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Baffinland Type A Water Licence Renewal
Public Hearing Presentation by Environment and
Climate Change Canada
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Preservation and enhancement of
the quality of the natural
environment, including water, air and
soil quality;

Coordination of the relevant policies
and programs of the Government of
Canada;

Renewable resources, including
migratory birds and other non-
domestic flora and fauna;

Meteorology; and
Enforcement of regulations
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The Proponent indicated that lessons
learned about the KM105 dam are
incorporated into new plans to treat
surface runoff at the Mine Site. The
Proponent plans to build a weir
downstream of the new polishing pond
to act as a final discharge point for the
Metal and Diamond Effluent Mine
Regulations.
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ECCC recommends the Proponent:

* Implement proposed measures to

reduce sediment load in surface runoff , 45— snC> 5N Aa<TSom >

managed on site as promptly as
possible

Return seepage from KM105
management pond through final
discharge point (MS-11) before 2025
spring freshet so effluent data can be
recorded in ECCC Mine Effluent
Reporting System.
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Tote Road Monitoring Program

ECCC supports the Proponent’s
proposal to add the Tote Road
Monitoring Program as an appendix
to the Surface Water Aquatic
Ecosystem Management Plan with
revised Total Suspended Solids
concentrations for triggering actions,
as discussed in the upcoming
comment ECCC-03.
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Snow Management Plan

The Proponent proposes to modify the
Surface Water Aquatic Ecosystem
Management Plan to include all elements of
the Snow Management Plan relevant to
water management. The details of proposed
changes have not been presented, so
ECCC has not evaluated if these changes
include all relevant measures for protecting
the aquatic environment.

ECCC recommends that the Proponent
update the Surface Water Aquatic
Ecosystem Management Plan to incorporate
elements of the Snow Management Plan.
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The Proponent’s justification for a total /\f:r:f':"qu';":/\’."cqbq‘:q%ctl’qCEP%*—C’PC .
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3. Ongoing sediment management issues
along the Tote Road present a strong
rationale for more thorough monitoring than
in other Nunavut Water Board water
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ECCC recommends that when the Tote Road
Monitoring Program is appended to the
Surface Water Aquatic Ecosystem
Management Plan, the definition of a project-
related change in total suspended solid
concentrations be modified to mirror the
Canadian Council of Ministers of the
Environment guideline:

“Maximum increase of 25 mg/L from
background levels at any time when
background levels are between 25 and 250
mg/L. Should not increase more than 10% of
background levels when background is >250
mg/L.”
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Proposed updates to the research
program in the Interim Closure and
Reclamation plan do not address the
lack of data on sub-permafrost
hydrogeology. Understanding if a talik
will form below the pit lake and
possible groundwater-surface water
interaction is important due to
potentially poor pit water quality at
depth.
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ECCC recommends the Proponent: dNeno T <L P <P R*<-<lo 1 ba CT
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» Assesses the impacts of pit
flooding on regional hydrogeology
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