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May 16, 2014 

 

Georgina Williston 

Habitat Management Biologist 

Eastern Arctic Region 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

PO Box 1000 

Prescott, ON KOE 1T0  

 

By email georgina.Williston@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

 

Stephen Williamson Bathory 

Director of Major Projects 

Igluvut Building, 2nd floor 

P.O Box 1340 

Iqaluit, NU 

X0A 0H0 

 

By email swbathory@qia.ca 

 

Amanda Hanson 

Director, Technical Services 

Nunavut Impact Review Board 

P.O Box 1360 (29 Mitik) 

Cambridge Bay, NU, X0B 0C0 

 

By email ahanson@nirb.ca 
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Dear Ms. Williston, Mr. Bathory, Ms. Hanson 

 

Re: DFO NU-07-0050 NIRB File08MN053 Baffinland Iron Mine Early Revenue 

Phase  (ERP) Curran CD May 14 

 

The Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) issued a conditional positive conformity 

determination on August 13, 2013 for the above noted project proposal. Those 

conditions were: (1) the joint review process for the proposed transportation corridor 

provided in section 3.5.12 of the North Baffin Regional Land Use Plan (NBRLUP) is 

completed, (2) the NPC makes a recommendation to the Ministers on whether to amend 

the plan, and (3) the Ministers determine whether to amend the plan.  The three 

conditions in the NPC’s August 13, 2013 conditional conformity determination letter 

have now been satisfied as explained below. 

 

The NPC and the Nunavut Impact Review Board conducted public reviews under 

section 3.5.12 of the NBRLUP.  The NPC received and reviewed various documents, 

comments, and submissions, and posted these online in its public record of the review, 

which included but was not limited to the following: 

• Mary River Project Final Environmental Impact Statement (February 2012); 

• Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada application (June 2013); 

• Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Statement (June 2013); 

• NPC / NIRB  Public Review Records regarding the BIMC ERP Proposal; 

• NIRB’s Final Report – BIMC ERP proposal (March 2014); 

• Responses to the informational requests related to the Mary River project; and 

• Submissions related to the NPC’s public review of the ERP. 

 

After its public review process was complete, the NPC drafted Amendment No. 2 to the 

NBRLUP and sent a letter to the federal and territorial Ministers on April 14, 2014, 

stating that the BIMC Mary River Project ERP proposal and application to amend the 

NBRLUP had satisfied the requirements in section 3.5.12 of the NBRLUP, and 

recommending the amendment.  Both Ministers wrote to the NPC on April 28, 2014 

approving of Amendment No. 2 to the NBRLUP to show a new Milne Inlet Tote Road 

and Marine Transportation Corridor from the Mary River Project location to Milne Inlet 

and North from Milne Inlet and then East through Eclipse Sound to Baffin Bay to the 

eastern extent of the land-fast ice zone.  Amendment No. 2 came into effect when it was 

approved by the Ministers. 

 

The NPC has completed its review of the above noted project proposal. It conforms to 

the amended NBRLUP, subject to the applicant’s ongoing compliance with the 

conformity requirements listed in the attached undertaking.  The authorizing agencies to 
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which this letter is addressed are responsible under the Nunavut Land Claims 

Agreement to implement any of the attached requirements by incorporating the 

requirements directly, or otherwise ensuring that they are met, in the terms and 

conditions of any authorizations issued. 

 

My office would be pleased to discuss with these agencies how best to implement these 

requirements and to review any draft authorizations that the agencies wish to provide 

for that purpose. 

 

This conformity determination applies only to the above noted applications as 

submitted.  The proponent must ensure other applications for a permit under this project 

proposal not listed above are forwarded to NPC for a conformity determination against 

the NBRLUP, and must notify the NPC immediately if any material change to the project 

proposal is made. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

 
Brian Aglukark, 

Director, Implementation 

Nunavut Planning Commission 

 

CC. Oliver Curran, BIMC (by email) 

 Amanda Hansen, NIRB (by email)   

Phyllis Beaulieu, NWB (by email) 

 BIMC Dist. List 

 

Encl. 














