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| NTERPRETERS/ TRANSLATORS
M Angoshadl uk | nuktitut Language
Tr ansl at or

A. Vidal, CSR(A), RVR Oficial Court Reporter

R Denpster Sound Techni ci an

( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 10: 06 AM
THE CHAI R Good norning. Uiash
wi |l do the opening prayer.

Openi ng Prayer

THE CHAI R Thank you. Good norni ng.

|tem Nunber 9, Fisheries and Cceans Canada
to give their presentation.

Legal counsel.
T. NMEADOWE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

Do the witnesses wi sh to be sworn or

affirnmed?

J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Affirmed, please.
D. DONALD: Affirnmed, please.
THE CHAI R: If I can have the

W t nesses state and spell their nanes for the

record, please.
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J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet - Lecouffe,
J-OS-E AUDET-L-EECOUFFE

D. DONALD: Derek Donald, D-E-R-E-K
D-O N A-L-D.

JOSE AUDET- LECOUFFE, DEREK DONALD, Affirnmed
T. NMEADOWS: Ter esa Meadows, | ega
counsel for the Nunavut Water Board.

So, Madam Chair, | have two copies of the
presentati ons about to be provided by Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, and one version is in
English and I nuktitut, and the second version
is in French, and I will be marking those as
the next two exhibits in the public hearing.
And thank you, Madam Chair. Those are ny
procedural matters.

EXH BI T 12 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, 2AM MEL1631, Agnico

Eagle M nes, Mliadine Projet - Water

Li cence Anmendnent 2AM MEL1631

(English and I nuktitut)

EXH BIT 13 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, 2AM MEL1631, Agnico

Eagle M nes, Meliadine Projet - Wter

Li cence Anmendnent 2AM MEL1631

( French)

THE CHAI R Thank you.
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Fi sheri es and Oceans, you may proceed.
Presentation by Fisheries and Oceans Canada
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair,
and good norni ng, everyone.

This is Fisheries and Cceans' presentation
for the Meliadine project and its water |icence
amendnent .

Next slide, please. The fish and fish
habi tat protection program So Derek and I,
our mandate is to conserve and protect fish and
fish habitat frominpact of human work and
activities under the Fisheries Act.

Next slide, please. So for this project,
DFO has consi dered what aspects of the project
could inpact fish and their habitats, and for
this we had four areas of comment. W had
i nconsi stenci es between docunents and the
application, we had concerns about pit flooding
at closure, about fish passage, and about the
fish offsetting plan.

Next slide, please. O our four coments,
three were resolved. The -- the proper
docunents with the correct and conplete
i nformati on were provided. That addressed the
first coment. And Agnico Eagle commtted to

collecting additional information relating to
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the fish offsetting plan. So that addressed
the two | ast conments.

Next slide, please. The one issue that
remai ns unresolved is related to pit flooding
at closure. In their application, Agnico Eagle
requested that water be taken from Meli adi ne
Lake to fill the pits when the m ne cl oses and
that this volune be increased from4 mllion
cubic netre per year to 8.7 cubic netre per
year, so nore than doubl e.

During the technical review of the
application, DFO noted that Agnico did not
assess the inpacts of withdraw ng that vol une
of water, particularly on Meliadine and D ane
rivers that are critical to the mgration of
| ocal arctic char popul ations.

So DFO has requested that pit flooding
rates be renoved fromthis application unti
Agni co Eagl e provides a proper inpact analysis.
In their response, Agnico Eagle noted that they
shoul d not renove pit filling rates and that
they were approved 17.06 mllion cubic netre a
year in the 2014 NI RB process.

So, now, why does it matter? Well, in
2014, Agnico Eagle provided only a genera

under standi ng of the inpact to flow associ at ed
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wth 17.06 mllion cubic netre. W understand
that the volunme requested is less than in 2014,
but it is not understood what inpacts the

wi t hdraw of this volunme will have. The vol une
that -- that Agnico Eagle requests m ght be
acceptable, but we don't know.

Al so, Agnico Eagle identified in 2014 that
during low flow, flow rates woul d decrease by
as nmuch as 35 percent conpared to baseline
conditions, conpared to natural conditions.
This is well above DFO s threshold. It is a
significant inpact, and it requires a further
anal ysi s.

Next slide, please. So DFO recommends to
the Board that flowrates for pit flooding be
renmoved fromthis application, that a detail ed
pit flooding analysis and a nanagenent and
noni toring plan be provided as part of the
cl osure and reclamation plan, and that the
necessary information is collected, which
i ncl udes | ake water levels and flow in D ane
and Meliadine rivers.

DFO recommends 20 years of data, and we
understand that this has not started yet. So
we would i ke the Board to consider this

recommendati on and note that Environnment
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Canada, Fisheries and Cceans, the KIA and NTI
share the same concerns.

DFO s conmtted to working with Agnico
Eagl e and the partners around this table to
cone to an acceptable solution. W have tine
to revisit this topic before closure, but we
need the right information, and we need to
start collecting the right information now.
Thank you. Thanks for |istening.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Questions to Fisheries and Oceans from
Agni co Eagl e.

C. KOWBEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair
Christine Kowobel, |egal counsel, Agnico Eagle.

If we could just have a nonment to confer.
Many t hanks.

Thank you, Madam Chair. Christine Kowbel,
| egal counsel, Agnico Eagl e.

Before | start, we will have a few
guestions for Fisheries and OCceans Canada based
on that presentation. And, as part of that,
Madam Chair, we've heard a | ot of tal k about
this DFO policy relating to 20 years. W have
a copy of that policy. M. Audet-Lecouffe has
not shared it with the Board, but we wll.

And 1'd like to mark that as an exhibit.
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W'l |l provide that with -- Teresa Meadows, by
email, but we will be referencing it in our
presentati on.

And in order to explain our interpretation
of that policy and how that policy actually
applies, M. Jackson has prepared two slides,
which we' Il also be putting on the screen and
asking to be marked as exhibits.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut Water Board Legal
Counsel

T. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So wth respect to the fisheries policy,
I'"mjust going to ask whether or not there are
any objections to that being filed as an
exhibit recognizing that it is publicly
avai l able, that it was referenced by Fisheries
and Oceans Canada in their presentation, and
that it should not be a surprise to any of the
partici pants here.

But if I can poll the I egal counsel for the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association, | will then go to
Nunavut Tunngavi k I ncorporated and then
Gover nnent of Canada | egal counsel as to

whet her or not they object to the policy going
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in via electronic form
J. KATZ: Jonat han Kat z, | egal
counsel .

No objections, but | would like to see the

policy as soon as possible. Thank you.

T. MEADONS: Art hur.

A. YUAN: Art hur Yuan, Nunavut
Tunngavi k | nc.

The same situation. No objections from
here, and I would |like to see the policy as
wel | .

T. NEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, | ega
counsel for the Nunavut Water Board.

For Gover nment of Canada, Sinone?

S. TI ELESH: Si none Ti el esh, | ega
counsel for the Governnment of Canada.

W have no objections.

T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut Water
Boar d.

So |l will circulate that to all |egal
counsel, and, actually, we'll try and get it
posted on the registry, as well circulated to
everyone, as soon as | receive it.

EXH BIT 14 - Electronic Copy,

Framewor k for Assessing the
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Ecol ogi cal Flow Requirenents to

Support Fisheries in Canada, Science

Advi sory Report, Fisheries and Cceans

Canada, Canadi an Sci ence Advi sory

Secretariat (CSAS)(My 2013) (English)
T. NMEADOWS: Wth respect to the
slides that you' re proposing to provide, is
there any information in those slides, Agnico
Eagle, that is not currently on the public
record previously been provided by Agnico
Eagl e?
J. QUESNEL.: Thank you. Jame
Quesnel , Agnico Eagl e.

The first slide has references to the 2014
FEI'S whi ch has been di scussed, and that's been
circulated. The second slide is nore rel ated
to the Departnent of Fisheries and Oceans' 2013
policy that we were just tal king about, and
it's just highlighting a few conponents of that
policy that's tied into the presentation by the
Departnent of Fisheries and Cceans.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water
Board. Thank you for that clarification.

So sane order. W will go around the table

and ask whet her or not there are any objections
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to the two slides being projected to support
t he questioning that Agnico Eagle is planning
for Fisheries and Cceans Canada.

And | recognize that if in the course of
the slides being projected there are --
sonething arises where it's new information and
you wi sh to object, you can, of course,
preserve your right to do so at that tinme. But
based on what is currently known of the slides,
are there any objection to this material being
entered as an exhibit?

So Kivalliqg I'nuit Associ ation.

J. KATZ: Jonat han Kat z, | egal
counsel, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

| think it's difficult to provide an answer
Wi t hout seeing the slides. So if we could
reserve the right, as you said, to object
later. | don't want to hold up the hearing
anynore, but | can't say whether there is or
isn't newinformation wthout seeing it. So no
obj ection right now but reserving the right to
obj ect once we see the slides. Thank you.

T. NEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, | ega
counsel for the Nunavut \Water Board.

So our normal process with sonething |ike

thisis we wll mark it as an exhibit. W wll
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not enter it as an exhibit unless there are no
obj ections follow ng the presentation of that
material, and then the Board wll deal wth any
obj ections at that tinme.

So you w Il have preserved your right to
obj ect once you see the slides thenselves, the
i nformation, and hear the discussion associated
wi th those.

So, M. Yuan, from Nunavut Tunngavi k?

A. YUAN: Art hur Yuan, |egal
counsel for Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.

Yes. On the basis noted by Ms. Meadows, no
objections at this tinme.

T. NMEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, | egal counsel for the Nunavut Water
Boar d.

So Governnment of Canada | egal counsel ?

S. TI ELESH: Si mon Ti el esh, | egal
counsel with the Governnent of Canada.

| have no objections to the process as

descri bed. Thank you.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water
Boar d.

So we have a path forward. It's also ny

understanding that -- and we will circulate the
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materials as we receive them | wll circulate
themto legal counsel, and we wll -- we wl]l
not circulate the slides until we know for sure
that they will be entered. | will circulate
themonly to | egal counsel recognizing they are
subject to objections arising, and they may not
be entered on the record ultimately if there
are objections. Wth respect to the policy --
the policy, however, as there are no
objections, we'll circulate that and post it on
the registry.

EXH BIT 15 - Electronic Copy, 2

Summary Slides Entitled "Meliadine

Lake Water Wt hdrawal s" (English)
T. MEADOWS: And it's my understanding
as well that the person who will be presenting
the slides and conducting the potenti al
questioning is -- was not sworn in or affirnmed.
So | would like to do that now, if | can.
Thank you.

So if I can have the wtness state and

spell your nane for the record, please.

S. JACKSON: Scott Jackson, SS-CGOT-T
J-A-C K-S ON
T. NMEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa

Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut Water

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 221

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

Boar d.

Do you wish to be sworn or affirnmed?
S. JACKSON: Either/or. \Watever --
what ever suits the water board.
T. NMEADONS: Thank you, M. Jackson
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

The Board determ nes many things, but that
Is not one of them The choice -- the
di fference between themis whether or not you

swear on a Bible or whether or not you affirm

S. JACKSON: Thank you. Under st ood.
I will affirm
T. NMEADOWS: Thank you.

SCOIT JACKSON, Affirmed
T. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, |ega
counsel for the Nunavut Water Board.

So |l will be circulating things shortly,
and if you would like to proceed wth your
qguesti oni ng.

C. KOWBEL: Thank you, Madam Chair
and thank you, Ms. Meadows. Christine Kowbel,
| egal counsel for Agnico Eagle.

Ms. Meadows, | have -- as we just
di scussed, | have enmiled you a copy of the

policy and the slides, and perhaps while I'm
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just making these prelimnary remarks, we could
get those up on the screen. Hopefully our
email is working. If it's not, let us know.
Thank you, Madam Chair. W do have a few
questions for Fisheries and Cceans Canada.
As M. Audet-Lecouffe noted, we worked
t hrough a nunber of information requests and
technical comments. Oh.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Sorry to interrupt, but perhaps what we'll
do in the interest of -- oh, | just received

them That's what | was just going to say.

Per haps we should use a key. | just have them
So |l wll -- 1 wll circulate themto everyone,
and we'll get themup on the screen in a

m nute. Thank you.

Presentation by Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted

(Mel i adi ne Lake Water Wt hdrawal s)

C. KOWBEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
So, as we noted, we were able to work

t hrough a nunber of information requests and

technical conmments. W got to a place where

there is just one outstanding issue with DFQ

which is quite a good place. So we don't want

to |l ose sight of that in these questions that

we' re having about the pit flooding issue, and
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we have been able to work together wth DFO
and we expect we'll keep working with DFO

But there is one issue renaining that is
unresol ved, and we do di sagree quite
fundanentally on that, and that is the issue of
pit flooding volunes. Respectfully, we do not
think that Fisheries and Oceans Canada
presented that itemfairly to the community
| ast night or to you this norning. W are
concerned that Fisheries and Oceans Canada is
not providing the Board the full picture.

So we have sone questions and coments this
norning aimng to ensure that the Board has a
full and accurate understandi ng of the
informati on and the extensive evidence that
Agnico Eagle is relying on in asking the Board
to continue to include the closure of vol unes
in the licence and to increase themso that we
could eventually close the new facilities we're
asking you to add this -- to this licence. And
there are a few key points.

The first topic is the water board needs to
be aware of the full context of the Fisheries
and Cceans policy. Based on the Fisheries and
Cceans presentation, the Board should

understand the process foll owed by Agnico Eagle
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Is a typical evaluation of flows validated by
our expert and was part of the 2014 assessnent.
There is no known evidence that highlights a
different result.

We think you will find Agnico Eagle and the
Board has the evidence -- and you have the
evi dence now -- to nmake an infornmed decision
about including the updated pit volunes in the
amended |icence.

W heard Fisheries and Cceans Canada state
that 20 years of baseline data is the standard
and suggested that that was the DFO -- sorry --
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada policy, but
Fi sheri es and Oceans Canada only presented you
with part of the policy.

| am going to ask Agnico Eagle's
third-party senior hydrol ogi st Scott Jackson,
who is a licenced geoscientist in Nunavut, and
what that neans is that he has to follow the
very high professional standards set by his
governi ng organi zati on, and those standards are
consi dered specifically to Nunavut. And he is
going to speak to what is actually the standard
approach foll owi ng Fisheries and Oceans'
policy.

M. Jackson has been working in this field
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as a hydrol ogist for over 20 years, and over
that time, he's worked with a nunber of
different parties, and he's worked for a nunber
of different people. He's worked for the
provinci al and federal governnent. He's worked
for proponents. | wll not go over his CV --
or -- sorry -- his resunme, his work experience,
but it is available to the Board as an exhibit
in this hearing, and I have no hesitation in
recommending himto you as an expert in the
field of hydrol ogy.

|"'mgoing to ask M. Jackson to present his
slides now, and then we will have sone
guestions for Fisheries and Cceans Canada. And
so | can see that the slides are up on the
screen.

And so, Madam Chair, | am now going to pass
the m crophone to M. Jackson.

S. JACKSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Scott Jackson on behalf of Agnico Eagle.

So to recap, the 2014 FEI S assessed annual
wi t hdrawal vol unes from Meliadi ne Lake to fill
the pits in active closure at a rate of
17.06 mllion cubic netres per year. The
assessed reduction at that tinme based on that

vol une was 15 percent of the median or two-year
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return period flow at the outlets and, as DFO
and Environnment Canada referenced, a reduction
of 24 percent to 35 percent for the | owfl ow
peri ods.

The 2014 FEI S was conduct ed using standard
and appropriate nethodol ogy to determ ne the
I npacts of an operation on streanflows, and, in
addition, simlar nmethods were used as to what
Is laid out in the framework for assessing
ecol ogi cal flow requirenents to support
fisheries in Canada.

Fi sheries and Oceans stated that Agnico
Eagl e does not understand the inpacts, but |
woul d argue that we do. There's -- yeah. In
the current nmaxi num proposed rate, it is half
that assessed in the 2014 FEIS. G ven that,
this updated withdrawal rate would result in
| ower estimated reductions to streanfl ows,
approxi mately half the originally assessed
reducti on.

It is also worth noting that that
assessnment in the 2014 FEl S nodel
conservatively assuned that there would be no
managenent of the withdrawals for Meli adi ne
Lake. However, the followng mtigation was

also identified: Punping rates will be managed
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to mnimze effects to Meliadi ne Lake and w ||
ensure that the total annual di scharge does not
drop below the ten-year dry condition. 1In
years during which Meliadi ne Lake di scharges
are forecast to naturally fall below the
ten-year dry condition, no punping wll occur.

There is flexibility in the active closure
punpi ng schedul e as presented in the anendnent
application to manage wthdrawal s from
Mel i adi ne Lake to neet this mtigation neasure.
In ny professional opinion, the assessnent
net hodol ogy used in the 2014 FEI S was
appropriate and defensible and in line with the
gui dance provided in the Fisheries and Cceans
f ramewor k.

Next slide, please. So this is the --
there are a couple of excerpts fromthat
framewor k that have been entered into the
record. Wth respect to Fisheries and Cceans'
comment on the requirenent for environnental
fl ow needs assessnents to be conducted using a
m ni nrum of 20 years of streanfl ow data, as
noted in the first quotation on the slide, the
framework al so in Appendi x 1 specifies specific
steps to be taken if site -- if site-specific

records are less than 20 years in duration.
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And | quote: (as read)

For situations/sites where flow data

I's not avail able, then the use of

synt hesi zed, i.e., nodell ed,

streanfl ow data is recommended. These

data can be prorated from a proxi nal
hydronetric station or sinulated using

a hydrol ogi cal nodel .

Il would like to note that this approach is
standard, industry-w de, and nationwide. It is
wel | supported by the scientific community and
iIs outlined in several other provincial
environnental flow needs assessnent docunents.

| have personally conducted these anal yses for
multiple sites in British Colunbia, the Yukon
territory, Ontario, Al berta, Quebec, and
internationally in Indonesia, Honduras, and
United States.

Agnico is currently collecting streanfl ow
and water |l evel data at both outflows for
Mel i adi ne Lake -- thanks. Okay. Yeah. Agnico
is collecting streanfl ow and water |evel data
at both outflows of the | ake over the next
three years. Agnico's data can be used in
conbi nation with Water Survey of Canada

hydronetric records, exanples of which are
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provided in the table in the [ower right of the
slide, and watershed nodelling to generate the
requi red 20-plus years of streanfl ow data for
use in this assessnent.

As stated previously, this is standard,

i ndustry, and scientific practice follow ng
wel | - est abl i shed net hods. Thank you.

Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted Questions Fisheries
and Cceans Canada

C. KOWBEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair
and thank you, M. Jackson.

So | just want to enphasize a few points
that you've just heard M. Jackson, the expert
hydr ol ogi st, speak to. |In addition to applying
Fi sheries and Cceans' standard policy, the
policy that every mne that he's ever worked on
i n Canada has worked -- has followed to devel op
a typical flow assessnent and in devel oping the
approach to pit flooding, as M. Jackson
menti oned, Agnico Eagle is also carrying out a
t hree-year nonitoring programwhich will help
i nform potential for effects, offer an
opportunity for adaptive nmanagenent if it's
needed, and ensure that the fl ow i ssues that
Fi sheries and Oceans fl agged as a concern don't

happen.
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Agai n, we also want to enphasi ze that the
requested vol unes are one-third -- about
one-third of what was originally assessed in
the 2014 final environnental inpact statenent
and approved by the Nunavut |npact Review
Board. |It's a very large reduction, and that
shoul d increase confidence that there will be
no significant effects.

Now, having heard this, we have two
questions for DFO -- or -- sorry -- Fisheries
and Cceans Canada, and | should say, as | said
earlier, Madam Chair, we have filed the policy
with Ms. Meadows. | won't ask her to put it on
the screen because we've nentioned it on this
sli de.

And so, sir, |'masking Fisheries and
Oceans Canada to confirmthat -- the framework
for assessing the ecological flow requirenents
to support fisheries in Canada, that this is
your policy and the policy that you were
ment i oni ng.

J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Yes. This is the
framework that we're -- | was nentioning --
sorry. Jose Audet-Lecouffe with Fisheries and
Cceans Canada.

This is the right docunent. It's not a
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policy. |It's a science advice that we -- we
use for technical guidance.
C. KOWBEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
| think, sir, you were the person -- |
think you nentioned it was a policy, but I'm
happy to call it a science advisory docunent.
Can Fi sheries and Cceans Canada confirm
that the net hodol ogy descri bed by M. Jackson,
t he standard net hodol ogy that's applied for
m nes across Canada, is included in and part of
t he science advi sory docunent ?
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet - Lecouffe,
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada.
If you're referring to nodelling, yes, it
is standard practice and acceptable. It is
al so best practice to validate on-site this
i nformati on and consi der changes in climte
change and isostatic rebound, the changes in
t he environnment that occurs, so validate this
information. But, yes, nodelling is totally
accept abl e.
C. KOWBEL: Okay. Thank you very
much.
|"mjust going to turn to our second point,
and, Madam Chair -- oh, I'msorry. Thank you.

Just one nore point.
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And we thought it was inportant to speak a
bit to the inportance of respecting the Nunavut
| npact Review Board process and how extensive
that process is, and it relates to the topic of
envi ronnmental effects.

And the reason we are enphasizing this is
t hat when we were before the community | ast
ni ght, we heard a statenment about significant
effects, and, Madam Chair, | have read the
report fromthe Nunavut |npact Review Board on
the Meliadi ne project, and there was no finding
that there would be significant effects.

That's not accurate. And so | don't want to
| eave the conmmunity with that m sunderstandi ng.

W think it is very, very inportant to
respect the process that has been established
by the Nunavut Agreenent and the role of the
other regulators in this process, the Nunavut
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on and the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

The Meliadi ne m ne assessnent that the
Nunavut | npact Review Board carried out from
2011 to 2014 was long. |t was conprehensive.
It was extensive. It involved dedi cated work
by experienced professionals, Elders, youth,

Inuit, and other community nmenbers. The
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Envi ronnent Canada teamthat participated in
this assessnment was very experienced, |ed by
Anne W1 son, who many of us know in this room
and had opportunity to learn from

Fi sheries and Cceans Canada al so ensured
that senior staff were invol ved and dedi cated
to the review, and Agnico Eagle presented their
best and reliable evidence from expertise that
was accepted by the Nunavut | npact Review
Board. They included Inuit Qaujingj atugangit
and western science in that analysis. There
was a | ong process of information exchange, and
the process ended with public hearings and
conmuni ty roundtabl es.

At the end of that process, the Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Board, a board of seven Inuit
nmenbers, together with the expertise of the
Nunavut | npact Review Board staff, carefully
read the evidence and nade its decision, and
they took into account that evidence, and they
took into account the mtigations, and they
took into account the legislation that applies
to this project, and based on that assessnent,
they did not identify that there would be
significant effects.

The conpany then proceeded to the Nunavut
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Wat er Board process, and, of course, when

Agni co Eagl e was applying for their facilities,
you don't just apply to construct and operate a
facility; you apply to construct, operate, and
close it. And that's what Agnico Eagle did,
and the water board agreed with that. The

wat er board included pit volunmes for closing --
for closure in the Type "A" water |licence, as
it shoul d.

And now we are here again asking for the
rest of the facilities fromthat 2014
assessnent to be added, and, again, Agnico
Eagle is responsibly asking for the full phase
of each of those facilities, construction,
operation, closure. And to close the
facilities, that also neans the water board
needs to adjust the flooding volunes that we
al ready have in this licence accordingly for
those new facilities, and, as | said, this is a
responsi bl e approach to permt the full life
cycl e based on evi dence.

And, respectfully, it's not any of our
role, including Fisheries and Cceans Canada or
Envi ronnent Canada, to second-guess the hard
wor k of the people involved, including from

their own organi zations, in the Nunavut i npact
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assessment out cones.

Agai n, the Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board
assessed pit closure volunes that are al nost
three tinmes higher than what is being requested
in this licence. The volunes we are asking to
update in this licence remain a very
conservative and assessed approach.

W wanted to draw everyone's attention to a
quote fromthe water board's correspondence of
March 1st, 2024, on this file because we
started this process with sone questions about
the original assessnment. The NWB, water board,
points out that: (as read)

The assessnent of the potenti al

ecosystem ¢ and soci oeconomni c effects

of the full scope of the activities

proposed in the amendnent application

was previously conducted by the

Nunavut | npact Review Board, as set

out in the final hearing report for

the Meliadine Gold project.

And | won't give the nunbers, but that's dated
Cct ober 10t h, 2014.

Briefly stated, the scope of the Mliadine

Gol d project assessed by the N RB, Nunavut

| npact Review Board, and ultimtely approved to
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proceed by the Mnister in 2015 was descri bed
in the executive summary of the final hearing
report as follows: (as read)

The Meliadine Gold project as proposed

woul d i nvol ve the constructi on,

operation, closure, and reclamation of

five open-pit mnes and one

under ground m ne and associ at ed

I nfrastructure for the extraction,

transportation, and shipnment of gold

fromfive deposits.
As indicated by the Nunavut Pl anni ng Conm ssion
and its conformty determ nation on the
anmendnent application dated January 25th, 2024,
no further assessnent of the activities, works,
and undertaki ngs proposed in this anmendnent
application is required by the NIRB as these
itenms were included within the scope of the
NI RB's 2014 assessnent.

Accordingly, the water board, while
conducting a thorough technical review of the
anendnent application, is bound by the
assessnent of the proposed activities, works,
and undert aki ngs concluded by the NIRB in 2014.

And so wth that, Madam Chair, | have one

final question for DFQO, Fisheries and Cceans
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Canada.

If the water board includes the larger pit
volunmes in the anended |icence that Agnico
Eagle is asking for, is Fisheries and Cceans
Canada willing to keep working with Agnico
Eagle to review its ongoing nonitoring data in
a coll aborative way, as we have been able to
do, in order to support our shared goal to
mai ntai n adequate flow | evel s?

J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet - Lecouffe,
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada.

Qur recommendation to renove the pit
flooding rates stands, but we really want to
work with you to nake sure that no inpact to
Mel i adine River and Diane River will occur
during pit flooding. At this point, we cannot
accept a nunber wi thout a proper inpact
assessnment of water levels in those rivers.

I"d like to say that we do respect the N RB
process, of course, but the NI RB process does
not address in detail this situation. W need
to establish thresholds. It needs to be
seasonal and follow natural |evels and a proper
monitoring plan to ensure that fish are
pr ot ect ed.

Details are to be discussed here in front
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of this water board, but the information
provi ded was not sufficient to hold this
di scussion. | would also |ike to point that
NIRB -- during the NIRB process, a potenti al
reduction of mnus 35 percent of flowis
significant. Now, it mght not happen, but we
don't know.

To answer your question, yes, we wll work
with you, and we'll be happy to. Thank you.
C. KOWBEL: Thank you, Madam Chair

We appreciate your confirmation that based
on the evidence that if the water board
i ncl udes larger closure volunes in this
licence, as we -- as we think they should, that
you' Il continue working with the proponent on
these inportant itens.

Thank you, Madam Chair. Those are all our

questions for Fisheries and Cceans Canada.

THE CHAI R Sorry. | got distracted.

Legal counsel, go ahead.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So I'"'mnow going to go around the table to
see whether or not there are objections to

entering the two slides as the exhibits in this

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 239

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

public hearing or whether there are no
obj ecti ons.

So if I can -- okay. And |I'm seeing that
| egal counsel need to take a break to have a
di scussion with their clients. So perhaps,
Madam Chair, we can adjourn for 15 m nutes and
| et parties have a discussion with their
counsel .

THE CHAI R kay. We'll break for
15 m nut es.

( ADJ OURNMVENT)

THE CHAI R Ckay. Before we
reconvene, |egal counsel for water board,

Ter esa.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut Water Board Legal
Counsel

T. NMEADOWE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows for the Nunavut Water Board.

So, Madam Chair, you'll recall from
yesterday that there was a di scussi on about
ternms -- revised terns and conditions wordi ng
associ ated with Part C of the water |icence,
and it's ny understanding that the Kivalliq
I nuit Association and Agni co Eagl e have cone to
sone resolution of the precise wording. So we

would like -- they would |ike to project that
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now and tal k through that with the parties
her e.

Wth respect to the exhibits and the
continued questioning of Fisheries and Cceans
Canada, we are going to defer that to after
lunch to allow parties tinme to review the
information in the new exhibits and determ ne
their position with respect to whether or not
they object to those nmaterials being filed on
the public record.

And al so, Madam Chair, once we concl ude
with Agnico Eagle and the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation tal king about their revised
wor di ng, we al so understand that Dorothy
Agl ukark is having to | eave town on a pl ane
this afternoon, and so she would like to
address the Board one |l ast tine before she --
bef ore she | eaves.

So we'll have Dorothy close us out before
 unch. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R: So right nowit's Agnico
with KIA

Ckay. Go ahead, Agnico.

C. KOWBEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Christine Kowbel, |egal counsel for Agnico
Eagle. M apologies. I've got a little frog
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in my throat.

Just to clarify, Madam Chair, what
Ms. Meadows just spoke to, we are going to be
filing updated Part C | anguage. That's
currently with | egal counsel for the Governnent
of Canada, |egal counsel for Kivalliqg Inuit
Association. | expect we'll be in position to
file that after |unch.

In the neantine, Agnico Eagle and Kivalliq
I nuit Association -- you heard during Kivalligq
I nuit Association's presentation there were a
fewitens they wanted to see in the water
licence, and |I'm happy to say that we are able
to present sone wording jointly to you on a few
of those topics, which I will ask Coll een
Prather to speak to.

And, in addition, Agnico Eagle and Kivalliqg
Inuit Association -- and this is very tinely
because this relates to topics relevant to the
pit flooding i ssue we were just speaking
about -- have worked together on a conm tnent
to address -- to address that topic as well,
and that would be added to the commtnent |i st
under the water |icence.

So | believe that the docunents that we

sent Ali are now up on the screen, and | wll
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turn the mc over to Ms. Prather before | start
coughi ng again. Thank you.

C. PRATHER: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Col | een Prather with Agni co Eagl e.

So I'll read the commtnent in. This is
Wat er Licence Amendnment Conmitnent Nunmber 109.
The subject is "closure pit flooding".

Wth respect to the overall pit flooding
vol unmes at closure specified in Part E,

Section 2 of the Type 'A water |icence, as
anended by the application, Agnico Eagle
recogni zes and commts to give consideration to
t he water bal ance of Meliadine Lake in order to
manage the potential pit flooding at the

cl osure stage, and the associated punping rates
from Meliadine Lake will be specified in the
final closure and reclamation plan which wll
be subject to Board approval.

Appropriate studies will be undertaken to
confirmthat during pit flooding Meliadine Lake
levels wll remain within their natura
el evation range, and small craft navigability
through the narrows of Meliadine Lake wll be
mai nt ai ned. This should ensure no inpact to
downstream fi sh habitat.

If you can go to the next slide -- or --
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sorry -- the next page. Al right. These are
terms and conditions for the water licence. So
the first one is a proposed new term and
condition. We'Ill leave it to the Board to

deci de which part and section it falls under.

Sal i ne groundwat er shall not be discharged
to Meliadine Lake. Saline groundwater is
defined as water originating fromunderground
m ne wor ki ngs whi ch exceeds a salinity of
4,000 mlligrans per litre. Saline groundwater
shal |l be nmanaged separately from surface
contact water and not directed to the contact
wat er managenent systemw th the exception of
resi dual saline groundwater present in
decommi ssi oned and drai ned sal i ne storage ponds
unl ess ot herw se approved by the Board.

And, finally, we have an existing
condition, Part F, Item4. The revised wording
bei ng proposed is: The discharge of effluent
fromthe final discharge point at Mnitoring
Program Station Mel-14 to Meliadi ne Lake shall
be mnimzed to the degree possi ble and shal
not exceed the total authorized vol une of
2.6 mllion cubic netres per year during the
operations of the Meliadine mne or as

ot herwi se approved by the Board in witing.
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Thank you.
THE CHAI R Teresa, |egal counsel.
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut

Wat er Board.
So I"'massumng this will be a joint filing
with -- between the Kivalliqg Inuit Association

and Agnico Eagle, but perhaps if there are any
questions to the -- | recognize that Governnent
of Canada parties may have not had an
opportunity to ook at this and think about
this. So I'll ask that you defer your
qguestions until after lunch. Wen we cone
back, we'll have a nore thorough discussion of
it.

And at this point, Madam Chair, I'd like to
suggest that Dorothy be permitted to nake her
statement so that she's able to travel this
afternoon. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Dorothy, you'll be able
to speak before you | eave.

St at enent by Dor ot hy Agl ukark

D. AGLUKARK: Thank you, Madam Chair.

" mgoing to say on behalf of the Kivalliq
I nuit Association Elders advisory we thank you

very nmuch for being open. Agnico is opening a
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|l ot of jobs. First of all, I would like to
gi ve you appreciation for your work hiring, the
NTI and KIA, and the water -- Nunavut Water
Board for allowi ng us Elders to speak up.
Li ke, we are included in your hearings. Thank
you very much for allow ng us.

W always say that there's no job
opportunities within our region. There's no
j ob opportunities up here. W are now being
open. |I'msorry. The other Elders, |ike, are
not here. Like, they should start com ng nore
often so they'll understand in what you're
tal ki ng about. The work that you do, the --
the road that you're using, you have to go talk
to the governnment, you have to talk to Nunavut
Water Board. All these -- like, they don't
hear these in person, and sonetinmes we only
hear it from-- I'msorry that -- but ne, |
understand you are doing the work, |ike, as you
are told to.

We are very nuch in support, us Elders.
For so many years, if | becone 80 -- | have
seen ny ancestors, ny grandparents, ny nmom nmnmy
dad live through hardship. | have been through
that. Today nmy children, ny grandchildren are

living in a good life. There's good education.
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They have good jobs. Like, we have to see them
do nore instead of going agai nst each ot her

wi t hout understanding, and there's a | ot of

m sunder st andi ng goi ng on.

This is our future children that we have to
work for. W feel that there would be nore job
opportunities, and Agnico has had a | ot of
jobs. They have hired. And you have i nproved
the life of the young people. They only don't
live on social welfare.

Li ke, we consider -- us adults, Elders,
appreciate. W're not going back to igloos,
snow i gl oos, snow houses. Today we live in
beauti ful houses. Today we feel and | feel
that we have to be people that are deciding,
even though I"'mgetting old, and I won't be --
it won't be long before | can't make this --
and if | go, I would have to | eave behind --
because all of us are going to | eave our
children. Like, I"mtalking on behalf of the
peopl e of Kivallig and people of Nunavut. W
have to consider this.

We are fully supporting to -- for you to
continue working in Nunavut, especially the
m ni ng conpani es. They have hel ped a | ot of

people, and | hear, |like, when there's -- they
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help. If there's a search going on, they are
right there constantly helping. W really
appreciate the fact that the m ning conpanies
are here and hel ping the people of Nunavut.
Thank you. Fromthe bottom of our hearts,

t hank you very nuch.

And the education -- there's a | ot of
students, but they're -- they don't have the
hi gher -- like, they're not -- they don't have
the technicians up here. Like, they're the
only ones, Agnico, |ooking for workers for them
to go to the top positions.

Like, we -- we're the only ones that -- us
lnuit, let's negotiate with them Let them
talk to us. Let them nmake us understand what
IS possible so that we'll -- it's not |ike we
have to constantly go agai nst the conpani es.

Let us Elders -- Elders are very nuch
supporting the conpani es, and today we don't
just do this and that wi thout having to talk to
the people in the community. | want to |et
the -- ny Elders know, and sonetines | go on
| ocal radio.

In regards to wildlife, our wildlife,
cari bou, seals, we consider them W know,

but -- there's always a "but" to everything.
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If we consider themvery closely, if we
negotiate, if we can work together, we can fix
sonething as a teammork, like, we are -- |I'm
very nuch supporting. Like, sonetines our

El ders, we have gone through hardship in our
past life. If it wasn't for their hard work,
we woul dn't be here today.

Wen | was a child, | renenber there's no
stove, no heater. Sonetines | wake up, the
snow is falling because the igloo has snow.

And sonetines we go hungry. | have gone

t hrough starvation tines. | have gone through
it. Today | fully support our young people
today to give themopportunities to have good
job, and I know that you do training to the
young people that are working here at Ml i adi ne
and at -- I'mvery, very thankful that you have
gi ven us opportunities to give us our

younger -- younger generation jobs.

We have to start negotiating, not just
stopping the conpanies. W are fully
supporting you. You do have the power. You do
have -- you know what to do with the water.

Li ke, even though we are from Nunavut, we need
to start supporting the mning conpanies. |If

they stop -- if they stop exploring, we'll have

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 249

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

nothing. It's like we would be stolen from --
like, there's a |ot of young people out there
that today can work for you. What -- what if
the -- what happens if the mning conpanies
close down? | would Iike the other people to
consider this instead of fighting, instead of
argui ng, instead of going agai nst each ot her
and not just putting others down.

If we're going to find good opportunities,
what will happen if they don't cone back?
Li ke, if they can explore the land -- when we
tal k and our nenbers talk, |I'msaying that |'m
glad you listened to what |I'm saying and for
you to allow ne to speak to you. Thank you
very nmuch for giving nme the tine.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Let's break for [unch and be back at 1:30.
( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 10: 55 AM
( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMVENCED AT 1:29 PM
THE CHAI R Good afternoon.

So, first of all, legal counsel for water
boar d.
Procedural Matters by Nunavut Water Board Legal
Counsel
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
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Wat er Board.

So, Madam Chair, when we left off, we were
dealing with a couple of procedural matters to
cl ose off this conponent of the hearing, and
the first one was -- there was wordi ng that was
projected with respect to terns and conditions,
and it's ny understanding that there's been
di scussi ons over lunch, and there nmay be sone
revised wording. So we can wal k through that
wor di ng afterwards.

But there was also, as you'll recall, an
exhi bit that had been marked but not entered,
and | was going to go to all of the |egal
counsel to see whether or not after
consideration of the exhibit there were any
objections to the exhibit being entered.

Sol will turnto the |Iegal counsel now and
ask whether or not there are any objections to
that exhibit being entered into the evidence
for this public hearing.

So | egal counsel for the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on.

J. KATZ: Jonat han Katz, |egal
counsel, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

No obj ecti on.

T. MEADOWS: Thank you.
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Legal counsel for Nunavut Tunngavi k
| ncor por at ed.
A. YUAN: Art hur Yuan, | egal
counsel for Nunavut Tunngavi k.

No obj ecti ons.
T. MEADONS: Thank you.

Legal counsel for the Governnent of Canada.
S. TI ELESH: Thank you. Sinone
Ti el esh, | egal counsel for the Governnent of
Canada.

W will not object to the slides being
added if we can put on the record here today
our position, which differs fromthe position
set out in those slides. | would |ike to pass
the mc to ny colleague here, if that's okay.

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the
Nunavut Water Board.

And | can see that |I'm already being hail ed
by the | egal counsel for Agnico Eagle. So, you
know, again, the one point in the slide -- so
maybe if we can just project the slide and | ook
at the point that you're speaki ng about.

So it's the first one. Ali, | think it's
the first one in the two slides.

Thank you for projecting that. Teresa
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Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water
Boar d.

And so before we deal with the discussion
wi th Agnico Eagle, any questions or issues
arising fromthis, it is fair for the
Government of Canada to state what their
position is wth respect to this evidence
that's been provided.

There is sone dispute as to whet her or not
it's new information or ny understanding is
it's the conclusion on the slide. It's not the
information on the slide necessarily that is

quoted fromthe final environnental i npact

statenent that is at issue. It's sort of
conclusions that are -- or interpretations of
that information, and -- but the Board woul d

|i ke to hear what the position of the

Governnent of Canada is, and then Agnico Eagle

wi || be given an opportunity to reply to that.
So if you can proceed, please, Governnent

of Canada.

Environnent and C i mate Change Canada Questi ons

Agni co Eagle Mnes Limted

S. FORTE: Thank you. Thank you,

Madam Chair. Sarah Forte with Environnent and

C i mat e Change Canada.
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The information of estimted fl ow
reductions caused by updated w thdrawal rates
on Bullet 4 of Slide 1 had not been presented
previ ously.

We have not had a chance to assess these
nunmbers. Qur understanding from Agnico is that
they were cal culated by dividing in half the
predicted inpacts for a 17 mllion cubic netre
withdrawal rate. This assunes the systemis
linear, which is not the case in hydrol ogi cal
systens. A rating curve is typically used to
estimate changes in flow from changes i n water
| evel , and, as the nane suggests, they have
curves.

The nodel woul d have to be rerun to
correctly assess effects. ldeally, this would
be done incorporating nore data than was used
in 2014 and considering climte change,

I sostatic rebound, and uncertainty. Does
Agni co have a response to this?
S. JACKSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Scott Jackson on behalf of Agnico Eagle.

Yes. The estimate presented in Bullet 4 of

the first slide is based on the reduction of a
constant maxi mum punp rate by half relative to

what was presented in the 2014 FEIS. Wile
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you' re correct that the hydrol ogi cal systemis
variabl e, the punp rate was assuned to be
constant. Therefore, a reduction by half in a
constant punp rate, all else being equal, the
i npact on the streanflow regine is expected to
be half that assessed in the 2014 FEI S.

Based on the | ower requested w thdrawal
vol unes, the proposed mtigation of reducing or
ceasi ng punpi ng, as needed to nmintain the
Mel i adi ne Lake wat er bal ance, the streanfl ow
characterization work currently underway in
accordance with the Fisheries and Cceans
techni cal gui dance, Agnico feels that the
submtted evidence fully addresses the concern
rai sed by Fisheries and Cceans and Environnent
and Cimte Change Canada. Thank you.
Procedural Matters by Nunavut Water Board Legal
Counsel
T. NMEADONS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Moving on to the next outstanding
procedural issue. Before the |unch break,
there was wording that was presented with
respect to sonme suggested draft terns and
conditions and nodifications of existing terns
and conditions in the water licence, and it's

nmy understanding that there's additiona
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i nformati on and sone foll ow up necessary with
respect to wording that was al ready presented
and wording that is going to be presented.

So if I can turn to Governnent of Canada,
they had indicated they had sone conments on
the wording that was presented before | unch.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

S. Tl ELESH: Si none Ti el esh, |ega
counsel with the Governnment of Canada.

One second, pl ease.

S. FORTE: Sarah Forte with
Environnent and d i mate Change Canada.

So we have a comment regarding the proposed
TC wording with the part and itemas of yet --
unidentified. The -- while Environnent and
C i mate Change Canada supports defini ng what
saline groundwater is, we note that the current
proposed wordi ng has inconsistencies with the
current water |icence, and we woul d reconmmend
that they be reconcil ed.

The two differences we noted are -- the
definition uses salinity to define saline
groundwater, and in the licence -- current
i cence, total dissolved solids are used, and
we woul d recommend that a single one be used.

The other inconsistency noted is in the
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amount of 4,000 mlligrans per litre that sits
hal f way between the current naxi num aver age
sanpl e di scharge at Mel-14 and the current
maxi num grab sanple, and we woul d recommend
that one of those val ues be used instead of

creating a third one. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Agni co.
C. KOWBEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Christine Kowbel, |egal counsel.

As -- so we are just hearing about this

comment fromthe Governnent of Canada for the
first time, which, you know, is fine. It's a
busy time. So -- but this is an agreed wordi ng
bet ween Agnico and Kivalliqg Inuit Association.
So we'd just like to break for five m nutes.

If there's nore comments, maybe we'll hear them
from Envi ronnent Canada, but we do feel that
Agnico and Kivalliq Inuit Association need to
talk for five mnutes before we speak to the
room Thank you, Madam Chair.

So | guess ny question back to Environnent
Canada and Governnent of Canada is: Are there
any ot her comments on these terns and
condi tions that we should be aware of before
we -- assum ng Madam Chair give us that break

before we break to di scuss thenf
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J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet-Lecouffe with
DFO.

"munsure if | can -- can comment on the
comm tnent, yes, that we -- we don't oppose the
comm tment was related to -- in pit filling,

and we would like to be included, if possible,
in -- in that conmment or consulted.
T. NMEADONS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So you have heard the position of ECCC
shared with you and al so the request from
Fi sheries and Cceans Canada to be included in
the -- in the -- in consultations associ ated
with that conmtnment. So perhaps if we take a
five-m nute adjournnent or ten-mnute
adj our nment, you can consi der that and then
reply back.
THE CHAI R Ckay. This five-mnute
will turn to a ten-mnute. So keep it at a
ten-mnute, and it's so famliar fromny N RB
days. So a ten-m nute break.
( ADJ OURNMENT)
THE CHAI R Ckay. Shall we start
agai n, Teresa Meadows.

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
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Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So, Madam Chair, it's my understandi ng that
there have been discussions with the parties
and that Agnico Eagle has a response to the
comments of the Governnent of Canada, and they
al so have sone agreed wording with respect to
revisions -- suggested revisions to Part C of
the licence which deals with security that they
may be able to wal k us through as well, and
we'll also then poll the parties as to their
agreenent with the wording that's proposed.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Go ahead, Agni co.
C. KOWBEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair
Christine Kowbel, Agnico Eagle.

"1l first start by asking Colleen to speak
to the comments we received from Governnent of
Canada on the terns and condition and
comm tnents, and thank you very nuch for the
break. That hel ped us understand them better.
So she'll speak to that, and then I w il speak
to the security sections.

C. PRATHER: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Col l een Prather with Agnico Eagle.

| wll speak to this conmtnent first. So
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the intent of the conmtment, as is worded, was
to conduct studies to help us informclosure
such that Meliadine Lake levels will remain

wi thin natural elevation ranges and smal |

wat ercraft can still navigate through the

narr ows.

As noted yesterday, sone of those studies
have al ready started, and we w || be reporting
on those in the annual reports. During that
process, all parties, the Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation and Fisheries and Cceans Canada and
ot her parties, can review and comrent.

In addition, results of those studies wll
be used to informupdates to closure plans and
ultimately the final closure plan, and, again,
all parties have the opportunity to review and
provi de conments.

There was no ot her agreenent with the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association to have ongoi ng work
sessions as part of this conmtnent. So |
t hi nk through the normal review process
Fi sheries and Oceans wi Il have an opportunity
to review and comment.

Regardi ng the new term and conditi on,
Kivallig Inuit Association was going to speak

to that to clarify. Thank you.
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M  MCDOUGALL.: Matt McDougall for the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

So for the new term and condition wording,
we can agree with Environnent Canada to adj ust
the definition of saline groundwater to water
originating from underground m ne worki ngs
whi ch exceed a total dissolved solid
concentration. So instead of salinity, it wll
be total dissolved solid of 4,500 mlligrans
per litre consistent with what's in the licence

al ready for the maxi numgrab for Mel-14. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R Legal counsel.
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So there was a response to Fisheries and
Cceans Canada request with respect to the
conm t ment .

So does that explanation satisfy you, or is
there an additional anmendnent that you are
requesti ng?

J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet - Lecouffe,
Fi sheries and Cceans Canada.

No. This does address.

T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
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Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water

Boar d.

So do you wish to nove on to Part C and the

suggested wording? | did try to send it to
Ali. | don't knowif he's gotten it yet, but
there seens to be sonething stuck in nmy outbox.
So just give me a mnute, and |I'l|l see whet her
or not he's got it so we can project it.

Sorry, Madam Chair. Teresa Meadows, | egal
counsel for the Nunavut Water Board.

So ny apologies. | neant to also then go
to Environnent and d i mate Change Canada,
whet her or not the suggested revision to the
wording with respect to the definition of
saline groundwater is sonething that you find
to be acceptable or not. Thank you.
S. FORTE: Sarah Forte with
Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.

Yes. The proposed wordi ng addresses our
concerns. Thank you.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair

| just asked Ali if he received the
docunent that he is now projecting. So perhaps
Agni co Eagle, if you can sort of |ead us
t hrough what the revised wording is with the

recognition that what's proposed is to provide
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this as an exhibit -

- the next exhibit in

the -- in the public hearing so that we all
have this text to refer to subsequently. Thank

you, Madam Chair.

C. KOWBEL: Thank you, Madam Chair
Christine Kowbel, |egal counsel for Agnico
Eagl e.

So we -- we spoke a bit about the Part C of

the water |icence during these hearings.
That's the part of the water |icence that deals
with reclamation security. This work has been
goi ng on between Crown-I ndi genous and northern
rel ati ons Canada and the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on and Agni co Eagl e since probably
around January. So this -- this has been
wor di ng t hey have been working on together for
some tine.

As | think the Board is well aware, there
Is a section of the Nunavut Waters and Nunavut
Surface Rights Tribunal Act when a project |ike
the Meliadine mne is |ocated on both
[ nui t-owned | and, Crown | and, the -- the Act
allows the water board to take into
consi deration sonething called a security

managenent agreenent.

And basically what that nmeans is that's an
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agreenent between Agnico Eagle, Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation as the | andowner, and
Crown- | ndi genous northern rel ati ons Canada

to -- to -- about how they will share and
adm ni ster the security in the event that
anybody had to execute on the security and take
action under the licence other than Agnico
Eagl e.

And so the draft that is on the screen is
what | awyers call a clean copy. The -- the
version that we filed earlier in the process
was also joint, but it showed | ots of
cross-outs and inserts and got confusing, as we
heard yesterday, so nuch easier for the water
board and for the water board staff.

We have agreed on what we call a clean
copy, and so Kivalliqg Inuit Association,

Cl RNAC, Agni co woul d propose to replace the
existing Part C of the licence with this
| anguage and al so add a schedule that is
related to this Part C, which I'll show you.

So as referenced in Section 1, there's a
schedul e, and there's a word here, "tranches",
and that neans basically that there's a | arge
amount we're calling the gl obal security

anount, and that's been broken down into pieces
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or tranches, and there's a plan that as over
time Agnico wants to build nore, everybody's
agreed on increases to the security that Agnico
will give to the governnent and to Kivallig

I nuit Association over tinmne.

And there are what we like to call triggers
for that, so steps in the process where Agnico
will -- before they take action, they wll need
to post security before they do the things.

And so we'll ook at the Schedule Cin a
m nute. The next section of Part C tal ks about
the security nmanagenent agreenent, and, as |
said, that's an agreenent that the three
parties worked on, and that explains between us
how t hose securities will be admnistered to
make sure everybody gets notice, and it tal ks
about how we'll all work together.

Under Part 4, just under the existing
licence, once we provide the security to the
Mnister and to the Kivallig Inuit Association,
we need to give evidence that we've done that.
And when | say "we", | nean Agnico Eagle.

As we tal ked about yesterday, when Agnico
makes changes, they need to give notice of
to -- that. That's always been a term and

condition in Part C. That's not changing. And
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they wll adjust the security through the water
board process, if that's needed.

The next section has not changed either.
As we've tal ked about during this hearing,
there's currently an interimreclamation and
closure plan. This will also be -- the -- the
recl amati on cost will also be updated with the
final reclamation and cl osure plan.

The next section is about updates to
security. There's a process for that. This is
set out in the licence. |f anybody w shes to
seek an anendnent to the terns and conditions
of the licence itself, Part C, that would
requi re an anendnent.

Updati ng Schedule C, which is where the
nunbers are, the Board has a provision of the
| i cence which says that updating schedul es does
not necessarily require an anmendnent process,
and so schedul es coul d be updated by approval
of the Board.

And then the next two, again, are our
current standard ternms and conditions of the
| i cence, and then Schedul e C sets out those
tranches or mlestones, those triggers, where
Agni co Eagle will be increasing security over

time.
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And that -- as | said, we wll be posting
security in advance of starting each zone or
phases, and the first tranche, the 113, 228, 788,
that woul d be posted within 30 days of Agnico
Eagl e being granted this anendnent -- amended
i cence should the Board wsh to do so. |
just -- one nonent.

Not hi ng el se on that, Madam Chair, but as
this is a joint submssion with Cl RNAC and Kl A,
they may wish to comment on this as well.

T. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So if the Kivalliq Inuit Associ ation has
any further comrents.

L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chairman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on.

No objections for the changes. The clarity
Is better. Thanks.

T. MEADOWG: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water
Boar d.

If the Governnent of Canada can provide us

with their indication. I'massumng it's a

joint filing as well. So that's how their
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record is currently recorded.

So if I can have confirmation fromthe
Gover nnent of Canada.
J. HART: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jeff Hart with Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada.

Not hing to add there.
T. NEADOWG: So, Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated, the only reason that we didn't
check with you is that you are not a party to
the security managenent agreenent. It is only

Gover nnent of Canada, Agnico Eagle, and the

Kivalliqg Inuit Association. | have not -- | am

not gl ossing over you or forgetting you. |It's
because you're not party to the security
managenent agreenent. So these provisions
apply only to those parti es.

Ezra, did you want to comrent ?
E. GREENE: Yeah. Just to clarify
and make sure that the question that was asked
to NTI is -- is answered yesterday because |

don't think it was on the record because it --

I n our presentation, we nmade a comment on this.

And in this version, just so it's clear,
Item Nunber 7 was referring to the anended

recommendation by Kivallig Inuit Association,
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and Item Nunber 8 was the recommended paragraph
that AEM had put in. So this versionis in
line with what we had presented. | just wanted
to clarify that. Thank you.

T. MEADONG: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water
Boar d.

You know, it was only yesterday, and | had
conpletely forgotten that that was still a
deferred response. So ny apol ogi es, Ezra, for
not checking with you.

EXH BIT 16 - Electronic Copy, Cean

Copy Proposed Revi sed Wirdi ng for

Draft Part C and Schedule C of the

Wat er Licence
T. MEADOWS: So, Madam Chair, it is ny
under standi ng that those are the -- that's the
conclusion of the procedural matters, and we
are now back to questioning of Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, which we started with first
thing this norning.

THE CHAI R Thank you. And |
conpletely forgot where we are.

Fi sheries and Oceans -- Agnico Eagle, did
you ask your questions? None. Ckay.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.
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E. GREENE: Quj annam i k. Ezra G eene
from Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.
No questions from us.
THE CHAI R Any questions from
Kivalliqg Inuit Association?
L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chai rman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation.

No questions at this tine.

THE CHAI R: Envi ronnment and d i mate
Change.
R WYKES: Russel | Wkes,

Environnment and d i mate Change Canada.

We have no questions at this tine.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions fromthe public?

Seei ng none, any questions fromthe Board
staff?
Nunavut Water Board Staff Questions Fisheries
and Oceans Canada
K. KHARATYAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Karen Kharatyan, Nunavut Water Board. One
coment and one question, and | will start with
comrent .

Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada nenti oned about

Kivalliqg Inuit Association as -- as an agency
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or as a party also raised -- who raised the
i ssue of flooding of pit or rate of flooding of
pit. Yes. Fromny understandi ng, we never
recei ved any -- any question or concern from
Kivalliqg Inuit Association regarding this
I ssue. Just to clarify this.

The question is now, yes, regarding the
Fi sheries and Cceans Canada. Maybe -- maybe
aski ng whet her you have sone -- your data about
outflow rates of Meliadine Lake. |f you have,
we -- we would i ke to -- to hear about this.
It could be average annual rate. It could be
the highest outflow rate and snallest. W know
that there is seasonal variability. Thank you.
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet - Lecouffe,
Fi sheries and Cceans Canada. Thank you for
t hat question, Karen.

| -- since yesterday when | understood that
we m ght need data to -- to have a better
nodel , | contacted everyone | know to
potentially provide that information. So --
and | was going to reach out also to Water
Surveyor of Canada to see if they have
rati ng curves.

| understand that they m ght only have six

years of data on Diane River, but | -- we wll
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work to provide any information that we can to
the Board and Agnico Eagle to -- to help in
under standi ng the water |levels and the fl ow
in-- in the Meliadine system Thank you.

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So I know that this mght be too early to
commt to this, but is the process that wll
consi st of an annual review of the -- whenever
there is information provided by Agnico Eagle
in the annual report, and then all parties are
usually invited to comment on information
contained in the report. Are you envisioning
that at that tine that you will be providing
i nformation, or are you suggesting that that
i nformati on should be provided to the Board in
respect of this decision-nmaking process
specifically?

Because if it's this decision-naking

process specifically, the Board is intending to

cl ose the public hearing record as of today, at
whi ch point the Board doesn't consider any

addi tional information that's comng to them
So | just want to clarity on kind of what

you' re envi si oni ng.
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J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet-Lecouffe with
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada.

| don't intend to delay any process with
the Board. |If the Board is interested in
seeing that data, we can |ater share, but the

goal was just to help inprove the nodel that

Agnico Eagle will -- mght -- mght -- m ght
need and give us certainty over what -- what is
provi ded.

Nunavut Water Board Staff Questions Agnico
Eagle M nes Limted
K. KHARATYAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Yes. Karen Kharatyan from wat er board.

W will appreciate to see this data.
Al though the intention is not to delay the
process, yes, the -- the -- if the Pane

decides to close the public hearing record, it

wi || be cl osed.
In that case, maybe | will have a foll ow up
question to Agnico Eagle, whether you will be

able to pull out sone nunbers about Meli adine

Lake outflow rates just for our, yes,

i nformati on and provide these -- these nunbers.
J. QUESNEL: Jam e Quesnel, Agnico
Eagl e.

Do you need that information, |like, right
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now to make a decision, or can we provide that
after we close the record? Like, what are you
| ooki ng for?
K. KHARATYAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.

It depends how long it will take to get
this information. | guess you have sone
baseline information, Jame. | know -- | know
sonme of these nunmbers, but | would |ike, yes,
maybe to have these nunbers going into record.
Thank you.
S. JACKSON: Yeah. Thank you, Madam
Chair. Scott Jackson on behalf of Agnico
Eagl e.

So with reference to the 2014 FEI S,
Vol unme 7, Table 7.3-28, the annual estinmated
basel i ne outfl ow volune from Mel i adi ne Lake is
84, 700, 000 cubic netres. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Board staff.
K. KHARATYAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Karen Kharatyan, water board.

No nore questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Any questions fromthe Panel? Lootie.
Nunavut Water Board Panel Questions Fisheries

and Cceans Canada

L. TOQOVASI E: You -- | know you' ve been
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tal king about the pit. Wat do you want to
see? Wat -- if they don't get refilled, what
woul d you want to see? |If the pits -- that's
my first question.

J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet - Lecouffe,

Fi sheri es and Oceans Canada. Thank you for the
qguesti on.

We woul d want to see nonitoring on the |ake
for water levels and flow W would want to
see thresholds or a limt where they could not
punp nore and |l ower the -- the water |evels
nore so in dry years they would not be able to
punp and nmake it even dryer.

W want to have a threshold, and that imt
needs to foll ow the season because, as you
know, char will require flow at a certain tine
of year, and we want to have a protocol that is
adaptive in nature, neaning that when we
measure in the field we have actions associ ated
wi th those neasurenents.

Nunavut Water Board Panel Questions Agnico
Eagle M nes Limted
L. TOOMASI E: Thank you.

| also have a question to Agnico. The pit

that you want to fill up, would it becone a

| ake by -- or would you get -- the water from
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Meliadine, that if you were to fill up the pit,
would it cone from Meliadi ne waters? Thank
you.

J. QUESNEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Thank you for the question. Jam e Quesnel,
Agni co Eagl e.

For the flooding of the -- of the open
pits, we would punp water from Meliadi ne Lake.
That's one conponent of the -- the floodwater.

Al so, there's a natural volune of water
that naturally would report into that pit, into
that depression. | think it's about 20 mllion
cubes -- cubic netres of water that would
naturally report to the pits based on rain
events, snowrelt, things like that.

And at the time of closure, based on us
neeting the water quality objectives at that
time, we would reconnect to the regiona
wat ershed. So the whol e system woul d be
reconnected to the regional watershed.

So hopefully that answered your question.

Thank you.

L. TOOVASI E: If it was to be
connected -- and the fish probably will go into
that lake; right? The pit. It wll have to be
witten. But the fish that that -- those are
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our diet. Like, when you really think of it,
make sure there's no contamnation in the fish.

|"masking that. Like, would it conme from

natural snow and rain? | would like to get
confirmation on -- confirmation on that. Thank
you.

J. QUESNEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.

Yes. Qur -- our primary objective is -- is
to ensure there -- there is no harmto the fish
habitat. So we would ensure that we woul d neet
those water quality objectives, and that's why
we need the freshwater conponent into the --
into the open pit during the flooding stage of
cl osure plus natural rainwater and snownelt
that would report there.

However, we woul d ensure that woul d neet
the objectives based on the water quality
applicable | egislation and policies and acts
and everything el se we would have to neet based
on the tinme of that water |icence for closure.

So that's our primary objective, and that's
what we've been trying to say over the | ast
coupl e of days, that we would neet those
obj ectives. However, at closure, we need to

have certainty that we can neet the conceptua
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closure plan with the volune of water that we
are requesting. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.

Thank you, Fisheries and Cceans, for your
presentati on.

W' re going to nove on to opportunity for
each party to provide us with your brief
closing remarks. Before we do, let's take a
short break.

( ADJ OURNIVENT)
THE CHAI R Ckay. Shall we
reconvene.

And before we go on to closing remarks, our
Panel nenber, Lootie, has a foll owup question
in English.

L. TOOWVASI E: Ckay. Thank you.

| wll try to speak in English what | said
in Inuktitut earlier to explain better so you
better understand.

What | neant -- | asked -- especially the
Agni co Eagle, | asked you what will happen with
the pit once filled when you will fill it with
the water from Meli adine Lake, if it's becone
part of our Meliadine Lake itself, the fish
wll be -- swminto that pit, or whether the

pit will be individual |ake when it's filled up

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 278

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

with water? These are two parts | asked
earlier. Thank you.

J. QUESNEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagl e.

| appreciate the clarification. At the
time of closure once the open pits are flooded,
they will -- would flow into Meliadi ne Lake
through -- there's two watersheds. W call it
Wat ershed A and Watershed B. They flow in
different directions. However, they would flow
into Meliadi ne Lake.

So Meliadine Lake will not be flowng into
the pits. The flooded pits would be flow ng
into -- into Meliadine Lake. So all the pits
will be flooded, overflow through Watershed A
into Meliadine Lake, and the other pits that
are |located in Watershed B, once that area is
fl ooded, would overflow through Watershed B
into Meliadi ne Lake.

THE CHAI R And so it will be a new
man- made | ake?

J. QUESNEL: Yeah. Jam e Quesnel,
Agni co Eagl e.

Yeah. It would be a pit |ake, yeah, that
will be flooded flowing into Meliadine.

THE CHAI R Okay. Thank you for the
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clarification. Thank you.

kay. On to closing -- or brief closing
remarks. Can we start with the Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

Gl osing Remar ks by Nunavut Tunngavi k

| ncor por at ed

E. GREENE: Quj annam i k. Ezra G eene
wi t h Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

So Nunavut Tunngavi k wants to thank the
Panel , the panelists, the Nunavut Water Board
staff nmenbers, the translators who have been
wor ki ng so hard, and the technical staff who
have been supporting this hearing.

We al so thank Agnico Eagle M nes and all of
the intervenors for participating in this
public hearing and working towards providing
all the best information for the Nunavut Water
Board to make their deci sion.

We thank the nmenbers of the Kivalliq Inuit
El ders advisory commttee who were able to cone
and present, Dorothy Aglukark, and we thank the
community nmenbers from Kangi gl i ni g who attended
the neeting last night and -- and participated
in the community session.

We al so greatly thank the Kivalliq Inuit

Associ ation for their hard work and ongoi ng
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work in nmonitoring water quality and ensuring
that the freshwater systemand the fish will be
protected into the future and all their work
that they do in the environnental i npact
reviews and assessnents.

Thr oughout this hearing, we have heard how
I nportant mai ntaining high quality water is and
ensuring the health of the Meliadi ne Lake and
connect ed wat ersheds of the D ane River and
Mel i adi ne River.

Last night in the community session, we
heard very insightful comrents about how | nuit
Kangi gliniqg, Rankin Inlet, and the Kivallig
want to see the continuation of water |evels
and water quality that will ensure healthy fish
popul ations into the future and in turn healthy
[ nuit.

We have al so heard how inportant it is to
wor k together to find solutions for mnaking
t hese goals, these objectives, this long-term
health of -- of the water systens, the fish,
and I nuit happen, and NTI fully supports this
conti nued col | aboration for all parties -- from
all parties.

And, yeah, that's -- that's our closing

comments. Thank you so nuch.
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THE CHAI R Thank you.

Closing remarks fromthe Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on.

L. MANZO Thank you, Madam
Chairman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on.

"' mgoing to pass the m crophone to the
| egal counsel for one of the exhibits.

J. KATZ: Jonat han Katz, |egal
counsel, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Before Luis gets started on the closing, |
just would like to enter as an exhibit the
| etter dated Thursday, Septenber 12th to the
Nunavut Water Board confirm ng that Agnico
Eagle and KIA, or Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
have entered into an anended water conpensation
agr eenent .

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So thank you, Madam Chair. | wll receive
and mark this exhibit as the next exhibit in
the public hearing, and thank you very nuch to
the Kivalliq Inuit Association and Agnico Eagle
M nes Limted.

Is it ajoint filing? Ajoint filing. So
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the record will showthat it's a joint filing.
Thank you.

EXH BIT 17 - Hard Copy,

Correspondence of the Kivalliq Inuit

Associ ation Confirm ng the concl usion

of an Anmended Wat er Conpensation

Agr eenent (English)

THE CHAI R Thank you.

C osing remarks, KIA.

Cl osing Remarks by Kivalliqg Inuit Association
L. MANZO Thank you, Madam

Chai rman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit

Associ ation.

First I would Iike to thanks the comunity
of Rankin Inlet to host this -- these neetings
and all the community nenbers who partici pated
and input into this process.

| would also Iike to thank the Nunavut
Water Board for the organization of the neeting
and for inviting us to participate and takes
our comments into consideration.

We'd also like to thanks the intervenors
for their contribution and expertise and the
col l aboration -- the constant collaboration
with the proponent in -- in sonme of the

nmeani ngs al ong the way of this process and
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the -- and the support of NTI along this
process as wel | .

W'd also like to thank the transl ator and

the staff of Nunavut Water Board for -- for
their hard work in set up -- setting up these
nmeet i ngs.

We also listened to the Elders
comm ttees -- the Elder advisory commttees in
this. W heard yesterday and we heard it
today, Ms. Aglukark, and the hard work they're
actually doing in participating and listen to
t he proponent and sonetines to -- to the KIA
and -- which -- it was expressed the inportance
of the fish and fish habitat. And thank you
for sharing that w sdom

So Kivalliq Inuit Association would like to
i nsist the inportance of working together with
all the parties to protect fish and fish
habitat in the Kivalliq region. The KIA wil|
continue to work with DFOQ Environnent Canada,
Agni co Eagle, NTlI, and the rest of the
participants. W wll continue nonitoring the
wat er shed, as we've been doing in the last ten
years, to ensure -- to protect the future
generations and their environnent today.

And with that, | conclude ny remarks.
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Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

C osing remarks from Crown- | ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs.

Gl osing Remarks by Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs Canada
J. HART: Ma' t na, Madam Chair.

On behal f of Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada -- Jeff Hart for
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada. Thank you.

| would like to thank the Nunavut Water
Board for the opportunity to participate in the
heari ng process for this anendnent application.

| would also like to thank the parties to
this hearing for the engagi ng di scussion, the
interpreters for their efforts during the
public hearing process, and the conmunity of
Rankin Inlet for their warmhospitality this
week.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada had rai sed concerns regarding
t he adaptive nmanagenent plan, discharge into
Mel | adi ne Lake, storage of saline water in
Lake B7, water quality predictions, groundwater

flow and water use, all of which are
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consi dered resol ved.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada confirnms it has reached an
agreenent with the Kivalliqg Inuit Association
and Agni co Eagle on a global security anount,
the split on the security, and paynent of
security in phase tranches.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada will continue to work with the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association and Agnico Eagle to
finalize a security managenent agreenent.
Ma' t na.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Environnent and di mate Change Canada.

Cl osing Remarks by Environnent and Cinmate
Change Canada

R WYKES: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Russel | Wkes, Environnment and dimate Change
Canada.

On behal f of Environnment and Cimate Change
Canada, we would like to thank the Nunavut
Wat er Board, panel nenbers, Elders, comunity
nmenbers, Agnico Eagle, and fellow intervenors.

Thank you to the excellent translation team
and the nmultinmedia work done by PI DO

Pr oducti ons.
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W woul d also Iike to thank Rankin Inl et
for inviting us into their community to
participate in these proceedi ngs.

Firstly, we would like to correct a
statenent made during questioning yesterday.
Karen asked us what data was m ssing, and our
response was that it was described in
Environnent and Cimate Change Canada's
Techni cal Comment Nunber 29. This was
incorrect. The information in question was
descri bed in Technical Coment Nunber 30. Just
a small clarification for the record.

Envi ronnment and i mate Change Canada has
three outstandi ng i ssues. For Technica
Comment Nunber 17, we recommend that the Board
require Agnico to establish Meliadi ne Lake east
basi n-specific nornmals to help interpret
potential effects with the aquatic effects
nmonitoring program This could be done in the
next aquatic effects nonitoring annual report
or in the design plan.

For ECCC Nunber 19, Environnent and Cimate
Change Canada recommends the Board require
Agni co to update the interimclosure and
reclamation plan so that it is consistent. |If

the plan involves eventually breaching all dans
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and di kes, the water quality objectives for al
wat er bodi es shoul d be protective of aquatic
life.

Additionally for this topic, we reconmend
Agni co revi ew subsection 2, 3 of the netal and
di anond m ning effluent regulations to consi der
the inplications of recognized cl osed m ne
st at us.

Environnent and d i nmate Change Nunber 29.
ECCC s | ast outstandi ng comrent, Nunber 29,
relates to the insufficient data to eval uate
effects of the proposed water w thdrawal rates
for pit filling at closure.

We do not oppose the plan to fill the pits
with water from Meli adi ne Lake, nerely the
speed at which those pits will be filled. W
support Departnent of Fisheries and Cceans
Canada request for action on further validation
of the punping rate described in
Section 4.2.4.5 of the interimclosure and
recl amati on pl an.

Until sufficient data is available to nmake
an informed decision on withdrawal rates at
cl osure, Environnent and Cimte Change Canada
recommends that the Board not include closure

withdrawal rates in an anended |icence.
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Thank you again for everyone who
participated in these proceedi ngs, and we | ook
forward to future col |l aborations.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Cl osing remarks from Fi sheries and Cceans
Canada.

Cl osing remarks by Fisheries and Cceans Canada
J. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jose Audet -Lecouffe, Fisheries and Oceans
Canada.

NTI, KIA, Environnent Canada, and DFO al
agree that pit flooding activities at closure
coul d have great inpact on water |evels and
consequently on char mgration.

In their interimclosure and reclamation
pl an and wat er managenent plan, Agnico Eagle
committed to evaluate the punping rate further
to validate that any possible negative effects
to Meliadine Lake do not occur, and we need
this evaluation before we can accept to nore
than double the pit filling rates. W need
certainty.

So DFO is looking forward to Agnico Eagle
following up on the conmtnents that they nade
in their current managenent plans. W're

| ooking forward to col laborating with
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interested parties to update the plans to

include a path forward to gat her necessary
i nformati on and devel op an acceptable pit

fl oodi ng protocol.

DFO has one concern remaining. Only one.
Al'l others were addressed because we have
wor ked with Agnico Eagle to resolve them W
have no doubt we can do the sane now.

DFO woul d i ke to thank the water board,
Agni co Eagle M nes, nenbers of community,

El ders, and all participating parties for their
col | aborative work on this project, and, of
course, thank you to the interpreters for their
great work and the community of Rankin Inlet
for hosting this event. Thank you. M'tna.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Cl osing remarks, Agnico Eagle M nes.

Cl osing Remarks by Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted
J. QUESNEL: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jam e Quesnel, Agnico Eagle.

It's been a quick and busy two days.
Before I begin, thank you to the interpreters
and the Elders for your dedication in this
process. W understand these processes could
not proceed w thout your help and w sdom

al so wanted to thank the community of Rankin
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Inlet, the Board, Nunavut \Water Board staff,
and all the planning that is associated with
this public hearing. W appreciate al
participants' efforts to the process, and |
have just a few quick points to enphasize in
our cl osing statenent.

As you just heard us speak to the topic of
pit flooding at closure in our reply and
guestions for Fisheries and OCceans Canada and
Envi ronnent Canada on ECCC 29, | won't spend
much tinme on that. However, we enphasi ze that
the total volunes for pit closure that we are
asking for in this anended |icence are about
one-third of what was considered during a
Nunavut | nmpact Revi ew Board assessnent.

G ven the mtigations of nonitoring
prograns that we will have in place to ensure
flows are protected and our conmtnents given
in this process, we ask the Board to update the
pit closure flooding volunmes in our |icence as
per our anendnent application.

We heard the question to Fisheries and
Cceans fromthe Board regarding a plan to
mai ntain the water bal ance of Ml iadine Lake to
protect fish habitat. W have already started

to collect the data required to neet the intent
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of Fisheries and Oceans Canada's response that
will be updated in the annual report, but this
shoul d not delay the Board including the
updati ng of the flooding volunes that we
request ed.

You have heard from our expert. You heard
about our existing mtigation, our new
commtment with the Kivalliq Inuit Association,
that downstreamflows will be protected and
safe. This wll be achieved with the existing
nmonitoring on | ake levels and flows that w |
i nform and validate our punping requirenents at
cl osure.

In addition, Agnico Eagle clearly
under stands the inportance of | owflow
condi ti ons based on -- based on our existing
nodel ling. Wth our existing comritnents in
noni toring and nodelling, we will not affect
the m nimum requirenent of flows to downstream
| akes.

Based on this, it is inportant for Agnico
Eagle to be able to rely on the regul atory
systemthat requires the proponent to provide a
conceptual closure plan and also to execute on
the plan once that phase of mning is

initiated.
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Next, just related to the topic of
Envi ronment Canada -- Environnment and Cinmate
Change Canada TRC19, the closure criteria for
surface water quality, on this topic, Agnico
Eagl e believes the Board should follow our
reconmended approach based on the | egislation,
our experience, and the technical evidence
filed wth the Board.

The netal and di anond m ning effl uent
regul ati on does not require Schedule 2 water
bodies to neet water quality criteria that is
protective of aquatic |life within a Schedule 2
wat er body. During operations, B7 wll
function as a mne facility, which we
di scussed, which is a fundanental part of the
m ne design that was assessed by the Nunavut

| npact Revi ew Boar d.

As Environnment Canada's own regul ation, the

metal and di anond m ning effluent regul ation,
states, the already established discharge
criteria to water bodies that will apply to B7

after it is added to Schedul e 2.

Before B7 is connected to any water bodies,

we wll not have any saline water in B7. This
was referred by the water board staff during a

few questions yesterday. W wll have the
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benefit of many years of rigorous nonitoring
est abl i shed under the regul ati ons and the water
licence before the decision is nade to renove
the structures and reconnect. W won't do that
until it is clear and -- until it is clear and
safe to do so.

Based on all this, we ask the Board not to
specify prelimnary water quality criteria for

closure in the anended |icence. W al so ask

the Board to foll ow Agnico Eagl e's recomendati ons

on Environnment Cimate Change -- Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada's TRC17 for the
reasons stated in our presentation.

Wth respect to the security nanagenent
agreenent, we are confortable proceeding on the
informati on that has been provided to the
Board. It will continue to work with
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada and Kivalliqg Inuit Association to
finalize in the com ng weeks. W have provi ded
the Board with agreed wording on Part C and
Schedule C of the Type 'A" water |icence.

In addition and very inportantly, we are --
we are al so pleased to have cone to agreed
wording with Kivalliqg Inuit Association on

terns and conditions over the course of this
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heari ng, and we have presented those to the
Board for their consideration. These relate to
the i ssue of managenent of saline groundwater.

One inportant point | want the Board to
cone away with is that while there are a few
itenms that we differ fromw th Environnent and
Cimat e Change Canada and Fi sheries COceans
Canada for the reasons | just stated, overall
there's a very high degree of consensus on this
file.

We are grateful for the advice of al
participants in this process, and we | ook
forward in the continuing discussions to work
together, to collaborate, to nmake sure the
Mel i adi ne m ne continues to be successful as it
Is today and operates very efficiently and
effectively and closes in a way that is
protective of the | ands and waters.

In addition, | want to cl ose by enphasi zi ng
that this anendnent is very, very inportant to
Agni co Eagl e and the ongoi ng operations. W
respect the care that the Board has taken with
this application, and we | ook forward to your
deci sion. Thank you.

C osing Remarks by The Chair
THE CHAI R Thank you.
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As we bring this public hearing to a cl ose,
on behal f of the Board and ny fell ow panel
nmenbers, | would like to thank all the parties
who contributed to making this public hearing
and conmunity session a success, especially the
applicant, Agnico Eagle and your
representatives, the intervenors, the Nunavut
Tunngavi k I ncorporated, Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation, the Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs, Environnent and Cinmate
Change Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and
the Nunavut wldlife -- Nunavut Water Board
staff and | egal counsel. Sorry.

And to our interpreters, Ben Kogvik, Mary
Rose Angoshadl uk; our court reporter, Andres
Vidal; our audio facilitator, Ryan Denpster;
and all the community nmenbers and El ders for
your val ued participation in this hearing.
Thank you also to the caterers and the Hanl et
of Rankin Inlet for their outstanding
hospitality and patience with the Board.

As we are at the end of this -- of this
hearing, | would |like to nmake sone comments to
| et parties know what happens next for the
anmendnent application.

The Board will now close the public
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hearing, the public record. Wat this neans is
that all evidence with regard to this anmendnent
application is now before the Board, and no
further information will be considered by the
Panel before we nmake our decision about the
application.

Now that the record is closed, the Board
will remit the file to the Panel to decide
whet her or not to approve the anendnents and
grant an anmended Type 'A |icence as requested
by Agni co Eagl e.

Wthin 30 to 45 days after the public
hearing record cl oses, the Nunavut WAter Board
will issue its record of proceedi ngs and
decision to the Mnister of Northern Affairs.

If the Board's decision is to grant the anended
licence, a draft of the amended Type 'A water
licence will be attached to the Board's
decision for the Mnister's approval .

That concl udes the public hearing conponent
of the water board's consideration of Agnico
Eagl e's application to anend their water
licence. At this point, this hearing is
closed, and I wish to thank everybody that cane
and wi sh you all safe travels.

Before we close, I'mgoing to ask Lootie to
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gi ve the closing prayer.
Cl osing Prayer
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Saf e travel s.

PROCEEDI NGS5 ADJ OURNED
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PT:

I, A Vidal, certify that the foregoing
pages are a conplete and accurate transcript of
t he proceedi ngs taken down by ne in shorthand
and transcribed fromny shorthand notes to the
best of ny skill and ability.

Dated at the City of St. Al bert, Province
of Alberta, this 23rd day of Septenber 2024.

Yadreafi
(agey.
A. Vidal, CSR(A), RWR
O ficial Court Reporter
Commi ssi oner for Qaths Appointee No. 0749558
ASRA Menbership No. 443
NCRA Menbershi p No. 998452
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