TBaffinland

Karén Kharatyan March 8, 2022
Director of Technical Services
Nunavut Water Board

Re: Application for Amendment to Water Licence No. 2AM-MRY1325 associated with the “Phase 2
Development” Project Proposal submitted by Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation

Dear Karén,

Please find enclosed a copy of Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation’s (Baffinland) updated responses to
technical comments received in relation to the Application to Amend Type A Water License 2AM-
MRY1325, August 2018, updated September 2021 (the Application) for Phase 2 of the Mary River
Project, as well as a request from Baffinland to set a date for the second Technical Meeting and Pre-
Hearing Conference.

1. Updated Technical Comment Resolution Status

An updated summary table of the resolution status of technical comments is enclosed as Attachment 2.
This updated table represents Baffinland’s continued work with parties to advance resolution on
outstanding issues. We are pleased to report progress and/or resolution on the following items
identified as outstanding at the end of the November technical meeting:

5

Ongoing

Partially Resolved

Path Forward Identified 47
Resolved 128
Resolved with Commitment 38
Unresolved 21
Total 240

At this time, 219 of the total 240 technical comments identified as of November 2021 have been fully or
partially resolved with a path to resolution. This is significant progress. We are continuing to work
collaboratively with all parties to fully resolve outstanding issues, which will be reported to the NWB as
they are achieved, and we thank the parties for their on-going efforts. For the information of the Board,
Baffinland has also included an updated Deliverable Schedule as Attachment 1. Baffinland holds that it is
now appropriate to consider scheduling a Pre-Hearing Conference.
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2. Request for NWB to Schedule a Second Technical Meeting and Pre-Hearing Conference in May
2022

In January 2022, the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) announced that they were closing the Phase
2 record and that their recommendation to the Minister of Northern Affairs on the Phase 2
Development Proposal will be released on or before May 13, 2022. In light of the modified timeline for
the NIRB’s Recommendation Report, Baffinland suggests it is reasonable for the NWB to schedule a Pre-
Hearing Conference within 45 days of the release of the Report. Baffinland also suggests an additional
day be added in the event a second Technical Meeting is required.

Regardless of the nature of the NIRB’s recommendation, it is Baffinland’s view that the outstanding
NWB meetings should proceed as scheduled. Maintaining these timelines in the coordinated NIRB NWB
process is consistent with the Nunavut Waters and Surface Rights Tribunal Act:

37 (1) In order to avoid unnecessary duplication and to ensure that projects are dealt with in a
timely manner, the Board shall cooperate and coordinate its consideration of applications with
the Nunavut Impact Review Board or any federal environmental assessment panel or joint panel
established under subsection 115(1) of paragraph 160(1)(a) or (b) of the Nunavut Planning and
Project Assessment Act in relation to the screening of projects by that Board and the review of
projects by that Board or panel.

For the clarity of the NWB and all parties, we have enclosed in Attachment 1 a proposed schedule for
the remainder of the regulatory steps required for the NWB’s consideration of the Phase 2 Amendment
application.

For any questions or clarifications please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned for further

information.

Best Regards,

-+

Lou Kamermans
Senior Director — Sustainable Development
Baffinland Iron Mines

Attachment 1 — Phase 2 Proposal Water Licensing — Proposed Schedule
Attachment 2 — Technical Comment Disposition Table — Status as of March 8, 2022
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CcC:

Karen Costello, Cory Barker, Tara Arko (NIRB)

Karén Kharatyan, Assol Kubeisinova (NWB)

Jared Ottenhof, Chris Spencer (Qikigtani Inuit Association)
Bridget Campbell, Lauren Perrin (CIRNAC)

Alasdair Beattie, Daniel Coombs (DFO)

Abigayle Blackmore, Melissa Pinto (ECCC)

Megan Lord-Hoyle, Steve Borcsok (BIM)
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ATTACHMENT 1
Phase 2 Proposal Water Licensing — Proposed Schedule
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