
Follow Up Report: #21-443 
October 4th, 2021 – MEL-SR1 and MEL-SR7 
 Surface Water Runoff 

The following information refers to a potential incident reported by Agnico Eagle Mines Ltd. on October 5th, 2021, 
and is being provided in accordance with:  
 

• the Nunavut Water Board License 2AM-MEL1631 Water License, Part H, item 8c 

• the Government of Nunavut’s, Environmental Protection Act subsection 5.1(a) 

 

Description of Incident: 

After a heavy rainfall event that occurred on October 4th, 2021, surface runoff water was observed at sampling 

station MEL-SR7 (an internal sampling location that does not flow off-site) located on the north side of the sea-can 

lay down at Itivia. The surface runoff from Mel-SR7 passes through the Itivia site and sediment is manage by two 

check dams before flowing into MEL-SR1 and offsite. Samples were collected for laboratory analysis at both areas to 

assess the Total Suspended Solids (TSS) concentration. Upon visual inspection of the area and after completing 

sampling, Agnico Eagle decided not to wait for external results and reported the event immediately as due diligence 

for a possible TSS exceedance.     

Laboratory results were received on October 21st and a concentration of 250 mg/L TSS was measured at MEL-SR7 

and 40 mg/L at MEL-SR1. 

The sampling location referred to as MEL-SR7 (62° 47’ 60" N, 92° 5' 34", (Figure 1) showed elevated TSS results.  This 

runoff is filtered through check dams and sediment control logs reducing TSS concentrations to 40 mg/L at the 

receiving MEL-SR1 sampling point; consequently, no impact on water bodies were made. The initial spill report was 

sent as a precaution to ensure all stakeholders were notified of the situation. 



 
Figure 1: Sample location MEL-SR1 and MEL-SR7 at Itivia 

 

Potential exceedance probable root cause  

Sampling station MEL-SR7 is located downstream to an exit of a culvert from the Hamlet of Rankin Inlet 

which allows the runoff coming from the north side of the road to flow to the southeast in a ditch 

towards MEL-SR1 

The Hydrogeology specialist who carried out the sampling on October 4th, 2021, made the following 

observations:  

• The water flowing at MEL-SR7 appeared turbid 

• Vegetation appeared to be in the flow of water coming downstream 

• The flow at the MEL-SR7 sampling station was heavy due to a recent on-going rainfall event 

All surface run off in the area is closely monitored during routine inspections and following heavy rainfall 

events to ensure to minimize TSS reaching Melvin Bay. MEL-SR7 and MEL-SR1 were sampled again on 

October 5th, 2021.  Results showed TSS concentrations of 4 mg/L for MEL-SR7 and 16 mg/L for MEL-SR1, 

respectively. Certificate of analysis for the October 4th and October 5th sampling events are attached in 

Appendix A. 

 

 



Corrective Measures 

 

This event was reported as due diligence and no exceedances in receiving environments were noted 

upon reception of external sampling results.  Agnico Eagle remains committed to ensuring any concerns 

are reported without delay through regulatory channels and to protect any receiving water body from 

being impacted. 

 

 

 

    

Brett Fairbairn  Environment Coordinator  

brett.fairbairn@agnicoeagle.com  Direct 819.759.3555 x4603996   

Agnico Eagle Mines Limited - Meliadine Mine, Suite 879 - Rankin Inlet, Nunavut, 

Canada X0C 0G0 

agnicoeagle.com          
Sent from Meliadine 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://agnicoeagle.com/
https://facebook.com/agnicoeagle
http://www.twitter.com/agnicoeagle
http://www.linkedin.com/company/312686
http://www.youtube.com/agnicoeaglevideos


Appendix A – Certificates of Analysis 

  



October 4, 2021 – Analytical Results 
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October 5, 2021 – Analytical Results 
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