
 

 
July 9, 2013  
 
Mr. Brian Aglukark  
Nunavut Planning Commission  
P.O. Box 2101  
Cambridge Bay, NU, X0B 0C0  
 
Re: DFO File NU-07 NIRB File 08MN053 Baffinland Iron Mines Early Revenue Phase 
 
Dear Mr. Aglukark: 
 
On June 12 2013, Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation (Baffinland) provided correspondence to the 
Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) that provided the following: 

1. A description of the Project Proposal for the Early Revenue Phase (ERP) to satisfy NPC 
requests as outlined in their letter of April 13, 2013; 

2. Authorizations related to the Approved Mary River Project (Nunavut Impact Review 
Board Project Certificate No. 005); 

3. Positive conformity determinations of the Mary River Project to the North Baffin Regional 
Land Use Plan (NBRLUP); and, 

4. Request for NPC conformity determination of the proposed Early Revenue Phase. 
 

Subsequently, on June 20th 2013, Baffinland provided a hard and electronic copy of the Addendum 
to the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) to the NPC.  This document assesses the 
social, economic and environmental aspects of additional activities not already assessed and 
approved under NIRB Project Certificate No. 005. As such, the Addendum to the FEIS includes a 
detailed description of the proposed construction and operational activity associated with the Early 
Revenue Phase and provides concordance to Appendix J and Appendix K of the NBRLUP.  
 
On July 5th 2013, the NPC provided Baffinland with the questionnaire “Nunavut Planning 
Commission Application to Determine Conformity with the North Baffin Regional Land Use Plan” to 
further assist the NPC with conformity of the ERP to the NBRLUP. Baffinland’s completed 
questionnaire is included as Attachment 1 under this cover. Additionally, by way of this covering 
letter, Baffinland would like to provide the additional information below as context to the attached 
questionnaire. 
 
The scope of the ERP is consistent with two previous conformity determinations for the Mary River 
Project, which Baffinland suggest are relevant in NPCs consideration: 
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• NIRB File No. 07EN012 – On January 22, 2007, NPC provided Baffinland with a positive 
conformity determination on for its 2007/08 bulk sampling program. This successfully 
completed program involved the following: 
 

- expansion of exploration phase camp facilities at the Mine Site 
- the establishment of camp facilities at Milne Port 
- upgrade of the Milne Inlet Tote Road to all-season capability 
- haulage of ore by truck to Milne Port 
- ore stockpiling and ship loading facilities, and ocean shipment of ore to 

markets through Milne Inlet and Eclipse Sound 
 

• NIRB File No. 08MN053 – On April 30, 2008, NPC confirmed a positive conformity 
decision on the Baffinland’s Development Proposal for the Mary River Project. 

 
Baffinland believes that the ERP is in conformity with the NBRLUP and that such works and 
activities can be treated as not changing the project proposal(s) that have already been 
reviewed for conformity under Section 11.5.10, for the following reasons: 

 
• The ERP works and activities are a modification of the works and activities outlined 

in Baffinland’s previous project activities that received positive conformity 
determinations from the NPC; and, 

 
• The ERP uses the existing Milne Inlet Tote Road, which is recognized as a public 

access easement under Article 21, Part 4 (Section 21.4.1) of the Nunavut Land 
Claim Agreement and includes shipping of ore from Milne Port during the open water 
season only, and along the currently established shipping route through Milne Inlet 
and Eclipse Sound. 

 
With respect to Question # 21 specifically, Baffinland provides the following information. The 
shipping corridor for the Early Revenue Phase is the same route that will be utilized for the 
approved Mary River Project.  The shipping route is shown on Figure 1-1.1 in the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), and Figure 1-1.1 in the Addendum to the FEIS 
(provided in this correspondence as Attachment 2).  As such, the ERP is not considering the 
development of a new transportation corridor. As noted in the NBRLUP, the Government of 
Canada’s policy is to encourage commercial shipping in the waters of the Arctic subject to 
environmental and safety standards enforced by Transport Canada.  Further, the NIRB process 
will ensure a comprehensive review by all interested parties regarding shipping activities 
introduced by the ERP within this approved shipping corridor. 
 
Finally, with respect to existing water crossings along the Tote Road, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada File No. HCAA-CA7-00084 provides the authorization for existing water crossings 
pursuant to subsection 35(2) of the Fisheries Act.  The authorization includes conditions for 
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upgrades to existing crossings as planned by Baffinland under the approved Project in 2013 and 
2014. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned with any questions you might have regarding 
this correspondence. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Oliver Curran, 
Director Sustainable Development 
 
Cc: Christopher Tickner (NPC)  
      Erik Madsen (Baffinland) 
      Ryan Barry (NIRB) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1 

Nunavut Planning Commission Application to  

Determine Conformity with the 

 North Baffin Regional Land Use Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 2 

Shipping Route Figure 1-1.1 
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Attachment 3 

Letters of Credit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 












