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( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 7: 15 PM EDT)
Openi ng Remar ks by The Chair

THE CHAI R Good evening. Wl cone
everyone to the community session for the
Nunavut Water Board's public hearing in
relation to the renewal application submtted
by Baffinland Iron M nes Corporation, that |
will refer to as "Baffinland" or "Applicant",
wi th the Nunavut Water Board for Water Licence
2AM MRY1325. My nane is Lootie Toonasie, and
I"mthe Chair of Nunavut \Water Board.

Wiile | chaired this norning's session, |’
going to ask Stephanie Autut, the NWB Executive
Director, to chair tonight's session.

St ephani e.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Tonight's session is part of the Nunavut
Water Board's public hearing to consider the
renewal of Baffinland s existing water |icence
for atermof 15 years. |In the renewal
application, Baffinland has requested the
renewal of the existing licence to authorize
the continued use of water and deposit of
wast es associated with the Mary Ri ver Project
| ocated on Baffin Island in the Q kiqgtan

regi on.

m
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This public hearing marks the fina
opportunity for the Applicant, the Intervenors,
and nenbers of the community to present their
comments, concerns, and questions about the
application to the Nunavut Water Board before
t he Board nmakes its decision about the renewal
application. The Nunavut Water Board
appreciates you all for turning out to
participate in this inportant neeting.

Before we proceed with tonight's session,
woul d |i ke to ask Saki asi e Qaunaq to open the
neeting with a prayer.

( OPENI NG PRAYER)
S. AUTUT: Quj annam i k, Saki asi e
Qaunag.

For those of you who were not here this
nor ni ng when we started the public hearing, |
have a few brief housekeepi ng and i ntroductory
remar ks, and then as outlined in the agenda, |
Wi ll turn the m crophone over to the foll ow ng
parties: Firstly, as outlined in Item 3 of
tonight's agenda, the staff of the Nunavut
Water Board wll provide a summary of the Water
Board's process in general and in relation to
this renewal application specifically. After

the presentation by the Board staff, comunity
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nmenbers wil|l have an opportunity to ask
questions fromthe Board staff about our
pr ocess.

Then as set out under Item5 of the agenda,
the Applicant, Baffinland, will provide a
presentation explaining their renewal
application, and you will have an opportunity
to ask them questions and provi de your
coment s.

W will then nove to Itens 7 and 8 on the
agenda when the Intervenors for this
application, the Qkiqtani Inuit Association
("QA"), Crown-Indigenous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs ("CIRNA"), Environnent and
Climate Change Canada ("ECCC'), and Fisheries
and Cceans Canada ("DFO'), will outline their
mandates and roles in respect of this water
licence and wll present summari es about their
comment subm ssions provided to the Board to
date. Their presentations will be foll owed by
an opportunity for you to ask them questi ons
and provide the Board with your conments.

Now onto a few housekeeping itens.
Firstly, there will be interpretation avail able
t hroughout the hearing, and earpi eces are

available fromthe table | ocated at the
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entrance. Channel 1 is Inuktitut. Channel 2
is English. |I'mm staken and correct ed.
Channel 1 is English. Channel 2 is Inuktitut.
My apol ogi es.

Secondly, the Board asks everyone,

i ncluding the Applicant, Intervenors, and
menbers of the public to sign in on the sheets
provided at the table as you entered the
building. This is an inportant record of the
hearing, and we appreciate your help in making
sure it is conplete.

Washroons are | ocated out the back door.
There will be coffee, tea, and snacks | ocated
at the tables along the back wall. During
br eaks, please help yourself to the food and
refreshnments provided.

There are agendas for the community session
and the public hearing avail able at the table
as you cane in. Please pick one up and follow
al ong.

As the Chairman stated in his opening
remarks this norning, the Board directed that
this public hearing be held in person, but due
tolimtations with the accommodati ons
available in Pond Inlet, the Board has provi ded

renote access for those who were unable to
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travel to Pond Inlet today. Wile the Board
will do everything we can to maintain a stable
link to renote parties, as our priority is
ensuring that we conplete our agenda during the
I n-person proceedings, if the renote access
links fail, the Board nay proceed with the
I n-person proceedi ngs while we troubl eshoot to
restore access for renote participants.

| would now like to introduce all of the
Board and staff before we proceed to the
presentations. The Board panel appointed by
the Board as the decision-nmakers for this file
are present at the public hearing with the
Board Chair, Lootie Toommsi e, and Board
menbers, Uriash Pukignak and Earl e Baddal oo.

| would also Iike to introduce several
staff nenbers and our | egal counsel, who have
contributed to the N\B's adm nistration and the
technical review of the application. Wen |
say your name, please wave so that everyone
knows who you are.

Kar én Khar atyan, Director of Technical
Servi ces; Ben Kogvik, D rector of Board
Adm ni stration and Conmuni cations; Abid Jan,
Techni cal Advi sor; Robert Hunter, Licencing

Adm ni strator; Teresa Meadows from Meadows Law,
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the Board's | egal counsel; and joining us
renotely as an observer is Teresa's associate
Zachary Bliss from Meadows Law, and nysel f,

St ephani e Autut, the Executive Director.

We have two interpreters helping us this
evening. In addition to Ben Kogvik, Director
of Board Adm nistration and Communi cations, we
al so have Rhoda Katsak and Titus Arnakal | ak.

For audi o support, we have Chris Coonber
fromPIDOw th us. |[If you experience any
difficulties with your headsets, he will be
able to provi de assi stance.

And to ensure an accurate record of these
proceedings is kept, we have with us a court
reporter, Julie Deanne King, fromDicta Court
Reporting Inc., and to assist Julie, | ask that
all parties please state your nane prior to
speaki ng.

As we said earlier, tonight's session wll
I nvol ve a presentation by the Nunavut \Water
Board's technical staff, a presentation by the
Applicant, Baffinland, and presentations by the
I ntervenors. Follow ng each presentation, |
will invite anyone who wi shes to ask questions
or provide the panel with their comments to

step up to the m crophone and speak on the
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record. | encourage everyone with questions to
pl ease step up and ask, but to nake sure our
public hearing record is accurate and to assi st
our court reporter and interpreters, before
speaki ng, please wait until you have a
m crophone to speak, then state your nanme and
speak directly, clearly, and slowy into the
m crophone. Pl ease be m ndful of the
Interpreters as you go and avoid the use of
abbreviations if you can. Please don't speak
over any other participants and be respectful
of the Board, our processes, and ot her
participants.

We appreciate your participation and
assi stance in making sure we are all heard and
understood in this hearing.

| will now turn the m crophone the Board's
technical staff to wal k you through how this
appl i cation has progressed to this point, Karén
and Abi d.
Presentati on by Nunavut Water Board
K. KHARATYAN: Thank you, Stephanie.

As St ephani e nentioned, the Board w ||
start tonight's session with a presentation by
t he Nunavut Water Board, which wll be foll owed

by a presentation by the Applicant, Baffinland
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Iron M nes Corporation or "Baffinland".
Following that, we will have a presentation by
the follow ng Intervenors in the follow ng
order: Qkiqgtani Inuit Association or "Q A",
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
or "CIRNA", Environnent -- Environment and
Cimat e Change Canada or "ECCC', and Fisheries
and Oceans Canada or "DFO'.

Li ke Stephanie nentioned, after each
presentation, we invite anyone who w shes to
ask questions or provide the panel with their
conmrents or questions to step up to the
m cr ophone and speak on the -- on the record.

If you are an Elder, you can speak at any
ti me throughout these proceeding. W just ask
that you rai se your hand to be recogni zed by
t he Chairperson and wait to speak until one of
our staff menbers can get the m crophone for
you so that we can ensure your coments are
I ncl uded on the record.

For everyone here tonight, | encourage you
all to ask questions or share your thoughts and
comments with the Board. You can direct your
guestions to the staff of the Nunavut Water
Board, the Applicant, or the Intervenors.

So |l will now turn the m crophone over to
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the Board's Technical Advisor in charge of the
file, Abid Jan, to wal k you through the
application and to explain how this progressed
to this point.

Abi d, please start with the presentation.
A. JAN Thank you, Karén.

Good evening, everyone. M nane is Abid
Jan. |I'mone of the technical advisors wth
t he Nunavut Water Board. |'ll be providing a
bri ef overview of our |icencing process
particularly in the context of the application
that we are here for, the renewal application
for Type A Water Licence 2AM MRY1325 by
Baffinland Iron M nes Corporation.
K. KHARATYAN: M. Chair, we wll take
maybe a couple mnutes, yes, to -- to fix
the -- the right file with the crease because
It seem-- it seens he has an old version of
file wwth the Inuktitut translation a little
bit nmessed up.
( ADJ OURNVENT)
A. JAN Ckay. Sorry for the
delay. So the version was correct, but when
we -- when we use it fromthe Power Point,
sonetines it doesn't support the Inuktitut

| anguage, so it kind of nessed it up. Now
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we're using the PDF, so it should be good.

kay. So the topics I'"'mgoing to cover: A
little bit of background, then different types
of authorizations, the NWB's |icencing process,
scope of the application, application
procedural history, next steps in the
application, and then we'll have questions --
time for questions and conments.

So alittle bit of -- alittle bit of
background. The Nunavut Water Board is an
institution of public governnment established
under Article 13 of the Nunavut Agreenent. The
Nunavut Water Board has responsibilities and
powers of regulation, use, and managenent of
freshwater in the Nunavut Settlenent Area.

The objective of the Nunavut Water Board is
to provide for the conservation and utilization
of waters in Nunavut, except in national park,
in a manner that wll provide the optinum
benefit for those waters for Nunavut's
residents in particular and Canadi ans in
gener al .

So there are different types of
aut hori zations that the Nunavut \Water Board
I ssued based on its mandate and the Nunavut

Wat ers Regul ations. The Nunavut Water Board or
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Nunavut Water Board or "NWB" may issue one of
the follow ng authorizations for the use of
wat er and deposit of waste for undertakings in
Nunavut .

So any project requiring water use |ess
than 50 netre cube per day wll be issued an
aut hori zation without a licence. And then
there is a Type B water licence for
undert aki ngs that proposes a use of water
bet ween 50 netre cube and 299 netre cube per
day. And then Type A water licence, this
licence is issued for authorizations requiring
wat er use of nore than 300 netre cube per day.

So here's a flow of different steps for the
Type A licencing process and specifically for
this application.

So NVB receives application and confirmns
classification of undertaking and type of
licence as Type A licence. NWB conducts
concordance review. Applicant provides
additional information, if required. NWB then
I ssues notice of application and requests
techni cal review and subm ssion of comments for
a mni mum of 30 days.

During that period, parties submt witten

representations. |If required, Applicant
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provi des additional information or
clarification. The Nunavut Water Board hol ds
techni cal neeting and pre-hearing conference
and then issues the pre-hearing conference
decision report. If directed in the
pre-hearing conference decision, Applicant
provi des additional information.

NVB i ssues notice of public hearing. A
m ni nrum of 60 days' notice is provided for
that. During that tinme, parties can exchange
witten interventions and al so parties prepare
for the public hearing. And then the Nunavut
Wat er Board hol ds the public hearing, and
that's where we are at for this project.

After the public hearing, there are two
possi bl e outcones: The Nunavut Water Board
i ssues decision to approve of application and

provides a draft licence to the Mnister of

Northern Affairs. The Mnister either approves

t he 1 ssuance of the |icence, or the Mnister

does not approve the issuance of the |icence.

In the second case, the Nunavut \Water Board

I ssues decision to not approve the application
with reasons to the Mnister of Northern
Affairs. The Mnister either approves the NV\B

deci sion, or the Mnister does not approve the
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NVB deci si on.

Here's a brief scope of the renewal
application. The proposed termof |icence for
renewal application is 15 years. The scope of
renewal application remains the sane as that of
the current water licence. No changes are
bei ng proposed in terns of scope, |ocation,
wat er -use vol unes, or deposit of waste. The
existing licence allows for the use of water
for donmestic and industrial purposes at the
MIne Port site, mne site, Steensby Port site,
and the railway canps.

There are different phases to the project,
and water use during construction phase is
about 689,000 netre cube per year. Water use
duri ng operations phase, 353,000 netre cube per
year. And water use authorized separately for
dust suppression, up to 1,500 netre cube per
day to a maxi mum of about 547,000 netre cube
per year.

The scope al so includes Tote Road, which is
an all-weather road, to connect mne site to
the MIne Port site. Water nanagenent
i nfrastructure, including watercourse
crossings, flood-control infrastructure, and

ot her neasures, including diversions,
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alteration of flow or storage of -- storage by
means of di kes or dans, and rel ated nmai nt enance
activities are al so covered under the scope.
Treatnment facilities for sewage, wastewater and
oily stormnater, contam nated soil -- snow and
soil. Waste sorting, managenent, and di sposal
facilities, including landfills and incinerator
systens. Managenent of waste rock stockpile,
ore stockpile, and related runoff nmanagenent.
St orage and managenent of fuel and ot her
hazardous material. Ongoi ng deconm ssi oni ng of
exi sting and historic canp infrastructure. And
other activities in support of engineering and
scientific studies for the Project and ongoi ng
mai nt enance to existing project infrastructure.

Speaking to the application procedural
hi story, on June 26, 2024, the NWB received the
renewal application and supporting
docunentati on from Baffi nl and.

On June 27, 2024, after initial review, the
NVB commenced the conpl et eness check where
parties were invited to review the application
for conpl eteness and to provide information
requests.

On July 26, 2024, subm ssions and

i nformati on requests were received fromQ A,
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DFO, and ECCC.

August 15th, Baffinland responded to
I ntervenors' information requests on
conpl et eness check.

August 20, 2024, Q A requested for an
extension to respond to Baffinland s response,
and the deadline was extended to Septenber 3,
and second round of subm ssion from Q A was
recei ved on Septenber 3, 2024.

Septenber 9, Baffinland provided response
to the second round of subm ssions fromQ A

Septenber 23, 2024, NWB gave notice of
application and invited parties to conduct a
full technical review and provide their
comments and recomrendati ons by Cctober 23.
Subm ssions were received from Q A, ClRNAC,
ECCC, and DFO by Cctober 23, 2024.

Novenber 12, 2024, Baffinland responded to
I ntervenors' comments.

Novenber 22, 2024, the NWB received
confirmation of participation in the neetings
and presentation docunments from Q A, ClRNAC,
ECCC, DFO, and Baffi nl and.

Novenber 26, 2024, NWB provided the fina
agenda for the technical neeting and

pre-hearing conference and the community
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sessi on.

On Decenber 3rd and 4th, 2024, the Nunavut
Wat er Board hosted the technical neeting and
pre-hearing conference in Pond Inlet. A
comunity session was al so organi zed on the
eveni ng of Decenber 3rd, 2024.

Decenber 19th, NWB issued the pre-hearing
conference decision for the file, and this
deci sion also included a |list of commtnents,
identifying different issues to be addressed at
the public hearing, and tentative tine |lines as
the application proceeded to the public
heari ng.

On Decenber 27, 2024, NWB published notice
of public hearing to be held in Pond Inlet in
t he week of March 10, 2025. |Intervenors filed
their final witten subm ssions on February
11t h, 2025.

Baf fi nl and provided their response to final
written subm ssions on February 21st, 2025.

On March 6th, NWB provided the final agenda
for the public hearing and comunity session.

And March 11 and 12, NWB conducts the
public hearing and community session.

Next steps in the application process: So

the public hearing is chaired by the Board
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panel and led by the Board's Chair. The NV\B
panel is here to consider the evidence provided
during the hearing before issuing a decision in
about 30 to 45 days. The NMWB will informthe
public of the Board' s decision once rendered.

I ntervenors participate at different steps
of the entire process. Baffinland, QA
Cl RNAC, ECCC and DFO have all contributed to
the review process for this application. The
parties just nentioned have -- have
participated in formal and informal discussions
ainmed at resolving issues related to the
application. Al docunents received have been
posted on the NWB's Public Registry.

About public participation in the N\B
licencing process. Public can participate in
the licencing process for the application right
fromthe -- fromthe start. Public can provide
the Board and the Applicant with val uabl e
technical information in the formof questions
and raising their concerns on relevant issues.
They can al so participate in formal and
I nformal discussions ained at resol ving
rel evant issues. Everyone is encouraged to
participate in the public hearing and the

community session. Interested persons can al so
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contact the NWB staff directly to provide
witten coments or to review the docunents
filed for the application. Al docunents
recei ved so far have been posted on the NWB' s
Public Registry.

Here's the contact information for the NWAB
staff.

Thank you. W'l

S. AUTUT: You' re done?
A JAN: Yes.
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Abi d.

So we now open it up to the public. Does
anyone have questions regarding the Board's
processing of the application that they would
like to direct to the technical staff before we
nove on to the other presentations?

kay. |'mnot seeing hands, so we'll nove
on.

We're now going to ask the Applicant to
nmake a brief presentation about the renewal
application that we're discussing at this
heari ng.

So, Baffinland, please proceed with your
presentati on.

T. NEADOWS: M. Chair -- thank you,
M. Chair and Ms. Chair. | just wanted to note
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that I wll be marking this as the next exhibit
in the public hearing, being the community
presentation that Baffinland is about to give,
and the parties have already been sworn in and
affirmed, so those are nmy procedural matters,
M. Chair.
Thank you.
EXHBIT 4 - Baffinland Iron M nes
Cor poration, Hard Copy, Power Poi nt
Presentati on 2AM MRY1325 Type A Water
Li cence Renewal NWB Public Hearing -
Community Meeting, March 11, 2025
(English and I nuktitut)
MEGAN LORD- HOYLE, PAUL QUASSA, JOE TI GULLARAQ
MORGAN SCHAUERTE, Previously Sworn
LOU KAMERMANS, ELI SABETH LUTHER, Previ ously
Affirmed
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Teresa.
Baf fi nl and.
Presentation by Baffinland Iron M nes
Cor porati on
P. QUASSA: Good evening. M nane is
Paul Quassa. | will be doing the presentation
this evening, and thank you for the Nunavut
Wat er Board hearing. |'mpresenting this

hearing to the comunity. And thank you for
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the Intervenors to be able to attend and al so
the community of Pond Inlet being welcone.
Thank you for welcomng us into the community.

So this is our presentation, our vision.
From our vision, we understand that there's
good iron at Mary R ver, and we want to be
responsi ble to have responsible mning, and it
wi Il be beneficial to Nunavut and also to
Canada and, of course, to Baffinland. And it
Is inmportant that things that are inportant to
us and our val ues and our m ssion and vision as
we believe in the Government of Nunavut, that
we need to be involved in being part of the
environnment and to be in line with the
envi ronnent .

And with the continuing progress that
Baffinland is making, the -- the mning has to
get better, and we are working with people,
especially engaging wth people and devel opi ng
our people, and for all of the things that we
are hearing, we try to nmake sure that we nove
ahead with those things that -- and we' ve been
wor king here for a long tine, so we have nade
sone changes and gone forward with our vision.

Continuing, we wll be continuing to be

working with Inuit, and we want to hear what
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the Inuit have to say about what changes or
i npl enent ations they want to bring.

The main gist of our presentation is put in
here about the overview of the Mary River
Project and also the Mary River water |icence
renewal overview. W wll be presenting on
that, as well, and also the -- the technica
side of the work that is being applied for.
These are the things that | will be discussing
t hi s eveni ng.

If you will have seen this map quite a
nunber of tines, and this is an agreed area
t hat have been approved. Perhaps it's 160 --
160 kilonetres fromPond Inlet. It's in three
parts. First it's at the MIne River Port --
MlIne River -- MIne Inlet Port -- sorry --
also at the mne at Mary River and al so an
approved area at Steensby -- the road and the
dock, that is, at Steensby.

W were at Mary River using trucks and al so
taking ore from-- transporting it fromM I ne
Inlet, and we would collect it at the docksi de,
and we would carry the ore by ships fromJuly
every year. For the Steensby Inlet, we're just
starting the construction or planning the

construction for Steensby. |In operating and
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carrying the ore through Steensby and the --
the rail -- well, the train that we woul d be
using and the railroad that we woul d be using
to Steensby, and we believe that it will be
beneficial to us and to the Inuit and also to
Baf fi nl and.

Since 2025, this year, we have had to nmake
sonme things to think about and to plan and
consi der, considering the cost of ore, the

price of iron.

W -- we have agreed, and we have reduced
the -- the tonnage to 4.2 tonnes to a
reduced -- to that reduced level. Even so we
have that limt, we would still plan our

operations to conmence at Steensby.

One of the things that we have gone forward
with, as we -- starting from-- maybe just to
make a little story here, |ooking at the
pictures here, this is the current state that
we are in now wth the operations. W're using
the Tote Road with trucks, but now we are
planning to use a train systemto go to
Steensby. W are still stockpiling iron ore
for shipping, and iron ore is shipped through a
ship fromMIne Inlet.

When we're | ooking at this, how we have
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gone fromhere to there, starting from 1962 and
in the 1960s, there was a discovery at Mary
River as a pure iron ore, so if we look at it
every year, there's a period here. It was at
1993 -- not 1999. It was |ocated under the
agreenent that it would be part of the |and
claims, and it was |nuit-owned |and, that --
that particul ar spot.

And after that, from 2013, the I npact
Benefits Agreenent was signed with Q kigtan
Inuit Association, and the first -- at that
time was the first water |icence application
subm tted and approved.

And, for exanple, in 2015, there was a 4.2
nmetric tonnes was first shipped ore to --
through MIne Inlet. Also in 2018, there was
an increase to 6 mllion tonnes. And also in
2020, there was a continue of production
I ncrease proposal for 6 mllion tonnes.

So up to today, these are what we have gone
t hrough to nove forward. Now we're going to be
carrying 4.2 metric tonnes will be the anount
of ore that is being transported through M I ne
Inlet in 2025.

So the discussion now here is about the

application for the water |icence, and there
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has been good presentation by the Water Board.
It's a Type A water |icence application, and
this is the application that we have submtted
when we -- | nentioned earlier that we had the
first approval for water licence in 2015.

There was a bit of change on that. Wile it
was put for ten years' use, so in June 2024, we
subm tted renewal application to renewthis
licence that we currently have.

| hope that |'m understandabl e when |
speak.

So in 2015, we re-renewed our |icence, and
there was a small change to that |icence.

It -- it was approved for ten years. So
there's a small change.

In the application now, we're applying for
15 years, and the reason for this change in the
application: So for the changes in the water
relations, it would go to February 27, 2025,
and so the -- that application was submtted --
| nmean was received then.

This presentation is about the -- how the
framewor k wor ks and how the water |icence wl|
be used. It would be for our trucks; however,
the trucks are managed or operated, and al so

the water issues for staff, for the buildings,
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for the cooks, any other uses water is used,
and al so for dust and also to reduce dust and
al so to reduce dust in the area for our roads.

Also with Steensby, renewing the |icence
woul d al so be nade to apply for a Steensby.

For exanple, it is nost utilized at MIne --
MIne Inlet for the Tote Road, going from Mary
River to MIne Inlet, and al so the proposed
railway. If we were to start using it, we
woul d be using water there as well. So the
application has not changed since 2015.

If you see this map, and it shows where we
obtain our water, if you can see the nmap here,
and you can see it on the wall here, as well,
in the maps behind the walls there, and it
shows before Steensby was started, that these

areas, we would need to utilize water from

these areas for -- for our operations.
If you see this map here as well -- can you
see it, the map? -- before starting

construction at Steensby, there are various
things that we need to | ook at before we even
make it a site. How would it |ook, all the
engi neering and the blueprints and all that.
We woul d need to have a good | ook before we

start it and while we are doing it. And we
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know t hat sone changes may have to be done, or
changes woul d have to be request, and |I'msure
that we will be -- you know, if there's
adapti ve changes to be nmade, well, we'll hear
about them

If you look at this picture, there's quite
a bit of people here. These are the nonitoring
peopl e, the environment team They | ook at
water, and the water that they look at is quite
a large area. Sone | akes have fish, especially
for that reason, and for those that are being
used by Inuit and those that have traditionally
Inuit use, and there's quite a bit of
nmonitoring staff there, environnental
technicians, and there's a lot of Inuit here
who are working in this site because we need
Inuit to be working here.

When we | ook at this, there are seven
staff -- seven Inuit that are enpl oyed by
Baf fi nl and, and there's four nore Inuit that
are hired by Qkiqtani Inuit Association to be
part of the -- the environnental staff, so
there's many nonitoring groups and people
because it's a | arge endeavour and we need to
have good water and there's a river or a | ake

or creek or a snall creek, there's various

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 209

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

types of water sources there that, you know,
fish mght be using, and it needs to be clean.

So these are the types of considerations
that we all have to | ook at, and perhaps there
woul d be sone people show ng how things should
| ook or what concerns might cone up on these
areas, or maybe Inuit could come up with their
concerns or if we go to conmmunity visits and,
you know, they make comments.

And for the aquatic effects nonitoring
program we wll always be nonitoring because
nmonitoring is inportant for any type of i npact
to the water, and we need to be quite
understanding of -- of howit is; and if we're
going to be mning, there nmay be inpacts, and
we need to find if there are inpacts, and
peopl e do tal k about them potential inpacts
and possi bl e inpacts and how our operations
need to be well-planned and wel |l -coordinated to
ensure that we have a good operating system

For exanpl e, when you see this picture,
there's various technical stuff that is being
happeni ng here sonetines where there is deep
wat er or shallow water in the | akes and creeks
and rivers, various types of water.

And this water, freshwater, is good, and
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iIt's very inportant to the community, and it's
menti oned when we go to conmunities, and we all
have to understand all of these considerations
and concerns fromthe conmunities. That's why
we cone here and speak I nuktitut, so we can
clearly understand each other, what we're
tal ki ng about. And sonetines when we go to
comunities, and we -- we try to go and speak
I nuktitut all the tinme when we go to the
comuni ties, even though the technical staff
may be speaking English, but they're technica
staff.

And for the communities to understand
well -- for us to understand them wel |,
sonetimes -- there are seven conmmunities,
especially the five that we are considering
now, and there are community staff that are
wor ki ng on I nuit Know edge, and they are
hel pi ng us, and we need to understand, as well,
what our traditional Inuit Know edge.

And al so for the traditional Inuit
| anguage, there have been funding given to
sources like Inuit -- Qkigtani Inuit
Association to obtain nore information, and
it's called Inuit stewardship program and it's

for Inuit, from 2020, through Qkigtani Inuit
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Association. W help themto nmake sure that
particular part is operating well.

But up to today, we heard a little bit that
there are inplenentations being put in place
for the Inuit stewardship program and t hat
we're | ooking forward into the future. W cal

it Inuit stewardship plan.

Sorry. | don't know how to say this in
I nuktitut. 1'mgoing to be talking about it.
When | nmention "lnuit stewardship", | speak

it in English because it's part of trying to
get people involved.

Continui ng, for technical subm ssions, one
of the things are tough, | guess, they're
dealing with things, various things that we are
wor ki ng toget her, that we are understandi ng
each other well, and we know t hat when we have
these working relationships with various
st akehol ders and Intervenors, there are sone
things that we really need to commit to, and we
hear from conmunities about these kind of
comm tments and what's being done and carried
forward

For -- since February 27, 2025, all the new
comm tnents that we have submtted, we gave

themto these final subm ssions. W did give

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 212

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

themin Decenber 2024, and we are worKking
together various -- with various Intervenors
and various people with Qkiqgtani Inuit

Associ ation, Hunters & Trappers O ganizations,
and the comunities and ot hers.

So up to today, we have things that show us
that we have to be very wel | -managed on what
things we are dealing with. Every day, before
the six nonths is up, we have to al ways renew
what our planning is for the managenent pl ans,
and there are various things that we have to
change. If -- if you can understand ne, all of
t hese managenent plans have to be agreed to,
and it's changi ng and updati ng.

And for the licence, for the water |icence,

when we're | ooking at it, sone regul ations or

sonme things that -- conditions and other things
have -- sonetines have to be renewed or
changed.

For Steensby's conponent -- and we're

| ooking forward into the future. That's what
it seems to be like. | think we understand
when we go to the communities, up to today what
we're mning right nowis Deposit 1, but
there's nore deposits. Perhaps going through

St eensby woul d give us nore of a future
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perspective and make us go further.

So when we're | ooking at how t he managenent
and the operation goes, and there are various
things that we have to follow. \Wen we were
approval -- various approvals were done, and
there were ternms and conditions that were
pl aced on this project for Steensby when we had
the project certificate for that, so we're
t hankful that we work with vari ous
st akehol ders, and we want to be ensure and
clear to themthat we will followthe
conditions that will be given to us, and we
want to be transparent in making sure that they
see that we are following the conditions that
we -- that were given to us. So these are the
types of things that we would be doing.

In 2021, around Steensby, there was sone
wor k done scientifically, and we al so have
commtted that all of these studies wll be
conpleted. Once the Steensby project goes,
other nonitoring itens will be done that would

be inportant to the project.

Going back to Mary River, | wanted to
clarify what we are dealing wth right now In
the Mary River area, it's nore sandy. |It's

nostly sand in that area. FromMlIne Inlet to
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Mary River, it's nostly sand. There's sone

| akes, small | akes, and the sand is going into
the | akes, as well, because the -- the land is
changi ng, and once the land is changing, it --
it's always been like that. Even when we were

not there, the land is always changi ng.

We're trying our best in our project not to

put or let things go into the | akes because as

| said, it's kind of sandy over there, so we

don't want any kind of contam nants or anything

to go into the lakes, so we're trying to
prevent our work be -- going into the |akes;
and we have various discussions and, you know,
guestions and how to answer those questions,
how to do this and al so when we get into the
construction of the Steensby railway [sic] and
rail way.

So thinking of this and being m ndful of
I nuit Know edge about the |and, the water, and
for this reason, we -- we don't want to danmage
or to contaminate what is going to be used --
continually used by Inuit, and -- and the
project certificate that we have received and
the Inuit Inpact Benefits Agreenent and the
wat er |icence and the water conpensation

agreenent. There's also an agreenent within
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that pertaining to water tal ks about not -- not
contam nating the water or danagi ng the water.

| just want to state further that
Baf finl and wants to work with Inuit and
comunities and are conmtted to continuing to
work while we are going forward with these
things, and we're hearing from conmunities that
there are sone changes that -- if there's sone
changes we need to do because what we hear from
comunities is very helpful to our operations.
And for the Nunavut Water Board, while they're
reviewi ng the application, what we hear during
this process will be helpful to us.

And, lastly, there's an agreenent -- a
saf ety neasures agreenment so that we coul d work
closely together. Wen -- when | say when we
wor k together, | nmean working together with
hunters and trappers, with communities, with
Q kigtani Inuit Association, and this is sort
of a security kind of thing between the parties
to make sure and has to be clarified properly
how t he operations wll be and what we hear and
what we hear from comunities and people, so
these are the types of discussions we would
have, and if there's questions, we would be

happy to answer them whoever's here in this --
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in this neeting.

Thank you, Chairperson.
S. AUTUT: So we now open it up to
qguestions or comments fromthe public for
Baf finland. [|f anybody has questions or
coments, please cone to the mc.
Questions for Baffinland Iron M nes Corporation
by Conmunity Representatives
S. AUTUT: If I could ask you just
to state your nane, please.
LLOYD | DLOUT: Quj annam i k. LI oyd
Idlout. 15 years, | think 15 years is too |ong
for the review process. Mybe we can shorten
it from 15 years until the licence can be

renewed agai n because of the fact that the five

communities will be inpacted. Maybe
technically speaking, which, like -- |like, we
are -- sone of us are representatives from

HTOs. Maybe the fact that we didn't have al
the facts exactly how to approach it, and so
how can we define a technical? So | believe
the five inpacted communities, you'll get
additional information, and |I'mvery gl ad that
Baffinland and QA are able to visit the
conmmunities, and al so Envi ronnent Canada,

Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada, but our voices

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 217

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

seemto fall on deaf ears, even though we have
been i npacted the nost and that which we w |
be i npacted. Qur concerns seemto fall on deaf
ears.

| mean, Baffinland visits their
communities, and they either neet with the HTGCs
or the Ham et councils, or also if they go to
the coomunities to get feedback, and whenever
we try to express our concerns for the fact
that we are being inpacted, even though we try
to pass themon, we find sone obstacles as a
result.

For exanple, they will usually say that it
has al ready been approved, so that is how
sonetinmes we find it very difficult, those of
us who are inpacted, the |ndigenous people.

Like I was nentioning previously, like,
they will be careful in the conduct, nonitoring
properly, and yet that's the -- if that's the
case, then maybe we can -- maybe the water
l'icence can be reviewed even before 15 years
are up, and that way whenever us -- we -- as
I ndi genous people, when we try to cone up with
solutions. So | believe that 15 years is too
long for review, and |I'm --

Li ke, you will be naking a decision, and
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the request by Baffinland and those peopl e who

wi || be making decisions to either approve it
or not, but we hope, like -- |like, sone of you
will go and -- go on a site visit and inspect

the | akes where there are fish habitat, and
hopefully you, too, would also see it firsthand
and go to Steensby Inlet. WMybe DFQ

Envi ronnment Canada and C i mate Change Canada,
Qkigtani Inuit Association, like, if you have
not already seen Steensby Inlet, | sincerely
hope that you go on a site visit because sone
of us have seen the area.

Li ke, | used to see what Inuit have
observed, and that way you will be able to nmake
the right decision, like -- and that you wl|
able to determ ne how, |ike, we, as |ndigenous
peopl e, have stated how much we have been
i npacted, and | believe that 15 years is too
| ong as requested by Baffinland for a review.

So, like, whenever we try to nake
suggestions, Baffinland al ways say that the
project has already been approved, so | believe
that 15 years is too long for -- to conduct a
review, additional review

| tried to explain very clearly, and | have

addi ti onal comments, but it's not easy as
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lnuit. We try to defend the comunity i ssues,
and when we're going to be inpacted of such
magni tude, that is not a rest all [phonetic],
but here we are. W have to go through it.
Sonetinmes we go through difficult periods in
that regard, so | wish that they -- they can --
little pauses can take a bit |longer to ensure
that all the mtigation issues and baseli ne
studi es have been conducted, and that way we
can have adequate information.

| can't describe or define baseline in
I nuktitut. | apologize, so -- in the
activities that will be going on at Steensby
Inlet, right now, we're talking about water
i ssues and which we will -- all the creeks and
fish habitats would be inpacted, and right now,
we need to address or nake what the scope w ||
be.

And al so iron ore dust has been nentioned,
and whenever there's a blizzard outside, the
dust has been -- the dust fromthe m ne has
reached our area. And also especially during
the springtine when the snowis thawing, it's
very -- it's very noticeabl e.

And al so near the Igloolik area, the --

i ke, when you spot a seal hole, you see sone
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contam nated areas fromiron ore dust.

And al so when there's foul weather, the
dust tends to be spread out everywhere. |It's
not limted -- the dust is not limted to the
proj ect area only.

Yes, also, if possible, if you go on site
visit to Steensby -- Steensby Inlet, so those
of you who will be making a decision, either
Q A or agencies such as DFO, can go on site
visit before the project commences or even
before you start making decisions, so | prefer
you that go on a site visit.

And al so, like, can | nmake a request? | --
| want to be inforned about what you heard, any
coments you heard or any recomendati ons, and
hopefully the public can also -- can nmake a
request to access what you have heard. Do --
am | making sense? So that's ny request. |
want -- is it possible for us to get a copy of
the recomendati ons or conmments you heard?

S. AUTUT: Ckay. Thank you.

So through the interpretation, the question
Is are you able to receive a copy of the
Board's decision, the recomendations that cone
fromthe Board's decision or the

recommendati ons that cone fromany site visits?
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LLOYD | DLQOUT: Qujannamik. I'm
requesting if you can -- if we cannot receive a
letter from Nunavut Water Board from what you
heard fromthe El ders, the community, from
Baf fi nl and, or fromthe other people who were
here. | -- if I may, |I'mrequesting a letter
of what you heard fromthis hearing.

S. AUTUT: Okay. Thank you for that
clarification.

LLOYD | DLQOUT: Before -- before -- at

| east maybe before any decisions or plan

deci si ons are nade.

S. AUTUT: Thank you for that
clarification.

So Julie is taking notes word for word, so
every comment, every word that has been said at
this proceeding is being docunented, and it'l]|
cone out in the formof a transcript to help
the Board with its decision-making process, and
that docunment is publicly avail able, once
recei ved by the Board. So we can ensure that
you receive a copy of that before. It'll be
used in the decision-nmaking process but wll be
avai l able for you to review, should you w sh.
LLOYD | DLQOUT: Ckay.

S. AUTUT: The record will be closed
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hopefully tonorrow with the discussions that
are happeni ng here, so no additional conments
can be used in the decision-making process, but
you will have a copy of that transcript for

your records.

LLOYD | DLOUT: Ckay. Thank you
If it -- if it wasn't evident, the people
i npact -- that will be inpacted or are already

I npacted are struggling to voice their
concerns. Even with QA, Baffinland doing
communi ty engagenents, we -- we are struggling
to voi ce our concerns/questions technically,

if -- if that wasn't evident. |If there could
be nore tinme for us to get help technically to

voi ce our concerns and conments or suggesti ons.

| strongly advise that maybe if any -- if any
further decision's going to be made, | feel
nore -- | feel that nmaybe if we can have nore

engagenent nmaybe with the Water Board.

Even with Q A, Baffinland engagenents,
in-- we don't -- like, there are comments and
concerns, or there was sone resolved and not
sone resolved that were a part. There was a
nunber of them and | feel that we didn't -- we
don't know. They were just nunbers, and we

didn't see or hear what those coments ni ght
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have been. So if any -- everybody can be a
little bit nore patient with us, may -- us
trying to comment technically or respond
technically, that would be very nice or

hel pful, maybe to hel p voice our concerns and
maybe to reduce the inpacts that are to cone.

Quj annam k.

S. AUTUT: Thank you. Thank you for
your comments. |'mgoing to ask Baffinland if
they wish to respond to what has been heard.

M LORD- HOYLE: Megan Lor d- Hoyl e.

Quj annam k for the -- the coments and
the -- the concerns that you' ve raised. W --
we certainly -- we heard a nunber of comments
or concerns that you just raised.

(1) the length of the water |icence renewal
process. | think in this case, Baffinland
feels strongly that this is an appropriate tine
frame for a technical licence to be issued.
There has been an extensive process run by the
Nunavut Water Board to date that included
techni cal neetings with public conponents
associated wwth it and opportunities to provide
information to the Board.

In ternms of Baffinland s own engagenent,

"Il speak to that. | think what -- | think
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what 1'd like to nost say is the voi ces of
Inuit, when we cone to the communities, do nmake
a difference in our project. W have nultiple
exanpl es of where the project has changed or
we' ve adapted the operation in direct response
fromwhat we're hearing when we cone to the
conmuni ti es.

| used an exanple earlier today for those
who were in the room For the Steensby
project, before we've gone into operation, the
original shipping route was changed as a direct
result of hearing fromlnuit where we could
nove the shipping route to that would mnimze
I npact on walrus and m nim ze the inpact of
Inuit when they're hunting walrus. That change
has now been adopted as a termand condition in
our project certificate.

O her things that we've done in the
exi sting operations is we've changed our
shi ppi ng operations extensively in response to
Inuit concerns. W' ve adopted slower shipping
speeds. W' ve put in place convoys, which
nmeans that nultiple ships travel together to
reduce the sound field of those ships while
they're noving. W' ve put restrictions on the

total nunber of ships that conme into the area
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at any one tine. W' ve adopted an i ndependent
dust audit commttee that's made up of Inuit
who are providi ng us feedback and
reconmendati ons on what we can do better to
m nimze dust. We have broadened the inclusion
of lnuit in our environnental working groups to
i nclude all conmunities.

So | understand that it is very difficult.
When we cone to the conmunities, we're here on
certain days, on certain tines, and not
everyone may feel that they've heard fromus or
that they've been able to speak to us, but we
are here consistently and | ooking for the views
of the comunity that cone and i ndependent
conversations that cone through notions from
your Hunters & Trappers Organi zati ons or your
Ham ets through processes like this. W are
listening to those views and adapti ng our
oper ati ons.

We al so work very closely with the
Q kiqtani Inuit Association who represents the
communities of the North Baffin region and is
anot her voice and view for your conmunities
when it cones to the operations of the Mary
Ri ver Project.

So | appreciate you sharing your concerns,
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and we are working very hard to be able to be
in your communities nore often. W have nuch
nore staff now in each of your conmmunities than
we did five years ago, even, and those are al so
anot her avenue for you to be able to speak
directly to Baffinland, and those views cone
back to a deci sion-making table.

So | don't knowif | can fully or
adequately satisfy your concerns or comments,
but | want you to know that we are definitely
listening, and we do take the considerations
and views of Inuit very seriously.

Quj annami i k.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Megan. |
woul d al so ask the Q kiqtani Inuit Association,
when it's your opportunity to nake
presentation, to give consideration to how you
may address sone of the concerns, as well, if
at all, through the various prograns and

nmoni toring that you' re | ooking towards.

Do we have any other questions or conments
for Baffinland? Please. Rem nder to state
your nane, please, for the record.

NYSANA Q LLAQ My question is to
Baf finl and. Li ke, when you start the m ning

process, are you aware how many | akes had char
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and do they -- if you nake conparison as to how
many | akes have char in conparison to the tine
when you first started m ning? Like, have
there been inpact on fish? Have there been

|l ess fish as a result since 2012? Based on
your observations have the | akes -- |ike, and
also if you start going through Steensby Inlet
using a train, and then there you are going to
be shipping 4.2 netric tonnes i s now your
approved shi pnment of ore, so woul d that

I ncrease once you start using the rail way
station from-- through Steensby Inlet?

And also the fact that the train wll be
traversing through areas where there are char
and cari bou, so can you detern ne what kind of
I npacts have there been to char which is
already in the | akes before the m ning project

started and in conparison to today?

S. AUTUT: Thank you for those
guesti ons.
Baf fi nl and.
L. KAMERVANS: Lou Kaner mans,
Baf f i nl and.

Thank you for that question, and | have
responses to -- we recorded about three

guestions there.
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First, just nonitoring for char in general
around the project, we don't specifically
moni tor for char abundance, we don't track
popul ation |l evels, but we do sanple char each
year as part of our nonitoring prograns, and
t hrough that program we have not identified
any issues, you know, catching the char we need
year-over-year, so in that sense, we find that
t he popul ation of char in the areas we sanple
I's stable.

When you asked about, you know, have char,
you know, disappeared from any | akes where we
had previously seen themor streanms, that's not
the case. W've actually only added to the
nunber of fish-bearing streans that we were
aware of in the project area.

Somet hing we do nonitor for, and -- and we
do it specifically to address I nuit concerns,
Is nmonitoring for health in river systens that
are in the MIne Inlet area, but they're not
wi thin the boundary of where we expected to see
project effects around M| ne Port.

So this nonitoring happens in collaboration
with the Mttimatali k Hunters & Trappers
Organi zation, and we sanple char in the

I kal uit, Qurluktuk, and Tugaat river systens,
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and that nonitoring has shown that there's been
no change in -- in fish health and in the

health of fish for consunption when we conpared
our sanples with sanples that the Departnent of
Fi sheries and Cceans had collected in the past.

And on your |ast question about, you know,
the difference between the use of trains and
trucks for hauling ore, we see the switch to
trains as -- as a -- you know, a big
efficiency, and not just from an operations
standpoint, but there's a |lot of environnental
benefits to it, as well, and one of those is
when you | ook at the frequency that trucks run
on the Tote Road today, and we're only hauling
4.2 mllion tonnes of ore, there's a truck
passi ng by any single point on that road every
two to five mnutes.

Wth Steensby, we anticipate 13 one-way
trips a day, and so that's roughly one -- you
know, one tine every two hours soneone al ong
that line may see the -- the trains pass. So
the level of disturbance to wildlife, to -- to
hunters in the area is greatly reduced when we
swtch to rail. | hope that helps.

Ch, and just to clarify, we were asked

about how much ore we would plan to transport
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under Steensby. W' re |ooking at approxi mately
22 mllion tonnes per year to transport al ong
the railway and out of Steensby Port.

Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Thank you. Any ot her
guesti ons?
NYSANA Q LLAQ Nysana Qllag. Let ne --
let me clarify that. You ship 4.2 or 6 mllion

tonnes on a ship. Wen you nove to Steensby,

how -- how big are you going to ship out in
ore. How -- how big was ny question?
Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Baf f i nl and.
L. KAMERMANS: Lou Kamer mans,
Baf f i nl and.
Thanks for that followup. So on -- on the
shipping end of it, we are still refining our

pl ans there. \When the project was initially
approved, we were approved for year-round
shipping and up to 242 transits to Steensby a
year. W're still looking at what's the nost
feasible to start the operation, and so that
could be -- that neans | ooking at the | ength of
t he shi pping season as well as the nunber of
vessels that we'll need; but what | can say is

the size of vessels is -- you know, at the
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upper range, we're | ooking at having
cape-si zed, so around 200, 000 deadwei ght
tonnes, and that's the sane size as the
cape-si zed vessel s that have cone to M| ne Port
in the last few years.
And, obviously, the -- there's a -- there's

a benefit to the use of |arger vessels in the

north. It allows you to -- to carry nore ore,
and we've studied their -- their effects in --
in MIne Inlet, and we'll do the sane for, you

know, our entire shipping operation in the
south as well.

Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Thank you.

Sir, yeah, thank you
ABRAHAM QAMVANI Q Okay. Thank you.
Abr aham Qammani q, Saniraj ak HTA

Yeah, | just want to comment, |ike,
buil ding the railway, conpleting the rail way
will be along tine comng, and even though the
wheel s of the train will produce dust, but,
like -- like, I know for a fact that no matter
how big or large the dust will be, it wll
continue to be dispersed everywhere. | want
the trollies of the train to have a covering to

reduce dust em ssions.
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And also in the north, the Arctic Ccean,
| i ke, nobody has ever nonitored the bottom of
the ocean floor. | want to ask Baffinland have
you done any nonitoring on the shipping
corridor to Steensby Inlet? Because it's very
close to the walrus hunting area for the people
of Igloolik and Saniraj ak.

And al so | have heard from a nunber of
hunters that there are sone very shall ow areas
in that area, and al so, |ike, narwhal, they
used to travel -- mgrate fromnear the
Kimmrut area to the Foxe Basin area, and sone
of them got stranded because -- sone of you,
have you neasured how deep the waters are in
the Steensby Inlet area?

And also, like, initially, you got approved
to have a year-round shipping. Wen you first
started out, you nentioned that you want to
conduct an early revenue phase, and that is how
you ship ore through MIne Inlet, and we have
heard -- we understand there are a | ot of
I npacts we have heard of nany inpacts done to
the people of Pond Inlet, and there are a | ot
of problens with which arose, even though you
have been approved to conduct the

Certificate 005 was approved. Like, you know,
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it is -- like, the -- the area near Steensbhy
Inlet, they have seals and al so mari ne manmal s,
and if you're going to be travelling --
shi ppi ng ore year-round, then you have to use
I cebr eakers.

And al so the wal rus hunting season is

usual |y around July, so there's sone of these

Issues. And also it wll be nmy understanding,
like -- like, if you travel past Salliit or
Coral Harbour, like, there are sone -- probably

sonme shallow areas. And also after we have
been using that, we will probably be inforned

t hat because we are spendi ng so nmuch noney, and
sone of us don't want people fromlgloolik and
Sanirajak, like, they -- we visit each other's
communities. And also we went to Naujaat | ast
fall. There are nmany concerns about that.

And, like, if there are sone mtigation issues,
like, if it can have a negative inpact, then
they can listen to our concerns and stop

operation, and it is repeated that the project

with Steensby Inlet will cost in excess of
$13 billion. Maybe after we express our
concern, then we will be able to not pay. It
wi Il be too expensive to ship out of Steensby

Inlet. Thank you for hearing ny comments.
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S. AUTUT: Megan, would you like the
time during the break to respond?

L. KAMERMANS: Lou Kamer mans,

Baf fi nl and.

So | captured your questions and comrents
related to trucks or the train cars and
coverings, nonitoring over the shipping |ane,
the depth of waters, and listening to and
responding to the community, so I'll run
t hrough those and then get us into a break.

So Megan spoke about this earlier, but the
dust that we've seen created along the Tote
Road has been nonitored by us for, you know,
ten years now, and we've also brought in
third-party auditors, and we've created this
dust commttee. And what we -- we understand
is that the -- the dust that conmes fromthe
trucks along the Tote Road is because the
rubber on these huge tires is hitting the road,
and that -- that road material becones dust as
it's kicked up, and it's not comng from --
fromthe trucks thensel ves.

And we know that because we sanple the dust
that we find along the Tote Road, and it
mat ches the conposition of the Tote Road. It

doesn't match what's in the iron ore in the
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trucks, and we -- we know the difference.

So with the railway, the benefit there for
dust is it's steel-on-steel. The steel wheels
on the |l oconotives and -- and the cars is going
to be on steel rails, so there's no opportunity
for that to kick up dust or create dust.

And we're really confident, because of the
nmonitoring -- the testing we've done along the

Tote Road, that we won't see dust cone out of

those -- those train cars, either, but
that's -- that's our prediction.
W wll nonitor for that, and we will have

it in our plans that if we do find that dust is
com ng off of those ore cars along the rail way,
one of the options will be to -- to cover those
cars or to cover the ore so there's no dust

cr eat ed.

In ternms of nonitoring over the shipping
route, so we did -- ran aerial surveys in 2006,
2007, and 2008 that covered the entire shipping
| ane in Nunavut waters, so - so over a thousand
nautical mles. Mre recently in 2021 and in
2023 -- or 2024 -- apologies -- we also ran
addi ti onal aerial surveys specifically to | ook
for ringed seal birth lairs in the Steensby

Port area and in a bay further west, in Foxe
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Basin, and so we'll use that as a reference
site; and in the future when we start shi pping
and buil ding Steensby Port, we can conpare the
two areas, and that will tell us if we're
having a potential effect on -- on the

di stribution of seal around the port area and
in Steensby Inlet.

We have nore studies planned |like that, and
we'll be engaging with the conmunities prior to
each field season, and we'll continue involving
Inuit fromthe |ocal communities in those
pr ogr ans.

We're al so very concerned about the depth
of waters, especially our shipping departnent,
so we've been working with private contractors
to devel op new bat hynetry surveys, and we've
done work for all the approaches to Steensby
Port to find the best way for our vessels to
get there, the safest way. And we're al so
wor ki ng with Fisheries and Oceans Canada and
t he Canadi an Hydrographic Service to | ook at
the entire shipping route in Nunavut waters and
fill any gaps where we don't have that detailed
bat hynetry. And this will be good for us, but
that data will all be publicly avail able, and

t he hydrographic society will actually publish
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maps that anybody who -- who uses boats in the
area can access and use and will generally make
shi pping and -- and, you know, use for -- for
public recreation vehicles for hunters safer.

The last thing is whether we're | ooking for
an approval, we are always going to be
noni toring and reporting on our project, and
t he Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, the Nunavut
Wat er Board, they have very public processes to
facilitate reviews of our reports, and that,
you know, is just one way that we get
I nformati on.

W al so have our -- our direct in-community
engagenents where conmunity nenbers can tell us
directly what their concerns are, and we can
respond in realtinme, or we can take those
concerns, you know, back to the office and --
and think about how to address them and -- and
then go back to the comunity.

Ei t her way, we have a strict adaptive
managenent plan and framework that sets out
specific criteria and levels that if our

noni toring prograns show we're crossing or if

community nmenbers are -- are telling us they
have concerns, and, you know, they have -- you
know, we -- we cone into Pond sonetines, and
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peopl e provide us pictures of sonething, and we
can respond and tell themwhat we think this
Is, or we go back to the office and talk to a
departnent and respond to it; but we treat that
community information as -- as strongly, if not
stronger, than we treat our nonitoring prograns
and -- and when they show us sonething is
becom ng a concern.

But in either case, we're commtted to
acknow edgi ng that, responding to it, and
reporting back to you in the comunities, and
that wll always exist whether we're in a
permtting process or not. It's -- it's just
our everyday job.

So | hope that helps, and | hope everyone

enj oys the break.

S. AUTUT: Thanks, Lou.
kay. So we'll take a -- let's take ten
m nutes, and we'll cone back to any additi onal

questions that the conmunity reps m ght have.
( ADJ OURNIVENT)
S. AUTUT: Thank you for com ng back
in a tinmely manner.

So in the interest of tinme, I'd like to
rem nd everyone that the Water Board is here

under its mandate to di scuss freshwater and
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waste matters, so if we could focus our
gquestions on the Board' s mandate and the topics
of this |icence, we can help nove the
presentations along. So | open the floor again
to the public, if there are any additiona
guesti ons of Baffinland.

So I''mnot seeing any hands at this point,
sol'dlike to ask the Qkiqtani Inuit
Associ ation to cone forward, please, and give
your presentation.

Ch, hang on, Jared. Just one nonent.

Dd | see a hand? |If you'd like to conme up
to the mc, please.
Bl LLY MERKOSAK: Billy Merkosak from Pond
Inlet. I'ma hunter, and | used to be a nenber
of the hunters organizati on.

For dust, | have been a nenber of the dust
commttee, and with an organi zation in
Pond Inlet, | was a conmmttee nenber as well.

In regards to the water, about freshwater,
and | akes and stuff, | want to understand the
| akes with fish on them M question's around
Pond Inlet area, the | akes that are on -- close
to these lkaluit, Qurluktuk and Tugaat. Those
| akes are the main | akes that have fish --

char -- and whether there have been good
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studi es on those three | akes was ny question.

Recently, | -- we know that there are
I ssues that are com ng up about water,
freshwater, especially the freshwater | akes
t hat have fish, because of the anmobunt of dust,
the iron ore dust, because we know t oday, even
in parts of the | ake where we used to go
fishing for netting the fish, the nane of the
| ake, Kul ukt oo, we did the study there the year
-- the year before last. It had very big
reduction of fish.

In one week of netting -- we had three nets
in one week, and there were two separate | akes
in that area, the -- the one closer to the
ocean and the one further. W only caught
eight fish in all that week, and these fish,
fromwhat we understand fromthem they had
liver issues. They had too many bugs in their
stomach, and there was too nuch iron or
mnerals in their system and they are affected
that way. This is what we understood when we
were on the dust comm ttee.

We know t hat when we go hunting around
here, we avoid getting water fromthe snow t hat
Is around the m ne area because it's not clean.

They had a test while we're having the dust

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 241

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

commttee. They took the sanples. W get

1 litre water fromthe stores. |f our body has
mnerals, it would be good enough. If we're
going to have too nmuch mnerals, if we do it
for ten tines, it would be too nuch; but if you
test it on the waters around the creeks and the
rivers, it's ten tinmes that nuch. So we're
asking for cleaning around this area.

But peopl e noved away. Now they're al
concentrating on transporting ore on the other
side. There should be nmonitoring done in this
area, as well, for these |akes that are in this
area and how t hey are changi ng.

For the Inuit stewardship program | am
encour agi ng themthat they should do nore
research that with the mneral, the iron, where
it's going, howit's affecting our environnment
and our wildlife. [I'mpushing themto do nore
study in this area. | wsh this would happen
before we get too nuch damage to our

envi ronnent .

Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Thanks, Billy.
L. KAMERVANS: Lou Kaner mans,
Baf fi nl and.

Thank you for those questions, and | talked
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about 1t alittle bit earlier, but we are
continuing with that nonitoring programin

col | aboration with the Mttimatali k Hunters &
Trappers Organi zation, and that's | ooking at
the Tugaat, Qurluktuk, and Ikaluit river
systens and | akes froma fish-health
perspective, and what we've found is that the
health of the fish that we've caught, the
quality of the fish and through tissue
sanpling, is the sane as it was when Fi sheries
and Oceans had done simlar studies in the
past. So we're not seeing any change in that
since the project started.

We're commtted to that program and that
programw || continue to run, and, you know,
howit's run, we'll -- we'll be open to
di scussi on year-over-year with the Mttimtalik
Hunters & Trappers Organi zati on.

We actually funded the Mttinmatalik
Hunters & Trappers Organi zation in 2019 to run
their own conmunity-based study of char in --
in those areas, and, you know, we -- we
continue to think it's a perfect program
that -- that could really be community-Ied.

So we agree nonitoring should happen in

that area, it does, and we're commtted to it
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continuing in the future.

The other thing is we work with a conpany
called Intrinsic, and they've presented to the
dust audit commttee before. They speciali ze,
and -- and the work they do for us specifically
Is looking at the -- the quality of country
foods. They do, you know, what -- what they've
done for us is country food risk assessnents,
and it | ooks at how, you know, the dust that
cones fromthe project could be collected on
the land, could fall on the soil, could fall on
vegetation, be consuned by wldlife, and -- and
then how that could interact with hunters and
| and-users that eventual ly harvest those
animals or pick those berries. This includes
| ooki ng at ptarm gan and -- and cari bou and
al so Arctic char.

So what they've conme up with every tine
we' ve had them conduct one of these studies is
that the project is not changing the risk of
consum ng country foods or -- or consum ng
specific organs, that essentially the project
I's not adding any additional risk to that
activity.

So we have a report that was devel oped, you

know, as recent as |last year, and that's what
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was presented to the dust audit commttee, and
that's very typical of the studies we carry out
on a regular basis to -- to ensure the safety
of country food for -- for land-users in the
area. So, again, that will continue on for the
life of the project.

Just one last item You know, you
nmenti oned when you're in the project area, you
know, you avoid consum ng the snow, but what
our studies have found and what Intrinsic has

found is that the snow water is safe to use

for -- for tea and for drinking-water purposes,
again, with the caveat or, you know, the -- the
caution that it's -- the project hasn't changed

the risks of consum ng untreated water.
[t's -- it's the same as it was before the
project as it was after the project was
const ruct ed.

Thank you.
S. AUTUT: Thank you.

Any further coments or questions for
Baf fi nl and?

Pl ease.
CALEB SANGOYA: | don't have a questi on,
but I want to rem nd the Chairperson and the

Wat er Board and al so, like, the -- right now,

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 245

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

they're nore concerned about the | akes and the
rivers and so the -- so in the reports that we
have heard from Baffinl and, the | akes and river
systens is basically what we canme to discuss,
but if we were to tal k about ocean water, then
we woul d be discussing indefinitely up to the
year 2026.

You, Chairperson, | want you to be aware,
like, we're not here to discuss marine water.
And al so, like, right now, we're sidetracking,
and the fact that a man woul d have to traverse
t hrough the approved routes, either be it on
terrestrial or on the marine environnent, then
we can tal k about marine waters, and we can
di scuss it until the year 2026, and if the
certificate -- the renewal certificate were to
be approved, only Q A can al so send sone
regul ation to be followed. | just want to
clarify that.

Thank you.

S. AUTUT: Thank you.

Any further questions or comments? |[|f not,
| invite the Qkiqgtani Inuit Association to
cone up and present.

Teresa, do we have any procedural matters?

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
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Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the
Nunavut Water Board. So | have the
presentation material for the community session
provi ded by the Q kigtani Inuit Association
and | will mark that as the next exhibit in the
public hearing, and those are ny procedural
matters.

Thank you.

EXHBITS5 - Qkiqtani Inuit

Associ ation, Hard Copy, Power Poi nt

Presentation, Nunavut \Water Board

Public Hearing, Baffinland Iron M nes

Cor poration Application for Renewal

Water Licence No: 2AM MRY1325, WMarch

11, 2025 (English and I nuktitut)

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Teresa.

Q kiqgtani Inuit Association, please, go

ahead with your presentation.

Presentation by Qkiqgtani Inuit Association

A. KUBEI SI NOVA: Thank you, Madam Chair
My nane is Assol Kubeisinova, and I'mthe
manager of regulatory review for the departnent
of |l ands and resource nmanagenent at the
Qkigtani Inuit Association for QA To ny
right is Jared Otenhof, Director, Q kiqgtan

Nunalirijikkut. W have a team of subject
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matter experts today who have been assi sting
and supporting QA with the technical review of
this application.

Q A s mandate is to safeguard, adm nister,
and advance the rights and benefits of Inuit,
to pronbte the Inuit | anguage and traditions,

I nuit environnmental values, Inuit

sel f-sufficiency, as well as econom c, social,
and cul tural well-being through succeeding
gener ati ons.

As a designated I nuit organization under
t he Nunavut Agreenent, Q A manages | nuit-owned
lands in the Q kiqgtani region, including the
proj ect area.

Q A represents the rights and interests of
over 14,000 Inuit in the Qkiqtani region

Q A conducted a technical review of
Baf finland Iron M nes Corporations application
for renewal of the water |icence, and as a
result, QA presented to the Nunavut Water
Board 38 technical comments. At this tine,
there are 16 resol ved and 22 unresol ved
comments and sone involving recomendations to
t he Nunavut Water Board. This presentation
focuses on unresol ved concerns and i ncl udes

references to specific comments, where
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possi ble, so not all coments will be
referenced in this presentation.

So QA s comments focus on a nunber of
areas, with sone areas overl appi ng.

Excuse nme, Madam Chair. | believe this is
a presentation that was used this afternoon in

the public hearing.

S. AUTUT: We'l | get that corrected.
A. KUBEI SI NOVA: Thank you.

( ADJ OURNIVENT)

S. AUTUT: Apol ogies. | believe the

correct presentation is now on the screen.
A. KUBEI SI NOVA: Thank you, Madam Chair.

So QA s comments focus on a nunber of
areas, with sone areas overl apping.

Conpliance with environnental assessnent
predi ctions. QA recommended that Baffinland
conpare nonitoring results with what was
predi cted before the start of the project, and
that conparison wll tell what needs to be
changed. The main concern on adaptive
managenent is the influence of repeated
periodi c pul ses of total suspended solids,
whi ch i ncreases stress on aquatic organi sns.

Q A's concern on nonitoring, including

nmoni toring for baseline conditions, resulted in
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the recomendation to revise | ake sedi nent
sanpling to better see how natural and project
activities change netal concentrations in | ake
sedi ment .

Anot her recomrendati on that cane out of
that concern is to collect freshwater hydrol ogy
i nformati on at Steensby that woul d be
sufficient.

Anot her concern that Q A had was i nmpacts on
water quality, and that included the concern
about el evated concentrati ons of arsenic,
copper, iron, manganese, and phosphorus in Canp
Lake.

A concern about the poor performance about
the Kilonmetre 105 pond and the concern that
there may be inpacts fromthe project on CLT1
tributary.

They were also -- there were al so concerns
about Inuit engagenent and incorporation of
nuit Qaujimjatugangit and I nuit
Qauj i mani ngi t.

Now I would like to speak about the Inuit
stewardship program and the Inuit stewardship
program has a direct relation to the
opportunities to incorporate Inuit

Qauj imaj atugangit and Inuit Qaujimaningit in
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t he project.

The Inuit stewardship programis an
arms-length Inuit-led and comunity-based
noni toring program The program enables Inuit
to evaluate how the project interacts with the
surroundi ng environnment. The program i ncl udes
a feedback | oop to enable Baffinland to review
findings and inplenment project inprovenents to
address concerns.

The program was envi sioned to be funded by
Baf fi nl and, adm nistered by QA and overseen
by an armis-length Inuit oversight conmttee or
Inuit Avatinut Kamattiarninmut Katimajajiit.

The oversight commttee consists of nenbers
fromthe seven inpacted comrunities of Pond
Inlet, Arctic Bay, Sanirajak, Igloolik, Cyde
River, Kimmrut, and Kinngait.

QA s Inuit stewardship program
adm ni stration team successfully conpleted five
progranms in 2024, 2025, and is preparing to
rel ease respective reports on March 31st.

The I nuit stewardship programhas nultiple
prograns relating to freshwater. For exanpl e,
one of the prograns conpleted in 2024, 2025,
such as the dust and wildlife nonitoring

programthat is ainmed on understanding the
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i nteraction between m ne dust and water,

i ncluding | akes, rivers, snow, and ice. It
included 1 Q consultations with

Know edge- Hol ders and the Inuit-led field
sanpling program The team assessed wat er
paraneters including those associated with
m ne-rel ated dust.

The Pond Inlet freshwater |1Q study directed
on understanding Inuit Qaujimanitugangit as it
relates to freshwater values and inpacts from
the perspective of Mttinmatalingm ut.

Tusaqgt avut studi es are proposed for 2025,
2026 to take place in Kinmrut and Kinngait.
The objective -- objective of these studies is
to devel op a ful sonme understanding of Inuit
culture, resource, and | and use surroundi ng the
proj ect .

We continue working with the Applicant on
finding solutions to satisfy our technica
comments. The QKkiqtani Inuit Association wl]l
be keeping the Board appraised of any
devel opnent s.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Assol.
Are there any questions or comments for the

Q kiqgtani Inuit Association fromthe public?
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' mnot seeing any hands, so thank you for
your presentation -- oh, come on up.

ASSCL KUBEI SI NOVA, JARED OTTENHOF, ALI STAIR
MACDONALD, JOSEPH CAVALLO RI CHARD NESBI TT,
JAKE CARMVAN, M TCHELL KAY, Previously Affirnmed
Questions for Qkigtani Inuit Association by
Communi ty Representatives

LLOYD | DLQOUT: Quj annam k, QA W
Inuit is being represented as we are
represented by QA | don't know. Maybe you
can encourage Baffinland -- can you encourage
Baffinland to get sone nore baseline

i nformati on maybe in order for the process to
nove ahead? Like, it seens apparent, fromthe
Pond Inlet hunters and the Elders, |ike, even
t hough they observe the inpacts done to them
but maybe due to | ack of baseline informtion,
per haps.

And, al so, can you |l ook for additional
content to speed up the process? Like, once we
have baseline information, in order to achieve
baseline information. So that's ny request.

The inpact the Elders and the hunters at
Pond I nlet has been inpacted, but due to |ack
of baseline -- baseline information nost |ikely

Baf fi nl and has been saying, |ike, everything
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Is -- is still the sane as before. Too nuch
concentration is basically the sane as before
the mne was in operation, and maybe a
third-party people organize it. Maybe we can
| ook for additional funding or does QA have
addi ti onal funding avail able to conduct a
basel i ne study so we can get adequate baseline
i nformati on before the projects go ahead? Do
| -- am | making sense?

S. AUTUT: QA

J. OTTENHOF: Jared O tenhof for the
Q kigtani Inuit Association.

Yeah, thank you for the question. Baseline
data is very inportant, especially when we're
tal ki ng about an expanding project. Baffinland
has spoken earlier today on sonme of the work
that they're doing to bring sone of their work
forward on baseline data that they collected in
the past, then also to work with conmunities on
evaluating what's -- what's com ng up, | guess,
for any nore studies.

We nmentioned before, as well, that we've
heard this fromcomunities as a priority for
the Inuit stewardship program so | think
there's a bit of a dual role that we can play

as wel | .
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And | also just wanted to respond to your
earlier question when it wasn't our tinme at the
t abl e.

So overall, we're working to do better with
the coomunities. |In the past, we' ve sent out
newsl etters through our CLGCs and HTGs.

"1l hold. Thank you.

W' ve sent out newsletters through our CLGCs
and to the HTGs in the inpacted conmmunities to
| et them know of our activities as a |ands
departnent for a regional Inuit association.
We're al so | ooking to, as an organi zati on,
expand our Nauttiqsuqtiit program \VWiile it's
not specific to the Mary River Project, it's a
very strong presence in our conmunities, and
we're al so |l ooking to find partnershi ps between
the departnents that manage this project and
the Nauttiqsuqtiit.

For the Mary River Project specifically,
one of the key ways that QA is working with
I npacted comunities is through the Inuit
stewardship program Q A has plans for further
devel opnent of the program

W' ve al ready conducted past studies with
Pond Inlet on Inuit Know edge of freshwater and

how dust affects freshwater. As ny coll eague
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nmentioned earlier, we're planning to share
these studies by March 31st.

The Inuit stewardship programis led by a
dedi cated comrittee at armis length fromQ A
The commttee is conposed fromonly commnity
representatives fromeach of the seven inpacted
communities. This commttee will play an
inmportant role in QA's efforts to establish
and maintain Inuit-led nonitoring and research,
reviewing results, and providing sone
recommendati ons to Baffinland on project
mtigation and nonitoring -- nonitoring and
mtigati on neasures and managenent pl ans.

In our subm ssions to the Nunavut Water
Board for this process, we are recommendi ng a
nunber of neasures for the licence to include
requi rements for the Applicant to include
feedback fromlnuit of the inpacted
comuni ties, for exanple, freshwater | Q and
water quality, in a way that is not just by
scientific standards but also howit is
culturally valued by Inuit.

Thank you very nuch.

S. AUTUT: Thank you.
Any ot her questions or comments for the

Q kigtani Inuit Association?
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If not, thank you for your presentation.

"1l now call upon Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs, and we'l| ask
Teresa to accept into evidence the presentation
and swear and/or affirmthe presenters.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

If I can have the witnesses state and spel
their nanmes for the record, please.
L. PERRI N: Lauren Perrin,
L-A-U R E-NP-E-RR1-N.

A. KEI M Thank you. [It's Andrew,
A-ND-RE-W l|last name Keikm K-E-1-M
T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa

Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut Water
Board. Do you wish to be sworn or affirmed?
A. KEI' M "1l swear.

T. MEADOWS: Lauren, how do you w sh

to proceed?

L. PERRI N It doesn't matter.
A. KEI M W'll do it together
ANDREW KEI' M LAUREN PERRI N, Sworn

T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa

Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water

Boar d.
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So, M. Chair and Madam Chair, | have the
presentation nmaterials that Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada has
prepared, and | will be filing those as the
next exhibits in the public hearing, and that
concl udes ny procedural matters.

EXHBIT 6 - Crown-Indi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs

Canada, Hard Copy, Power Poi nt

Presentation, Final Public Hearing of

Baffinland Iron M nes Corporation

Wat er Licence Renewal 2AM MRY1325,

March 11-12, 2025 (English)

EXH BIT 7 - Crown-I ndi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs

Canada, Hard Copy, Power Poi nt

Presentation, Final Public Hearing of

Baffinland Iron M nes Corporation

Wat er Licence Renewal 2AM MRY1325,

March 11-12, 2025 (Il nuktitut)

EXH BIT 8 - Crown-Indi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs

Canada, Hard Copy, Power Poi nt

Presentation, Final Public Hearing of

Baffinland Iron M nes Corporation

Wat er Licence Renewal 2AM MRY1325,
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March 11-12, 2025 (French)

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Teresa.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs, please proceed.

Presentati on by Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs
L. PERRIN: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada would |ike to thank the Nunavut
Water Board for organizing this public hearing
and giving us the opportunity to present on the
application to renew Type A Water Licence
2AM MRY1325 submitted by Baffinl and.

This presentation will cover our roles and
responsi bilities, technical review coments,
the security managenent agreenent, and our
concl usi on.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada's responsibilities, mandate, and
obligations are in alignnment with the
follow ng: Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and
Northern Affairs Act, the Nunavut Agreenent,
Nunavut Land C ai ns Agreenent Act, Nunavut
Wat ers and Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act
and the associ ated regul ati ons, Nunavut

Pl anni ng and Project Assessment Act,
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Territorial Lands Act and the associ ated
regul ations, Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention
Act .

Cl RNAC and Baffinland have worked toget her
since the beginning of this process neeting
many tinmes and comng to sone nutual agreenents
on our comrents. Since we submtted this
presentati on, we have updated nunbers.

So we originally submtted 37 technica
comments with a review. At the tine, 19
concerns were resolved, 18 were resolved with
comm tnents, and we had 4 outstandi ng concerns.
These four outstandi ng concerns have since been
resol ved through commtnent from Baffinland. |
wi || discuss these four commtnents over the
next couple slides.

Techni cal Comment R-4 related to dustfall

nonitoring. Dustfall, as a pathway of
potential effects, requires inproved managenent
pl anni ng, nonitoring, and reporting.
Baf fi nl and has commtted to conducting the
dustfall review as part of the 2025 QA NWB
annual report for operations, which is to be
submtted by March 31, 2026.

As required, the outcones of the dustfall

data review will be integrated into rel evant
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managenent plans. Any plans updated woul d be
conpl eted within six nonths of publication of
the dustfall water review -- data review --
sorry -- or an alternative date as agreed to
by -- between Baffinland and CIRNAC. Wth
this, CIRNAC now considers this resolved.

Technical Comment R-8 relates to m neral
waste. ClI RNAC reconmended that the waste
managenent pl an include how soils, sedinent, or
construction materials would be coll ected,
cont ai ned, recorded during work and di sposed
of .

Baf fi nl and has commtted to update their
interimclosure reclamation plan to include
soil or sedinents containing site-rel ated
contam nants that pose a risk to human heal th
and/ or the environnment. A contam nant -- yeah,
we're still working on that definition of what
a contam nant is; however, ClIRNAC considers
this technical comment resol ved through
conmm t ment .

Technical Comment R-11 relates to clinmate
change predictions. ClRNAC recomrended t hat
Baf fi nl and i nvestigate nore recent clinmate
change predictions to evaluate the long-term

thermal stability of permafrost in the waste
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rock pile, including investigating the source
of inconsistencies in the thermal -- sorry --
data and inplenenting the result in the thernal
nodel and include internedi ate and worst-case
scenari os and tenperature predictions --
projections -- sorry -- for the thermal nodel
of the waste rock facility.

Baffinland conmtted to include nmultiple
climate change predictions, including SSP-1,
SSP-2, and SSP-5 in the next update of the
t hermal nodel planned for 2026 as outlined in
the interimclosure and reclamati on pl an,

Revi sion 6. CI RNAC now consi ders this coment
to be resolved through conm t nent.

Techni cal Comment R-16 rel ates to water
quality nonitoring. ClRNAC recomended that
Baf fi nl and provi de a conpari son between
predi cted and neasured water quality data and
eval uate the additional mtigation neasures as
required, as well, provide an update on
geochem cal nodelling and pit water
predi cti ons.

Baf fi nl and has commtted to undertaking a
pit water quality nodel update in 2025. This
nodel will include operational pit water

quality predictions for the next five years and
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water quality predictions for an early closure
scenario at the end of the five years
considering the three different climte change
scenarios for a 100-year period. As part of
this nodelling, water quality predictions for
early closure will be conpared agai nst the

cl osure objectives and criteria as outlined in
Baffinland's interimclosure and recl amation
pl an, Revi sion 6.

The five-year operational water quality
predictions wll then be eval uated agai nst the
FEI'S predictions and the Type A water |icence
di scharge criteria. CIRNAC now considers this
coment to be resol ved through comm t nent.

As previously nmentioned, this presentation
was submitted prior to us working out all our
unr esol ved i ssues, so the unresol veds are now
under the resol ved through comm tnents.

W are commtted to working to get towards
a signed SMA conpleted in tinme for the Mnister
review of a licence between Baffinland and Q A

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada continues to work with al
parties through this water |icence application
process and aimng to protect Nunavut's inland

wat er resources while pronoting sustainable

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 263

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

devel opnent .

Thank you.

S. AUTUT: Thank you,
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Nort hern
Affairs.

Before we take questions, we're going to
ask both Environnent and Cimate Change Canada
and Departnment of Fisheries and Oceans to
present, and you may be called back up to
answer questions.

So I now call on Environnment and Cinmate
Change Canada, and again we'll accept your
presentation into the exhibits and swear or
affirm
T. NMEADOWS: If I can have the
Wi t nesses state and spell their name for the

record, please.

E. WALKER: Eva Wal ker, E-V-A

WA- L-K-E-R

S. FORTE: Sarah Forte, S-A-R-A-H
F-ORT-E

T. NMEADOWS: Thank you. Do the

W t nesses wish to be sworn or affirmed?

E. WALKER Affirmed.

EVA WALKER, SARAH FORTE, Affirnmed

T. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, |ega
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counsel for the Nunavut Water Board.

So | have the presentation materials in
English and I nuktitut that are about to be
presented by Environnment and dimate Change
Canada, and | also have a sumary in I nuktitut
of the subm ssions of Environnment and Cimate
Change Canada, and | propose to mark those as
the next two exhibits in this public hearing,
and that concludes ny procedural matters.

EXHBIT 9 - Electronic Copy,

Power Poi nt Presentation, Baffinland

Type A Water Licence Renewal, Public

Heari ng Presentation by Environnent

and dimte Change Canada, March 11,

2025 (English and I nuktitut)

EXH BIT 10 - Hard Copy, Summary of

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada

Conment Subm ssion, March 11, 2025

(I'nuktitut)

S. AUTUT: Thanks, Teresa.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada,

pl ease proceed.

E. WALKER Thank you.

Presentation by Environnent and Cinmate Change
Canada

E. WALKER M. Chair, we had a
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guestion earlier about avian flu, bird flu. |
have sone answers. Wuld you like nme to read
that now or after our presentation or
S. AUTUT: Thank you, Eva.

Yeah, | believe that that was a question
posed by Cal eb, so you can provide a response
Now.

E. WALKER Ckay. Thanks.

So, sorry, it's -- it's awkward to figure
out how to speak to people, so ...

There have been a small nunber of cases of
avian flu in mgratory birds in Nunavut.
There's a low risk to humans currently. Known
cases were contracted by | ong-term sustai ned
contact with infected poultry. That's chickens
and turkeys typically in the south on farns.

It's possible that people can get up
infected with avian flu or bird flu by exposure
to contam nated water; however, the evidence to
support this is Ilimted, and the risk to people
fromdrinking or swnmmng in water with the
virus is low. The best practice is to treat
wat er before drinking it if there was a
presence of waterfowl or birds.

Birds catch avian flu primarily fromtheir

saliva or nasal secretions or feces. So in
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this case, do not handl e or eat birds that
appear to be sick or have died from unknown
causes, and fully cook birds that have been
hunted and eggs to a high tenperature and
foll ow saf e food-handling practices such as
handwashi ng.

Nunavut Departnent of Health, the
Depart nent of Environnent, Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada, Health Canada, the
Canadi an Food I nspection Agency are worKking
t oget her and continue to nonitor and nmanage the
situation. Environnment and C i mate Change
Canada has been actively collecting sanples
fromboth live and wld birds and those
harvested by hunters to assess the spread of
the virus, and the public will be infornmed if
increases to health risks arise.

| f you see dead birds or sick birds in your
community, please report themto the Governnent
of Nunavut's conservation officers.

Ckay. And now we'll proceed with our
presentati on.

So good evening, M. Chair, Board nenbers,
comunity nmenbers, Board staff, Baffinland,
fellow Intervenors. As stated nmy nane is Eva

Wal ker, and |I'mthe manager wi th Environnent
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and dimate Change Canada's envi ronnent al
assessnent group. Wth ne, | have Sarah Forte.

Yeah. Sorry. Okay. So Slide 2.

"Il present our departnent's nandate,
briefly touch on the Acts and | egislations that
are relevant to Environnent and d i mate Change
Canada, and then I'll pass it over to Sarah to
outline our comments and recomendati ons for
the final intervention.

Next slide. Geat.

Environnent and d i nmate Change Canada's
mandat e i ncl udes the preservation and
enhancenent of -- of the quality of the natural
envi ronnent, including water, air, and soil
qual ity through coordination of rel evant
policies and prograns of the Governnent of
Canada. It also includes renewabl e resources,
such as mgratory birds and ot her non-donestic
flora and fauna, neteorology, and the
enforcenent of rules and regul ations
associ at ed.

Next sli de.

The Acts under our mandate are the
Departnment of Environnment Act, the Canadi an
Envi ronnental Protection Act, the Pollution

Preventi on Provision of the Fisheries Act, the
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M gratory Birds Conservation Act, and the
Speci es at Ri sk Act.
Ckay. Good. I'll now pass this on to

Sarah for a discussion of our technical

commrent s.
S. FORTE: Sarah Forte with
Environnment and O i mate Change Canada. |'m

sorry | have ny back to the people I'd like to
addr ess.

So Environnment and dimate Change Canada
has been participating throughout the water
licence renewal process. |In our fina
subm ssion, we had four outstanding technical
comments. The comrent titles are on this
slide, and | w Il describe thembriefly.

Comment Nunmber 5 was not really technica

but rather about changes Baffinland proposed to

the wording for a renewed |icence. Environnent
and Cdimate Change Canada's bi ggest concern is

t he managenent of water running al ong

di sturbances and al ong ditches. This water can

pick up a ot of dust and soil, which ends up
as suspended sedinent in the water. It nakes
the water cloudy, and it can harmfish and

ot her aquatic life.

Comment Nunber 1 is about runoff water
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around the mne site that eventually nmakes its
way to Sheardown Lake. Baffinland have
presented us with a plan of the changes they
will make on site to do a better job of
settling out suspended sedinent in water before
it is released. This comment is considered
resol ved.

Conment Nunber 3 is about the water in
streans that the Tote Road crosses.

Envi ronnment and C i mate Change Canada and
Baf fi nl and do not agree on what value to use as
a cutoff for a project-related change in
suspended sedinent. The value is the
difference in sedinent anounts in the water

bet ween upstream before the culvert and
downstream after the culvert. The cutoff is
used to trigger actions to reduce the sedi nment

| oad in water.

Baffinl and' s presentation has pictures on
Slide 41 of the types of actions they can take,
and Paul explai ned what they do to keep sand
fromentering | akes. At this public hearing,
Environnent and i mte Change Canada w ||
explain why we recommend a | ower cutoff than
what Baffinland is proposing.

Comment Nunmber 2 is about nmking sure that
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the plans and prograns related to water
managenent are part of the water licence. The
wat er |icence has not changed since 2015, but
t here have been several project reviews by the
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board and conti nuous

di scussions with the Qkiqtani Inuit
Associ ati on.

The ongoi ng di scussi ons have generated
pl ans and prograns that would nornmally be part
of a water licence. Environnment and Cinate
Change Canada is recomrendi ng that the existing
snow nmanagenent plan and Tote Road nonitoring
program be included in the plans that are
al ready part of the water |icence.

Baf fi nl and has agreed for the snow
managenent plan but not for the Tote Road
noni t ori ng program because of the di sagreenent
| spoke of earlier on what should be used as a
cutof f concentration of suspended sedinent in
water for starting work to reduce the sedi nent
| oad.

The last comment |'l1l tal k about, Nunber 4,
I s about permafrost and groundwater.

Baffi nl and's m ne plan includes the
devel opnent of a pit approxi mately 200-netres

deep. They have plans to nake nore
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measurenents and a nodel to better understand
how the pit |ake will affect permafrost, and |
realize | should explain there will be a | ake
in the pit after operations, not during
oper ati ons.

Environnent and d i mate Change Canada
recommended that the study al so include
groundwater to check if there are potenti al
I nteractions between the pit and groundwater,
i ncluding what wi Il happen after the mne is
cl osed. Baffinland have commtted to doing
this, so Environnent and Cinmate Change Canada
consi ders this comrent resol ved.

E. WALKER That concl udes
Environnent and C i mate Change Canada's
presentation. 1'd like to thank the comunity
nmenbers for attending and |istening to our
presentation. Thank you, Board Chair, Board
staff, and Baffinland for allowng us to
present .

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Environnment
and Cimate Change Canada.

Again, we wll defer questions until the
end of the Departnent of Fisheries and Cceans
presentation, so | call upon Departnent of

Fi sheries and Cceans. Again, we will note the
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exhibit and do the affirmation or swearing in.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water
Boar d.

And | just want to nmention to everyone
t hank you for hanging in there. W have a
coupl e of comrunities that have to | eave early
tonmorrow norning, which is why we're pushing
t hrough tonight, so that all the presentations
can be in front of those community nenbers so
that they can ask questions while they're still
here. So ny apol ogies to everybody for the
very | ong day.

So if I can have the witnesses state and

spell their nane for the record, please.

P. HARPER: Paul Harper, P-A-UL
H A- R-P-E-R
N. WAS| LI K: Ni chol as Wasi l i k,

NT-CHOL-A-S WA-S-|-L- I -K

T. NMEADOWS: Thank you. Do the

W t nesses wish to be sworn or affirmed?

P. HARPER W'l affirm

PAUL HARPER, NI CHOLAS WASI LI K, Affirned

T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water

Boar d.
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So | have a copy of your presentation in
English and I nuktitut, and I will mark that as
the next exhibit in the public hearing.

And those are ny procedural matters,

M. Chair.

EXH BIT 11 - Fisheries and Cceans

Canada, Hard Copy, Power Poi nt

Presentation, Mary River Project,

Wat er Licence Renewal for

2AM MRY1325, March 11, 2025 (English

and | nuktitut)

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Teresa.

Pl ease proceed, Fisheries and Oceans

Canada.

Presentation by Fisheries and Oceans Canada

P. HARPER kay. So Paul Harper,
Fi sheries and Cceans Canada. It's been a |ong
day, so I'll keep this quick.

|"mhere with Nick, and we're nenbers of
the fish and fish habitat protection program
We're part of the Federal institution that's
responsi bl e for safeguardi ng our waters, so we
manage fisheries and oceans, and we ensure
heal t hy and sust ai nabl e ecosystens through
habi tat protection using sound science. W

support economc growh in the marine and
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fisheries sectors as well.

In addition to this process, we al so have a
concurrent regulatory process, so we are
wor ki ng with Baffinland for Fisheries Act
aut hori zations for Steensby.

So comments in this process fromFisheries
and Oceans related to fish and fish habitat
protection. W only had two comments.

Qur first comment was related to the Tote
Road and ensuring that infrastructure along the
Tote Road was captured in the managenent pl ans,
and Baffinland had commtted to providing this
information to us. | believe our conm tnent
now is for six nonths after the water |icence
has been si gned.

Qur second concern was related to sedi nent
and erosion control, and we've heard a | ot
about sedinment today. Fisheries and Cceans
Canada is satisfied that an erosion and
sedi nent control programthat is being
devel oped by Baffinland will help inprove
knowl edge of sedi nent and erosion on the site,
and we're looking forward to revi ew ng that
program hopefully in the next nonth or so.

And so with that, Fisheries and Cceans

considers all of our comments related to the
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water |icence satisfied, and that was it.

Thank you.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.

So that concludes the presentations from
t he Federal organizations, and we now open the
floor to questions fromthe public. If you
have any questions or comrents, please nmake
your way to the m crophone.

Ckay. So |I'mnot seeing any questions. So
that brings us to the end of our agenda for
tonight's session. On behalf of the Nunavut
Water Board, | would like to thank everyone for
participating tonight and thank you to the
community of Pond Inlet for hosting these
I nportant neetings. Special thanks to all of
the presenters tonight and all the people who
joined us this evening online and in the
community to share their views, comments, and
guestions with the Board.

In ternms of what is next in this public
heari ng, the technical review conponent of the
Board's public hearing will continue tonorrow
right here starting at 9:00, and we expect to
wrap up that aspect of the public hearing by

5:00 tonorrow afternoon. Everyone is wel cone
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to attend tonorrow s session.

Once we have concl uded the public hearing
and cl osed the public hearing record for the
renewal application, this panel will neet to
make a deci sion regardi ng the application.
Wthin 30 to 45 days, the panel will issue the
Board's record of this hearing and deci sion
about the application to the Mnister of
Northern Affairs and the public.

| f the Board decides to approve the renewal
of the licence, the Board will also attach a
copy of the licence terns and conditions to the
decision. The Board's witten decision wll be
avai |l abl e on the Nunavut Water Board's Public
Regi stry website.

On behal f of the Board, | would like to
extend safe travels to our del egates from d yde
Ri ver and Arctic Bay. W thank you for your
questions and your feedback in this process,
and if Ben has any updates on your travel, he
wi || advise before you | eave the venue tonight.

M. Chair, that concludes our agenda for
tonight. W w sh everyone a good ni ght and
hope to see them tonorrow.

THE CHAI R Ckay. We start at 9 in

the norning. W reconvene tonorrow norni ng.
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PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTI L 9: 00 AM EDT,
MARCH 12, 2025

CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PT:

I, J. King, certify that the foregoing
pages are a conplete and accurate transcript of
t he proceedi ngs taken down by ne in shorthand
and transcribed fromny shorthand notes to the
best of ny skill and ability.

Dated at the Gty of Airdrie, Province of
Al berta, this 22nd day of March 2025.

AR
J. <<) ng, CQQ(A)
Oficial Court Reporter

Comm ssi oner for Qaths Appointee No. 0733800
ASRA Menbership No. 146
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