
MELIADINE DIVISION 

August 30th  2018 

 

Karen Kharatyan 
Director of technical services 
Nunavut Water Board 
P.O. Box 119 
Gjoa Haven, NU   
X0B 1J0 
 

Agnico Eagle Mines Meliadine Division request to keep the snow cell until the P-area 

decommissioning 

 

Dear Mr. Kharatyan 

 

This letter is a request from Agnico Eagle Mines (AEM) Meliadine Division for approval from the Nunavut 

Water Board (NWB) to keep the snow cell as a temporary structure until the decommissioning of the P-

area is completed. 

Following the 30 000L diesel fuel spill occurring on April 8th, 2017, AEM built a containment snow cell to 

contain and manage the contaminated snow from the event.  The structure was built as an emergency 

measure to lower the impact on the environment by providing a better management of the 

contaminated snow. 

The snow cell is engineered structure (please refer to the attached drawing) designed to contain a 

volume of 1500 m3 of snow and to contain 930 m3 of water.  The liner is HDPE 1.5 mm with two layers of 

geotextile (over and under).  A minimum of 0.5 meter of water should be maintained below the 

minimum liner elevation. 

The snow cell is contained within the footprint of the P1 pond (part of the P-area). The P-area, including 

the snow cell, will be decommissioned once steady state is achieved at the operational level and all of 

the permanent License A infrastructures are built. The snow cell would be dismantled at the same time 

as the P-area. 

The snow cell provides flexibility for AEM, in case of an unforeseen event, to contain and manage 

contaminated snow should future spills occur at the site. The melted snow in the snow cell is then 

treated by an oil separator and the clean water can be discharged to the P-area or CP1.  

 

 

 

 



MELIADINE DIVISION 

 

 

Snow cell location (snow melt pond) 

 

Should you require any further information or questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the below via 

email or by telephone. 

Regards, 

Agnico Eagle Mines Limited – Meliadine Division 

 

     

Martin Thériault      Jessica Huza    
martin.theriault@agnicoeagle.com    jessica.huza@agnicoeagle.com 

819-759-3555 x 4608171      819-759-3555 x 4608170 
Environmental Compliance Counselor    General Supervisor Environment 
 






