonths prior to the end of
operations. This plan will include an updated
wat er bal ance and water quality nodel which
will benefit fromthese additional six years of
nmoni t ori ng.

Al so, Agnico Eagle provided potenti al
mtigation options for Lake B7. These were
provi ded at the technical neeting and -- and
repeated in the final witten subm ssion in
response to Environnent and C i nmate Change
Canada Nunber 11. These options could be

included in the final closure plan, if
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required.

Agni co Eagl e notes there are existing
di scharge criteria under the netal and di anond
m ning effluent regulations. These would apply
at the point where B7 discharges to water
bodies. So to conclude, there is a
recommendation that the closure plan should be
updated to specify water quality criteria for
Lake B7.

Based on the sunmary just provided, the
nmetal and di anond m ning regul ati ons, existing
i cence conditions, and information provided
to -- by Agnico Eagle to Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada through this process, we
believe this concern has been fully addressed,
and the Nunavut Water Board shoul d not accept
the recomendati on by Environment and Cimate
Change Canada.

Next slide. The aquatic effects nonitoring
programis one of nmany prograns conducted
annually at the mne. There are five main
conponents of this, water quality being a main
conponent. Based on our review of Environnment
and Cimate Change Canada's presentation, they
have recomended a reeval uation of baseline

water quality data in order to establish
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pre-m ni ng normal range conditions.

It's inportant to note normal ranges are
used as one step to evaluate water, and nornal
ranges are defined as the range of baseline
conditions within the study | akes. For water
quality, those ranges are used to identify
paraneters that may have increased in
concentration due to m ning.

Through the environnental assessnent, it
was al ways expected water quality in the east
basin of Meliadi ne Lake woul d change as treated
wat er was di scharged, but water quality woul d
return to baseline through closure. These
normal ranges and eval uation of water quality
data are presented annually in the report.
These normal ranges were first presented in
2016. Updates were presented in the 2019
report. No comrents were received at that
tinme.

The aquatic effects design report was
updated in 2021, but inportant to note is the
revi sed nornmal ranges have been used since
2019. As noted, |ooking at current water
quality data, they're always conpared to
baseline. That's one step. But the other step

is also to | ook at paraneters that have
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I ncreased over tinme and to focus the review on
t hose paraneters that have changed.

So based on the history of our nornal
ranges, the nunber of years that have passed
since revised normal ranges were presented --
and renmenber those were reviewed by various
parties, including Environnent and dinate
Change Canada -- plus the thorough eval uation
of data that is done every year, Agnico Eagle
is of the view that Environnment and Cimte
Change comments and recomendati ons on nor mal
ranges have been fully addressed.

Next slide, please. This slide here shows
an exanple of water quality nonitoring that we
do every year and howit is evaluated. W | ook
at various paraneters. W conpare it to our
benchmar ks or protective guidelines. That's
the red line. W have an action |evel, which
Is the orange line, and we have the nor nal
ranges or baseline conditions in green.

As you can note, concentrations remin well
bel ow t he benchmark or the guidelines to
protect both aquatic |ife and human healt h.
Since 2018, there have been no exceedances in
Heal t h Canada dri nking water guidelines in

Mel i adi ne Lake. There have been no exceedances
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of the benchmark or action levels attributed to
mning activities.

Next slide. The Meliadine Lake aquatic
programincludes three in-|ake reference areas,
one located in the northeast part of the | ake,
one in the north towards the outlet to Peter
Lake, and one in the southwest toward the
outlet to Meliadine River.

In addition, we al so sanpl e other | akes,
external |akes, Peter and Atulik Lake. To
address comments raised earlier by Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada and the Kivalliq
Inuit Association, Agnico Eagle agreed to a
commtnent to include these external reference
| akes, so Peter Lake and Atulik Lake, and that
we woul d sanple those for water, plankton, and
sedinents in addition to already sanpling those
| akes for fish.

Next slide, please.

J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Coll een.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.

Next slide, please. I1'mjust going to
briefly tal k about the security and water
conpensation. Agnico Eagle has worked in
col l aboration with the Kivalliqg Inuit

Associ ati on and Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
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Northern Affairs Canada and is pleased to
provi de confirmation to the Nunavut Water Board
that all three parties have nutually agreed on
the security associated with the Ml i adi ne
water |icence 2AM MEL1631 anendnent .

The gl obal security that we have agreed on
is $158, 450, 658. That's 158, 450,658. In
addition, all three parties have agreed the
gl obal security amount to be split into three
tranches, three paynents, which has been
provi ded as Schedule C to be anended to the
wat er |icence anmendnent, and this norning we --
we sent an el ectronic copy of the agreed
wor di ng and al so Schedule C to the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

In addition, Agnico Eagle and the Kivalliq
Inuit Association has agreed on the water
conpensation agreenent. W provided a
signature -- a signed docunent to the Kivalliq
I nuit Association, and we're just waiting for
signature, and our understanding is the
Kivalliq Inuit Association wll be submtting a
formal |etter to the Nunavut Water Board in the
com ng hours or within a coupl e days.

In addition, we have a security nanagenent

agreenent, and we're still discussing that, and
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we're hoping to have that finalized by the end
of this public hearing.

Next slide. And I'll pass this back to ny
col | eague, Colleen. Thank you.

C. PRATHER: Thank you. Coll een
Prather with Agnico Eagle.

Next slide. The draft water |icence
framework. The slide here shows a tineline of
activities for the framework. As was agreed
during the technical neeting in June, Agnico
Eagl e provi ded our suggested anendnents to the
water |icence. This was provided June 7th to
t he Nunavut Water Board.

Comments were provided by the Kivalliq

Inuit Association and Crown | ndi genous-Rel ati ons.

Agni co Eagl e provided a response to those
comments to the Nunavut \Water Board on
August 28th. W thank the Board for the
opportunity to provide our recommendations to
the anended |icence for the Board's approval.
Next slide. And in conclusion. Next
slide, please. This water |icence anendnent is
necessary for the continuation of the Mliadine
m ne operations. This has also been reflected
inthe letters of support submtted to the

Nunavut Water Board. The anendnent is the
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conpletion of licencing based on the approval
of all activities in the 2014 assessnent and
approval in the project certificate.

Agni co Eagl e appreciates the collaboration
that has been nade with all parties. For
exanpl e, we reached agreenent with the Kivalliq
Inuit Association with respect to discharge to
Mel i adi ne Lake. This is an inportant m |l estone
by both the Kivalliq Inuit Association and
Agni co Eagl e.

Agni co Eagl e asks the Nunavut Water Board
to approve this licence application with the
conditions put forward and agreed upon in this
presentation and our final witten subm ssion.
Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you for your
presentation. Now we turn to Item9 of the
agenda.

Any questions for Agnico Eagle fromthe
Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed?
Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor porated Questions Agnico
Eagle M nes Limted
E. GREENE: Hi . Ezra G eene, Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

Just one question for clarification. |I'm

just trying to find the actual slide that it
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was on. On Slide 14, pit flooding at cl osure,
there was one -- the second bullet point said
the annual w thdrawal from Meli adi ne Lake for
pit filling was assessed in the 2014 i npact
assessnent at 17,060, 000 cubic netres over ten
years. | think verbally you m ght've said

170 mllion. | just want to confirm which
nunber it is.

THE CHAI R Go ahead.

U PUQ QNAK: Col | een Prather, Agnico
Eagl e. Thank you for the question.

So the 2014 assessnent said 17 mllion
cubic netres per year over ten years or
170 mllion cubic netres total. Thank you.

E. GREENE: Thank you.

No further questions from NITI.

THE CHAI R: Ckay. Thank you.

It is already close to 12:00. W'II| break
for lunch and go back to questions from
Kivalliq Inuit Association. Let's cone back
at -- about 1:15 we'll be back. Thank you.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 11:47 AM
( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMMENCED AT 1:15 PM
THE CHAI R Good afternoon.
The next itemwe're on is: Any questions

fromintervenors -- any questions fromthe
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Kivalliqg Inuit Association to Agnico Eagle

M nes?

L. MANZO Chai rman. Lui s Manzo,
director of lands, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

No questions at this tine.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Any questions from
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Nort hern

Affairs?

A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Am nul Haque, Crown-Indigenous Rel ations and
Northern Affairs Canada.

No questions at this tinme. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Any questions from
Environnent and di mate Change Canada?
Environnment and d i mate Change Canada Questi ons
Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted

R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Russel | Wkes with Environnment and Clinate
Change Canada. W have one questi on.

In your presentation, you stated that the
outflow from Lake B7 will have to respect the
nmetal and di anond m ning effluent regul ations.
Environnent and C i mate Change Canada
under stands that Agnico Eagle's m ning proposal
Is to have Lake B7 reconnected to the receiving

envi ronment as part of its closure plan.
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How do you intend to control the deposition
of waste from Lake B7 after the renpval of
control structures as stated in Section 49 of
the interimclosure and reclamation plan?
Correction. Table 49.

C. PRATHER Col | een Prather with
Agni co Eagl e.

| just need a couple of mnutes to find the
docunent. Thank you.

Col | een Prather with Agnico Eagle.

Can you just please clarify which line in
Tabl e 49 you were speaking to. Thanks.

R WYKES: Russel | Wkes from
Environnent and d i mate Change Canada.

Just give us a second here.

S. AUTUT: What page of the
presentati on was that table?

R WYKES: Russel | Wkes,
Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.

That's from Slide 15 of Agnico Eagle's
presentation.

And if we can just clarify alittle nore.
Table 4.9 states it'll dismantle all water
managenent systens, and the water nanagenent
infrastructure is listed in Table 4-8,

i ncl udi ng di kes DSP6 north and DSP6 west .
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C. PRATHER: Col | een Prather with
Agni co Eagl e.

So regarding the specific dikes or berns
that you were tal king about in dismantling and
timng for that, those details will be in the

final closure and reclamation plan. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Envi ronnent and Cinate
Change.
R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Russel | Wkes, Environnent and Cinmate Change
Canada.

Can we have a mnute to consider this.
S. AUTUT: Sorry. Are you waiting
for us to put the presentation or the table up?
No. Ckay.
R WYKES: Russel | Wkes,
Environnment and d i mate Change Canada.

No. W're just -- we're trying to conme up

wi th a response.

THE CHAI R Can we get your response,
pl ease.
R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Russel |l Wkes, Environnent and d i mate Change
Canada.
We understand that there is not a

conprehensi ve plan yet at this point, but our
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point is is that -- our understandi ng of the
situation is that w thout those control
structures, there would be no mechanismto
control release from Lake B7, and we would |ike
to see sonething -- a prelimnary plan of sone

sort included in this licence so that we have a

better understandi ng of how that -- how that
outflow from Lake B7 will happen at cl osure.
THE CHAI R Agni co.

J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.

Al the details of -- of the closure wll
be in the final closure plan. There's
conceptual aspects related to closure in what
we submitted. Prior to us constructing water
managenent infrastructure, as per our |icence,
we have a 60-day notice for that construction
of that infrastructure that is submtted to the
wat er board. Then once that facility is
constructed, we have 90 days to provide the
as-built of that infrastructure.

So there's a process that's already within
our licence to provide all those details when
that event's going to occur. So all those
conponents and details related to the

infrastructure will be provided at that tine.
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However, in stating that, we do have, |iKke,

typi cal cross-sections of our typical berns and
di kes that we do construct at our operations,
and that would be basically a typical design
that we woul d use around B7.

Dealing with closure, all those details,
again, will be in the final closure plan as
those details have to be reflective of the
situation at the mne site at that tinme, and,
again, our obligation as a mning conpany is to
provi de a conceptual plan for closure with the
associ ated security that we have in place right
now and agreed upon.

So that's -- that's what we're typically --
that's what we typically do for these type of
aspects of the mne site. So hopefully that's

hel pful for you to consider. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Envi ronnent and Cinate
Change.
R WYKES: Russel | Wkes,

Environnent and O i mate Change Canada. Just
one follow up to that, then

Do you see Lake B7 requiring |ong-term
active care as we conme towards closure of the
m ne?

THE CHAI R Agni co.
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J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagl e.

Long-term active care on -- on water --
| i ke, chem cal or physical stability? Like,
can you just clarify what you're asking.

R WYKES: Russel | Wkes,
Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.

Envi ronment Canada i s concerned about
the -- the long-termnonitoring of that saline
effluent in closure because we have read in the
interimclosure and recl amati on plan that all
managenent structures are going to be renoved.
So that's where -- that's where we have run
into an issue. |f there's no water nmanagenent
structures there, howis that water going to be
managed?

J. QUESNEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.

Yeah. So based on the sequence of
activities, those structures would not be
dismantled until we net the obligations. So we
have that type of criteria, say, in Meadowbank,
and also in this licence we wuld -- say, B7,
there's sone concern related to water quality,
the structures would -- would remain until we

nmet what ever that objective is at that tine.
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And then sequentially, once we agree to
reconnect to the regional watershed to -- to --
to reconnect to the -- the flooded pit | akes,
then the infrastructure would be renopved.

So the -- the sequential piece would be
based on that. So that's basically in our
licence now, and that's a typical condition we
have in our licence, say, at Meadowbank. W
wi Il not reconnect to the regional watershed
until we nmet the conditions of the |licence at
that tine.
THE CHAI R Envi ronnment and Cimate
Change Canada.
R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Russel | Wkes, Environnment and dimate Change
Canada.

Thank you, Jami e, for that response.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Fi sheries and Cceans Canada.
Fi sheri es and Oceans Canada Questions Agnico
Eagle M nes Limted
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jose Audet -Lecouffe, Fisheries and Cceans
Canada. W do have one questi on.

Does Agnico Eagle nonitor water levels in

Mel i adi ne Lake and flow in Meliadine R ver and
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D ane River?
C. PRATHER Col l een Prather with
Agni co Eagl e.

So | can confirmthat water |evels are
continuously recorded at the water intake for
the Meliadi ne canp and the two outfl ows of
Mel i adi ne Lake. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Fi sheries and Cceans.
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Can you confirm-- Jose Audet-Lecouffe with

Fi sheri es and Oceans Canada.

Can you confirm how many years of data you

have on this?
C. PRATHER: Col | een Prather with
Agni co Eagl e.

| can confirmthe nonitoring program was
initiated in 2024 with plans to continue the
programin 2025 and 2026. Thank you.
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Colleen, for
that answer. Jose Audet-Lecouffe, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada.

Can you confirmthat we woul d have three
years of nonitoring for water |evels?
THE CHAI R Agni co.
C. PRATHER: Col |l een Prather with
Agni co Eagl e.
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| can confirmthat we started the program
in 2024. W'Ill continue for '25 and '26. So
there will be three years of nonitoring. The
results will be included in the annual report
with results for this year starting in the 2024
annual report. Thank you.
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet - Lecouffe,
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada.

| would just like to point to the framework
for assessing the ecological flow requirenents
that DFO uses for standard thresholds for water
levels. It states that to assess the inpacts
of flow, alteration on fisheries, a m ninmm of
20 years of river flow data is recomended.
Three years of data is not even close to
20 years. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Agni co Eagl e.
C. PRATHER Col l een Prather with
Agni co Eagl e.

Thank you for the comment.
THE CHAI R Fi sheries and Cceans.
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Thank you, Col | een.

No further questions.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions fromthe nenbers of the
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public for Agnico Eagle M nes?

Okay. Seei ng none, does the Board staff
have any questions for Agnico Eagl e?
Nunavut Water Board Staff Questions Agnico
Eagle M nes Limted
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephani e Autut, Nunavut Water Board.

The staff do have a coupl e questions at
this tine.
K. KHARATYAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Karen Kharatyan from water board.

Just a few clarification regarding
Schedul e 2 or B Lake -- B7 Lake |isted under

Schedul e 2.  From our understandi ng, even

during the closure phase, the -- this |ake or
wat er body or facility will be listed under
Schedul e 2.

As you nentioned, there is not any, yes,
wat er body that was delisted from Schedule 2 up
to now. From our understanding at closure
phase, there won't be any saline water. So
it's kind of followup to -- this is a question
to have a confirmation that because we had a
comm tnment from Agni co Eagl e that saline water
wi Il not be discharging to a receiving

environment. So at the closure stage, there
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won't be any saline water within the facility?
J. QUESNEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agni co Eagl e.

That's correct. Any -- any storage of
saline water in Saline Pond 6, Lake B7, would
be di scharged through the waterline to Itivia.
So at the time of closure, there would be no
saline water within that infrastructure.

K. KHARATYAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Thank you, Jam e. Karen Kharatyan from water

boar d.

Yes. Just wondering whether there are sone

speci fic requirenent under MDMER for water
bodies or facilities |listed under Schedule 2.
Maybe specific nonitoring requirenent just for
our information.
THE CHAI R: Agni co Eagl e.
C. PRATHER: Col I een Prather wth
Agni co Eagle. Thank you for the question.

So there are specific nonitoring
requi rements as part of the regulation. Any
wat er that is nanaged on-site and then
di scharged fromthe final discharge point has
to be studied and sanpled for chem stry and
toxicity, |likew se of the receiving

environnment. There's specific studies |isted
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within the regul ati ons about water and
bi ol ogi cal studies that have to be conpl et ed.

And -- yeah. And the -- any of the
di scharge from-- fromthe site fromthe final
di scharge point has to neet the criteria of
Schedule 4 in the regul ations. Thank you.

K. KHARATYAN: Karen Kharatyan from
wat er board. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Yes. Anot her maybe foll ow up question.
Very likely this is for Environnent and Cinmate
Change Canada. Yes.

Agni co Eagle stated in their presentation
that no water body was taken out from
Schedule 2. |'mjust wondering whether there
is a mechani sm of taking of water body from
Schedule 2 and, if there is, how this happens
general | y.

R WYKES: Russel | Wkes,
Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.

At this point, no, there is not. There is
not a nechanismfor taking a m ne out of
Schedul e 2. However, if a mne becones a
recogni zed closed mne, then the authority to
deposit waste under Sections 4 and 5
respectively would no | onger apply, and the

general prohibitions of -- under the Fisheries
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Act woul d apply.
K. KHARATYAN: Thank you. Karen

Khar at yan from wat er board.

No nore questions. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions fromthe Panel ?

Sorry. Agni co Eagl e.

J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.

From our understandi ng, what was j ust
menti oned by Environnent Canada is not totally
accurate. So | think from our perspective and
our understandi ng of conpleting these
activities, whatever is listed as Schedule 2 in
the federal regulation remains as that. Even
if we go through a closed mne status, that --
the scheduled itemremains as a facility of
infrastructure for that operation.

So there's no process to return it to
delist it fromthe neadow and di anond m ni ng
effluent regulation. So it would still be a
listed facility on the federal regulation, and
we've -- we've gone through a |l egal review,

M ni ng Associ ati on of Canada, our experience.
So we just have to be very careful on the

| anguage rel ated to when cl osure does occur
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related to a listed facility.

THE CHAI R Staff. You' re okay?
Good?

K. KHARATYAN: Good for now. Thank you,
Madam Chai r .

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions fromthe Panel ?
L. TOOVASI E: (NO ENGLI SH FEED)
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Ckay. That's all for our questions. Thank
you, Agnico Eagle.

Qur next presentation by intervenors, we
have the Nunavut Tunngavik -- no -- Kivallig
[ nuit Association.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So if I can have the w tnesses state and

spell their name for the record, please.

L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chai r man.
T. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Water Board. So | have confused the w tnesses.
Do you wish to be sworn or affirned?

L. MANZO Affirmed. Thank you,
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Madam Chai rman. My nane is Luis Manzo, L-U-I-S
MA-NZ-O and | affirm

M MCDOUGALL: | am Matt McDougal |,
MA-T-T MCGD O UG A-L-L.
A. SEXTON: Al an Sexton, A-L-A-N

SEX-T-ON, and | so affirm
LU S MANZO, MATT MCDOUGALL, AND ALAN SEXTON
Af firmed
T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut Water
Boar d.

So it's ny understanding that | have two
Cvs fromMatt and from Al an, and | al so have
the presentation -- hard copy presentation
materials that are about to be presented by the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association, and I will mark
those as the next exhibits in this public
hearing. And thank you, Madam Chair. Those
are ny procedural matters.

EXH BIT 3 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, NWB Water Licence

2AM MEL1631 Anendnent of the

Mel | adi ne Extensi on Proposal Final

Presentation of Meliadi ne Extension

Proposal Water Licence Amendnent

(English and I nuktitut)
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EXH BIT 4 - Electronic Copy

CurriculumVitae, Matt MDougal

(Engl i sh)

EXH BIT 5 - Electronic Copy

Curriculum Vitae, Al an Sexton
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association, go ahead with
your presentation.

Presentation by Kivalliq Inuit Association

L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chairman. MW nane is Luis Manzo, director of
| ands, Kivallig Inuit Association.

Wth me for the technical conponent of this
presentation, Dr. Matt MDougall wll intervene
hal f of the presentation to address the
technical issues related to water managenent.

Kivallig Inuit Association is a designated
Inuit organization under Article 39 of the
Nunavut Agreenent and represent Inuit
beneficiaries of the Nunavut Agreenent in the
Kivalliqg region. KIA holds titles to nmanage
surface lnuit-owned lands in the Kivalliq
region. The primry purpose of |nuit-owned
lands is to provide Inuit with rights in | ands
that pronote economc self-sufficiency in a

manner consistent with the cultural and soci al
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wel | -being of Inuit now and in the future.

Next slide, please. Qur nmandate: Manage
surface lInuit-owned |lands in a nmanner that
supports sustai nabl e econom ¢ devel opnent
opportunities for Inuit, ensure that any
econonm ¢ devel opnent is done in an
environnmental and a socially responsi bl e manner
that protects Inuit rights guaranteed under the
Nunavut Agreenent.

Next slide, please. The water -- the
amendnent for the water |icence 2AM MEL1631
anmendnent of the Meliadine project is to ensure
that the potential inpacts and benefits are
conprehensi vely assessed and ensure that |nuit
Qauj i maj atugangit val ues are incorporated into
I npact determ nation, mtigation, project
design, and nonitoring; ensure that the voices
of Inuit are heard; ensure that the rights of
Inuit are paranount and that they are respected
now and in the future.

KI A had one information request prior to
the technical neeting, which was resolved. KA
had three technical comments, Ml i adi ne charge
quality and quantity, AEMreference areas, Lake
B7 renedi ati on, which has been substantially

resol ved by commitnent or termand condition.
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KI A provi ded eight comments on Agnico Eagle
draft water licence framework, two of which are
resol ved and six which remain to be in
di scussi on.

Next slide, please. The proponent has made
the followng coomitnents in response to the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association technical coments:
the setting of an upper-bound discharge [imt
of a total authorized volunme of 2,600,000 cubic
netres per year to the Meliadi ne Lake.

Thr oughout m ne operations, under no
circunstances will be -- will the proponent
di scharge underground saline water to the
Mel i adi ne Lake.

Three, throughout m ne operation, the
proponent will continue to nonitor Lake B7 to
access the potential requirenments to renedi ate
Lake B7 at closure.

Updati ng the adaptive managenent plan to
integrate the prioritization of discharge
strategy and the conpletion of a reference | ake
noni tori ng program whi ch shall be included in
the 2025, 2026, and 2027 annual report.

Qut st andi ng coments. The remai ni ng
Kivalliq Inuit Association comrents/concern:

Ensure -- ensuring the commtnents nmade by the
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proponent to the Kivalliqg Inuit Association
remain -- remain binding and enforced by the
Nunavut Water Board:; the finalization of the
security nmanagenent agreenent and water
conpensati on agreenent is now conpleted and the
gl obal nunber. We -- we are now confirm ng
with the officials of that agreenent; the draft
wat er |icence franmework

Article 20 of the Nunavut Agreenent
requi res a conpensation agreenent to be in
pl ace before to -- the Nunavut Water Board
approving a |icence. The anendnent application
will substantially affect the quality,
gquantity, and flow of water flow ng through
| OL.

As such, a conpensation agreenent nust be
in place to conpensate KIA for any potentia
| osses or changes caused by the change in
quality and quantity of flow of that water.

The -- the Kivalliq Inuit Association is
wor ki ng -- has already worked the water
conpensati on agreenent with the proponent
reflecting the -- those requirenments under
Article 20, pending a letter to Nunavut \Water
Board to be sent fromKivalliq Inuit

Associ ati on.
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Security managenent agreenent. The
Kivalliqg Inuit Association received a draft
proposed anendnent to the security managenent
agreenent from Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada on Thursday, May 5
and -- and has since been working hard with the
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations Northern Affair --
Northern Affairs Canada to understand the
proposed anendnent.

At this tinme, no agreenent has been reached
for an anmendnent, but discussions continue to
nove forward in part wwth the resolution. W
wi | | update the Nunavut Water Board upon
finalization and anending the security
managenent agreenent during this week.

M MCDOUGALL: Matt MDougall for the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Before | go through our technical coments,
the KIA the Kivalliq Inuit Association, has
revi ewed outstandi ng coments from Environnment
Canada and Fisheries and Cceans related to
wi t hdrawal vol unes from Meli adi ne Lake at
cl osure. Specifically, we agree that further
information is required to assess the inpacts
to Meliadi ne Lake and downstream wat er sheds

with the water -- apol ogies. W agree that
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there's further information required to assess
the inpacts to Meliadine Lake and downstream
wat ersheds with the withdrawal rates present in
t hi s anmendnent.

To nove on, the Kivalliqg Inuit Association
has requested that the proponent incorporate
addi tional reference |akes in the nonitoring
program The purpose of this request was to
allow for the ability to better distinguish
bet ween m ne-rel ated i npacts and | ocal
variability in the watershed. The proponent
has commtted to conpleting a three-year
reference | ake nonitoring programwhich wll
begin in 2025 with the results reported in
2025, 2026, and 2027.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association requested
that the proponent include further detail on
Lake B7 renediation in the interimclosure and
recl amati on plan. The purpose of this request
stemmed fromthe concern that storage of saline
groundwat er in Lake B7 raises the possibility
of renmediating B7 to sustain aquatic |life and
be connected to | ocal watershed during closure
and post-cl osure.

I n response, the proponent conmtted to

noni tori ng Lake B7 during operations to assess
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the potential requirenents of renediati on of B7Y
at cl osure.

The Kivalliq Inuit Association and Agnico
Eagl e have recogni zed the need for saline
groundwat er to be managed separately from
surface contact water that is discharged to
Mel i adi ne Lake. The proponent conmtted to
separ at e managenent of the saline groundwater
and surface contact water and that under no
ci rcunstances will the proponent discharge
under ground saline groundwater to Meli adi ne
Lake.

The KI A has requested that -- the
proponent's commtnent to be incorporated as a
new | i cence termand condition as the
protection of water quality of Mliadi ne Lake
is fundanental. The Kivalliqg Inuit Association
does not believe that incorporating the
commtment list into the annual report
adequately reflects the inportance of
mai nt ai ni ng the separation of saline
groundwat er in Meliadine Lake which local Inuit
rely on for drinking, fishing, and access to
hunti ng grounds.

J. KATZ: Ckay. I'mjust going to

be brief and just deliver sone -- oh, yeah.
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Sorry. Jonathan Katz, |egal counsel to the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

|"'mgoing to be brief and just highlight a
few of the remai ning coments on the draft
water licence franmework. |'mnot going to go
through all of themin detail because the Board
has themand is -- is going to consider those
comments at the end of this proceeding, but I
just want to highlight a few inportant points.

Nunber 1, the Kivalliqg Inuit Association
supports the recommendati on of CIRNAC to anend
wording of Part 4 -- Part F, Nunber 4, to just
add sone nore clarity to the termand condition
wWith respect to the discharge of effluent from
the final discharge point relating to the
2.6 mllion.

The Kivallig Inuit Association appreciates
Canada' s requested anendnent and believes it
wi Il add strength to a provision that is of
ut nost inportance to lnuit.

Second, there nust be a termand condition
Wi th respect to Agnico Eagle's commtnent to
not di scharge saline groundwater into Meli adi ne
Lake. And before | go on, | just want to
correct one point that Luis made. The date

that we received the security nanagenent
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anmendnent was not May 5th. |t was
Septenber 5th. So I just wanted to make that
not e.

And | think that will be all. |If the Board
has any questions on the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation's comments on the draft water
licence, you can ask, and we will answer those
questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions from Agni co Eagle for the
Kivalliq Inuit Association?
Agni co Eagle Mnes Limted Questions Kivalliq
I nuit Associ ation
C. PRATHER: Col | een Prather with
Agni co Eagle. Thank you for the presentation.

W would just like to ask a question about
the water conpensation. Does the Kivalliq
Inuit Association agree that the water
conpensati on has been agreed upon and it is
currently wwth the Kivalliqg Inuit Association
for signature? Thanks.
L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chai rman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ati on.

We're waiting for confirmation with the

Board. As -- as we informed you this norning,
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the nunbers are being accounted and sended.
W're waiting for the Board to respond at that
point. Intime, w formally will send a letter
to Nunavut Water Board as required. Until
then, I will leave that for the end of the | ast
day or tonorrow when we have a response from

the Board. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Any ot her questions from
Agni co?
J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.

Just with Part F, Item4, with the -- with
the | anguage related to the di scharge of
Mel | adi ne Lake. Because original wording,

Agni co Eagle and the Kivalliq Inuit Association
agreed to that. So we just don't know how t he
addi ti onal wording will be incorporated into

t he agreed wordi ng.

So maybe we can talk about that a little
bit |later today 'cause we don't -- we just
don't understand howit's all going to cone
together with all the wording.

J. KATZ: Jonat han Katz, |egal
counsel, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

|'"d be happy to work offline to address

what the wording will ook Iike. | believe
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Cl RNAC proposed in the terns and conditions of
the licence sone wording, and so we could | ook
at that after and -- and put it together.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Any ot her questions from
Agni co Eagl e? Thank you.

Any questions fromthe Nunavut Tunngavi k
Incorporated to Kivalliqg Inuit Association?
E. GREENE: No questions from Nunavut
Tunngavi k.  Thank you.
THE COURT: Any questions from
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs?
A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Am nul Haque, Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

No questi ons.
THE CHAI R Any questions from
Environnent and Cinmate Change?
R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Russel | Wkes, Environnent and Cimate Change
Canada.

We have no questions at this tine.
THE CHAI R Fi sheries and Cceans?
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Jose Audet-Lecouffe, Fisheries and CQceans.
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We don't have any questions at this tine.
Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions fromthe nenbers of the
public?

Seei ng none, any questions fromthe Board
staff? Go ahead.

Nunavut Water Board Staff Questions Kivallig
I nuit Association

K. KHARATYAN: Kar en Khar atyan, water
board. Thank you, Madam Chair.

One comment and one question maybe, a
comment regarding the draft for the |licence
framework. The Board acknow edges that there
wer e sone proposed changes by Agnico Eagle for
existing licence ternms and conditions, and we
are also m ndful that there were sone comments
or di sagreenents or, yes, concerns raised by
I nt ervenors.

Just for your information, yes, although
the Board didn't raise any question -- didn't
ask any question about these changes and about
t he proposed agreenent or disagreenent by
parties, we will consider all subm ssions
bef ore maki ng a deci si on about any |icence

terns and conditi ons.
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And the question is for Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation regardi ng security managenent
agreenent. You nentioned that you are worKking
on this. Just be -- you know, that before the
public hearing record is closed, we need a
confirmati on about security managenent
agreenent and water usage conpensation. Just
to get Kivalliqg confirmation, whether they
agree with the nunber -- gl obal nunber Agnico
Eagl e provided this norning and also with the
br eakdown of tranches or three phases for the
security and also the -- the proportion, a
50-50 percent split of the security. Thank
you.

L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chairman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation.

Regar di ng the conpensation, we do agree on
the nunber. We are expecting confirmation from
the Board in the -- in the next two -- two
days.

And for the security nmanagenent agreenent,
we did -- or the security itself, we did --
there's two things. One is we do agree in the
gl obal nunber based in the recl ai m nodel

presented. That nunber is between the three
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parties, security agreenent.

Now, the security nmnanagenent agreenent,
which is a subcontract to our base, to split
that security 50-50, Canada rai sed sone | egal
I ssues to address in the security nanagenent
agreenent. W have retai ned expl anations. So
those -- and we're working with Cl RNAC and t he
proponent to address those once they -- once
the | egal counsel's able to resolve that, we
will go back to the Board and -- and report to
it.

But | would like to say as a coment
there's an existing nmanagenent agreenent signed
at this point intine. Soit's only an
amendnment. The agreenent should be accounted
for at the last mnute, if it's -- if that is
the case, but we received that, |like | said,
|late | ast week and tried to yesterday nake it
better clarity for that security managenent
agreenent, but we're still working on it.

So | hope that's addressing the concerns,
two things, security nanagenent agreenent and
how that one is split, which is a private
contract between the proponent, ClIRNAC and Kl A.
We do agree in the global nunbers that we work

with the proponent, which is 140 mllion using
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for that. Thanks, M. Chairman -- Madam
Chai r man.
K. KHARATYAN: Not hi ng nore. Karen
Khar at yan, water board.
Thank you, Madam Chair. Good for now.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Any questions fromthe Board panel nenbers?
L. TOOVASI E: No question. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Thank you, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.
Presentati on by the Nunavut Tunngavi k
| ncor por at ed.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

Do the w tnesses wish to be sworn or

af firmed?

E. GREENE: Af firmed.

R MERCER Affirmed.

E. GREENE: And we al so have Arthur

onl i ne who m ght speak too.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water
Boar d.

Arthur is your |legal counsel, so we don't

need to swear or affirmhim
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So if | can get the witnesses to state and

spell their nane for the record, please.

E. GREENE: Ezra Greene, E-Z-R- A

| ast name, G R E-E-NE

R MERCER Raynond Mercer,
RAY-MOND ME-R CE-R

EZRA GREENE, RAYMOND MERCER, Affirned

T. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, | egal

counsel for the Nunavut Water Board.

So, Madam Chair, | have a presentation -- a

hard copy of the presentation about to be

provi ded by Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed,

| propose to mark that as the next exhibit

this public hearing. And that concl udes ny

procedural matters, Madam Chair.
EXHBIT 6 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentati on, NTlI Presentation For
Nunavut Water Board's Public Hearing
on Agnico Eagle Mnes Ltd.'s
Application to Amend its Type A Water
Li cence for the Meliadine Mne
(English and I nuktitut)

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.

and

I n

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por ated, go ahead

W th your presentation.

Presentati on by Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed
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E. GREENE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Ezra Greene, Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

You can go to the next slide here. So the
rol e of Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated is to
represent the Inuit of Nunavut for the purpose
of ensuring that Inuit rights are fully
respected, including Aboriginal rights such as
the duty to consult under Section 35 of the
Canadi an constitution and treaty rights,
nmeani ng t he Nunavut Agreenent rights and
obl i gati ons.

NTlI's role extends to ensuring that the
processes of the institutions of public
governnent are in keeping with the Nunavut
Agreenent, the Nunavut Waters and Surface
Ri ghts Tri bunal Act, and uphol ding Inuit
participation and consultation requirenents.

In this review process, NIl supports the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association, the Kivalligq
WIldlife Board, hunters and trappers
organi zations, and communities generally in
addressing issues that are of concern to al
I nuit in Nunavut, including the pronotion of
nuit culture and the safeguarding of Ilnuit's
wildlife, environnent, culture, |ands, and

econony.
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So in our presentation, we wll be
supporting the Kivalliq Inuit Association's
subm ssions. W support their final witten
subm ssion, and we have additional conments on
three of the Kivalliq Inuit Association's
proposed anmendnents to the Agnico Eagle M ne
Mel i adi ne water |icence.

So regarding Kivalliqg Inuit Association's
Comment 6, NTI appreciates Agnico Eagle M nes'
new proposed commtnent in the draft water
licence in Part 4 [sic], Section 4, to limt
t he annual discharge of treated effluent into
Mel i adi ne Lake.

Simlarly, NTlI supports Kivalliq Inuit
Association's call for a new licence termthat
Agnico Eagle Mnes will under no circunstances
di scharge underground sal i ne groundwater to
Mel i adi ne Lake. This Agnico Eagle M ne
commtment to Kivalliq Inuit Association

related to protecting water quality in

Mel i adi ne Lake is fundanental. |1t should be an

explicit obligation in the Nunavut Water

Board's main authorization for Mliadine mne.
As a licenced term it will be legally

enforceabl e, |less easily anended than a

managenent plan conm tnent and prom nent for
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lnuit and the public to see.

So regarding Kivallig Inuit Association's
Comment 7 regarding draft water licence Part B,
Section 10, NTI shares the Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation's concern that under Agnico Eagle
M nes' new proposed wording for Part B,

Section 10, a managenent plan could be deened
approved despite Inuit or others having
expressed legitimate, unresolved concerns with
t he pl an.

Therefore, the NTI urges the Nunavut Water
Board not to accept the wordi ng Agnico Eagle
M ne proposed in the June 2024 -- in June 2024
or inits final subm ssion. The water
| icence's original wording should conti nue.

So on Kivalliqg Inuit Association's
Comment 7 regarding the draft water |icence,
Part B, Section 10 -- oh, sorry. Next slide.
So regarding Kivallig Inuit Association's
Comment 7 on the draft water |icence Part C,
Section 7, NTlI agrees that the water |icence
shoul d require Agnico Eagle Mne to file an
updat ed cost estimate for reclamati on al ong
with its final reclamation and cl osure plan and
therefore supports Kivalliqg Inuit Association's

proposed anendnment to the existing Section 7
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and Part C of the water |icence.

At the same tine, NIl sees value in AEM s
proposed new Section 7 whereby the Nunavut
Water Board, the |licencee, the Crown, and/or
Kivalliqg Inuit Association could reviewthe
liability reclamation requirenents and seek to
revise the anmount of security that Agnico Eagle
M nes nust hold in light of changed
ci rcunst ances.

Shoul d the cost of security increase
significantly, revising Agnico Eagle M nes'
| egal obligations in a tinmely way confirns that
the proponent is positioned to neet all their
cl osure obligations. Therefore, Nunavut
Tunngavi k reconmends i ncl udi ng the anmended
water |icence, both the current Part C,

Section 7, as edited by the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation as well as the proposed new term by
Agni co Eagl e M nes.

So NTI's comments on subm ssions by Cl RNAC,
the Departnent of Fisheries and Cceans, and
Environnent and Cimte Change Canada. The
out st andi ng technical coments raised by the
Departnment of Fisheries and Oceans and
Environnent and i mte Change Canada as the

well -- as well as the comments on security by
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Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
all relate to the environnmental protection and

by extension to the long-termability of Inuit

to nmeani ngfully harvest and enjoy the | ands and
wat ers affected by the Meliadi ne m ne.

Nunavut Tunngavi k agrees with CI RNAC s
proposal to update the Nunavut Water Board on
the issue of security before and at the public
hearing, and | believe this has been provided
now. But, yeah, CIRNAC, Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation, and Agni co should provide this
updat e.

Next slide. So conmenting on draft
water -- or draft water |icence Part E,

Section 2, NTl shares the Departnent of

Fi sheries and Cceans and Envi ronnment and
Climate Change Canada's concerns with the
Agni co Eagle M ne proposal to nore than double
the authorized volune of water that Agnico
Eagle M nes may take fromthe Ml iadine Lake to
flood the pits upon closure of Meliadine mne
from4 to 87 mllion cubic netres.

An aut horized vol une shoul d be based on
reliable predictions about what anmount of water
I's needed to reflood the pits and how nuch

vol une can be w thdrawn w t hout jeopardizing
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the quality of Meliadine Lake's aquatic
envi ronnent .

NTlI recommends that planning for this
aspect of the Meliadine mne's closure happen
as soon as possible and in tine for Agnico
Eagle M nes to adjust its operations if it
turns out that the volune of water needed woul d
conprom se the aquatic environnent in Meliadine
Lake. It would be unacceptable to Inuit to
di scover that the plan to draw water from
Mel i adi ne Lake j eopardizes the | ake's health or
downst r eam wat er sheds and that there is no
sound alternative to conpleting closure for the
m ne.

And a comment on Environnment and Cimate
Change Canada's Comment 19, closure criteria
for surface water quality. So NTI supports the
ECCC recommendation that the water quality
criteria for closure of Meliadine mne and
Agni co Eagle M nes' interimclosure and
recl amati on plan be protective of aquatic life
for all water bodies if, as -- as Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada predicts, all of the
wat er bodies will be reconnected to -- or
facilities will be reconnected to the regiona

surface water network post-closure and fish
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woul d eventually be able to popul ate these

wat er bodi es.

It's a very inportant issue because fishing

edi ble and healthy fish is essential to the
Inuit way of life, and post-closure the water
must be safe for fish and for Inuit.

Quj annam i k.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions to the Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated fromthe Agnico Eagle M ne?

Agni co Eagle Mnes Limted Questions Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed

J. QUESNEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agni co Eagl e.

Just -- | just need sone clarification,
Slide 6, related to the | ast paragraph,
“"therefore, NTI recomends including"” -- I|ike,
once you get to as well as -- Agnico Eagle's
proposed new term can you just clarify what --
what you're referencing.

E. GREENE: Il wll turn this one to
Arthur Yuan, who is online.

A. YUAN: Art hur Yuan, | egal
counsel for NTI

Coul d you please refrane the question

again. I'mnot sure | understand the question.
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J. QUESNEL: Jam e Quesnel, Agnico
Eagl e.
Slide 6, the |ast paragraph, it says:
(as read)
Therefore, NTI recommends including in
t he anended water |icence both the
current Part C, Section 7, as edited
by Kivalliq Inuit Association as well
as Agni co Eagle's proposed new term
So ny question is: For Agnico Eagle's proposed

new term what are you referring to? Wuat's --

what -- what are you referencing?
A. YUAN: kay. | believe we -- we
are tal king about the proposed -- that -- the

| anguage or the concept that all the party wl
review the liability requirenment and seek to
advi se the anmount of security based on any
changi ng circunstance. | believe that -- that
| anguage has value. It could be added to the
Kivallig Inuit Association's proposed
amendnent .

s that clear?
J. QUESNEL: Jam e Quesnel, Agnico
Eagl e.

So we just want to nake sure we're on the

sanme page because we understand KIA, Kivallig
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I nuit Association, provided new wordi ng for

Part C, Item7, and we stated we agree with
that revised wording. So is that what you're
referring to? It's that we agree to Kivalliq
Inuit Association's recommended change to

Part C, Item7? | just want to nake sure we're
al i gned on this.

A. YUAN: kay. Yeah. So it would
appear that in NTl's presentation that

we paraphrased or rephrased your changes. |It's
our understanding that you al so proposed the
flexi ble | anguage, the -- basically, the review

requi rements based on any changi ng circunstance

after this proceeding. |'mnot sure that's the
correct phrasing of your -- part of your
proposal .

So that's -- that's our understandi ng of

part of your proposal, that the security be --
be revi ewed based on any changi ng circunstance.
So that -- you know, it mght be easier to --
for parties to make -- to reach agreenent at
this point wth the understanding that this
anmount coul d be reviewed down the road based on
changi ng circunst ance.

Perhaps we will look into that to make --

just to identify and see whet her we have
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m sunder stood your position. |f that's the
case, we will perhaps provide a clarification

at a later part of this proceeding.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e.
J. QUESNEL.: Jam e Quesnel, Agnico
Eagl e.

W're still not following this -- this

conponent of their presentation. However, we
wll talk to themoffline so we don't delay the
conversation right now, but we'll talk to NTI

at -- at the break so we understand what they
are referring too because right at this nonent

we don't understand. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.
A. YUAN: kay. That makes sense.
THE CHAI R: Kivalliqg Inuit

Associ ati on, go ahead.

J. KATZ: kay. | think --
Jonat han Katz, |egal counsel, Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on.

Am | correct here that -- so in the
original |licence anendnent that Agnico Eagle
put forward, there is originally paragraph 7
under that section, which was strucken out, and
that started with: (as read)

The |icencee shall within six nonths
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foll owm ng commencenent of conmerci al

oper ati ons.
And so KIA -- the Kivalliq Inuit Association's
reconmendati on was to not strike out the
entirety of that paragraph 7, and | think the
provi sion that NTl m ght be |looking at is
the -- the new witten paragraph 7. And so |
t hink that m ght be the confusion, but we could
talk about it offline if that hasn't clarified
it. Thank you.
THE CHAI R s that good with Agnico
Eagl e? GCkay. Thank you.

Any questions -- sorry. Board staff.
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

| "' massum ng that once you have had those
of fline discussions and have clarity for
yourselves you will report back to the Board?
Because |, simlarly, amhaving difficulty
followng this through because in terns of the
ability of the Board to be -- trigger an
anmendnent to the security anount, those
provisions are currently contained in Item9.

And so when we start to cross-reference --

so ltemC -- or Part C, Item9 gives the Board
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the ability to trigger an anendnent either on
application of any of the parties to the
security nmanagenent agreenent or on the Board's
own initiative. So 8 and 9 have those. So
changes to Item 7 would al so have to be sort of
t hought about in the context of Item 8 and 9.
So cone back to ne with maybe sone clarity
on what the parties are agreeing to because,
again, | remnd the parties the Board's focus
in ternms of the security managenent agreenent
iIs not on the details. That is a private
agreenent between | andowners and the proponent.
The Board's focus is on understanding what is
the gl obal security anount, total security,
hel d by both | andowners, and then what is the
security anmount that needs to be held by the
Board under the water |licence by the Mnister.
So it's those two key conponents. Any of
t he other changes or revisions to the security
managenent agreenent, it's not filed with the
Board. The Board does not expect to be kept
apprised of those -- of those details. Wat
the Board is looking for is the -- do the
parti es have agreenent under the security
managenent agreenent, how nuch security needs

to be held by both | andowners, and then what is
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the security anount that needs to be held under
the water licence.

So that's the Board's focus. All the other
details are not things that would trigger
amendnents to the water licence. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you. So both
parties will get back to Board staff.

Any questions fromthe Crown-I|ndi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs to the Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed?
A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Am nul Haque, Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

No questions at this tinme. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions from Environnment and Cimte
Change Canada?

R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Russel | Wkes, Environnent and Cinmate Change
Canada.

We have no questions for NIl at this tine.
THE CHAI R Any questions from
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada?

J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jose Audet -Lecouffe, Fisheries and Oceans

Canada.
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We don't have any questions at this tine.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Any questions fromthe
public for Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor porat ed?
Seei ng none, any questions fromthe Board
staff?
S. AUTUT: St ephani e Aut ut, Nunavut
Wat er Board.

We have no questions, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Any questions fromthe
Panel ?

L. TOOMASI E: No questions from Panel .
Thank you.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you for your

present ati on.

Let's take a fewmnute break. W'I| be
ri ght back.
( ADJ OURNVENT)
THE CHAI R Okay. Next we have a

presentati on by the Crown-Indi genous Rel ations
and Northern Affairs.

Legal counsel.
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Boar d.

Do the witnesses wish to be affirnmed or
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SWor n?

A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Affirmed.

T. MEADOWS: If I can have the

Wi t nesses state and spell their name for the

record, please.

A. HAQUE: Ami nul Haque, A-MI-N UL
HAQUE

J. HART: Jeff Hart, J-E-F-F
HART.

AM NUL HAQUE, JEFF HART, Affirnmed
T. NEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, | ega
counsel for the Nunavut Water Board.

So, Madam Chair, | have three
presentations -- three hard copy presentations
i n various |anguages from Crown- | ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada, and |
propose to mark those as the next exhibits in
this public hearing. And, Madam Chair, those
are nmy procedural matters. Thank you.

EXH BIT 7 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, Agnico Eagle M nes

Limted s Anendnent Application for

Type "A" Water Licence 2AM MEL1631

(Engl i sh)

EXH BIT 8 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
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Presentati on, Agnico Eagle M nes
Limted s Amendnent Application for
Type "A" Water Licence 2AM MEL1631
(I'nuktitut)
EXHBIT 9 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentati on, Agnico Eagle M nes
Limted s Amendnent Application for
Type "A" Water Licence 2AM MEL1631
(French)
THE CHAI R Thank you.
And | just renenbered. How about the
guesti on between Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated, Kivalliq Inuit Association with
Agni co Eagl e.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
So perhaps if the parties have cone to sone
clarification that they would wi sh to share
right now. Perhaps we can follow up on that
bef ore Crown-I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs Canada begins.
THE CHAI R Yes, please.
Agni co Eagl e.
J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.
We still need a little bit nore tine to

talk it through. So by tonorrow norning we
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shoul d have nore clarity. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs, go ahead with your presentation.
Presentati on by Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada
A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Good afternoon. M nane is Am nul Haque.
| amthe water managenent coordi nator of the
wat er resource division with the Nunavut
regional office of Crown-Indi genous Rel ations
and Northern Affairs Canada.
| would like to thank Madam Chair, the
Nunavut Water Board nenbers, along with your
teamfor allowing us to present to you on
behal f of our departnment. | would also like to
t hank Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted, the community
representatives, fellow intervenors, and the
Rankin Inlet community for wel com ng us and
participating in this public hearing. Lastly,
| want to thank the translators for providing
transl ation.
Next slide. This presentation wll
progress in this followng order: | wll begin
wi th Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern

Affairs Canada's role and responsibility and
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the departnent's contribution to the water

i cence review, then discuss the status of the
techni cal review comments and recommendati ons
submtted to the Nunavut Water Board during the
technical review stage; after that, | wll

di scuss sone outstandi ng i ssues and open the
floor to questions.

Next slide, please. Crown-Indigenous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada's
responsibilities, mandate, and obligation are
in alignnment with the foll ow ng acts:
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Act, the Nunavut Agreenent, Nunavut Land C ai ns
Agreenent Act, Nunavut Waters and Nunavut
Surface Rights Tribunal Act and the associ at ed
regul ati on, Nunavut Pl anni ng and Proj ect
Assessnment Act, Territorial Lands Act and the
associ ated regul ations, Arctic Waters Pol | ution
Prevention Act.

Next slide. On January 29, 2024, Agnico
Eagle M nes Limted provided the Board with an
anmendnent application and supporting docunent
for their Type "A water |icence nunber
2AM MEL1631. Crown-I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada has participated in al

stages of the technical review process and
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provided final witten subm ssion to Nunavut
Water Board for their consideration.

Next | will discuss the status of the
technical review comments. Per Nunavut Water
Board's request dated March 26, 2024, to review
the 2024 water |icence anendnent application by
Agni co Eagle M nes, CIRNAC submtted technica
review comments and associ ated recommendati ons
on April 26, 2024.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada rai sed concerns regarding the
adapti ve managenent plan discharged to Lake
Mel i adi ne, the storage of saline water in
Lake B7, water quality predictions, groundwater
flow, and water use.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada conmunicated in witing and in
person with Agnico Eagle to resolve concerns
rai sed during the technical review Agnico
Eagl e has satisfactorily addressed all the
technical comments. Therefore, Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada
identifies all the technical review comments
submtted on April 26, 2024, as a result.

Now | 'd |like to address sone outstandi ng

i ssues. Technical review comments related to
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t he adaptive managenent plan has been resol ved,
and Cl RNAC recomends that it be included in
the licence. Under the adaptive managenent

pl an principle, |anguage added indicating that
the water licence shall prevail if there is any
conflict or inconsistency between the terns and
condition of the water |icence and the adaptive
managenent pl an.

Next slide. Regarding security estimate,
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada, Kivalliqg Inuit organization -- Kivallig
I nuit Association and Agni co Eagl e has agreed
to a global security anmobunt for the existing
licence and associated activities related to
the current anmendnent application. Parties
have presented that estinmate to the Nunavut
Water Board for their consideration.

Next slide. For security managenent
agreenent, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada has agreed on the
gl obal security anmount and the -- and a split
of the security anmount into three tranches, and
It has been submtted to the Board for its
consi der ati on.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern

Affairs Canada has al so agreed on the division
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of this security split wiwth Kivalliq Inuit
organi zation, and Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs is working with Kivalliq
Inuit Association and Agnico Eagle to finalize
the security managenent agreenent.

Regarding draft water |icence anendnent
framewor k, Agnico -- Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs has revi ewed Agnico
Eagl e' s proposed edit and changes to the water
| i cence anmendnent. Crown-Indi genous Rel ations
and Northern Affairs has submtted its coments
for Nunavut Water Board's consideration.

Crown- I ndi genous -- Crown- | ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada wl|
continue to work with Agnico Eagle through the
wat er |icence application review process to
protect Nunavut -- Nunavut's inland water
resource while pronoting sustai nabl e
devel opnent.

| want to thank the Nunavut Water Board for
hol di ng this public hearing, the other
I ntervenors for their reviews, and the
proponent for their reports in addressing
i ntervenors' concern.

This concludes the presentation. W wll

now t ake any questions. Thank you, Madam
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Chair.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions for the Crown-I ndi genous
Rel ati ons from Agni co Eagl e M nes?

Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted Questions
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada

J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle. Thank you for the
presentati on.

Just for clarification regarding the
security on the split, you said you agree with
the split. So you agree with the 50-50 split?
Can you just confirmthat. Thank you.

A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Am nul Haque, Crown-Indigenous Rel ations and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

| confirmthat we agree to 50-50 split with
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.

Al so, would you agree that we woul d use a
security nmanagenent agreenent to -- to address
t hese conponents of the security with the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association?

A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
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| woul d request Agnico Eagle to clarify the
question. So what kind of clarity or what kind
of concern you are referring here?

J. QUESNEL.: Thank you. Jam e
Quesnel , Agnico Eagl e.

Just for clarity on the question, we would
use the security managenent agreenent to ensure
we don't have doubl e bonding. Thank you.

A. HAQUE: Am nul Haque,
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Yeah. W at CIRNAC would like to confirm
that the -- one of the ains of the security
managenent agreenent is to make sure there is
no doubl e bondi ng.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.

Any questions fromthe Nunavut Tunngavi k
| ncor por at ed?

E. GREENE: Ezra G eene, Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

No questions from Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated. Qujannam i K.

THE CHAI R Any questions fromthe
Kivalliq Inuit Association?
Kivalliqg Inuit Association Questions

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
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Canada
L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chai rman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ati on.

| have one questions for CIRNAC in regard
to security nanagenent agreenment. Can you
confirmthat security managenent agreenent wl |l
be addressed before Thursday 5 PW?
A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Am nul Haque, Crown-Indigenous Rel ations and
Northern Affairs Canada.

| would like to confirmthat
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada is working with Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation and Agnico Eagle to finalize the
security managenent agreenent and wor ki ng
towards it.
L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chairman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ati on.

No nore questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions from Environnment and Cinmate
Change?
R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Russel | Wkes, Environnment and dimate Change
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Canada.

W have no questions at this tine.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Fi sheries and Cceans Canada.

J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jose Audet -Lecouffe, Fisheries and Oceans
Canada.

We don't have any questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Any questions fromthe
general public? No questions.

Any questions fromthe Board staff?
Nunavut Water Board Staff Questions
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Madam Chair.
I have one clarification question to Cl RNAC.

St ephani e Autut, Nunavut WAter Board.

Just going back to the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation question, | believe the date and
time of Thursday, 5 PMwas included in the
qguestion. Can you pl ease provide confirmation
that the security managenent agreenent -- the
goal is to have consensus on that by 5 tonorrow --
end of -- end of hearing tonorrow?

A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Am nul Haque, Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and
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Nort hern Affairs Canada.

| would like to confirmthat we agreed on
the global -- global security anmount. W
have -- we agreed on the split of the security
amount between Kivalliqg Inuit organization
and -- and Governnent of Canada 50-50 split. |
al so agreed on the paynent of the security
in-- in three tranches.

However, at this nonent, we -- we -- we can
commt to work on finalizing the agreenent and
signing the agreenent and working towards it.
S. AUTUT: St ephani e Autut, Nunavut
Wat er Board. Thank you.

That is the informati on we were | ooki ng
for. Thank you, Madam Chair. | believe Karen
has addi ti onal questi ons.

K. KHARATYAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.

One clarification or comment regarding
Slide 6 of CIRNAC presentation. There it was
stated that CI RNAC recommends that adaptive
managenent plan be included in this -- in the
licence. Just for our record, it should be
hel pful to nention that adaptive nanagenent
plan is already included wthin the Iicence.
There are two terns and conditions, part --

under Part B, ltem 20, 21, that discuss
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adapti ve managenent pl an.

For our clarity, I would ask CIRNAC to
confirmwhether they are recommending to
approve the final version of adaptive
managenent plan submtted by Agnico Eagle.

A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Am nul Haque, Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

It is to confirmthat we are reconmendi ng

t he adaptive managenent plan is part -- be part
of the licence as the approved managenent plan,
and the final version that has been submtted
to the water board is considered as the final
version from Cl RNAC. Thank you.
K. KHARATYAN: Kar en Khar atyan, water
board. Thank you, CIRNAC. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

No nore questi ons.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions fromthe panel nenbers?

L. TOQOVASI E: | don't have a question.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you for your

presentati on.
Next we have is Environnent and Cimte

Change Canada for your presentation.
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Legal counsel.

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

Do the witnesses wish to be sworn or
affirmed?

R WYKES: Russel | Wkes,

Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.
Affirmed.

THE CHAI R If I can have the

W t nesses state and spell their nanme for the

record, please.

R WYKES: Russel | Wkes,

RUSSEL-L WY-K-E-S.

S. FORTE: Sarah Forte, S-A-R-A-H

F-ORT-E

RUSSEL WYKES, SARAH FORTE, Affirnmed

T. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, | egal

counsel for the Nunavut \Water Board.

So, Madam Chair, | have the hard copy
presentation materials and al so an executive
summary from Environnment and C i nmate Change
Canada, and | propose to mark and file those as
the next exhibits in the public hearing. And
that concludes ny procedural matters, Madam

Chair.
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EXH BIT 10 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Meliadine Type A Water

Li cence Anmendnent, Public Hearing

Presentati on by Environnent and

Cl i mat e Change Canada (English and

| nuktitut)

EXH BI T 11 - Hard Copy, ECCC -

Mel i adine Gold M ne W. anendnent,

Fi nal Subm ssion Executive Sunmary
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Environnent and dinmate Change, you nay
proceed.

Presentation by Environnent and Cinmate Change

Canada
R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Good afternoon, Madam Chair -- Russell Wkes,

Environnment and d i mate Change Canada.

Good afternoon, Madam Chair, panel nenbers,
El ders, conmunity nenbers, Board staff, Agnico
Eagle, and fellow intervenors. M nane is
Russel | Wkes, and |I'm a senior environnental
assessnment officer with Environnent and Cimate
Change Canada. Wth ne today | have our water
qual ity anal yst Sarah Forte and joi ning us
renotely we have Stephinie Mllon, environnental

assessnent officer.
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Next slide, please. 1'll start by
presenting our departnent’'s nmandate, briefly
touch on the acts and legislation relevant to
Environnment and d i mate Change Canada, and then
"Il pass it over to Sarah to outline the
out st andi ng comrents and recomendati ons
provi ded in Environnment and C i nate Change
Canada' s technical review regarding Agnico
Eagle's application for a Type 'A water
| i cence anmendnent submtted to the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

Next slide, please. Environnent and
Climate Change Canada's nmandate includes the
preservation and enhancenent of the quality of
the natural environment, including water, air,
and soil quality, and the coordination of
rel evant policies and prograns of the
Gover nment of Canada.

It al so includes renewabl e resources such
as mgratory birds and other non-donestic flora
and fauna, neteorology, and the enforcenent of
rules and regul ati ons.

Next slide, please. Environnent and
Climate Change Canada's mandate i s governed by
the Departnent of the Environnent Act, the

Canadi an Environnental Protection Act, the
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pol l uti on prevention provisions of the
Fi sheries Act, the Mgratory Birds Convention
Act, and the Species at Ri sk Act.

Next slide, please. | wll now pass the
presentation over to Sarah to di scuss our
techni cal comrents.

S. FORTE: Thank you, Russell
Sarah Forte with Environnent and O i nmate Change
Canada.

Conment Nunber 11 is about water quality in
the pits and | akes on-site during closure and
post-closure, and -- and this is predicted in
the water bal ance and water quality nodel. The
nodel incorporates site-specific
characteristics, nonitoring data, and proposed
managenent neasures. It predicts that certain
paranmeters will exceed water quality guidelines
for the protection of aquatic |ife during
post-closure at three |ocations: Pond SP6,

Pit WESO4, and Lake J1.

In sone instances, like for ammonia in
Lake J1, exceedances are predicted three to
five years post-closure, and concentrations
subsequent|ly decrease. So this is not as
worrisonme. |In others, such as for chloride in

Pit WESO4, exceedances are predicted to begin
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65 years post-closure and show an i ncreasing
trend for the remaining 19 years nodel |l ed.

This is nore concerni ng because the problem
doesn't arise until many decades after the site
Is closed, and there is no indication that it
will get better with tine.

Envi ronnment and C i mate Change Canada
requested that Agni co propose nmanagenent
measures to avoi d exceedances foll ow ng
closure. Depending on the mtigation actions
proposed, sone could ve -- had to be taken
during operations. The actions that Agnico
proposed during the technical neeting in June
coul d be taken during closure, suggesting it
may not be necessary to nake nmanagenent changes
in the tinme span of the operations.

Next slide, please. In their final witten
subm ssion, Agnhico commts to integrating the
mtigati on neasures proposed to address water
gqual ity exceedances during post-closure into
the interimclosure and reclamation pl an.

This resol ves Environnent and Cimate
Change Canada's concern. W trust the Nunavut
Wat er Board to set an appropriate tineline for
nodi fications to the plan.

Next slide, please. GCkay. Nunmber 17 -- or

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 118

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

Comment Nunber 17. The aquatic environnent

noni tori ng program does as its names suggests
and nonitors the | akes receiving outfall and
effluent fromthe mne. The programreports on
field measurenents every year to ensure that
effects do not pose a risk to the aquatic

envi ronment and are not greater than those
predicted in the final environnental inpact

st at ermrent .

One of the tools used to analyze effects is
conparing paraneter concentrations neasured
each year with the concentrations neasured
bef ore m ne devel opnent. For this project,

t hese background or baseline values are called
“normal s* and are defined for each paraneter as
the 90th percentile of concentrations neasured
during baseline and at the begi nning of
oper ati ons.

The di sagreenent on this topic is over the
normal s cal cul ated for Meliadi ne Lake. M ne
effluent is discharged into the east basin of
Mel | adi ne Lake which is connected through the
narrows to the bigger northwest and sout hwest
basi ns.

In the annual reports since 2019, every

year Agnhico comments on how water chem stry is
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natural ly distinct between the east basin and
the other two basins. No baseline data from
the east basin was used to cal cul ate Meli adi ne
Lake normals for metals or nitrogen conpounds.
So these normals are not representative of all
areas of the | ake.

Since the Meliadine Lake normals are
typically |l ower than east basin concentrations
when neasurenents are conpared agai nst nornal s,
nore paraneters are flagged as anonmal ous. This
results in closer scrutiny on those paraneters,
whi ch is not an issue.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada's
concern is that the use of Meliadi ne Lake
normal s that are not representatives is
m sl eadi ng, and Agni co should be able to
descri be baseline conditions in the east basin.
To date, they have not provided sufficient
rationale to explain why they cannot cal cul ate
east basin specific nornals.

In their final witten response, Agnico
states they do not believe east basin specific
normal s are required because water quality in
the east basin is predicted to change due to
di scharges. They then add during closure to

post-closure, concentrations are predicted to
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gradual | y decrease to background | evel s.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada's
request is that they define those background
| evel s, and calculating normals is a nethod
that has been used to date for this exercise.
Environnent and C i mate Change Canada
recommends Agni co establish east basin specific
normals to support the aquatic effects
nmoni toring programand help interpret potenti al
ef f ects.

Next slide, please. Nunber 19. The
interimclosure and recl amati on pl an descri bes
how the site will be cleaned up during closure
and what it will look Iike in post-closure.
This topi c has been discussed earlier today.
Agni co has confirnmed they would not dismantle
wat er managenent structures until water behind
those structures neets requirenents. There is
sonme uncertainty in what the requirenments wll
be.

A recomendation on this slide was nmade
assum ng a post-closure scenario as in the
current closure plan where eventually all water
bodi es are reconnected to the fish-bearing
regi onal surface water and both active care and

noni t ori ng cease.
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In this case, Environnent and Cimate
Change Canada conti nues to recommend
prelimnary water quality for closure that is
protective of aquatic life. |Incorporating this
as an objective in the interimclosure and
reclamati on plan can drive planning at this
operation stage to nmake sure the objective is
obtai ned. So that was the recomendati on.

We'd also |ike to signal sone information
Environnent and d i mate Change Canada has which
is different fromwhat was presented in
Agnico's final witten subm ssion. They wote
that the Polaris mne does not have recognized
cl osed mne status, and we'd |like to signal
that Pol aris received recogni zed cl osed m ne
status in 2006. A copy of the Environnment
Canada letter to this effect can be found on
the Nunavut Water Board registry in the 2006
annual report submtted by Teck Com nco.

Next slide, please. Qur Comment Nunber 29
is conmmon with the Departnent of Fisheries and
Oceans' unresol ved Coment Nunber 2. The water
licence includes authorization to w thdraw
wat er from Meli adi ne Lake, and Agnico Eagle is
requesting an anended |icence include an

aut hori zed volune for the closure phase. The
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cl osure phase is currently planned after the
licence expires in 2031. They are requesting
8.7 mllion cubic netres per year.

The information presented to date does not
al l ow Environment and dimate Change Canada to
evaluate if this quantity wll protect flows
downstream of Meliadi ne Lake to the Meli adine
and Di ane R ver.

In their 2014 final environnental inpact
statenment presented to the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board, Agnico proposed to w thdraw
17 mllion cubic netres a year from Meli adi ne
Lake.

According to Section 7.3.3.10.2.3 of the
final inpact statenent, low flows at the | ake
outlets were predicted to decrease by 24 to
35 percent conpared to baseline conditions.
Such a reduction in flows woul d exceed the
Fi sheries and Cceans guidelines on [imting
changes to instantaneous discharge to | ess than
10 percent to maintain ecol ogical flow
requirenents.

These reductions could negatively inpact
the aquatic environnment. The current request
for 8.7 mllion cubic netres per year is bel ow

the initial anmpbunt eval uated, but since the
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data avail abl e does not all ow an eval uati on of
potential inpacts downstream of Meliadine, it
IS not possible to recommend an accept abl e
anount. The hydrol ogi cal systemis conpl ex,
and | ooking at statistics |ike w thdrawal
volune relative to | ake volune does not all ow
us to characterize the inpacts at the outlets
of Meli adi ne Lake.

Environnent and di mate Change Canada
acknow edges that Agnico would like to
determ ne wthdrawal rates for operationa
certainty and will evaluate any new data
provi ded to support their request. Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada recommends that the
Nunavut Water Board not include an authorized
wat er wi t hdrawal anmount for closure in an

anended |icence at this tine.

Next slide, please. Yeah. | guess that's
all. So we'd be happy to take any questions.
Thanks.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions for Environnent and Cinate
Change Canada from Agni co Eagle M nes?
J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agni co Eagl e.

| just want to follow up on the comrent
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regarding Polaris and the Schedule 2
conversation and also to add sone nore col our
or commentary to the water board's question
about Schedule 2. If you | ook on Schedule 2 in
the federal regulation, Item Nunber 2
on Schedule 2 is Garrow Lake in Nunavut, which
Is the Polaris mne. |It's still listed on
Schedule 2. | just wanted to add that
commentary. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions for Environnent and Cinmate

Change from Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed?

E. GREENE: Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.

Ezra G eene, Nunavut Tunngavi K.

No questions from Nunavut Tunngavi k.
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation.
L. MANZO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

No questions at this tine.
THE CHAI R: Any questions from
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs?
A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Am nul Haque, Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and

Nort hern Affairs Canada.
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No question at this tine.

THE CHAI R Any questions fromthe
general public?

Any questions fromthe Board staff?
Nunavut Water Board Staff Questions Environnent
and C i mate Change Canada
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephani e Autut, Nunavut Water Board.

Yes. The staff do have sone questi ons.
Thank you.

K. KHARATYAN: Karen Khar atyan, water
board. Thank you, Madam Chair.

One clarification regarding Environnment and
Cimate Change Canada's Technical Revi ew
Comment Number 29. As Agnico Eagl e nentioned,
yes, their project certificate or the -- the
i npact assessnent conducted in 2014 by Nunavut
| npact Review Board, it was found that
17 mllion cubic netre per year of water for
refl ooding of pits is acceptable.

| amstill trying to understand what are
the deficiencies or mssing information or
actually information that triggered Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada and al so Fisheries
and Cceans Canada to change their position from

2014 to now. | know -- | know that you weren't
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i nvol ved very likely wthin FEI'S, but | am
trying to understand as institutions why you
changed your position.

And al so can you a little bit el aborate
what are these deficiencies in the original
estimation of water availability, which is the
title of this slide. Thank you.

S. FORTE: Sarah Forte with
Environnent and C i mate Change Canada Canada.

So you are correct. Neither Russell or |
was wor king on the 2014 inpact statenent.
think as an organi zati on when things get to the
wat er |icencing stage, we | ook at sone of the
specific aspects |like wthdrawal rates with
nore scrutiny than we did at the environnenta
I npact stage because we know there will be nore
scrutiny after that, and when we do that, we
notice that sonme of the predicted inpacts are
above -- or don't respect the DFO declines.

And so that's what's of concern.

The data that was used for naking these
predi ctions was sufficient for the
envi ronnental inpact stage, but we woul d expect
nore detail at the water |icencing stage, and
t hese have not been provided.

K. KHARATYAN: Kar en Khar atyan, water
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boar d.

| should maybe rem nd you that in 2016 when
the Board issued the licence we had a draft
| icence framework again from Agni co Eagl e that
was reviewed by parties, if | renmenber well,
yes, and not any party objected about the
nunber proposed at the tinme. So even the
current licence includes a nunber, which is
around 14 mllion cubic netres per year for
refl ooding of pit.

So, again, | amnot saying that the Board
necessarily agrees with Agnico Eagle or any
intervenor. W are trying to fully understand
what are your concerns, what information you
are | ooking for to have an understandi ng how
much water could be included wthin the |icence
or have an idea or propose an idea for |icencee
to plan their activity based on that nunber.
Thank you.

And | wll ask the sane question to
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada.

S. FORTE: Just to followup. So in
this original technical comrent, when we nade
this comment before the technical neeting,
Agni co had commtted to collecting sonme of the

m ssing information, and so we had said at the
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technical neeting that this coment was

resol ved based on our understanding froma
neeti ng we had had with Agnico in March where
they said they would not be requesting a

wi t hdrawal rate at cl osure.

That was a m sunderstanding, and this is
why we have resuscitated this comment, and we
expect themto still continue to collect the
data that we had outlined in our Techni cal

Comment Nunmber 29 that we felt was m ssing.

THE CHAI R: Board staff.
K. KHARATYAN: Karen Khar atyan, water
board. | amgood for now, M. Chair -- Madam

Chair. Sorry.
THE CHAI R: Thank you.

Any questions fromthe Panel ?

L. TOQOVASI E: No questions from Panel .
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you for your

presentati on.

And we're going to have a short day. So
we' |l be back tonight for the community session
at 7:00. So let's break for a bit and go for
supper. Thank you. Be back at 7.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 3: 48 PM
( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMVENCED AT 7:12 PM
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Communi ty Session Openi ng Remarks

THE CHAI R Good eveni ng, everyone,
and wel cone to the community session for the
Nunavut Water Board's public hearing in
relation to the anmendnent application submtted
by Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted that | wll refer
to as the "Agnico Eagle" or "applicant” with

t he Nunavut Water Board for water |icence
Nunmber 2AM MEL1631 whi ch governs the water uses
and waste deposits associated with the
Mel | adi ne Gold M ne project.

"' mgoing to ask Dorothy Aglukark to pl ease
gi ve the openi ng prayer.
Openi ng Prayer
THE CHAI R: Ma' t na.

My nanme is Elizabeth Copland, and due to
sone vacanci es and scheduling conflicts for
Board nenbers, | amacting as the chairperson
for this decision-making panel of the Board so
that Lootie Toomasie, the Board' s chair, can
participate as a decision-nmaker for the Panel,
which is necessary for the Board to conply with
t he panel nenbership requi renent under the
Nunavut Agreenment.

Wiile | chaired this norning's session, |'m

going to ask Stephanie Autut, the Nunavut Water
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Board executive director, to chair tonight's

sessi on.
Go ahead, Stephanie.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Good evening. | would like to start the

comunity session with the remarks fromthe
Ham et of Rankin Inlet by Martha Hi ckes. Can
we get Martha a m crophone, please.
M  HI CKES: Good eveni ng, everyone.
I"'mglad you're here to -- and people that are
here listening to the hearing. Wlcone to
Rankin Inlet. W're the nost wel com ng
community, and I'mpretty sure we'll be hel ped
with everything for everything to be -- | would
like to welcone you all to Rankin. Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Mart ha.

Tonight's session is part of the Nunavut
Water Board's public hearing to consider an
amendnent to Agnico Eagle's existing water
i cence, which authorizes the use of water and
deposit of waste associated wth the Ml iadine
ol d M ne.

In this anmendnent application, Agnico Eagle
proposes to expand the scope of the existing
water |icence to include mning of four

addi ti onal deposits and to add additi onal

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 131

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

project infrastructure to service the

additional mning activity. The anendnent
application al so seeks an increase to the
anount of freshwater that Agnico Eagle is
aut hori zed to use under the water |icence.

Al l of these proposed changes were
previ ously assessed by the Nunavut Pl anni ng
Conmmi ssion and the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
in 2014 and were approved to proceed to the
Nunavut Water Board's |icencing process at that
time.

As sone of you may renenber, on June 5th
and 6th, the Nunavut Water Board hosted a
techni cal neeting community session and
preheari ng conference here in Rankin Inlet to
di scuss the anmendnent application, and during
those neetings, the timng and format of this
publ i c hearing was discussed.

As di scussed in June, the Board nenbers who
are the decision-makers for the file are in
attendance during the public hearing and | ook
forward to hearing directly from everyone
participating in the public hearing.

This public hearing marks the fi nal
opportunity for the applicant, the intervenors,

and nenbers of the community to present their
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comment s, concerns, and questions about the
anmendnent application to the Nunavut Water
Board before the Board nmakes its decision about
t he anmendnent application. The Nunavut \Water
Board appreciates you all turning out to
participate in this inportant neeting.

For those of you who are not here this
nor ni ng when we started the public hearing, |
have a few brief housekeepi ng and introductory
remarks, and then, as outlined in the agenda, |
Wi ll turn the m crophone over to the foll ow ng
parties: Firstly, as outlined in ltem3 in
tonight's agenda, the staff of the Nunavut
Water Board will provide everyone wth a
summary of the water board's process in general
and in relation to this anmendnent application
specifically. After the presentation by the
Board staff, community nenbers will have an
opportunity to question the Board's staff about
our process.

Then, as set out under Item5 of the
agenda, the applicant, Agnico Eagle, wll
provide their presentation explaining the
changes they are requesting in the application,
and you wi Il have an opportunity to ask them

guesti ons and provi de your conments.
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And we w il then nove to Itens 7 and 8 on
t he agenda when the intervenors for this
application, Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncorporat ed,
Kivalliqg Inuit Association, Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs, Environnent and
G i mate Change Canada, and Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, wll outline their mandates and rol es
in respect of this application and wll present
summari es about their comment subm ssions
provided to the Board to date.

Their presentations will be followed by an
opportunity for community nenbers to ask
gquestions to the intervenors and provide the
Board wth your comments.

Now, on to a few housekeepi ng matters.
Firstly, there will be interpretation avail able
t hroughout the hearing, and earpi eces are
avai l able fromthe table | ocated just as you
enter the hall. Channel 2 is English, and
Channel 3 is Inuktitut.

Secondly, the Board asks everyone,

i ncluding the applicant, intervenors, and
nmenbers of the public to sign in on the sheets
provided at the table just as you cone in.
This is an inportant record of the public

heari ng, and we appreciate your help in making
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sure it is conplete.

The washroons are |ocated just as you enter
the hall, and there are exits | ocated where you
come in and also at the front of the hall
There wll be coffee, tea, and snacks | ocated
at the tables along the wall as you cone into
the hall. During breaks, please help yourself
to the food and refreshnents provided.

There are agendas for this comunity
session and the public hearing available at the
tabl e as you conme in, so please pick one up and
foll ow al ong.

Now, | would like to introduce all of the
Board and staff before we proceed to the
presentations in the agenda. The nenbers of
t he Board appointed to the panel responsible
for maki ng deci sions about the file are present
at the public hearing, the chair of this panel,
El i zabet h Copl and; and panel nenbers Lootie
Toonasi e, the Board's chairperson; and Ui ash
Puqgi gnak.

| would also Iike to introduce the Nunavut
Wat er Board staff nenbers and our |egal counsel
who have contributed to the adm nistration and
the technical review of the anmendnent

application. Wen | say your nane, please wave
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so that people know who you are.

So, again, Stephanie Autut, executive
di rector; Karen Kharatyan, director of
techni cal services; Ben Kogvik, director of
Board adm ni strati on and communi cati ons;

Ri chard Dwyer, manager of |icencing; Mhanmad
Al'i Shai kh, technical advisor; N dhi Singh,
techni cal advisor; and Teresa Meadows from
Meadows Law, | egal counsel to the Board.

We have two interpreters helping us this
eveni ng, Mary Rose Angoshadl uk from Rankin
I nl et and Ben Kogvi k, who is the in-house
interpreter to the water board.

For audi o support, we have Ryan Denpster
from PI DO Productions with us. If you
experience any difficulties with your headsets,
he will be able to provide assistance.

To ensure an accurate record of these
proceedings is kept, we have wth us a court
reporter, Andres Vidal, fromDicta Court
Reporting. To assist Andres, | ask that all
parties please state their nanme prior to
speaki ng.

As we said earlier, tonight's session w ||
i nvol ve a presentation by the Nunavut Water

Board's technical staff; a presentation by the
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applicant, Agnico Eagle; and presentations by
the intervenors. Follow ng each presentati on,

I wll invite nenbers of the public who wish to
ask questions or provide the panel with their
comments to step up to the m crophone and speak
on the record. You can direct your questions
to the staff of the Nunavut Water Board; the
applicant, Agnico Eagle; or any of the

I nt ervenors.

| encourage everyone with questions to
pl ease step up and ask, but to make sure our
public hearing record is accurate and to assi st
our court reporter and interpreters before
speaki ng, please wait until you have a
m crophone to speak, then state your nane, and
speak directly, clearly, and slowy into the
m cr ophone.

Pl ease be m ndful of the interpreters as
you go and avoid the use of abbreviations, if
you can. They're normally scream ng at ne at
this point because |I'mracing very quickly.

If you are an Elder, you can speak at any
time throughout these proceedings. W just ask
that you raise your hand to be recogni zed by
the chairperson and wait to speak until one of

our staff menbers can get a m crophone in front
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of you so that we can ensure your conments are
i ncl uded on the record.

We appreciate your participation and
assi stance in making sure we are all heard and
understood in this public hearing. | will now
turn the m crophone to the Board's technica
staff to wal k you through how this anmendnent
application has progressed to this point.

Ali.
M  SHAI KH: Thank you, Stephanie.

Good eveni ng, everyone. M nane is Mohammad

Ali. | ama technical advisor with the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

Qur presentation tonight wll followthe
following topics: | will start off with sone

background and types of authorizations that the
Nunavut Water Board can issue, | will then
cover our licencing process, and then we'll
dive into the scope of the application.

The Nunavut Water Board is an institution
of public governnment established under
Article 13 of the Nunavut Agreenent. The
Nunavut Water Board has responsibilities and
powers over the regulation, use, and nanagenent
of freshwater in the Nunavut settlenent area.

The objective of the Nunavut Water Board is
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to provide for the conservation and utilization
of waters in Nunavut, except in a nationa

park, in a manner that will provide the optinum
benefit fromthose waters for Nunavut's
residents in particular and Canadi ans in
gener al .

Based on its mandate and the Nunavut Waters
Regul ati ons, the Nunavut Water Board may issue
one of the follow ng authorizations for the use
of water and/or deposit of waste for
undertakings in Nunavut: The first one is an
aut hori zation without a licence. This may be
I ssued where the use of water is |less than
50 cubic netres per day. For water use nore
than 50 cubic nmetres per day but |ess than
300 cubic netres per day, a Type 'B water
licence is required. Wien the water use is
over 300 cubic netres per day, a Type 'A water
l'icence is required.

Now we' || go over the NWB's -- the Nunavut
Water Board's licencing process for a Type 'A
water |icence. So the process starts when the
wat er board receives an application, confirns
its classification and type of licence required
as a Type "A licence. The Nunavut Water

Board, then, conducts a concordance revi ew.
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After this,

addi ti onal

information, if required.

t he applicant may provide

Once the

application is deened conplete, the Nunavut

Wat er Board issues notice of application and

requests a techni

comments. A mni
this step.
After that,

and subm ssi ons,

cal review and subm ssi on of

mum of 30 days is provided for

parties submt witten comments

I nformation requests. |If

required,

the applicant provides additional

i nformati on or

clarifications.

Foll owi ng this,

t he Nunavut Water

Board calls a technical

neeti ng and prehearing conference.
After the technical neeting, the Nunavut
Wat er Board issues a prehearing conference
decision. In this decision, the Nunavut \Wter
Board provides information, and, if required,
the applicant submts additional infornation.
The prehearing conference decision also
I ncl udes a notice of public hearing, which is a
60-day m ninmumrequirenent. Parties then
exchange witten interventions during this tine

and prepare for the public hearing. The

Nunavut WAt er

Board then holds the public

heari ng.

This is the step we are in currently.

Foll owi ng the public hearing,

t he Nunavut
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Wat er Board may issue a decision to approve the
application and provide a draft |licence to the
M nister, or the Nunavut Water Board may issue
a decision to not approve the application and
provi de reasons to the Mnister.

The Mnister in the first case nay approve
the issuance of the |icence or may not approve
t he i ssuance of the licence. |In the second
case, the Mnister may approve the Nunavut
Wat er Board's decision, or he may not approve
t he deci si on.

W will now go over the scope of this
amendnent application starting with an increase
I n annual freshwater consunption. For
operations, the current approved 742,000 cubic
netres per year will increase to 1.1 mllion
cubic netres per year, which is an increase of
358, 000 cubic netres per year.

For closure, the current approved is
4 mllion cubic netres per year. This may
increase to 8.6 mllion cubic netres per year.

Qpen-pit mning of Punp, F Zone, Wesneg,
and D scovery deposits; tenporary ore
stockpil es | ocated near the new deposits;
tailing storage facility capacity increases to

20.6 cubic netres.
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Addi ti onal waste rock storage facilities;
addi ti on of saline pond, SP6; contact water
infrastructure for the new deposits; dewatering
of | akes and ponds to support mning at the new
deposits, including Punp, F Zone, Wsneg, and
Di scovery; increase fuel storage at Rankin
Inlet from37.5 mllion litres to 80 mllion
litres.

| wll now go over the procedural history
for this application so far starting with the
application which was received on January 24t h,
2024, and January 29th. After initial review,

t he Nunavut Water Board commenced the

conpl eteness check where parties were invited
to review the application for conpl eteness and
provide information requests.

On February 16th, subm ssions were received
fromthe Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Nort hern
Affairs, Environnment and Cinmate Change Canada,
and Fi sheries and Oceans Canada.

On March 1st, Agnico Eagle responded to the
i ntervenors' coments.

On March 6th, the Kivalliqgq Inuit
Associ ation responded that they had no further

concerns and were ready to nove to the
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techni cal review stage.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs requested an extension until
March 21st.

On March 13, the Nunavut Water Board
granted an extension until March -- oh, there
was a m stake there -- and received a second
round of subm ssions from Crown-1ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs, Environnent and
C i mate Change Canada, and the Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.

On March 21, Agnico Eagle provided
responses to the second round of subm ssions
fromintervenors.

March 26th, the Nunavut Water Board gave
notice of application and invited parties to
conduct a full technical review and provide
their coments and recomrendati ons by April 26.
Thi s correspondence al so included tentative
tinmelines for the technical neeting and
preheari ng conference.

Subm ssions were received fromthe Kivalliq
I nuit Association, Crown-Indi genous Rel ations
and Northern Affairs, Environnent and Cinmate
Change Canada, and Fi sheries and Cceans Canada.

On May 10t h, Agnico Eagle responded to

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 143

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

i ntervenors' coments.

On May 16th, the Nunavut Water Board
distributed the draft agenda for technica
nmeeting and comrunity session along with
updated tinelines for next steps in the
pr ocess.

On March 24, the Nunavut Water Board
recei ved confirmation of participation and
presentati on docunents fromthe Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs, Environnment and Cinate
Change Canada, Fisheries and Cceans Canada, and
Agni co Eagl e.

On June 5th and 6th, the Nunavut Water
Board hosted the technical neeting and
prehearing conference here in Rankin |Inlet
followed by a cormunity session on the evening
of June 5th.

On June 26th, the Nunavut \Water Board
I ssued the prehearing conference deci sion.

July 4th, the Nunavut Water Board published
the notice of public hearing to be held here in
Rankin Inlet in the week of Septenber 9th.

On July 25th, intervenors filed fina
witten subm ssions.

On August 15th, Agnico Eagle provided
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responses to final witten subm ssions.

On August 29th, parties confirmed their
participation and submtted their
present ati ons.

And on Septenber 11, 12, the NWB hol ds the
public hearing, the next steps in the
appl i cation process.

Today's public hearing is chaired by the
Board panel and led by the Board's chair. The
Nunavut Water Board panel is here to consider
t he evi dence provided during the hearing before
I ssuing a decision in 30 to 45 days. The
Nunavut Water Board will informthe public of
the Board's deci sion once rendered.

Agnico Eagle, the Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs, Environnent and Cimate
Change Canada, Fisheries and Cceans Canada, and
Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncorporated have al
contributed to the review process for this
application. The parties nentioned have
participated in formal and informal discussions
ainmed at resolving issues related to this
application.

The -- the Nunavut Water Board would Iike

the public to participate in the |icencing
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process fromthe onset to provide the Board and
applicant with valuable infornmation, questions,
or concerns on relevant issues, to participate
in formal and informal discussions ainmed at
resol ving rel evant issues. Everyone is
encouraged to participate in public hearings
and the community session.

I nterested persons can al so contact the
Nunavut Water Board staff to provide witten
comments or to review the docunents filed by
the application. Al docunents received are
posted to the Nunavut Water Board's public
regi stry and can be accessed on the Nunavut
Water Board's FTP site.

And that will be all. Any questions?

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Ali.

Are there any questions fromthe public
regarding the Board' s processing of the
application? Moving on. Thank you.

So now we' Il nove on to Item5 on the
agenda. The applicant will make a brief
presentati on about the anmendnent application we
are discussing at this public hearing.

Agni co Eagl e, please proceed with your
presentati on.

Community Session Presentation by Agnico Eagle
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Mnes Limted

P. KUSUGAK: (NO ENGLI SH FEED) | woul d

like to thank the interpreters for being the

interpreter and al so Nunavut -- Nunavut Water

Board panel. These are very inportant issues.
And the mning when they're trying to get

wat er |icence, when they're trying to get any

kind of permt, it's a lot of work, and that's

how it is. So that Nunavunm ut can have a

voi ce and anyone who is a mning conpany wthin

Nunavut jurisdiction, they can't just go ahead

and go do mning, but we do need to work

t oget her.

And |'mvery happy to see that we have a

public hearing, and Agnico Eagle -- once Agnico
is approved for their licence, they'll inform
us, and we'll continue on with the work that --

because we are doing our best to follow and so
that Inuit can have opportunities to work
t here.

And | nuit businesses can -- |ike, we need
to help and benefit our community, and we are
trying our best to do the best to protect our
environnment, wldlife. Al these have to be
wel | | ooked after by our m ning conpany and

whoever is here. And the NTlI, KIA everybody
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Is here. Dianne is here too. Thank you very
much for attending. |'mgoing to go on, and
["I'l be speaking in English.

This water |icence anendnent hearing
represents the conpletion of a regulatory
process that -- that began wth the Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Board's environnmental assessnent
in 2014 to 2015. Wth the granting of this
amendnent, the relevant remaining project
certificate approved conponents of the
Meliadine mne will be brought into a Type 'A
wat er |icence.

And | am pl eased to report that we have
been able to work very coll aboratively with al
the participants in this water |icence process,
and we have been able to achieve a very high
degree of agreenent on this application, and we
| ook forward to a productive discussion over
t he next few days.

In this presentation, we will summarize the
amendnent application, provide an engagenent
update, discuss where we stand regarding
techni cal comments received, and present status
of reclamation security and water conpensation
agreenent di scussi ons.

Next slide, please. |In 2015, Project
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Certificate Nunber 006 was issued by the
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board for the
construction and operation of the Mliadine
m ne and al | -weat her access road and five
deposits in a multi-phased approach.

The deposits included Tiriganiaq, Wsneg,
Punp, F Zone, and Di scovery. And since then,
two project certificate anendnents were
conpl eted in 2018 and 2022 for the discharge of
treated saline effluent to Itivia Harbour.

In the initial water licence application in
2015, the Tiriganiaq deposit, including both
under ground and open-pit mning, was the only
deposit included and subsequently approved in
the water |icence issued in 2016. Agnico Eagle
did not apply for all of the approved
conponents as outlined in the 2014 environnent
assessnment as the decision taken at the tine
was to support a nore streanlined water
licencing process. It was al so planned,
however, to include the rest of those approved
proj ect conponents in a future anmendnent to the
wat er |icence.

In 2021, we anmended the water |icence, and
the water |icence anendnent approval in 2021

i ncl uded Col |l ection Pond 1 water nmanagenent and
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Mel | adi ne Lake discharge criteria, an updated
wast e managenent strategy, increased annual
freshwat er use, and construction of site access
roads. The anendnent to the project
certificate and water licence for the Mliadine
extension was withdrawn in | ate 2023.

Next slide, please. The scope of the
current application is to anmend the licence to
I nclude the follow ng: open-pit mning at
Wesnmeg, Punp, F Zone, and Di scovery deposits:
waste rock storage facilities at Punp, F Zone,
and D scovery; diesel fuel storage of up to
80 mllion litres at Itivia fuel farm increase
the current tailings storage facility of up to
2.6 mllion cubic nmetres; increasing the
current water use up to 1.1 mllion cubic
netres; construction of a drai nage system at
Punp, F Zone, Wesneg, and Di scovery to nmanage
and collect contact water fromsite; also,
to -- for dewatering of |akes and ponds to
support mning activities and the construction
of a saline water collection pond at Lake B7.

Next slide. So this map outlines an
addition to the al ready-approved
i nfrastructures, the layout of the water

| i cence amendnent application. The yellow

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 150

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

represents waste rock storage facilities and
the tailings facility. The brown represents
open pits. The solid nmedium bl ue represents
wat er col |l ection ponds. The bl ue hatch
represents dewatered | akes and ponds, and the
solid black Iines represent roads.

Next slide, please. And this figure shows
wat er managenent infrastructures to be built,

i ncluding the saline pond at Lake B7, and this
Is in light blue, and the contact water pond's
I n dark bl ue.

Next slide, please. The next few slides
are going to summari ze engagenent activities
over the course of 2023 and 2024.

Next slide. Agnico Eagle continues to put
focus on engagenent, and, as of August 16,
2024, Agnico Eagl e has had 124 engagenents for
the Meliadine site, and this consists of group
neetings, events, site tours, and open houses.
And engagenent discussions include a variety of
topics, and these range from i nformation
sessions to project updates to di scussing
comunity concerns and nore.

These neetings are typically led by our
comunity relations departnent, and this

fosters regul ar and neani ngful engagenent with
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comuni ty stakehol ders.

Next slide. Mre specifically regarding
this application, site visits and the tea
colour activity were held with Elders, the
Kani gl inig Hunters and Trappers O gani zati on,
as well as the ham et to enhance project
under standi ng of the Meliadine site and answer
qguesti ons and address concerns about water
quality. And we are willing to do further
presentations if we are invited to further
di scuss and answer questions that nay cone up
with comunity nenbers and organi zati ons.

Next slide. And the follow ng
organi zations provided to the Nunavut Water
Board letters of support for the current
Mel i adi ne water |icence amendnment, and these
letters were fromnenbers of the Rankin Inlet
Kivalliq El ders Advisory Commttee, the mayor
of Rankin Inlet, the mayor of Baker Lake, and
the mayor of Arviat, and these words are
encouraging in citing how the project would
positively contribute to the Kivalliqg region.
Agni co Eagle is of the sane opinion and
appreciate the comunity support on this
application.

Col | een.
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C. PRATHER Thank you, Pujj uut.

My nane is Colleen Prather with Agnico
Eagle. | have a few slides to sunmari ze the
techni cal comments that we have received on the
appl i cation.

Next slide, please. Thanks. This slide
reflects the total nunber of comments Agnico
Eagl e received fromparties through the review
process. |In total, we have received
91 coments with coments comng fromthe
Kivalliq Inuit Association, Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs, Environnent and
C i mate Change Canada, and Fisheries and
Cceans.

W have also -- we have resol ved nost of
t hese technical coments up to this hearing.

W have three unresolved conmments with
Environnent and Cimate Change Canada and one
wi th Departnent of Fisheries and Oceans. There
are no outstanding comments fromthe Kivalliq
Inuit Association and Crown-I ndi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs.

In addition to these comments, Agnico Eagle
has al so made 18 commitnents. Three of those
have been conpleted. The remaining 15 wll be

conpl eted through studi es, through operati ons,
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or at closure.

Next slide, please. The aquatic effects
nmonitoring programis one of the many prograns
conducted annually. The nonitoring is
conducted to verify the water is safe and the
fish are safe and healthy. The five conponents
of this programinclude analysis of the |ake
wat er and the water we discharge to the | ake.

It includes analysis of the small plants in the
| ake, the | ake bottom and the insects, the
small fish and the health, and the |arge fish
and their health.

And this slide also illustrates that we
don't sanple just one area of the | ake, but we
conduct this sanpling across five areas of the
| ake.

Next slide, please. This slide shows how
we evaluate the water data every year. It
shows that we sanple nmany paraneters, the
results of those represented by the small dots.
We conpare those results to the green line,
whi ch represents pre-mning. W conpare them
to the red line, which represents guidelines to
tell us if the water is safe for aquatic life
or human health, and we | ook at the orange

line, which is an early warning. This slide
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illustrates that concentrati ons have remai ned
| ow and wel | bel ow gui del i nes.

Next slide. This slide here represents
that we | ook at water and fish in Meliadine
Lake, which is in the mddle, but we also | ook
at fish in other |akes, so Peter Lake to the
top left and Atulik Lake, which should be
| abel led as Itirlak Lake, in the bottomright.
From these | akes, we analyze the large fish so
we can conpare the large fish in Mliadine Lake
to surroundi ng | akes.

To address a comment raised by Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada and the Kivalliqg
I nuit Association, Agnico Eagle agreed to a
commtnent to sanple Meliadi ne Lake, Peter
Lake, and Itirlak Lake each year for water,
plants that -- in the |ake, and the | ake bottom
and the insects.

| will now pass the presentation back to
Pujjuut. Thank you.

P. KUSUGAK: Ma' tna, Col |l een.

Next slide, please. Agnico Eagle,
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada, and the Kivalliqg Inuit Association have
cone to an agreenent for the reclanmation

security to be posted, and this is an anount

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 155

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

that they will be able to use shoul d sonething
happen to Agnico Eagle and we are not able to
conplete reclamation activities at the site.
The total amount, including the existing
security and the future security to be posted,
wi |l be $158, 450, 658.

Agnico Eagle and the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on have cone to an agreenent on the
wat er conpensati on agreenent, and these anounts
are to cover for water that Agnico Eagle w |
wi thdraw from | akes for consunption, for |akes
and ponds that wll be dewatered, and to
conpensate if water does not neet the predicted
quality, and to allowthe Kivalliqg Inuit
Association to conplete water quality sanpling
at site every year.

Next slide. As part of the water |icence
amendnent review process, Agnico Eagl e proposed
sonme changes to the water |icence wording,
primarily to deal with how the recl amation
security amount will be posted and revi ewed.
The Kivalliqg Inuit Association and
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada have revi ewed our proposed changes and
made comments. Follow ng this, Agnico Eagle

sent back comments to the Nunavut Water Board
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for consideration.

Next slide. To conclude, this water
i cence anendnent is necessary for the
continuation of the Meliadine m ne operations,
which is also reflected in the letters of
support submtted to the Nunavut Water Board.
Agni co Eagl e appreciates the collaboration with
all the parties and community nenbers. For
exanpl e, reaching an agreenent with the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association with respect to the
di scharge to Meliadi ne Lake is an inportant
m | estone for Agnico Eagle.

And Agni co Eagle is asking the Nunavut
Wat er Board to approve this |icence application
with the conditions put forward and agreed upon
in this presentation and our final witten
subm ssions. W're done. Thank you.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Pujjuut and
Col | een, for the presentation.

Do any nenbers of the public have questions
for the applicant, Agnico Eagle? The lady in
the yellow. | know you're wanting to ask. No?
No questions? GCkay. Moving on. Thank you,
everyone.

| would now like to turn the m crophone to

Mart ha H ckes who would |i ke to speak on behal f
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of the Haml et of Rankin Inlet.

Mar t ha.

Community Session Presentation by Hanl et of
Ranki n | nl et
M HI CKES: Thank you.

"Il be reading this in English. |'m
Mart ha Hi ckes. On behalf of ham et council in
Rankin Inlet and the conmmunity, | was asked to
present to Nunavut Water Board what our
t houghts are on Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted --
Limted' s anendnent application for Type 'A
water |icence 2AM MEL1631.

First of all, thank you to Nunavut Water
Board for having the hearing here in Rankin
Inlet. Again, welcone everyone attending this
neeting. | hope we can resolve sone issues
here in a couple days in listening to everyone
with their reports, comments, and technical
summaries. | amnot nuch of a technica
person. Except listening to the interpreters,
it helps wwth keeping up wwth each -- each one
of you.

In speaking with Elders in the comunity
wi th concerns on sone issues on our -- on our
rivers, |akes, and fish habitat, they have

noticed the two rivers comng from Peter Lake
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have gone down trenendously. That's

D ane River and Meliadine River. It could be
our climate changing very drastically every
year. Moreover, our |akes are drying up. It
could be the permafrost nelting from beneath
the ground causing the |akes and rivers to be
| ower than usual.

El ders and nobst conmunity nenbers notice
the water quality has changed too. Again, it
m ght be fromclimte changing. Wth the
rivers being -- being too |ow, affecting the
water quality, it can be many causes, or the
m ne draining | akes could be affecting them
too. WII -- will our fish have enough water
to swmback up the rivers in the fall to spawn
or spend their winters in the |akes? W have
no cl ue anynore.

It's what El ders and conmunity nenbers are
worried about. Qur fish habitat, wll -- wll
they be ruined as fish spawn in | akes to |ay
eggs in the next season -- and for the next
season? Again, that's a big question. Local
hunters and fishernmen go up in the winter
nmonths to go fish to feed famlies during the
winter with nets. |If we have no nore fish in

our | akes, that wll affect famlies that catch
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them for their next neal.

W need to take that into consideration.
If we want to drain | akes and rivers, we have
to conme up with solutions so that this doesn't
happen.

Another itemthat was nentioned too is to
make sure our fish are nonitored to nake sure
they are still healthy for -- for human
consunption and to nake sure the river and | ake
bottons are still living as it gives life to
fish habitat and other living organisns.

| thank the intervenors -- | thank the
i ntervenors for trying to cone up with
solutions that will alleviate sone of these
issues. We'll need all the help we can get so
that our | akes and rivers are not depl eted.
Let's try and find solutions that will keep
everyone happy and working at the sanme tine
with freshwater for our fish habitat and our
comuni ty.

We' || support our people working at the
mne. W need the jobs to keep the world
turning. So let's work together, find
solutions so -- so that our environnment and our
comunities, the people, the Elders, are all on

t he sanme page encouragi ng Agnico Eagle Mnes to
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follow the conditions that Nunavut \Water Board
will set for the conmpany. Qujannamik for
listening.
S. AUTUT: Quj annam i k, Martha, for
your presentation.

Does anyone have questions to put before
Mart ha? None again. Thank you, Mart ha.

Now, I would like to call on Dorothy
Agl ukark to speak on behalf of the Kivallig
El ders Advisory Conm ttee.

Dor ot hy.
Comments by Kivalliq Inuit Elders Advisory
Conmittee
D. AGLUKARK: Quj annam i k. M nane is
Dor ot hy Agl ukark, and I'mthe El der advisory
conmttee. | amone of the nenbers.

| am going to be reading. Thank you for --
I"'mglad you're able to hear us. | very nuch
appreciate it, and we all know that you help
wi th Nunavut and Kivalliqg. Thank you very
much.

Thi s person wote com ng from Baker Lake

when we net -- the Elders advisory commttee
met -- what we tal ked about. We wote it to
Nunavut Water Board. [|'Il read it to you.

Nunavut Water Board and the |icence, us, we
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are witing to you to let you know the
advisory -- Elder advisory. Helping -- that's
the nane of our helpers. Kivalliq Elders

Advi sory and also Elder Kivalliqgq, we are
witing. W are strongly supporting m ning
conpany to -- to -- yeah, to continue the
amendnment that Agnico is requesting.

W are very nuch -- if we continue -- if we
keep just going, it wll help the people of
Kivalliqg, and also there will be job
opportunities for Kivalliq, and it will be very
useful in our comunity as the community is
growing rapidly, and we have to | et them know.

Because of that, we are urging the Nunavut
Water Board to have this -- ahead -- to go
ahead to -- and al so we cannot be there. W
cannot all be here as advisory commttee. W
are witing so that this will be shared and be
heard by everyone that the advisory Elders
commttee representing have identified that we
are very nmuch in support. | -- | would like
for too -- for the N\B to support. And thank
you very much. This is sonething that you have
been thinking of. Thank you.

Can | speak agai n?

S. AUTUT: Pl ease go ahead.
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D. AGLUKARK: What we wote is com ng
fromthe Elder advisory -- comng fromKivalliq
El ders Advisory. There's five of us, |

bel i eve, and that we get together. W have
been living up here and seeing everything, any
changes.

We renenber fromthe past. W are fully in
support because they are our future children,
our future young people. W are so supporting.
If this does not go ahead, it's like we're
going to be taking job that woul d' ve been --

t hat woul d' ve been hiring young people. Like,
this is sonething -- like, through negotiation,
t hrough getting to know each other, and to find
out what the mning conpanies -- as |long as
they let us know and as long as they go to

El ders and as long as they go to the Elders to
see where the trails are for our wildlife, if
you can let themknow, |'mpretty sure we

wll -- we -- if we work together.

Because of this we are fully supporting,
and I"mvoicing nyself. | don't want themto
just stop like that because all day we hear
it's very well planned and very well worked on.
Like -- and the communities are told you are --

we thank -- we thank you very nuch. And you
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cone talk to us, and we -- you |let us know what
I s happeni ng.

Thank you. Thank you very nmuch. Even
t hough advisory comrittee is not here, |I'm

pretty sure they're thanking us. Thank you

very much for -- if | have to say sonething
again, I will voice it. Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Quj annam i k, Dor ot hy.

Does anyone fromthe public have questions
for Dorothy for the presentation? Hearing
none. Again, thank you.

So | think now woul d be an appropriate tine
to take a short break. So let's enjoy the

refreshnents, enjoy each other's conpany, and

we'll be back in 15 mnutes. Thank you.
( ADJQURNNMENT)
THE CHAI R: Al right. Wl cone back.

Thank you, everyone.

Moving on to Item7 and 8 fromthe agenda.
W' re now going to nove to the intervenors who
wi Il make a brief presentation on the anendnent
application that we are discussing at this
public hearing. | guess | have to wait for ny
interpreters. |I'ma terrible chairman.

So to get things started tonight, we're

going to start with the Kivalliqg Inuit
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Associ ati on.

So, KIA, if you're ready to begin, please.
Community Session Presentation by Kivalliq
I nuit Associ ation
L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chairman. M/ nane is Luis Manzo, Kivalliq
I nuit Associ ation.

And with me Dr. Matt MDougall, who is
going to speaking this presentation, the
techni cal conponents of it, and I wll start
with the presentation.

Kivallig Inuit Association is a designated
Inuit organization represent -- under Article
39 of the Nunavut Agreenent and represent |nuit
beneficiaries for the Nunavut Agreenent in the
Kivalliqg region. Kivalliqg Inuit organi zation
hold title to manage surface |nuit-owned | ands
in the Kivalliq region. The primary purpose of
Inuit-owned lands is to provide Inuit with
rights and | ands that pronote economc
self-sufficiency in a manner consistent wth
the cultural and social well-being of Inuit now
and into the future.

Qur mandate and -- and objectives. Manage
surface I nuit-owned |ands in a nmanner that

supports sustai nabl e econom ¢ devel opnent and
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opportunities for Inuit and ensure that any
economni ¢ devel opnent is done in an
envi ronnental and socially responsi bl e manner
that protect Inuit rights guaranteed under the
Nunavut Agreenent.

Next, please. And ensure the potentia
I npacts and benefits are conprehensively
assessed and ensure that Inuit
Qauj i maj atugangit values are incorporated into
the inpact determ nation, mtigation, project
desi gn, and nonitoring and ensure that the
voi ces of Inuit are being heard and ensure that
the rights of Inuit are paranount and that they
are respected now and into the future.

| nformati on request, technical conments,
final witten comments, water |icence
framework. Kl A has one information request
prior to the technical neeting which was
resolved. Kivalliq Inuit Association has three
techni cal comments, Meliadine discharge quality
and quantity, AEMreference area, Lake B7
remedi ati on, which has been substantially
resol ved by comm tnent and/or term and
condi ti ons.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association provided ei ght

coments on Agnico Eagle's draft water |icence

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 166

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

framewor k, two of which are resol ved and si x
which remain in -- in discussions.

Proposed commtnents. The proponent has
made the following conmmtnents in the response
to the Kivalliq technical coments, including
the setting of an upper bound discharge limt
of a total authorized value, 2,600,000 cubic
netres per year in the Meliadi ne Lake.

Thr oughout m ne operation, under no

ci rcunstances will the proponent discharge
under ground saline water into the Mliadi ne
Lake.

Thr oughout the m ne operations, the
proponent will continue to nonitor Lake B7 to
access the potential requirenments to renedi ate
Lake B7 at cl osure.

Updati ng the adaptive managenent plan to
integrate the prioritized di scharge strategy
and the conpletion of a reference | ake
nmoni toring program which shall include
i nformation from 2025, '26, '27 in the annual
report.

Next, please. Qutstanding comments. The
remaining Kivallig Inuit Association
comment s/ concern: Ensuring the conm tnents

made by the proponent to the Kivalliqg Inuit
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Associ ation remai n bi nding and enforcenent by
t he Nunavut Water Board determ nation; the
finalization of security nmanagenent agreenent
and the water conpensation agreenent, which is
still pending to be -- to be signed at this
point; the draft water |icence franmework.

Under Article -- under Article 20 of the
Nunavut Agreenent requires a conpensation
agreenent to be in place before the Nunavut
Wat er Board approved the water |licence. The
amendnent application will substantially affect
the quality, quantity, and flow of the water
fl ow ng through 1QL.

As such, a conpensation agreenent nust be
in place to conpensate Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation for any potential |oss or danage
caused by the changes in quality, quantity,
flowin this water.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association will work
with the proponent in -- in anmendnent of the
wat er conpensati on agreenent that reflects
that -- those requirenents of the Nunavut
Agreenent and address Kivalliq concerns, which
IS -- now are in the hands of the officials of

KIA for signature.

The -- the Kivalliqg Inuit Association hopes
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to reach agreenents during the prehearing
conference, but if it's not possible, we wll
continue to work with the proponent until those
agreenents are signed.

Security managenent agreenent. In order to
ensure that there is security posted to address
any issues that are raised relating to the
Mel i adi ne operations, anmendnent nust be nade to
the security nmanagenent agreenent. The
Kivalliqg Inuit Association and Cl RNAC and the
proponent are finalizing the necessary
anmendnent to the security nanagenent agreenent
i n hopes to have an agreenent finalized prior
or after these hearings.

M MCDOUGALL: Matt MDougall for the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

The Kivallig Inuit Association had
requested that the proponent incorporate
additional reference |lakes in the nonitoring
program The purpose of this request was to
allow for the ability to better distinguish
bet ween m ne-rel ated i npacts and | ocal
variability in the Meliadine watershed. In
response to this request, the proponent has
commtted to conpleting a three-year reference

| ake nonitoring programwhich will begin in
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2025.

Next page. For Lake B7, the Kivalliq Inuit

Associ ation had requested that the proponent
include further detail on Lake B7 renediation
in the interimclosure and reclamation plan.

I n response, the proponent commtted to

noni tori ng Lake B7 during operations to assess
the potential requirenent of renediation of
Lake B7 at cl osure.

Next slide, please. The Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation and Agni co Eagl e have recogni zed
the need for saline groundwater to be managed
separately fromsurface contact water that is
di scharged to Meliadine Lake. The proponent
commtted to separate nmanagenent of the
groundwat er and surface contact water and that
under no circunmstances will the proponent
di scharge underground sal i ne groundwater to
Mel i adi ne Lake.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association is working

with the proponent to incorporate this as a new

licence termand condition as the protection of

water quality in Meliadine Lake is fundanental.

This reflects the inportance of maintaining the

separation of groundwater from Ml i adi ne Lake,

which is used for drinking, fishing, and access
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to hunting ground. This concl udes our
presentation. Thank you.

S. AUTUT: Quj annam i k, Luis and
Matt .

To the public, does anyone have questions
for the Kivalliq Inuit Association? |If not --
okay. Moving on, then. ©Ch, we have a question
out in the audience. Thank you.

Pl ease state your nanme for the record.
Questions/ Comments fromthe Community
T. ANGOSHADLUK: Thomas Angoshadl uk.

When we were out hunting up by Meliadine
Lake to find out what KIA is doing to nake sure
that Agnico has -- howwould | say it -- liKke,
make sure the choppers are not flying too | ow
when there's cari bous, we were seeing caribous
up there when a chopper was flying really | ow

So can KI A explain what kind of policy they
have and what -- and what they're doing to
enforce that rule, 'cause when we were up
there, we saw cari bous, and yet the chopper was
flying low. | thought Agnico had a nmandate of
not flying too | ow when there's caribous. So |
woul d |'i ke an explanation for the public from
KIA to Agnico about the policy of flying

choppers when there's any aninmals, not just
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cari bou. Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Thonas.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chai r man.

Wth respect to the nonitoring caribou,
which is the terrestrial managenent plan, we
have a committee, and al so we have triggers for
manage cari bou. And when caribou is around the
road or close to the mne, we have the nobile
protection neasures in places, also terrestrial
managenent plans triggered with the proponent,
whi ch we have a teamto go in the road making
sure when cari bou approaches the mne or the
road, we start shutting down the mne until
cari bou pass through. Once the caribou pass
t hrough, then activities start rel aying.

Wth the -- with the question about a
chopper flying | ow when wildlife is there or
caribou is there, we need to see exactly a
witten conplaint to KIA and, if it's possible,
t he nunber of the chopper, but we do an
I nvestigation when the conplaint is raised to
us directly by doing the researching as the
proponent of the -- what the l[ocation of the

pilots are at that nonent.
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We'd appreciate it if the public sees
sonet hing, then to submt that to the |ands
departnent to follow an investigation in that
or send that to the appropriate authorities to
follow through the -- the conplaint. Thank
you, Madam Chair.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Luis.

Thomas, did you have a foll ow up question
or coment ?

T. ANGOSHADL UK: Yes.

That being said from KI A about cari bous
being close to the canp, the caribous that we
saw weren't close to the canp, but they were
out on the land, and there's that spot where
they go to, for exanple, towards Itirlak. And
the other thing that | didn't really Iike was
how Il ow it got when the caribous were there.
They just ran away while we were trying to hunt
t hem

But not everybody can go to KIA to conplain
or make a conplaint to KIA, and a | ot of people
know t hey have Facebook people that works at
KIA. 1'msure they can read Facebooks. Does
it have to be an official letter to KIAto do a
conplaint for the caribou that is being scared

away by Agnico due to lowflying choppers?
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Thank you.
L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chai rman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ati on.

In the case of any conplaint, it can be by
t he phone, and we can take the notes of -- of
the conplaint, the exact |ocations, because
soneti mes you have research going on. You have
the mning conpany working. But for the -- for
the | ook of what you said, the location is,
it's outside of the jurisdiction of the KIA at
that point because it's outside the footprint
of the lease. So that particular point outside
of the lease, it's the GN who need to foll ow
i nvestigation with regards to any harassnent of
wildlife. Thank you, Madam Chair man.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Luis.

The gentleman in the front here, N dhi
Thank you.

Pl ease state your nanme for the record.

J. AGLUKARK: H. M nane is John
Agl ukark. | got a question for NTI in regards
to watching the changes in -- in water |evels
in rivers.

| know you guys said you're watching other

rivers that the mne isn't exactly close to but
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maybe still in this region. Are you also

wat ching other rivers that are farther away
fromthe mning and seeing if this -- it is
nore climate change that is inpacting these
effects on the depth of river -- the rivers so
that we can be able to -- how can we put it --
not just straight up blanme the mning
activities that's causing these effects in the
wat er s?

THE CHAI R Thank you for the
guesti on.

Luis, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

M  MCDOUGALL: Thank you. Matt
McDougal | for the Kivalliqg Inuit Association.
Thank you for your question.

So there are a few parts to that. The
first oneis -- is with regards to water |evels
and rivers. So at the nonent, there are water
nmonitoring projects that go across the
territory that's nostly taken care of by the
federal governnent, and we do | ook into those,
and we have -- also are working with the
Departnment of Fisheries and Oceans, Environnent
Canada, and Agnico Eagle to cone up with a site
for nonitoring water |evels at Meliadine and

t he downstream areas so we can try to determn ne
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what ki nd of inpacts the m nes are having
versus | ocal variability.

In regards to other water inpacts, we do
have quite a few control |akes that we sanple
i ndependently, and we did request that Agnico
Eagl e broaden their sanpling programto include
Peter Lake and other control areas so that we
can determ ne the difference between
m ne-rel ated i npacts, clinmate change inpacts,
or other inpacts to the water bodies. | hope
t hat answers your questi on.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Matt.

Any follow up to that response? Thank you.

The lady -- please state your nane for the
record.
M PUTULI K: Maggi e Putul i k.

KIA, do they -- | know that KIA nonitors

the water. Do they do themat the sane tine or
different tinmes when the m ning conpanies are
doing nonitoring? I|'d like to --

S. AUTUT: Thank you.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

M  PUTULI K: -- for you to el aborate
on this.
M  MCDOUGALL.: Thank you. Matt

McDougal | for the Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
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and thank you for the question.

So our water nonitoring prograns are
conpl etely i ndependent fromthe m ne prograns.
We do focus on neasuring Mliadine Lake as well
as Diane River and Itirlak -- or -- sorry --
ljiraliq here around Rankin Inlet. W also
have nonitoring prograns around Arviat,
Chesterfield Inlet, Baker Lake, \Whale Cove, and
it should be including Naujaat and Cor al
Har bour in the future. But, yes, our sanpling
prograns are conpletely independent but rel ated
to what the mne is nonitoring as well at
Mel i adi ne. Thank you.

Ch, yes. In addition, there is also
sanpling prograns that take place in
col l aboration with Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs Canada. These -- this
programis al so i ndependent fromthe m ning
nmonitoring. Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Matt.

Does that answer -- okay. A follow up.
M PUTULI K: The ot her question that |
have: Wen you nonitor the water, how -- is
there a difference -- or is there any difference
when the m ning knows and -- |ike, when they do

their work, is there any difference in that?
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S. AUTUT: Thank you.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

M  MCDOUGALL.: Matt McDougall for the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association. Thank you for the
fol | ow-up questi on.

As part of the Meliadine project, we
actually undertook a review this past year on
how all the studies that are taking place in
Mel i adi ne Lake conmpare, and all of the studies,
I ncluding ours, the collaboration with
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
and Agnico Eagle's data, all tell the sane
story. The data is all very conparable, and
there's not a significant difference between
what the prograns are neasuring. Thank you.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Matt.

A foll ow up? Thank you.

Any further questions fromthe public?

Seei ng no show of hands, we wi Il then nove
on to Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

Pl ease commence with your presentation.
Communi ty Session Presentation by Nunavut

Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed

E. GREENE: Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.

My nanme is Ezra G eene.

|'"'mthe senior -- acting senior advisor on
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| and-use planning and regul atory reviews for

Nunavut Tunngavi k, and we'll be giving our
presentation. | won't read everything on the
slides. I'Il work to try to summari ze sone of

it. Please ask ne later if there's any
clarifying questions.

You can go to the next slide, please. So
in ternms of our role, we represent the Inuit of
Nunavut for the purpose of ensuring that lnuit
rights are fully respected, including
Aboriginal rights such as the duty to consult
under Section 25 of the Canadi an constitution
and rights arising out of the Nunavut
Agr eenent .

NTI's role extends to ensure that the
processes of the institutions of public
governnent, including the Nunavut Water Board,
are in keeping with the Nunavut Agreenent, the
Nunavut Waters and Surface R ghts Tribunal Act,
and that they uphold Inuit participation and
consul tation requirenents.

In this, we work at supporting the Kivalliq
I nuit Association, the Kivalliq Wldlife Board,
and hunters and trappers organi zations for
hearings in the Kivalliq and working to address

any issues that are of concernto all Inuit and
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Nunavut, including the pronotion of Inuit
culture and the safeguardi ng of Nunavut's
wldlife environment, culture, |ands, and
econony.

We can go to the next slide. So in our
review, we participated as an observer in the
technical neeting that was earlier. W' ve
provi ded sonme conments in these presentations,

I ncl uding supporting the Kivalliq Inuit
Association's final witten subm ssions, and we
have three comments related to that.

Next slide. So as we heard fromthe
Kivalliqg Inuit Association, they support that
under no circunstances di scharge of underground
sal i ne groundwater should be going into
Mel i adi ne Lake, and they would |ike that
conmm tment that AEM has nade to be a licenced
termin -- in an anended |icence. W support
that, and we believe that's being worked on, as
Kl A sai d.

Next slide. So we also share Kivallig
I nuit Association's concern about the new
proposed wording for Part B, Section 10 in the
wat er |icence, that a managenent plan could be
deenmed -- the wording inplies that a nanagenent

pl an coul d be deened approved despite Inuit or
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ot hers havi ng expressed |l egitinmte unresol ved
concerns with the plan, and NTlI urges the NVB
not to accept the wordi ng AEM proposed in the
June 2024 -- or in June 2024 or its final
subm ssion. The original wording should
conti nue.

So on this one, it has to do with the
security, and I'Il just try to explain it
wi t hout going through all of this. Basically,
in the existing licence, what was Part C,
Section C-- 7, Kivallig Inuit Association
proposed that the wording just be slightly
changed in that one, and we support Kivalliq
Inuit Association's recomrendati on.

And t hen Agni co Eagl e had proposed sone --
sone different sections or paragraphs, and it
ended up being Section 7 also just based on how
t he docunent got edited, and it's a new -- it's
a proposed new section or a new paragraph, and
NTI is supporting AEM s reconmendation there or
their -- their proposal.

Go ahead to the next slide. So sone
comrent s on subm ssions by Crown-I ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs, Departnent of
Fi sheri es and Cceans, and Environnment and

Climate Change Canada. Their conmments al
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relate to environnental protection and by
extension the long-termability of Ilnuit to
nmeani ngful Iy harvest and enjoy the | and and
wat ers affected by the Meliadi ne m ne.

And we have sone comments. One has to do
with the security and -- and the discussions

around that happeni ng whi ch are happeni ng,

and -- and we -- we support them continuing
and -- and being resolved by the end of this
heari ng.

Next slide. So one of the concerns has to
do with the amount of the authorized vol une of
di scharge at closure that AEM has requested and
just concerns about the inpacts that that could
have on the quality of Meliadine Lake's aquatic
environnment. This relates sonewhat to concerns
about the outflow rivers, the downstreamrivers
potentially becom ng shal |l ower.

There's -- there's sone concern that if too
much water is taken, that could have an i npact
on -- on that, and we recommend -- NTI
recommends that planning for closure should
happen as soon as possi ble and that Agnico
Eagle -- so that there's tinme for Agnico Eagle
Mnes to adjust its operations if it turns out

that the vol une of water needed woul d
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conprom se the aquatic environnent in Mliadine
Lake.

It would be unacceptable to Inuit to
di scover that the plan to draw water from
Mel i adi ne Lake jeopardi zes the | ake or
downstream water -- the water network health
and that there is no sound alternative to
conpl ete the closure of the m ne.

Next slide. And then finally Environnment
and d i mate Change Canada has rai sed sone
concerns about the closure plan and -- and that
any water bodies or -- or facilities that get
connected to the regional water network neet
the -- the standards for protect -- that
they're protective of aquatic life.

So if as ECCC predicts there is connecti on,
then those -- that -- the -- the network -- the
wat er network should be safe for fish that wll
eventual |y popul ate all of the water bodi es,
and fishing is of -- edible and healthy fish is
essential to the Inuit way of life, and
post -cl osure water should be safe for fish and
for -- for Inuit as we have heard toni ght
al ready, and we reiterate that.

That's all fromus. Qujannami K.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Ezra.
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Anybody have questions for NTI?

Seei ng no hands, we'll npbve on now to
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs.

Pl ease proceed with your presentation.
Communi ty Session Presentation by
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada
A. HAQUE: Thank you, Madam Chair
and Nunavut Water Board, for this opportunity.

| would also like to thank Rankin |Inlet
community for wel comng us and participating in
this conmmunity session. |'m Am nul Haque,
wat er nmanagenent coordi nator of the water
resource division with the Nunavut regional
of fi ce of Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

Next slide, please. | wll start ny
presentation describing the roles and
responsibility of Crown-Indi genous Rel ations
and Northern Affairs Canada, the contribution
to date from Crown- 1 ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, status summary of our
techni cal review comments, discussion about the
out st andi ng i ssue, and concl usi on.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
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Affairs Canada's responsibilities, nmandates,
and obligation are in alignnment with the
follow ng acts: Crown-1Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Act, the Nunavut Agreenent,
Nunavut Land C ai ns Agreenent, Nunavut Waters
and Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act and
associ ated regul ati ons, Nunavut Pl anni ng and
Proj ect Assessnent Act, Territorial Lands Act
and associ ated regul ation, Arctic Waters
Pol l uti on Prevention Act.

Next slide, please. Since the Nunavut
Wat er Board accepted Agnico Eagle's mne
application for amendnent on January 29, 2024,
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada has provided the Board with -- has
participated in all stages of technical review
process and provided final witten subm ssion
to the Board on June 5, 2024.

Next slide, please. This slide sumrmarizes
the technical review comments provided by
CI RNAC. As per Nunavut Water Board' s request,
Cl RNAC has reviewed the anmendnent application
by Agnico Eagle M nes and submt --
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs Canada submtted technical review

comments and associ ated reconmendat i on.
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Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada rai sed concerns regarding the
adapti ve managenent plan, discharge to
Mel i adi ne Lake, storage of saline water in Lake
B7, water quality prediction, groundwater flow,
and water use. Crown-Indigenous Rel ations and
Nort hern Affairs Canada has communi cated in
witing and in person with Agnico Eagle to
resol ve concern raised during the technical
revi ew.

Agni co Eagl e has satisfactorily addressed
all the technical coments, and
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada is satisfied with the Agnico Eagle
response and identified all concerns -- all of
our concern as a result.

Now | ' Il discuss sonme outstanding issue
that we worked on. One of themis the adaptive
managenent plan. Qur technical review comments
inrelation to the adapti ve managenent plan has
been resol ved, and Crown-Indi genous Rel ations
and Northern Affairs Canada recommends t hat
this would be included in that |icence --
amendnent |icence.

Al so under that adaptive nmanagenent plan

principle, |anguage has been added i ndicating
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that the water licence shall prevail if there
is any conflict or inconsistency between the

ternms and condition of the water |icence and

t he adaptive managenent pl an.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs Canada has worked with Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation and Agnico Eagle and agreed to a
gl obal security amount for the existing licence
and associ ated activities related to the
current anmendnent application. Parties have
presented the estinmate to Nunavut Water Board
for its consideration.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada has recent agreenent with the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association and Agnico Eagle on
the gl obal security anmount, the split of the
security, which is 50-50 between the M nister
of Northern Affairs and the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation, and the paynent tranches for the
security managenent agreenent.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada will continue to work with
Kivallig Inuit Association and Agnico Eagle to
finalize the security managenent agreenent.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern

Affairs Canada has -- has comrented on the
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proposed edit on the draft anendnent -- |icence
amendnent -- draft water |icence amendnent
framework, and it has been submtted to the
Board for consideration. This concludes ny
presentation, and I'm open to have any
question. Thank you.

S. AUTUT: Thank you for your
present ati on.

Are there any questions for
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Nort hern
Affairs?

If not, thank you again for your
presentati on.

Movi ng on now to Environnent and Cinate
Change Canada.

Pl ease proceed with your presentation.
Communi ty Session Presentation by Environnment
and i mate Change Canada
R WYKES: Good eveni ng, everyone.
My nanme is Russell Wkes, and | am a senior
environnment al assessnent officer with
Environnent and i mate Change Canada, and with
me tonight | have our water quality anal yst
Sarah Forte.

Next slide, please. | will start by

presenting Environnent and Cimate Change
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Canada' s mandate and briefly touch on the acts
and |l egislation relevant to Environnent and
Cimte Change Canada, and then |I'l| pass it
over to Sarah to quickly outline our

out st andi ng comment s regardi ng Agni co's
application for a Type 'A" water |icence
amendnent .

Next slide, please. Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada's nmandate includes the
preservation and enhancenent of the quality of
the natural environnment, including water, air,
and soil quality, and the coordi nation of
rel evant policies and prograns of the
Governnent of Canada. It also includes
renewabl e resources such as mgratory birds and
ot her non-donestic flora and fauna,
net eor ol ogy, and the enforcenent of rules and
regul ati ons.

Next slide, please. Environnent and
Climate Change Canada's mandate is governed by
t he Departnent of the Environnment Act, the
Canadi an Environmental Protection Act, the
pol I uti on prevention provisions of the
Fi sheries Act, the Mgratory Birds Convention
Act, and the Species at R sk Act.

| will now pass it over to Sarah for a
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bri ef discussion on our technical issues.

S. FORTE: Thanks, Russell. Sarah
Forte wth Environnent and C i mate Change
Canada.

I'"d first like to say I'msorry that ny
back is to the people | would |like to speak
with. Qur technical review had 31 conments,
and nost of these have been resol ved through
di scussi ons and exchanges. This presentation
has the four that were outstanding at the tine
of our final subm ssion.

Comment Nunber 11 is about the quality of
water after the mne is closed and everyt hing
has been cl eaned up. Agnico has a conputer
nodel that predicts the water -- what the water
quality will be in the future based on site
condi tions, proposed operations, and waste
managemnent .

Wth the current plan, that nodel predicts
potential issues with water quality in three of
the pits and | akes after closure. Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada asked Agni co what
they could change to i nprove the predicted
quality after closure.

Next slide, please. This is still on the

sanme topic. And Agnico provided different
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suggestions for the different pits and | akes,
and they have said they will incorporate these
predictions into a plan. So environnent --
sorry. They will incorporate their suggested
managenent actions into the plan, and
Environnent and C i mate Change Canada consi ders
this comment resol ved.

Next slide, please. Conmment Nunber 17 is
about describing water quality in the east
basin of Meliadi ne Lake before mning started.
Est abl i shi ng what conditions were before m ning
Is inportant to be able to nonitor how things
are changing and what the inpact the mne is
having. Presently, Agnico is conparing water
qual ity nmeasured on-site with baseline neasured
before mning fromsanples that were taken al
across Lake Meli adi ne.

Col l een with Agnico has spoke to this
earlier this evening when she presented on the

aquatic effects nonitoring program and the

basel i ne appeared as a green line -- a green
vertical line on the graphs she showed.
After -- over the past five years, Agnico

has noticed that water quality isn't the sane
all across Lake Meliadine. Specifically, it is

different in the east basin fromthe northwest
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and sout hwest basins. Environnment and dinmate
Change Canada is asking that Agnico describe
pre-mning water quality baseline in Mliadine
east basin to give us a sense of the nagnitude
of changes neasured now and as well so that
after closure we will be able to know when

t hi ngs have returned to nornmal.

Next slide, please. Conmment Nunber 19 is
about the interimclosure and reclamation plan
and | ooking for consistency within the plan.
Presently, the plan states that all pits,
| akes, and ponds, including the |ake that is
used to store saline water from underground,
wi Il be reconnected to the regional nonitor
system by breachi ng di kes and ber mrs.

Fish will eventually repopulate all these
connected water bodies. So Environnent and
Climate Change Canada is reconmendi ng that the
water quality is safe for those fish.

Next slide, please. And this is the final
one, Comment Nunber 29, and it's about how nuch
wat er Agni co can take out of Meli adi ne Lake
each year to fill the pits at closure.
Mel | adi ne Lake has two outlets, as Martha spoke
about earlier, Meliadine R ver and the D ane

Ri ver through Peter Lake. Renoving too nuch
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wat er too quickly from Meliadi ne Lake could
reduce flows in those rivers at the outlet,

whi ch could inpact fish in both those rivers.

There isn't enough data to decide what is
saf e anmount of water to w thdraw each year for
pit filling. So Environnent and Cinmate Change

Canada i s recomendi ng that the Board not
include a wwthdrawal rate for closure in an
amended licence. This wll give sone tine to
coll ect the mssing data before cl osure, which
is presently planned for 2031.

Next slide, please. Yeah. Thank you for
your attention, and we'd be happy to take
guesti ons.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Russell and
Sar ah.

Any questions fromthe public for
Envi ronnent and d i mate Change Canada?

I f not and not seeing a show of hands, we
will nove on now to Fisheries and Cceans
Canada.

So pl ease proceed with your presentation.
Community Session Presentation by Fisheries and
Oceans Canada
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you. Jose

Audet - Lecouffe with Fisheries and Cceans

a
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Canada.

Good evening, everyone. This is the
Fi sheri es and Oceans Canada's presentation.

Next slide. So ny nane is Jose
Audet - Lecouffe. | amthe team | eader, and with
me is ny Derek Donald, a fish biologist, and we
are with the fish and fish habitat protection
programw th Fisheries and Cceans Canada, and
these are the best pictures we found of us.
Sorry about that.

Qur mandate is to conserve and protect fish
and fish habitat frominpact of human work and
activities under -- under the Fisheries Act.

So DFO has consi dered what aspects of the
project could inmpact fish and their habitats,
and we had four comments and reconmmrendati on:
One about inconsistenci es between docunents in
the application, another one about pit flooding
at closure, a third one about fish passage, and
a fourth one about the final offsetting plan.
W will focus on key points, but all the
details of our comrents were provided to the
Boar d.

Next slide, please. Three of the four
coments are resolved. Agnico Eagle provided

updat ed docunments with the correct and conpl ete
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information, and they commtted to collecting
additional information related to fish passage
to support the offsetting plan.

Next -- next slide, please. Next slide.
Thank you. There is only one issue remnaining.
It is the pit flooding when the m ne cl oses.

In their application, Agnico Eagle requested
that the water taken from Meliadi ne Lake to
fill the pits when the mne closes, that this
vol ume doubl e.

DFO noted that Agnico Eagle did not assess
the inpact of withdraw ng that volune of water
from Mel i adi ne Lake and particularly on
Mel i adine and Diane rivers that are critical to
the mgration of char population. So we
requested, |ike Environnment Canada did, that
the pit flooding rates be renoved fromthe
application, and Agni co Eagl e refused.

Next slide, please. W understand that the
vol unme requested in this application is | ess
t han what was accepted in 2014, but we don't
know what inpact it wll have on the char
popul ati on. The vol une that Agnico Eagle
requests m ght be acceptable, but we can't
confirmthat.

Agnico also identified in 2014 that the
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flow at the outlet could be reduced as nuch as
35 percent, and this is well above DFO s
threshold. So it's a significant inpact, and
it requires nore analysis. It's inportant to
mai ntain water levels to protect arctic char
popul ati ons that people in Rankin rely on.

Next slide, please. So DFO recomends to
the Board that the flow rate be renoved, that
the detail ed anal ysis be provided, and that the
necessary information is collected.

Next slide, please. And that concludes our
presentation. Thank you for |istening.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Jose.

Any nmenbers of the public have questions to
the DFO presentation?

Mar t ha?

Questions/ Comments fromthe Comunity

M HI CKES: Thank you. | have a
questi on.

Wth the unresol ved issues still on, wll
that hold back the application for -- or the

approval of the |icence?

S. AUTUT: Kar en.

K. KHARATYAN: Yes. Karen Kharatyan,
wat er board.

Like | stated during the day, the Board
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wi Il have all information provided by
applicant, by intervenors, and, if required,
specific licence terns and conditions wll be
included within the |icence to make sure that
the -- the -- these specific terns and
conditions cover requirenent of all -- any
specific, yes, request may be provided by

I nt ervenors.

So this is to say that the -- the final --
final decision is with the Board. Sonetines
requi rements fromintervenors or recomendation
fromintervenors nay not be acceptabl e.

Soneti nes the proposal will propose the
approaches by Agnico Eagle or |icencee. It may
not be acceptable by the Board. Thank you.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Karen.

Martha, did you have any foll ow up
qguestion? You' re good? Thank you.

Any ot her questions fromthe public for
Departnment of Fisheries and Cceans? |[|f not,
there are no nore formal presentations, but we
will open the floor. [|If the public has any
final questions to any party, including the
applicant, intervenors, or the Board, you're
wel cone to -- to bring those forward now. So

are there any final questions fromthe public?
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Ckay. | see no hands. Thank you.
Cl osi ng Remar ks
S. AUTUT: This brings us to the end
of our agenda for tonight's session. On behalf
of the Nunavut Water Board, | would like to
t hank everyone for participating tonight, and
thank you to the community of Rankin Inlet for
hosting these inportant neetings. A special
thanks to all the presenters tonight and all of
t he peopl e who chose to join this evening to
share your views, your know edge, comrents, and
guestions with the Board.

| will now pass the mic to Madam Chair.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Stephanie, and
thank you to everyone who participated in
maki ng tonight's comunity session a success.

In ternms of what is next, the technica
conponent of the Board's public hearing wll
continue tonorrow right here starting at 9:00,
and we expect to wap up the public hearing for
this application tonorrow afternoon. Anyone
who is interested in this application is
wel cone to attend tonorrow s session.

Fol l owi ng the conpletion of the public
heari ng and the cl ose of the public hearing

record for the file, the Panel will| decide
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whet her to grant Agnico Eagle's request to
change the water licence and will publicly
Issue a witten decision to the Mnister of
Northern Affairs for his consideration.

So good night for now | hope to see you
all tonmorrow, and for the public, please invite
yourself to take | eftover food and j uices
before you | eave. Thank you. See you tonorrow

nor ni ng.

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 9: 00 AM
SEPTEMBER 12, 2024
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PT:

I, A Vidal, certify that the foregoing
pages are a conplete and accurate transcript of
t he proceedi ngs taken down by ne in shorthand
and transcribed fromny shorthand notes to the
best of ny skill and ability.

Dated at the City of St. Al bert, Province
of Alberta, this 23rd day of Septenber 2024.

Yoreafuk
(gl
A. Vidal, CSR(A), RWR
O ficial Court Reporter
Commi ssi oner for Qaths Appointee No. 0749558
ASRA Menbership No. 443
NCRA Menbershi p No. 998452
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