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August 5th, 2025 
 
Kyle Amsel 
Resource Management Officer 
Kivalliq Region, Field Operations Unit 
Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada 
Rankin Inlet, NU 
X0C 0G0 

Sent via email: kyle.amsel@rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca  

Re: Follow-up Report Spill #2025-277 – Release of 2 m3 of saline water at the 

Meliadine Gold Project 

On July 6th, 2025, the Nunavut Spill Line was notified by Agnico Eagle personnel via email 
(spills@gov.nt.ca) of a spill of approximately 2 m3 of saline water coming from SP1 at the 
Meliadine Gold Project site (spill location coordinates: 63 01'39"N, 92 12'16"W). This follow-up 
report provides supplemental information based on the results of the incident assessment and is 
being provided in accordance with: 

• Nunavut Water Board 2AM-MEL1631 Water Licence (the Licence), Part H, Item 8c. 

Description of Incident 

On July 6th, 2025, at approximately 5:00PM, upon the Saline Effluent Treatment Plant (SETP) start 
up, it was discovered that saline water was leaking from a flange on the SP1 line, releasing 
approximately 2 m3 of saline water into CP5. 

The spill occurred within the site’s contact water management system, and as such, no water 
bodies were impacted by the spill. The closest water body, Lake H3, is approximately 550 meters 
northeast, as seen in Figure 1. 

Response and Remediation 

Once the issue was identified, the TIRI02 sump pump was shut down by the SETP operator. A 

Water Management employee then tightened the flange at the leak. The TIRI02 sump pump was 

then restarted and checked for leaks, there were none. 
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Figure 1: Location of the spill and proximity to waterbodies. 

 

Water samples were collected from CP5 (MEL-22 regulatory station) on July 7th (Table 1). Results 

confirmed that impacts on water quality in CP5 were minor. Consequently, any effect on CP1 was 

assessed to be negligible and well within Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) compliance limits for 

discharge, as outlined under Part F, Item 4 of the Licence. TDS levels in CP5 remained well within 

the range typical for contact water. This discharge to CP5 was unintentional and did not result in 

an exceedance. 

Table 1: Internal Total Dissolved Solids results from analysis of July 7 grab sample. 

Station 
Total Dissolved Solids 

(mg/L) 

MEL-22 (CP5) 2050 
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Root Cause and Corrective Measures 

An assessment was conducted soon after the incident to determine the root cause and 
contributing factors. The assessment concluded the following: 

• The pipeline from TIRI02 to SP1 had a loose flange, resulting in the spill during the 

seasonal SETP start up. The flange was properly tightened upon discovery of the leak. 

The following corrective and preventative actions have been implemented to address the root 
cause and to reduce the likelihood of recurrence: 

• An inspection procedure of the water pipeline network, focusing on flanges and potential 

leaks following maintenance work, will be drafted before December 2025. 

• It will be added in the pipeline inspection procedure to have 2 employees walking the line 

at the same time from opposite ends to rapidly catch any leaks upon water management 

plant start up. 

• A new item will be added to the Internal Environmental Permit (IEP) template requiring 

piping systems to be inspected following completion of projects or maintenance work, as 

applicable to IEP reviews. 

Should you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact 
the undersigned. 
 
 

 

 

 

    
Alexandre Langlais-Bourassa, M.Sc. Biol.  Supervisor, Environment  

alexandre.langlais-bourassa@agnicoeagle.com  Direct 819.759.3555 x4603996   
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited - Meliadine Mine, Suite 879 - Rankin Inlet, Nunavut, 
Canada X0C 0G0 

agnicoeagle.com            
Sent from Meliadine. Balancing Gold and Green. 
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Appendix A – Photos 
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  Photo 1: Spill location. 
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Appendix B – Certificate of Analysis 
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