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( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 9: 11 AM EDT)
Openi ng Remar ks by The Chair
THE CHAI R W'l|l start, reconvene
fromyesterday's sitting.

Good norning. Before we start, | would
like to have an opening prayer. Uiash will do
openi ng prayer.

( OPENI NG PRAYER)

THE CHAI R Before we go on to our
agenda, 1'd like to have a housekeepi ng touched
on. Teresa will do sone -- a little bit of

housekeepi ng.

Thank you.

T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So wel cone back, everyone. | know that it
was a |long night for sonme of you and a short
norning. So today we will continue on wth the
technical neeting with the presentations by the
Federal famly. W recognize that their
presentations yesterday were a short
abbreviated formof what they -- what their
conmrent subm ssions were, and all the parties
here did not have an opportunity to ask them

guestions, so we will start with presentations
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by Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada foll owed by Environnment and
Cimate Change Canada and Fi sheries and Cceans
Canada.

After each presentation, there will be an
opportunity for the parties here and the public
to ask any additional questions that they may
have, and then we will nove on to -- as you
heard yesterday, there are three additional
docunments that Baffinland is proposing to file
that wll include commtnents, updates to the
draft water |icence franework that was provi ded
earlier for parties to coment on, and
addi tional updates with respect to resolution
of matters. And so we will reconvene to have
di scussi ons of those docunents and the
comm tnents that have cone out of this neeting,
and then final closing statenents fromall the
parties and a discussion of the close of the
heari ng and potentially close of the hearing
public record.

For those of you who were not here
yesterday, there is interpretation equipnent at
the front table. | believe Channel 1 is
English -- no, back to Channel 2. Channel 2 is

English. | had a 50 percent chance of being
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correct. Oh, | had a I ess than 50 percent
chance of being correct, then. Channel 3 is

English. Channel 2 is --

C. COOMVBER: Sorry. I'Il junmp on here
qui ckl y.

T. MEADOWS: kay. Thank you, Chris.
C. COOVBER: For the portable

receivers that the audi ence have, Channel 1 is
floor, no interpretation. Channel 2 is
English. Channel 3 is Inuktitut.

For everyone sitting at the hearing tables,
the m crophone bases, Channel 1 is English.
Channel 2 is Inuktitut.

T. NMEADOWS: Ckay. | had no chance of
getting it right, just so you know. Thank you,
Chri s.

| f you are having any trouble with your
headset, in all seriousness, please ask Chris.
Do not ask me. Cbviously | don't know.

In addition, we have fresh coffee and tea
and snacks -- thank you -- and pl ease help
your sel f.

And as yesterday, we do have a court
reporter with us who is recording all of the
subm ssi ons throughout the day, and to really

hel p her out, please state your nane before you
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speak and please, for the interpreters -- |
just realized as | was doing that, that I am
the worst offender, but please speak clearly
and slowy so that we can ensure we have an
accurate record of the public hearing and that
our fine interpreters are able to nake sure we
are all heard and understood in the | anguage of
our choi ce.

So without further ado, if | can recal
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
up to the front, please proceed wth your
presentation. | remnd themthat we have sworn
themin already, so they do not need to be
sworn in again.

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa. So
we'll start with the Intervenors' presentation,
so CIRNA we'll start with this norning, and the

next one wll be ECCC, and the |ast one, DFO
Just we'll handl e these Intervenors'
presentation just |ike the way we did | ast

ni ght .

ANDREW KEI' M LAUREN PERRI N, Previously Sworn
THE CHAI R Go ahead. Proceed.
Presentati on by Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and

Nort hern Affairs
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L. PERRI N: Thank you, M. Chair.

Good norning. My nane is Lauren Perrin.
"' mthe water nanagenent specialist. Wth ne
today, | have Andrew Keim nanager of the water
resources division, and Joseph MHattie, |egal
counsel. As well online, we have Joseph --
not -- Jonathan Croston, technical expert from
At ki nsRéal i s.

This presentation wll cover our roles and
responsi bilities, technical review coments,
security nmanagenent agreenent, and our
concl usi on.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada responsibilities, mandate, and
obligations are in align with the foll ow ng:
Crown I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Act, Nunavut Agreenent, Nunavut Land d ai ns
Agreenment Act, Nunavut Waters and Nunavut
Surface Rights Tribunal Act and the associ ated
regul ati ons, Nunavut Pl anni ng and Proj ect
Assessnent Act, Territorial Lands Act and
associ ated regul ations, and finally, Arctic
Wat er Pol [ utions Prevention Act.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada and Baffinland have worked very

hard t oget her over the |ast nonths neeting
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regularly in order to cone to a nutua

agreenment on our outstanding technical

comments. This presentation was provided to
the Board before we were able to get through
all of our technical coments; therefore, these
nunbers are updated since.

Oiginally, there was 37 technical comrents
submtted to the Board. 19 were considered
resol ved, 18 were resolved wth conmtnents,
and we had 4 outstandi ng concerns. These four
out st andi ng concerns have since been resol ved
t hrough comm tnents nmade by Baffinland. These
next couple slides will outline these four
out st andi ng concerns.

Technical Comment R-4 related to dustfall
nonitoring. Dustfall, as a pathway of
potential effects, requires inproved managenent
pl anni ng, nonitoring, and reporting.

Baf fi nl and has commtted to conducting a
dustfall review of the followng in the 2025
Q A NWB annual report for operations, which
woul d be submtted on March 31, 2026.

The outcones of the dustfall data review
will be integrated into rel evant managenent
pl ans, and any updates to the plan would be

conpleted within six nonths of publication of
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the dustfall data review or an alternative date
mut ual | y agreed upon between Baffinland and

CI RNAC. CI RNAC now considers this resol ved

t hrough conmm t nent.

Technical Comment R-8 relates to m neral
waste. ClI RNAC recommended t he waste nmanagenent
pl an i ncl ude how soils, sedinents, or
construction materials would be coll ected,
cont ai ned, recorded during work, and di sposed
of. Baffinland has commtted to update the
ICRP to include soil or sedinents containing
Site-related contamnants that pose a risk to
human heal th and/or the environnent.

A contam nant is defined as any substance
t hat when introduced into the air, water, soil,
or sedi nent exceeds an agreed-upon | and-use or
other criteria devel oped as part of the closure
pl anni ng process and anything that has the
potential to cause adverse effects to human
heal th, the environnent, or ecol ogical systens.
Cl RNAC considers this comment to be resol ved
t hrough conm t nent.

Technical Conmment R-11 relates to climate
change predictions. Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs Canada recomends t hat

Baf fi nl and i nvestigate the nore recent climte
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change predictions and evaluate the long-term
thermal stability of the permafrost in the
waste rock pile. This included investigating
t he sources of the inconsistencies in the
thermal data and inplenenting the results in
the thermal nodel, as well, include

I nternmedi ate and worst-case scenario with
tenperature projections for the thermal nodel
of the waste rock facility.

Baf finl and has commtted to include
multiple climte change projections, including
SSP-1, SSP-2, and SSP-5 into their next update
of the thernmal nodel planned for 2026. This is
also outlined in the interimclosure and
recl amati on plan, Revision 6. Cl RNAC now
considers this coment to be resol ved through
comm t ment .

Techni cal Comment R-16 related to water
quality nonitoring. ClRNAC recomended that
Baf fi nl and provide a conpari son between
predi cted and neasured water quality data and
evaluate if additional mtigation neasures are
required. As well, provide an update on the
geochem cal nodelling and pit water quality
predi ctions.

Baf fi nl and has committed to undertaking a
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pit water quality nodel in 2025. This node
will include the follow ng: An operational pit
water quality prediction for the next five
years, a water quality prediction for early

cl osure scenario at the end of these five
years, which will consider three different
climate change scenarios for a hundred-year
peri od.

Additionally, in this nodel exercise, water
quality predictions for early closure scenarios
wi Il be conpared agai nst closure objectives and
criteria. This is outlined in Table 5.1 of
Baffinland's interimand cl osure and
reclamati on plan, Revision 6. The five-year
operational water quality predictions will be
eval uated against the FEI'S predictions and the
Type A water |licence discharge criteria.

Cl RNAC considers this comment to be resol ved
t hrough comm t nent.

This table is a list of all of our comments
i dentifying the resolved, the resol ved through
comm tment, and the unresolved. Since this
presentation was submtted to the Board, the
unresol veds are now all under the resol ved
t hrough conm t nent.

In regards to the security managenent

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 296

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

agreenent, CIRNAC is commtted to working with
Baf fi nl and and the QA towards a signed SVA
that would be conpleted in tine for the
Mnister to revieww th the licence. In
concl usi on, Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs continues to work with al
parties throughout this application process
review wth the aimof protecting Nunavut's

I nl and water resources while pronoting
sust ai nabl e devel opnent.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Cl RNAC.
We'll continue with our other departnents
first and then question -- questioning wll

take place to either one of the three
depart nents.

So ECCC i s next.
EVA WALKER, SARAH FORTE, Previously Affirmed
Presentation by Environment and Cimate Change
Canada
THE CHAI R You may proceed.

E. WALKER: Good norning, M. Chair.

My nanme is Eva Wal ker, and | amthe unit head
wi th Environnment and Cinate Change Canada,
envi ronnental assessnent group for the

Nort hwest Territories and Nunavut. Wth ne, |
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have Sarah Forte, water quality anal yst.

Sorry. On the phone |ine supporting us, | have
Reg Ej eckam our mning officer; Robert Ni ssen,
water quality -- or, sorry, air quality

anal yst; Jordan Hol | man and Jessi ca Kassar,
bot h environnental assessnent officers with
Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.

| wll start the presentation by presenting
the departnent's nmandate, briefly touch on Acts
and |l egislation relevant to Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada, and then |I'l| pass the
presentation to Sarah to outline the majority
of the coments and reconmendati ons provided in
Environnent and C i mte Change Canada's final
intervention for Baffinland s application for
Type A water |icence renewal.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada's
mandat e i ncl udes the preservation and
enhancenent of water quality in the natural
envi ronnment, including water, air, and soil
quality, and the coordination of the rel evant
policies and prograns of the Governnent of
Canada. It also includes renewabl e resources
such as mgratory birds and other non-donestic
flora and fauna, neteorol ogy, and the

enforcenment of rules and regulations related to
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our mandat e.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada's
mandate i s governed by the Departnent of the
Envi ronment Act, the Canadi an Environment al
Protection Act, the Fisheries Act, pollution
provi sion provision -- Pollution Prevention
Provi sions, Mgratory Birds Convention Act, and
the Species at Ri sk Act.

"1l now pass the presentation on to Sarah
for the discussion of our coments.

S. FORTE: Thank you, Eva. Sarah
Forte wth Environnent and C i mate Change
Canada.

So surface runoff managenent at the m ne
site is difficult. Each year, spills of
sedi nent -| aden water are reported at spring
nelt. Baffinland has been working to inprove
the situation for several years.

Environnment and d i mate Change Canada's
original conment during the technical review
requested updates on the 2021 mne site water
managenent plan. Baffinland provided the
i nformati on requested with the |ast piece being
a report following up on Spill Nunmber 2024-151.
W net with themin January to di scuss the

report and their plans to inprove quality of
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managed surface runoff.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada's
recommendation is for Baffinland to inplenent
the nmeasures proposed in their follow up report
on Spill Nunber 2024-151. Until it can be
fully inplenmented, seepage fromKilonetre 105
Pond should be returned to the pond to be
di scharged through final discharge point M- 11.

Baf fi nl and have conmtted to conply with
the Metal and Di anond M ning Effluent
Regul ations in their response to final witten
subm ssions. Environnent and Cimate Change
Canada considers this comment resol ved because
sedinent in water is one of the contam nants
captured by the regul ati ons.

Conment Nunber 2 is on incorporating plans
and progranms related to water managenent into a
renewed water licence. It has two parts
di scussed on separate slides.

The first part is the Tote Road nonitoring
programthat describes water nonitoring at
20 streans that the road crosses. Eight of
those streans are fish-bearing.

The program al so i ncludes an action
response franmework describing what actions

shoul d be taken to reduce suspended sedi nent
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load if nonitoring results are above a trigger
val ue. Annual reporting requirenents are al so
descri bed in the plan.

Since the elenents of the -- of the program
contributes to water managenent for the Mary
Ri ver Project, the program should be integrated
into a renewed water |licence. During a neeting
with Baffinland on January 24th, Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada had understood t hat
Baf fi nl and woul d append the programto the
surface water aquatic ecosystem nanagenent
pl an; however, in their final subm ssion,
Baf fi nl and commits to incorporating details
fromthe program rather than the entire
program

Thr ough further discussions, Environnent
and d i mate Change Canada has under st ood
Baf fi nl and does not want to incorporate the
nmonitoring programinto the plan -- into a plan
under the water |icence because of our
di sagreenent on Comment Nunber 3.

In their presentation yesterday, Baffinland
I ncl uded the Tote Road nonitoring programin
the list of freshwater nonitoring prograns, and
Environnent and Ci mate Change Canada agrees

that it is an inportant conponent of freshwater
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monitoring. W will discuss Coment Nunber 3
where there's not alignnent in two -- two
slides further, but for this part of Conment
Nunber 2, Environment and i mate Change Canada
recommends that the Tote Road nonitoring
program be added to the surface water aquatic
ecosyst em managenent pl an.

The second part of Comment Nunber 2 is
simlar to the first, only the plan in question
I's the snow managenent pl an.

The snow managenent plan al so contains
el ements relevant to water nmanagenent on site
and should be incorporated in a plan covered by
renewed water |icence.

Baf fi nl and has provided the details from
this plan that they will incorporate into the
surface water ecosystem nmanagenent plan within
six months of licence issuance. This includes
t he snow stockpile nonitoring station
| ocations, frequency, and sanpling paraneters,
as well as the snow stockpile inspection and
snow managenent audit forns. Environnment and
Cimate Change Canada considers this part of
t he comment resol ved.

This third comment is related to the Tote

Road nonitoring program and as | nentioned
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earlier, it's connected with Coment Nunber 2.
The program defines project-rel ated changes
to total suspended sedinent in streans. |t
uses project-related change as a criterion to
trigger managenent actions to reduce sedi nent
entering the streans.
Currently, project-related changes are
defined as tw ce the Canadi an Council of
M nisters of the Environnent Cuideline. The
gui del i ne states that during periods of high
flow, total suspended solids should not
i ncrease by nore than 25 milligrans per litre
above background | evel s when background
concentrations are below 250 mlligrans per
litre. |If background concentrations are above
250 mlligranms per litre, then the increase
shoul d not be greater than 10 percent of
backgr ound.
Baffinland is proposing cutoffs of
50 mlligrans per litre and 20 percent instead.
Baf finl and i ncl ude sone of the Tote Road
nmonitoring data in their annual report. W
| ooked at the data we were able to find, and
this included the 2023 nonitoring data for all
20 crossings and data from 2015 to 2023 for the

ei ght fish-bearing crossings. To date,
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Baf fi nl and have not been able to provide us
wi th nore data.

The data avail abl e has been hel pful in
eval uating the argunents Baffinland nade to
support the elevated total suspended solids
trigger level they propose. Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada's three counterargunents
are listed on this slide.

So for the first, Baffinland states that
the creek and river systens are naturally
accustoned to high suspended sedi nent | oads
above 250 mlligrans per litre, so they are
unlikely to negatively affect aquatic biota.
However, high concentrations of total suspended
sedi nent nay stress aquatic organi sns even if
they are naturally occurring. Increasing the
frequency, duration, or concentration of high
total suspended sedi nent events can cause
negative effects to aquatic organi smns.

In the data avail able, there is one
I nstance of a background sanpl e over
250 mlligranms per litre in 261 sanple pairs,
and this includes 138 sanple pairs that were
taken during freshet, so the data avail able
does not support Baffinland s argunent.

The second argunent nmade was regarding the
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operational burden of triggering nmanagenent
actions for a greater nunber of events. The
data avail abl e indicate that when there are
project-related increases in total suspended
sedi ments, the values are often nmuch hi gher

t han background. Wth the current

50 mlligrans-per-litre cutoff, nmnanagenent
actions were triggered by 3 of the 261 sanpling
events | nentioned earlier. |If the Canadi an
Council of Mnisters of the Environnment
@Quideline of 25 mlIligrans per litre was used
as a trigger, there would have been five events
triggering managenent actions, instead of
three. This operational burden does not appear
overly onerous.

The final argunent Baffinland presented was
the Tote Road nonitoring programs in water
licences for other mnes in Nunavut did not
I nclude nunerical cutoffs for triggering
managenment actions. As witten on the slide,
ongoi ng sedi mentation issues on this project
and the Tote Road make it relevant for the
l'icence to include specific neasures.

The change in total suspended sedi nent
concentrations we are discussing is a trigger

to managenent actions. It is neasured in the
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recei ving environnment and takes into account
any naturally occurring high-sedi nent |oads
because it is the difference between upstream
and downstream concentrati ons.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada's
reconmendation for Nunber 2 was to add the Tote
Road nonitoring programto the surface water
aguati c ecosyst em managenent pl an.

For Comrent Nunber 3, we recomrend t hat
when it is added, the definition of
project-related change in total suspended solid
concentrations follow the Canadi an Council of
M nisters of the Environnent Guideline that is
shown on this slide.

The interimclosure and recl amation
program -- research program acknow edges the
need for nore detail ed know edge on per maf rost
conditions and how they will change with pit
devel opnent. Tasks are proposed to reduce the
uncertainty wth regards to pernmafrost.

Hydr ogeol ogy i s not discussed, and even if it
was not going to be an issue during operations,
I nteractions with groundwater could becone
probl ematic | ong term post-cl osure.

Environnent and d i mte Change Canada

recommended that a hydrogeol ogy conponent be
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added to the permafrost studies described in
the interimclosure and reclamation pl an.

Baf fi nl and has provided a commtnent to
update the interimclosure and recl anmati on pl an
t hat addresses our concerns. It was sent to
the Nunavut Water Board staff yesterday norning
via email, and so this conment we consider
resol ved.

Environnent and d i nmate Change Canada has
reviewed two draft water |icence franmeworks
that were provided by Baffinland. These are
t he Decenber 18th and February 27th versions.

The second version resol ved Envi ronnent and
Cimate Change Canada's concerns, which are
nunbered -- and these nunbers were given by
Baf finland -- 5-2, 5-5, and 5-10.

A further conmment was resol ved yesterday
norning with alternate wordi ng provi ded by
Baf fi nl and. The new proposed wording for
Comment Nunber 5-6 was sent to Board staff by
Baf fi nl and via emai |l yesterday norning. That
comment i s about water use from contai nnent
ponds for dust suppression, if water neets
di scharge criteria for those ponds with the
exception of total suspended sedi nent.

Envi ronnment and C i mate Change Canada
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commented that the use should be restricted to
areas where the water would not enter the
aquati c receiving environment.

Baf fi nl and' s response indicated that their
Metal and Dianond M ning Effluent Regul ations
emer gency response plan allowed themto use
recycled water, provided that the effl uent
quality neets discharge criteria for
del et eri ous substances, with the exception of
total suspended sedi nent.

Environnent and d i mte Change Canada woul d
like to highlight that in the reference plan,
the use of restricted -- of recycled water is
restricted to areas that ultimately report to a
Metal and Di anond M ning Effluent Regul ations
facility.

The remai ni ng seven conments on the
proposed changes to the water |licence are still
there, and our final subm ssion outlines them
for the Board' s consideration.

E. WALKER That concludes -- sorry,
Eva Wal ker, Environnent and Cimate Change
Canada. That concl udes our presentation for
today. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you, ECCC, for your

present ati on.
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So next presenter is one of the Federal
departnents, is it? DFO?
PAUL HARPER, NI CHOLAS WASI LI K, Previously
Affirmed
Presentation by Departnent of Fisheries and
Cceans
P. HARPER Good norning. Thank you,
M. Chair. Paul Harper, Fisheries and Cceans.

So I'ma senior biologist with Fisheries
and Cceans, the fish and fish habitat
protection bio -- or program and I'mwth N ck
here, who is a biologist also in the sane
program \We're both based out of Yellowknife.
"Il be presenting on the two comments that
Fi sheries and Oceans had regarding the water
i cence renewal .

So the Federal Fisheries Act provides a
| egal basis for conserving and protecting fish
and fish habitat. The fish and fish habitat
provi sions of the Fisheries Act include a
prohi bition agai nst causing the death of fish
by nmeans other than fishing; a prohibition
agai nst harnfully altering, disrupting, or
destroying fish habitat; and fish habitat
I ncl udes pl aces where fish live, eat, and

reproduce. It includes a framework for the
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M nister to nmake decisions around the Fisheries
Act, and it includes powers to ensure the free
passage of fish and the protection of fish and
fish habitat with the respect of existing
obstructions such as cul verts.

So Fisheries and Cceans is in ongoing
regul atory processes with Baffinland, including
Fi sheries Act authorization process for
St eensby and actions regarding the existing
crossings on the Tote Road.

So with those other actions that DFO is
i nvol ved in, we have considered all of our
comments resolved with the commtnents that
were made during the technical neeting.

For Comment 1, Fisheries and Cceans had
requested a table of watercourse crossings, and
we had requested this table be added to the
surface water and aquati c ecosystem nmanagenent
pl an.

So Baffinland has proposed to update the
table, and DFO considers this resolved with the
commtnent that the plan will be updated w thin
six nonths of the water |icence issuance.

As we just heard from Envi ronnent Canada
and Cimate Change, ECCC, sedi nent and erosion

concerns have been identified as a concern. As
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Fi sheri es and Oceans has ongoi ng actions
rel ated to sedi nent and erosion concerns for
the process of the water |icence renewal, we
are satisfied with the commtnent to an erosion
and sedi nent control awareness training
program and Baffinland has commtted to
providing this training and having the program
in place for Q2 for the second quarter of 2025,
so DS -- DFOis satisfied wwth this comm tnent.

And with that, Fisheries and Oceans
considers all of the commtnents resol ved, and
we continue to work with Baffinland to ensure
that fish and fish habitat is protected on the
proj ect.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you, DFO, for your
present ati on.

| think we should take a 15-m nute break
before we go on to questioning. W'I|Il start
with Applicant, start questioning wth either
one of the three departnents.
( ADJ OURNMVENT)
THE CHAI R |"'msorry. | have to do
t he gavel or nobody woul d hear ne. Ckay.
Thank you for getting back to your seat from

t he br eak.
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Now we are right to questioning the Federa
departnents, three departnents, that had
intervention this norning. So | want to start
with the Applicant. |f you have any questions
to either three departnents, you may do so.
Thank you.

Questions for Nunavut Water Board by Conmunity
Represent ati ves

THE CHAI R Dd you want to say
sonet hi ng, Cal eb?

CALEB SANGOYA: Yes, for the Water Board.

There's sone areas especially at M| ne
Inl et that have not been studied. The water
that cones just before the Mary River site
around the building sites, there's a river from
a long tinme ago. The river has been there for
even before we were born. It's very horrible
water. |It's good water, but it causes diarrhea
to the children, and the skin is affected to
the children, and we don't know if there have
been studies regarding that water. It would be
good to find out.

We know that people that have gone there --
maybe people don't know that have gone by
there, and sone of the -- part of the river

fromthe side, it's called Sani ki suaq
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[ phonetic]. It's the river that goes -- cones
fromthe side to the river going down, so al

of the Traditional Know edges and changes to

t he environnment and changes to rivers and
stuff, I"mwondering if the Water Board or

per haps Baffinland or others would be able to
produce studies regarding that particul ar water
sour ce.

In 1985, the water was tested in Auyuittuk
[ phonetic], in that big | ake, and there's
sone -- there's sone crystals there as well,
and it may be -- in 1935 there was crystals
that were stuck, so sone Know edges are never
witten in reports.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Teresa, maybe, Karén, if
you could answer to Cal eb, Teresa or Karén?

T. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, | egal
counsel for the Nunavut \Water Board.

So with respect to i ssues on watercourses
for drinking water, so establishing whether or
not a particul ar watercourse neets drinking
wat er standards, that is not the Nunavut Water
Board's jurisdiction. The Governnent of
Nunavut Departnent of Health deals w th whether

or not a particular water source has good
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quality drinking water that is safe for people
to drink, and the Water Board doesn't do

I ndependent studi es of watercourses, but what
we can do is see whether or not the Governnent
of Nunavut -- if we can talk to you afterwards
about what water source it is, so if you can
give us the nane, wite it out for us, we can
follow up with the Governnent of Nunavut and
see whether or not there have been any studies
on that water body; and maybe if | can ook to
any of the Inuit Qaujimanitugangit experts that
are in the roomhere, whether or not they have
any information about that watercourse or know
what the Inuit say about that watercourse and
what m ght be the source of the problens on

t hat watercourse or that sort of thing. [I'll
stop there and leave it to the experts.

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

When you have tine, we'll give you tine.
We're going to let the Applicant respond to or
have questions to the presenters that just
cane. The general public wll have an
opportunity to speak once these -- have the
peopl e -- everybody that is here will have that

opportunity, but first we'll get the Applicant,
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that either three departnents, Federal
departnents fromtheir intervention. Thank
you.

You may start. Thank you.

Questions for Environnment and Cimte Change
Canada by Baffinland Iron M nes Corporation
L. KAMERVANS: Lou Kaner nmans,

Baffinl and. Thank you, M. Chair, and thanks
to all the Governnent of Canada departnents
that just presented.

We just have one, you know, itemwe'd |ike
to explore with Environnment and C i nmate Change
Canada in response to Techni cal Comment 3.
It's the one unresol ved issue that renmains
bet ween our two groups.

Morgan here will provide a technical
background, but first | just wanted to address
the issue at a higher level and, you know, | ust
in terns of managenent and the use of our
resources at site.

What we're tal king about is potentially
setting a threshold | evel in one of our
managenent pl ans, specifically the surface
wat er aquati c environnment managenent pl an,
| ooki ng at total suspended solids in waters

around the Tote Road. W typically | ook
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upstream and downstreamto try to determne if
there's a potential project effect occurring by
seeing if there's a difference between those
two points.

What we've found in practice is it's a
hi ghly variable environnent. It's -- and
there's a high potential for natura
sedi nentation even in that small area, and
Morgan wll talk nore on -- on sone of the
Issues with the criteria level; but froma
practical perspective, if we set ourselves up
wher e our approach to adaptive nmanagenent and,
you know, the thresholds we set is too |ow, and
it'"'s so lowthat it can't really distinguish
bet ween a project effect and -- and j ust
background noi se, then, you know, it has us
acting over and over and over agai n throughout
the year respondi ng to exceedances t hat
there -- there's -- we have a pretty high
confidence are not project-related and -- and
woul d have us comng to that conclusion, and
that kind of -- that affects the integrity of
our approach to adaptive managenent.

It needs to be set at a point that -- that
I's, you know, conscientious, we're aware of the

risk, but not so lowthat it's always being
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triggered that it doesn't really nean anything.
So I'l'l have Morgan speak nore to this and
perhaps nore plainly, but froma nanagenent
perspective, that's really what's driving our
concern, is that we would just be conducting

I nvestigati ons over and over again of sonething

that we don't have the data or the

understanding that -- to say it is a project
effect.
M SCHAUERTE: Mor gan Schauerte, Stantec

on behal f of Baffinland. Thank you, M. Chair.

To build off Lou's point, based on
operate -- observations at site within the
50-nmetre upstream and 100-netre downstream
nmeasur enment | ocations, rain events, especially
in the very unique environnent along the Tote
Road, can result in channelized flow that is
hi ghly variabl e between rain events and can
result in different pathways upstream and
downstream that can introduce natural erosional
effects into nonitored paraneters |ike TSS that
are not necessarily accounted for in the
proposed criteria by ECCC -- Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada.

To build off Lou's point, the proposed

limts could result in natural effects being
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repeatedly picked up in a nmanner that is not
protective of -- sorry, I'mtrying to -- in a
manner that isn't representative of site
i npact s.

The existing surface water aquatic
envi ronnment al program and adaptive managenent

pl an do account for this variability and

provi de pat hways for investigations and studies

as required if project-based inpacts are
observed al ong the Tote Road.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Appl i cant, do you stil
have further comments or questions to one of

the three Federal departnents?

T. NMEADOAS: M. Chair?
THE CHAI R: Go ahead, Teresa.
T. NMEADOWE: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Water Board. So perhaps Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada may have a comment.
THE CHAI R Yes. Yeah, | forgot
about that. Sorry. ECCC
S. FORTE: Sarah Forte with
Environnent and d i mate Change Canada.

Thank you for your clarifications. |

didn't perceive a question in that. It was
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nore of a comment. | think -- yeah, I'mstil
not in agreenent. | think |I had the inpression
you were trying to suggest in the -- the

150-nmetre stream spread upstream and downstream
of the culvert, there were |ikely other sources
so that the neasurenent downstream was
integrating a signal not only fromthe cul vert
but from ot her things.

| haven't seen that in the data that |

anal yzed, and so | think it's -- yeah, it's --
it's not -- the data doesn't denonstrate that,
and there's, like |I nentioned, 261 pairs of

data col |l ected over eight years, and, yeah, so

| -- yes. | still disagree. Yeah.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Appl i cant ?
M SCHAUERTE: Mor gan Schauerte, Stantec

on behal f of Baffinland. Thank you, M. Chair.
Thank you, Sarah, for your response.

Whil e we understand that there's a
di sagreenent on the criteria, we think given
this disagreenent and the fact that the -- the
Tot e Road managenent plan, as is currently
devel oped, is not part of the water |icence
pl ans as |isted but was devel oped as part of

t he environnmental managenent process with the
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Qkigtani Inuit Association, it is our opinion
that nore data needs to be gathered and
agreenent on criteria needs to be reached given
these conplexities, if and when the Tote Road
plan is ever appended to the -- to the surface
wat er aquati c environment program

Thank you, M. Chair. |I'mgoing to pass to
ny col | eague.
L. KAMERVANS: Lou Kaner mans,
Baf fi nl and. Thanks, Mrgan, and thanks, Sarah.

Yeah, just to really sinply build off of
what Morgan suggested, which is | think there
is an avenue for us to continue exploring this,
and that's through an update to the surface
wat er aquatic effects nonitoring program
think what we're saying is we can't conmt to
i ncluding specific criteria at this point, but
we wll |look at the data available to us, and
this is sonething we can consider in future
updates to the surface water aquatic effects
managenent plan. W just -- we don't want to
get ahead of ourselves. W want to nmake sure
that if we're going to insert a criteria into a
wat er |icence regulated plan, it's the right
criteria, and it achi eves both of our

i ntenti ons.
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So that woul d be our suggested path
forward, and that neans just not agreeing on a
criteria now but exploring this through that
process that's already set up under the water
|icence, which is to continually review, update
pl ans, submt themto the Water Board for
public review, and -- and to have the Water
Board approve that plan.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Do you have a response for that?

S. FORTE: Yeah, |i ke,
Environnment -- oh, sorry, Sarah Forte with
Environnent and d i mate Change Canada.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada wi | |
be happy to, you know, if we have the capacity,
revi ew t hose plans when you update them but
for this water |icence, we would reconmend t hat
it -- it be appended with the CCM -- using the
CCMVE guideline as a trigger because though
if -- if in the future you present data that
suggests that that guideline is not appropriate
for site for various reasons, we can eval uate
that, but until such time, that's the -- the
guideline that is -- seens relevant to us at

this point.
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L. KAMERMANS: Lou Kamer mans,
Baf fi nl and. Thank you, M. Chair. Thanks,
Sar ah.

W will provide sonme -- an update in our
di sposition table when we submt that to the
Board but also for the record want to reiterate
we -- we do have concerns with integrating a
criteria at this point before it's been
verified and supported, and -- and we
specifically don't support the Canadi an Counci

M nisters of the Environnent criteria that's

bei ng suggested, but we'll provide nore details
in -- in our subm ssion.

Thanks.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Okay. Do you have any other questions to

one of -- either of the Federal departnents?
L. KAMERVANS: Lou Kaner mans,
Baf f i nl and.

No further questions for any of the
Governnent of Canada presenters.

Thank you.
Di scussi on
THE CHAI R Okay. Thank you.

| want to ask the Inuit -- QKkiqgtani Inuit

Association if you have questions to either
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three Federal departnents interventions?
Pl ease come forward.
J. OITENHCF: Thank you, M. Chair.
Jared Otenhof for the Qkiqgtani Inuit
Associ ati on.

We have no questions at this tinme. Thank
you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

| want to ask the three -- either three
Federal departnents if you have questions anong
your departnents, one of the departnents?
Sorry. | did -- kind of m xed up this norning.
| tried the idea we were goi ng through | ast
night, so | took the page out of ny agenda.
That's ny mstake. That's okay. Maybe Teresa
got ne a bit here.

Thank you.
T. MEADOWS: Do any of the Federal
fam |y have questions for any of their other
col | eagues?
THE CHAI R: Just come forward to the
m crophone for the record, please.
T. NEADOWS: Yeah, please state that
on the record. It's different than ne seeing
you have no questi ons.

A. KEI M Thank you, M. Chair.
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Andrew Kei m on behal f of the Federal famly,
Nakugm k.
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

So nmaybe over to the Board staff.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, M. Chair.
St ephani e Autut, Nunavut WAter Board.

| amgoing to ask Teresa to take the mc.
She has questions for the Federal governnent.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Now ( OTHER LANGUAGE SPOKEN). ©Ch, you have

one. GCkay. Sorry. Teresa.
Questions for Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs by Nunavut Water Board Staff
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So, M. Chair, | just have a question for
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada with respect to the annual -- the
security managenent agreenent and the annual
security review provisions that are under the
exi sting part of Part C and Schedule C of the
licence. I'mjust trying to get clear sort of
the timng of events.

So it's ny understanding that it's
contenplated that the Q kiqgtani Inuit
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Associ ation, the Applicant, and
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada are contenplating entering into a
security nmanagenent agreenent after this
hearing cl oses but before the Mnister's
decision is rendered, and the question that

rai ses for the Board is sinply confirmation
that at this hearing and for this application,
no changes are contenplated or requested by the
parties to the existing security provisions
under Part C and Schedule C of the licence. So
that's ny understanding, and |'mjust seeking
confirmation from Crown-I ndi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs Canada.

A. KEI M H, there. Andrew Keim
on behal f of Cl RNAC.

Cl RNAC believes that all parties working
together in good faith to finish the SMA, we do
not expect any changes to Schedule C, and we
are dedicated to having this done in time for
the Mnister's signature of the licence. W

wi Il do our very, very best.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Ter esa.
T. NEADOWS: Thank you for the answer,

M. Keim and thank you, M. Chair. Those are
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my questions to the Federal famly.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Now I' Il open up for public. You can
approach the m crophone. Soneone fromthe
audi ence had a question. You can approach the
m cr ophone.

Questions for Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs, Environnment and Cinmate
Change Canada, and Departnent of Fisheries and
Cceans by Community Representatives

LLOYD | DLOUT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Thank you, Water Board. Thank you,

Chai rperson. | have questions for the three

Federal departnents.

"' mwondering if you -- if you had -- thank

you for your research and your presentation.
"' mwondering if you guys had -- when you, |
guess, envisioned the type that you were
| ooking at, I'mwondering if you had people
from Nunavut or |ndigenous Traditiona
Know edge- Hol ders with you while you were at
the sites? That's ny question.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Ckay. Stephanie?
S. AUTUT: Thank you, M. Chair.

So | believe you may wish to ask the
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Federal authorities to cone to the table and

provi de a response.

THE CHAI R Yeah.

LLOYD | DLQUT: They don't have to, if
they nod or - it's up -- if you -- it's up to
you.

THE CHAI R: Go ahead.

S. AUTUT: Thank you.

Yeah, for the purposes of the accurate

record, we'll just get themto cone to the mc.
Thank you.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Go ahead, DFO

P. HARPER So Paul Harper, Fisheries

and Cceans.

While the others are conferring, our fish
and fish habitat programvisited Steensby
wi t hout a representative from Nunavut or
I ndi genous communi ties, but our science team
has cone up and does have conmunity prograns
where they go to sites, and they are working
with the Inuit, so we have a m xed. W do
attend sites with folks that are local fromthe
communities as well as visit wthout.
THE CHAI R Go ahead.
LLOYD | DLQOUT: Thank you, |ksivautaa.

So with their request, you didn't have
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peopl e from Nunavut? Especially for this
heari ng, you didn't have anyone?

THE CHAI R: Go ahead.

P. HARPER Paul Har per.

Not specifically for this hearing, no.
THE CHAI R: Go ahead, ECCC.

S. FORTE: Sarah Forte with
Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.

Thank you for the question. Environnent
and Cimte Change Canada did not have any
peopl e from Nunavut | ooking at this
application. Qur -- the little box we fit in
is looking at it froma scientific perspective,
and we rely on the Qkiqgtani Inuit Association
and people like you fromthe communities to
provi de the Indi genous perspective because
that's not our specialty, but I would like to
say that they are both inportant and necessary,
bot h perspecti ves.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Do you have any nore questions?

LLOYD | DLOUT: Thank you, M. Chair.
Like | said yesterday, we still have
I ssues. Like, well -- like Caleb said, the

HTGs are, | guess, Know edge-Hol ders | ook after

t he environment and animals or so on. I n
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hearings |like these, in the future, | guess,

| -- and especially for now, too, when, |

guess, there's going to be gl obal devel opnent,
[nuit -- or, sorry, Indigenous Know edge-

Hol ders shoul d be present at any research to
have -- for the people of Nunavut to be, |
guess, properly heard. Their voice and
concerns and their -- their know edge shoul d be
used at hearings like this.

It just seens like our Inuit rights are

just being -- not -- not being used. It seens
like. | can't prove it. It sure seens |ike
it. W have -- I'msure we have restrict --
restrictions in |lakes, rivers. |I'mnot -- |ike

| said, we have technical difficulties
addressing these or getting nore information,
so |' m suggesti ng now sonehow t hat | ndi genous
Tradi ti onal Know edge- Hol ders be used in the
future or if you have tine.

Li ke, Baffinland nentioned David | ngaurt.
I f people can be present like that, Elders. W
have | ocal El ders that had comments, too, but
t hose El ders shoul d have a technical advi sor,
too. People of Nunavut, this -- this Nunavut
Wat er Board hearing, | think -- | feel that

peopl e of Nunavut should be nore technically --
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techni cal Iy hel ped.

| thank you, QA, for your -- for your
help, but I -- I feel that we need our voices
heard nore fromthe inpacts of gl obal
devel opnent. It seens -- us -- the
Know edge- Hol ders sees different views from
scientific findings. |It's always hard to try
and m x the two together, Know edge-Hol ders and
science -- scientific findings. It's always
hard and hard to voice our know edge, our --
how -- trying to protect our |and and
envi ronnent from gl obal devel opnent is newto
us, and we're find it -- we're finding it
difficult to protect our land, our animals. So
that being said, | wish for people,

Know edge- Hol ders, Traditional Know edge-
Hol ders, | ndi genous Know edge- Hol ders to be
part of the hearing.

Like -- like, we just had a few El ders

talk. Here we are -- here is Baffinland for --
appl yi ng for Nunavut Water Board. Nunavut.
Al -- all the communities of Nunavut will be
i npacted -- nmay be inpacted wth Baffinland' s
project. W have fish areas, river -- rivers
wll -- may be. Like | said, they will be

i npacted. To try and at |east reduce the
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I npacts or elimnate the inpacts, Traditional
Know edge- Hol ders shoul d be wel | -represent ed.

Li ke, others have technical advisors that we
don't have yet. W're trying to work on it,

but we're still learning how to use -- properly
use the people that have, | guess, nore

resource than we do, and with that, thank you.

Thank you for your tine. | may have nore --
wel |, we al ways have grow ng concerns,
questions, and that's all | have to say for
ri ght now.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Cl RNA.
A. KEI M Thank you, M. Chair. On

behal f of CIRNAC, while | can't answer the full
scope of the question that was just asked, what
| can say on behalf of CI RNAC and on behal f of
t he organi zation that we represent, we take
[nuit Qaujimanitugangit very seriously. W
follow the -- the principles.

Two of the three inspectors that go to
Baf fi nl and every year are beneficiaries and did
all the training that was required for themto
go. They work closely with the environnental

staff on site with Baffinland who are nostly
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been -- not nostly, half beneficiaries, and I
know t hat we work very, very closely with QA
who are there to ensure that Inuit rights and
Tradi ti onal Know edge are the | ens through
whi ch we focus our science, as we say.

So while | can't say that we've -- we're
answeri ng every concern that was brought
forward in that just now W are, as a group,
doi ng our very, very best to nmake sure that the
public's concerns are being addressed every
time we go up and every -- every tinme we have
t hese public neetings.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.

Fromthe public, Caleb.

CALEB SANGOYA: Cal eb. Thank you
M. Chairman. Cal eb Sangoya.

Even though I work for Pond Inlet and the
fact that I|'"'ma resident of Pond Inlet, I tend
to coment nore about issues regarding
Baf fi nl and, the governnent, and to everyone in
general, and | think nost of these people know
who |l am I'ma traditional Inuk, and | |ive
here in this community.

As | nmentioned earlier, like, | know but

it's safe to be concerned about DFO staff
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nmenber in 1935, like, you should have results
fromsanpling that was done in 1935, and when
you don't have all of the facts, you only
comment about the few things. Wat about where
are the Inuit? They -- these are not people
aski ng [phonetic], but | like the comments that
were made by sone fellow I nuk, and whenever
peopl e nmention any Traditional Know edge in the
agreenents and when you nmake a request, so any
Tradi ti onal Know edge will not even be
considered. It seens |like we're just only
bei ng rubber-stanped when we're di scussing
about water issues.

The topic is water issues, and the Mary
Ri ver area, we want the waters to be pristine
and continue to be pristine. That's what we've
been working on, and the children of the
Federal governnment, like, so | want themto
respond. They forgot, like, the water fromthe
reservoir is drunk. The Inuit have to drink
the water fromthe reservoir, and sonetines you
have -- there's a boil-water advisory, and
that -- like, the governnent -- the
governnment's grandchildren who are in town
sonetines seemto forget.

Like, if you're going to approve water
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usage for Baffinland, then it -- requests of
the comunities should be adhered to, like, the
Nunavut Water Board. Like, our water here is
worse than the water at the mne site, that
there's sone | akes identified where people are
restricted fromdrinking the waters. Sone
ot her communities have even nore worse dri nking
wat er, so please do not forget.

Li ke, when the election tine cones, the
Federal election cones, please renenber. Like,
you voters please renenber that we're not

rubber - st anped, but please ...

THE CHAI R kay. Qujannamik. |
think we -- all of us got the nessage, but
we're referring to the water at Mary River.

We're not dealing with the water in Pond Inlet.
W' re tal king about Mary River, even though

we're in Pond Inlet. W're referring to the
waters at the mne site, not Pond Inlet.

Are there any nore comments fromthe Inuit?

Joshua.

JOSHUA KATSAK: My nanme is Joshua Kat sak
fromPond Inlet. |'"ma hunter and al so |
represent -- the comunity represented with
QA

My question is | wonder if there's been
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actual nonitoring taken in the terrestrial?
Not because we want -- we have been -- we're
native to that area because while we were out
cari bou hunting, that has -- we have seen
things that we -- which we are not searching
for.

For exanple, during sumertine, |ike,
there's sonme slunp on -- on the ground I|ike
about a foot. It's -- it's apparently
sl unpi ng. Anyone can find out that permafrost
is melting.

And al so during the wnter, we have seen
like Caleb -- Caleb was relating to a story
where (OTHER LANGUAGE SPOKEN) there was |ots of
grasses in that area, and there's a thernal
wat er underneath the ground. It's very
shallow, but it will not freeze even during the
wi nter, and also just before Qanniqgtalik area,
there's another hot spring. There are two
rivers at site, and they seemto be flow ng
fromthe Arctic Bay area. They're flow ng,
both of them even in winter, and one can
specul ate maybe if -- if -- and the fact that
sonme of the water is -- cannot freeze, so it
makes you wonder if there are any safety

i ssues, and beyond Mary River, Aksayuuk Pass
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[ phonetic] in juupa [phonetic] across the |ake,
| i ke, sonetimes when you' re out caribou hunting
in that area, you see sone snoke arising from
the hot springs, and when you drop by the area,
you can see the ground. Even in during --
during the winter, the ground is all nelting,
and sonetinmes it periodically freezes over.
Sonetinmes it doesn't. And there is sonme areas
of hot springs inthe -- in that area. And in
-- during sonetinmes the river is actually
flowng fromthose hot springs, and if there is
-- or other areas such as though where the
permafrost's nelting, it mght affect the

rail way crossing.

Has nonitoring ever been taken in regards
to those hot springs? Like, we have not been
searching for these hot springs, but we see
t hem when we're out on the | and.

|"mnot really sure. Like, | have tried to
sanple themto see if they're actually warm or
they remain unthawed during the winter, even
t hough they're cold to touch, when you touch
it, but they don't freeze. Maybe the
departnment of environnment are aware of the
situation and during the winter when the river

is flow ng from underground.
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Li ke, I have observed them even though |
was trying to nmake sone tea, and | -- the --
| i ke, once the water has settled inside the
teapot, the -- part of the sedinent sinks to
the bottom of the kettle, and it becane white
in colour, like gray and white. That's
sonet hing that | found out.

And al so during the summertine, when | was
cari bou hunting, | went for a rest in that hot
springs area, |ike, sonetines the water is
al ways freezing as it flows downstream Like,
even though there's a gl acier underneath the
ground, and there's a hunp. |It's kind of
yell ow sh in colour, and |I thought that was
kind of strange when | passed by. | stopped ny
Ski-Doo. Like, it was a white sand. Maybe a
sulphur. It was quite large. It could be
sul phur. Maybe it was over a netre long, Iike,
a lunp of sand turned out, |ike, apparently was
generated fromthe hot springs from
under gr ound.

| was wondering if it was sul phur, and
per haps Environnent Canada, Departnent of the
Envi ronnent has conduct nonitoring on that, or
can they conduct nonitoring in that area?

Thank you.
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THE CHAI R I f CI RNAC can respond or
Cl i mat e Change Canada can respond to that
guesti on?

S. FORTE: Sarah Forte with

Envi ronnment and C i mate Change Canada.

Thank you very nuch for this question.

It's interesting to hear. | was not aware of
t hose hot springs, and I -- | don't know that
they are studied by the -- in our departnent or

t hey have been identified, so because | don't
know them | don't know if the white/yell ow
sand you saw was sul phur, but | agree wth your
assessnent. It nost |ikely was because that's

a common mneral that gets deposited in hot

spri ngs.

THE CHAI R Thank you. Teresa --
St ephani e.

S. AUTUT: Thank you, M. Chair.

St ephani e Autut, Nunavut Water Board.

M. Chair, we may want to ask the Applicant

I f they have any observations related to the
guestion and the comments just posed that they

would |i ke to address at this tine?

THE CHAI R Ckay. Applicant, go
ahead.
L. KAMERMANS: Lou Kamer mans,
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Baf fi nl and. Thank you, M. Chair, and thanks,
Joshua, for the question and for sharing the
know edge as wel | .

|'"d have to do a deep dive into our studies
fromour original inpact statenent, but |I've
never been made aware of any hot springs in
the -- the Mary River Project area, although
I"d like to visit them

| believe you al so asked a question about
permafrost and the railway and safety.

So high -- or railways in Canada are very
hi ghly regul ated, and Transport Canada has --
has set very high standards for the safety of
rai l ways, and our engi neers, SYSTRA, has hel ped
us engineer the railway that we're proposing to
buil d between the mne site and Steensby Port,
and we' ve conpl et ed several geotechnica
drilling prograns over the years to investigate
nostly where the bridges will be |ocated so
that we can ensure the pilings will either go
into bedrock or that they won't be located in
very ice-rich areas of the permafrost al ong the
al i gnnment .

Protecting the pernmafrost and avoi di ng
settlenent is -- is a big priority for the

construction of the railway. Settlenent can --
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can cause real safety issues, so we've taken a
| ot of care to design the railway so that it

won't inpact the permafrost underneath it.

I[t'll maintain the integrity of -- of the
permafrost, and part of that, like | said, is
avoi ding areas that are -- we know are ice-rich

by sanpling them beforehand and just also in
how we build the railway itself and where we
pl ace the ballast and -- and how nuch bal | ast
and crushed rock is placed underneath the rai
bed.

And we'll nonitor this throughout the life
of the project. W'IIl have what's called
therm stors enbedded at key points along the
railway that will nonitor the -- the |evel of
permafrost, and then there will also be
speci al i zed equi pnent we use on the railway
that can -- it can -- it can read whether the
railway has settled even a mllinetre over, you
know, very long distances. So, again, this is
sonet hing we take very seriously, and -- and we
will be nonitoring and -- and ensuring that

we're operating a safe railway.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R St ephani e.
S. AUTUT: Thank you, M. Chair.
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St ephani e Autut, Nunavut WAter Board.

We can al so confirmthat Natural Resources
Canada, who has a mandate to assess and nonitor
permafrost, did participate in the original
NI RB environnmental assessnent hearings and the
original Water Board |icences process and did
do the assessnents on permafrost and indicated
no concerns at that tine; and as nonitoring is
part of their mandate, we're confident that
that process is still underway within their
organi zation, but we can confirmthat they did
participate in the assessnent and identified no
| ong-term i npacts.

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Are there any nore questions?

| don't see any hands rai sed, and now we're
end with the questions, and the Federal
gover nnent departnent already nmade their
presentati on.

And, Cal eb, you want to say suppl enentary
conment s.

CALEB SANGOYA: Thank you for conducti ng
the hearing here in Pond Inlet,
M. Chai r person.

You nentioned we were tal king about Mary
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River. W're not dealing with the Pond Inl et

I ssues, |like -- but we should al so be aware
that the people of Pond Inlet can conment about
t hem al ways about Mary River. Like, we have a
chance to speak, and yet our concerns are being
ignored. That is not how Traditional Know edge
wor ks.

THE CHAI R If there are no nore
guestions, we're going to go for lunch and cone
back here at 1:30. Like, we wll give the
staff nmenbers here the tine to prepare, and if
you want to converse with each other, by al
nmeans. We're conducting a public hearing.

Like, we will be adjourning the session |ater

today. We will return at 1:30.

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTI L 1: 30 PM EDT
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Proceedi ngs taken at

Pond | nl et, Nunavut

Pond Inlet Community Hall,

March 12, 2025

NUNAVUT WATER BOARD
L. Toonmasie
U. Puki gnak
E. Baddal oo

Af t er noon Sessi on

Chair of Hearing
Panel Menber
Panel Menber

NUNAVUT WATER BOARD STAFF

S. Autut
K. Kharat yan

B. Kogvi k

A. Jan

R Hunter

T. Meadows

(Vi a Renote Vi deo)
Z. Bliss

Executive Director
Director of Techni cal
Servi ces

Director of Board

Adm ni stration and
Conmruni cat i ons
Techni cal Advi sor

Li cenci ng Admi ni strator

Legal Counsel

Meadows Law, OCbserver
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PROPONENT

BAFFI NLAND | RON M NES CORPORATI ON

M Lord- Hoyl e

L. Kanmer mans
P. Quassa
J. Tigullaraqg

E. Lut her

M Schauerte

C. Sangoya
P. Enooagok
C. Kowbel |

Vi ce President,
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent
and Health, Safety,
Envi r onnent

Seni or Director,
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent
Speci al Advi sor

Head of Northern Affairs
Seni or Manager,

Regul atory Affairs

St ant ec, Techni cal

Advi sor

Pond Inlet, Inuit

Knowl edge- Hol der

Pond Inlet, Inuit

Knowl edge- Hol der

Legal Counsel

(Vi a Renote Video)

W Bowden
S. Borcsok

Swenson

K. Kuchapsk

Envi ronnment Manager
Appr oval s Manager
Envi r onnent
Superi nt endent

M nnow Techni cal Advi sor
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| NTERVENORS
QUKI QTANI I NUI' T ASSQOCI ATI ON

A. Kubei si nova Manager, Regul atory
Revi ew
J. Otenhof Director, Q kiqtan

Nunal iriji kkut

A. MacDonal d The Firelight Goup

R Nesbitt Hut chi nson Envi r onnent al
Sci ences Ltd.

J. Cavallo LG Limted

C. Shef man Legal Counsel

(Vi a Renote Vi deo)

K. Scott The Firelight Goup
J. Carnman LG Limted
M Kay LG Limted

CROMA- | NDI GENOUS RELATI ONS AND NORTHERN AFFAI RS

A. Keim Manager, Water Resources

L. Perrin Wat er Managenent
Speci al i st

J. McHattie Legal Counse

(Vi a Renote Vi deo)
J. Croston Techni cal Expert,
At ki nsRéal i s
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ENVI RONMENT AND CLI MATE CHANGE CANADA
E. Wal ker Manager, Environnental
Assessnment G oup

S. Forte Water Quality Anal yst

(Vi a Renote Vi deo)

R Ni ssen Alr Quality Anal yst

R Ej eckam M ni ng Expert

J. Kassar Envi ronnment al Assessnent
Oficer

J. Hol I man Envi ronnment al Assessnent
Oficer

FI SHERI ES AND OCEANS CANADA

P. Har per Seni or Bi ol ogi st
N. Wasilik Regul atory Revi ew
Bi ol ogi st

(Vi a Renote Video)
C. Kovachi k Regul atory Revi ew

Bi ol ogi st

HAMLET OF HALL BEACH
A. Qammmani g Community Representative

J. Kaernerk Community Representative
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1 HAMLET OF | GLOOLI K

2 A. Attagutal ukut uk Community Representative
3 L. 1dlout Community Representative
4 N. Piugattuk Community Representative
5

6 HAMLET OF POND | NLET

7 J. Katsak Community Representative
8 B. Merkosak Community Representative
9
10 | NTERPRETORS/ TRANSLATORS
11 R Kat sak I nuktitut Language
12 Transl at or
13 T. Arnakal | ak | nuktitut Language
14 Transl at or

15

16 J. King, CSR(A) Oficial Court Reporter
17 C. Coonber Sound Techni ci an

18

19 ( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMVENCED AT 3: 45 PM EDT)
20 THE CHAI R Good day. W can start
21 again for the things that need to be done. |
22 think we're all ready to go. W can reconvene
23 now fromall this extra work being resol ved.
24 So I'll have Teresa go through -- go
25 t hrough the procedure at the nonent.
26 Thank you.
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Di scussi on

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So, M. Chair, it's my understandi ng that
all -- with all the hard work of the parties
who are here, that there are three updated
docunents that are proposed to be filed, and
t hose updated docunents really summarize the
comm tments and resolution of issues that has
been put forward and agreed to by vari ous
I ntervenors.

So the first docunent is an updated water
|icence -- draft water |icence franework, an
updated commtnents |list, and updated response
to comments. Those docunents are being
circulated electronically as we speak.

So for this part of the unschedul ed part of
t he agenda, what we propose to do is have
Baf fi nl and present a quick summary of the
di fferences between the docunments that were
previously filed and the updates, so high-Ievel
focus on the updates; then we will nove to the
parties to inquire as to whether or not they
have accepted the agreenents that are recorded

wi thin those docunents in terns of the updates;
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and then we wll nove to closing statenents of
the parties. And, M. Chair, | also invite
parties, if there are objections to any of the
updates or if there's disagreenent still or
unresol ved i ssues, | encourage those parties to
ei ther raise themwhen we go to themafter the
updat ed docunents have been presented for
filing and described by Baffinland, or if they
woul d rather table those discussions for their
closing statenents, that's also fine. They can
al so reference the resolutions that they have
cone to and any unresolved issues in their
closing statenents as wel|.

| would also like to rem nd parties that at
the end of the closing statenents, | wll be
inquiring as to whether or not the parties are
prepared to close the record, and what that
means is fromthis time forward, if the record
Is closed, no further evidence or docunentation
will be provided to the Board for
consi deration, and the application wll be
remtted to the panel for a decision.

So, M. Chair, wwth that, | would suggest
that we turn to Baffinland to wal k us through
the three docunents that are currently being

circulated, which are updates to previously
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filed docunentation with the Board.

Thank you, M. Chair. Those are ny
procedural nmatters.
THE CHAI R Thank you. Thank you,
Ter esa.

Appl i cant, go ahead.
Subm ssions by Baffinland Iron M nes
Cor porati on
E. LUTHER: Thank you, M. Chair.
El i sabet h Lut her, Baffinland.

The first docunent that we submtted is the
di sposition table, which includes a final round
of technical coments fromreviewers and
Baf fi nl and's responses, which were submtted on
February 21st. In that docunent, we have
updated the resolution status as well|l as added
new conmtnents to reflect the discussions that
have happened this week. The details that have
been added in this docunent, |I'll provide a
sunmary as | go through the other two
docunent s.

So the next docunent is the conm tnent
register, and thanks to all parties for the
very productive discussions that happened in
the past few weeks and past two days. W have

been able to add new comm t nents nunbered
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Comm tment 26 to 38.

So if we start with Environnment and Cimate
Change Canada, we added Commitnent Nunber 26 in
response to their Comment Nunber 4 where
Baf fi nl and proposes to assess the potenti al
I npacts of pit devel opnent on | ocal permafrost
i n hydrogeol ogi cal regi nes before devel opi ng
the pit to help define final closure
requirenents.

We al so added Commitnent 27 in response to
Environnent and C i mate Change Canada Conment
Nunmber 3 where Baffinland plans to conduct a
review of the Tote Road nonitoring program data
to confirmthe natural variability. W wll
share this data with Environnment Canada, which
we'll use to build a trend of the total
suspended solid criteria to be inplenented.

Baf fi nl and acknow edges that Environnent
Canada has not accepted this comm tnent as
fully resolving their comment; however, we
believe this is an adequate path forward that
bal ances our desire to find consensus with
Envi ronnent Canada whil e havi ng consi derati on
of the unique -- unique sandy site-specific
conditions in the Tote Road.

Next, for Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 351

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

Northern Affairs, we added three new
comm tnents and updated an existing conm tnent.

In response to Crown-I ndi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs Comrent Nunber 4, we added
the Comm tnent Nunber 28 where Baffinl and
proposes to conduct a review of dustfall data
and updat e associ at ed managenent pl ans as
required.

We added Commitnent 29 in response to
Comment Nunber 8 where Baffinland will update
the interimclosure and reclamation plan to
I nclude soil-o0il sedinents containing
site-related contam nants that pose a risk to
human heal t h.

Baf fi nl and and Crown-I ndi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs will work together on the
definition and criteria of "contam nants" to be
integrated in the plan.

In -- in response To Comment 11 from
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs, Baffinland updated the Conm t nent
Number 4 where we included the proposed clinate
change projections to be considered in our next
thermal nodel, which is SSP-1, 2, and 5.

And, finally, in response to Comment 16, we

added Comm t ment Nunber 30 where we propose to
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undertake pit water quality nodel in 2025.

In response to comments fromthe Q ki gtan
I nuit Association, we have added ei ght
conm t ment s.

Commi t nent 31 was added in response to the
first coment fromQKkigtani Inuit Association
in which Baffinland will develop a one-tine
menor andum t hat i ncl udes aquatic nonitoring
I nformati on.

Comm tnment 32, also in response to Comment
Nunmber 2, Baffinland will include a rationale
when professional judgnent is used.

Commitnment 33 in response to Conment Nunber
2, Baffinland will update the aquatic effects
noni toring plan to include event-based wat er
qual ity nonitoring.

Commitnment 34 was nade in response to the
Q kiqgtani Inuit Association Coment Nunber 6
where Baffinland will collect suppl enental
aquatic nonitoring data al ong the Steensby
conmponent .

Comm t ment 35 was done in response to
Comment Nunber 7 where Baffinland commts to
col l ecting suppl enental baseline at four
hydronetric nonitoring stations al ong the

St eensby rail way.
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Comm tment 36 was nade in response to
Comments 11 and 17 where Baffinland will update
the aquatic effects nonitoring programto
provi de quantifiable triggers leading to nan --
adapti ve managenent action.

Comm tment 37 was nmade in response to
Comments 14 and 15 where Baffinland wl|
provide a one-tine subm ssion of raw data on
sedi nent and water quality in Sheardown and
Canp catchnent areas.

And, finally, Comm tnent 38 was added in
response to Comment 16, and Baffinland w ||
provi de engi neering designs related to the
Kil onetre 105 dam 60 days before the start of
constructi on.

So these are all the new comm tnents that
have been added in the register.

And now for the third and final exhibit, we
subm tted an updated water |icence franmework.
We've only made three updates since the |ast
subm ssion. The first one is located in
Part E, Item5. As agreed wth Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada in response to their
Comments 5-6, we clarified the areas on the
project site where water use for dust

suppressi on does not have to neet total

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 354

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

suspended solid discharge criteria.

And the |l ast two updates were nade in
Part B, Item 17, and Schedule B, Item 1(g)-14
whi ch were to correct sonme errors to align with
reconmendations fromthe Q kiqgtani |nuit
Associ ations, and that concl udes the
description of our three exhibits.

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Ter esa.
T. NEADOWG: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So it's ny understanding that there were
sonme out standi ng questions to the Q ki gtan
Inuit Association in terns of confirm ng and
reporting back to the Board in terns of the
resolution of sone of the issues, so if
Baf fi nl and has any out standi ng questions
remai ning on that front, please pose those now,
and then | will poll the parties.

Thank you, Madam Chair -- or M. Chair.

Sorry.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Ckay.
M LORD- HOYLE: Quj annam k. Megan
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Lord- Hoyl e with Baffinl and.

Baf fi nl and and Q A have had ongoi ng
di scussions regarding their technical coments,
and we're pleased to report we have found
consensus on the itens that QA identified as
out standi ng yesterday. W're asking QA to
confirmthat their coments are now resolved in
relation to the water |icence.

As Baffinland provided in our presentation,
Baf fi nl and supports the Inuit stewardship
program and understands it is a val uable
initiative to add to the existing nultifaceted
prograns to incorporate Inuit feedback and
I nuit Qaujimanitugangit into our project.
Those incl ude engagenent with the Q ki gtan
I nuit Association and other |nuit organizations
t hrough the Nunavut | npact Review Board and
Nunavut Water Board regul atory processes,
Baf fi nl and communi ty engagenent prograns, the
[nuit Qaujimanitugangit framework, our adaptive
managenent plan, and full-time Inuit staff
positions in each comunity dedicated to
I ncorporation of Inuit Qaujinmanitugangit and
t he project.

Baf fi nl and and QQ A have now agreed to

devel op a nmenorandum of understandi ng for the
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I nuit stewardship programthat would cone into
effect upon the financial close of the Steensby
expansi on.

W have al so agreed on wording for Part B,
[tem 17, and Schedule B, along with
Comm tnent 27 that will require Baffinland to
consi der outcones for the Inuit stewardship
pl an and assessnents.

Baf fi nl and understands that Q A technica
comments relating to Inuit Qaujimnitugangit,
Inuit water rights, lInuit engagenent, and
cunul ative effects. Specifically, the QA
comment -- or, sorry, the Qkigtani Inuit
Associ ati on Conments nunbered 24 and 27 through
to Conment 37 are now considered resol ved.
These are the technical comments with reverted
resol ution status provided by QA in their
February 28th, 2025, letter to the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

Can Q A please confirmthat is also their
understanding, and then | will have two other
guestions. Qujannam ik.

THE CHAI R Thank you. QA, go
ahead.
Questions for Qkigtani Inuit Association by

Baf fi nl and Iron M nes Corporation
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A. KUBEI SI NOVA: Thank you, M. Chair.
Assol Kubei sinova, Q kiqtani Inuit Association.

Yes, we confirm Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Appl i cant.
M LORD- HOYLE: Can Q A al so pl ease

confirmthe followi ng: That all
recommendations offered by the Qkiqgtani |nuit
Association in relation to Technical Comment 24
and 27 to 37 during the presentati on nade by
the Qkiqgtani Inuit Association yesterday are
now resol ved by Comm tnent 27, the revised
wording for Part B, Item 17, and Schedul e B of
the water |icence, as well as Baffinland's
agreenent related to the Inuit stewardship
pr ogr anf

Further to this, the QA is no |onger
recommendi ng any ot her changes to the licence
relating to Inuit Qaujimanitugangit and the
cunul ative effects framework? Qujannamik.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Q A, go ahead.
A. KUBEI SI NOVA: Thank you, M. Chair.
Assol Kubei sinova, Q kigtani Inuit Association.

Yes, we confirm

Thank you, M. Chair.
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THE CHAI R Thank you.

Appl i cant, go ahead.

M LORD- HOYLE: Thank you. Megan
Lord- Hoyl e, Baffinl and.

| don't think | did that last tine. Sorry.

Wth respect to Qkiqtani Inuit Association
Techni cal Comments 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 11, 14, 15,
16, and 17, Baffinland has provi ded additi onal
information or commtnents as described in the
updat ed di sposition table.

Based on this agreenent, can Q A pl ease
confirmthat each of those technical review
comments are now considered fully resol ved?

In summary, this brings the total to 36 of
37 comments received resolved. QujannaniiKk.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

QA do you have a response?

A. KUBEI SI NOVA: Thank you, M. Chair
Assol Kubei sinova Q kiqgtani Inuit Association
Yes, we confirmthat as well.
Thank you, M. Chair.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Ter esa.
Pol ling of Intervenors
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
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Wat er Board.

So | would now like to turn to polling the
parties with respect to any objections that
they mght have in relation to entering those
three exhibits that are being proposed. The
Board's normal practice is we mark those
exhibits to discuss them and then we poll the
parties to determine if there are any
objections to entering the docunents on the
record. So if | can have the Qkiqtani Inuit
Associ ation confirm whether or not they have
any objections to filing these three exhibits?
C. SHEFMAN: Thank you very nuch,
panel nenbers. Corey Shefnman, |egal counsel
for the Qkiqgtani Inuit Association

The Q kiqgtani Inuit Association has no
objection to the three docunents being entered
as exhibits. Thank you.

T. MEADONG: Thank you. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut \Water
Board. Thank you, M. Chair.

And if | can have the |egal counsel for DQJ
to cone forward. | also would -- because the
Q kigtani Inuit Association has already been
t hrough whether or not they agree that the

di sposition table is accurate, |I wll not ask
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them for that again, but if | can have your
clients, as well, cone up to the table and
confirm-- or up to the m crophone and confirm
whet her or not they (a) agree that the
di sposition table accurately reflects the
agreenent on the outstanding issues and the
resol ved i ssue, recognizing that Environnment
and i mate Change Canada has indi cated,
according to the disposition table, that not
all their issues are conpletely resolved by the
comm tnents, so whether or not you agree the
di sposition table accurately reflects the
agreenent of -- and outstanding i ssues and,
secondly, whether or not there are any
obj ections to the exhibits being entered into
t he public hearing record.

Thank you, M. Chair.
J. MCHATTI E: Okay. Thank you. Joseph
McHatti e, counsel for Canada.

| would just like to ask for five mnutes
to confer and di scuss these changes, and then
we'll conme back to you. Acceptable?

Ckay. Thank you, M. Chair.
T. NEADOWG: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut

Wat er Board.
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|'"'mgetting the sense that there's
sonet hing that Baffinland wi shes to share at
this point? Ah, there's a clarification, so
bef ore we grant the adjournnment, perhaps we can
get the clarification on the record.

M LORD- HOYLE: Megan Lor d- Hoyl e,
Baf fi nl and.

My apol ogi es. Elisabeth had been doing a
| ot of hard work on the disposition table, and
when | referenced Commitnent 27 to QA that
was not listed in the disposition table that
was circulated as Commtment 27, so it IS now
bei ng added in as Commtnent 39. It is the
sane wording. W will circulate it to the
Q kiqgtani Inuit Association, but there was a

m st ake in nunbering.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Go ahead, Teresa.

T. NEADOWG: Thank you, M. Chair.
So a procedural point, | have not yet

entered into evidence the disposition table, so
|"massumng that this nmeans |I'm going to get
an updated disposition table that will be the
accurate one to replace the one that was

circul ated previously.

kay. So we'll take a five-m nute break,
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and then --
A. KEI M Before we go to that --
T. MEADOWS: Ckay.

M. Chair, it appears that there is also a
clarification com ng from Crown-1|ndi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada.

THE CHAI R: Thank you.
Go ahead, Cl RNA.
A. KEI M Thank you, M. Chair.

Cl RNAC woul d i ke, for clarity sake, a
read- back of the comm tnent on TDS. | believe
it was the second-last one that you read back
for your coomitnents with QA, please and thank
you. Sorry. It was to do with TDS and an

al | owabl e exceedance, pl ease.

Thank you.
E. LUTHER: El i sabet h Lut her,
Baf f i nl and.

Were you referring to the coment for
Envi ronnent Canada and Cinmate Change on tota

suspended solids? No?

A. KEI M Andrew Kei m f or Cl RNAC.
No. | believe you were still referring to
the commtnents with QA |t would have been

t he second-1 ast one or the third-1ast one about

an al |l owabl e exceedance at sone -- for TDS.
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Maybe we -- maybe we just m sheard you. Ckay.
C. KOWBELL: Madam Chair -- or
M. Chair -- sorry -- mght | suggest that

maybe this is sonething we could clarify on the
break, and then we can cone back if there's
addi tional hearing tinme that needs to be spent
on this?

THE CHAI R kay. Yeah, a

five-m nute break

( ADJ OURNVENT)
THE CHAI R Okay. Thank you.
Ter esa.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So if I can have Departnent of Justice
and -- cone forward and answer the two
guestions that we posed.

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

J. MCHATTI E: Joe --

THE CHAI R Go ahead.

J. MCHATTI E: Joseph McHattie, counsel

for Canada. Thank you, M. Chair.
W -- so we have an answer to the two

questions that were posed to us, which was the
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position on the dispositions. So | wll have
my -- ny clients speak to those. They'll have
a few comments to neke.

And the second question was whet her we had
objections to filing the docunents, and we do
not .

And we al so wanted to -- just to enphasize
inthe -- with this quick change, | just wanted
to make sure that our comments here today w ||
not relieve Baffinland of having to conply with
all the applicable Federal |aws and
regul ati ons.

So with that, I'll leave that to nmy clients
to explain their -- their particularities.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI R: Thank you.
Ter esa.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So Crown-1 ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada is giving ne an indicator that
t hey want Environnent and Cinmate Change Canada
to speak. Am | to assune that Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada is not

goi ng to speak, or you just want Environnment
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and Cimate Change Canada first?
A. KEI M W will add an
affirmation at the end.
T. MEADOWS: kay. You will be
affirmng at the end, and so ECCC first and
t hen Fi sheries and Oceans Canada second and
then Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs will bring up the rear.

Thank you, M. Chair.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Environnent and d i mate Change Canada, go
ahead.

Subm ssions by Environnent and i nmate Change
Canada

S. FORTE: Thank you. Sarah Forte
wi th Environnent and Cimate Change Canada.

So to go over the two new commitnents in
the table, Comm tnment Nunber 26 reflects our
di scussions with Baffinland. As presented this
nmorning, it does address our final Techni cal
Comment Nunber 4.

As acknowl edged by Baffinland, their
Comm t ment Nunmber 27 does not address our
concerns regardi ng our final Technical Coment
Nunmber 3. They propose to analyze their data

on total suspended sedinment in streans al ong
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the Tote Road and confirma cutoff criterion
for triggering managenent actions at a |ater
dat e.

This is not protective of the aquatic
environnment. Until Baffinland can denonstrate
that a criterion, other than that of the 'C --
Canadi an Council of Mnisters of the
Environnment GQuideline is better adapted to
site, that guideline should be used as a
trigger criterion.

Environnent and d i nmate Change Canada's
recommendati ons made this norning renain
unchanged.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you. Anything
further? Thank you. Yeah, you're done.

DFO.

Subm ssi ons by Departnent of Fisheries and
Cceans

P. HARPER Paul Harper, Fisheries
and Cceans.

Fi sheries and Cceans has revi ewed
Commtnents 22 and 23, and we are satisfied
with the commtnments as proposed by Baffinland.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
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Cl RNA.
Subm ssi ons by Crown-I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs
A. KEI M Quj annam ik, M. Chair
Sir, I would |ike to recognize all of the
hard work of the Board, our partners at
Baf fi nl and, and sitting here at the table with
our partners QA. Al the hard work that has
gone into the resolutions that we have over
the -- even up to the last few mnutes, so
while not -- while -- with any negotiation,
things can get a little rough, but we are
satisfied with the commtnents as they are
today, and understandi ng that we have nore
further processes in the future, we | ook
forward to neeting our partners across the
table and -- and resolving themat that tine.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Ter esa.
T. MEADOWG: Thank you, M. Chair

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
Wat er Board.

So subject to receiving the final |ive
versions of the commtnents |list and the

di sposition table, it's ny understandi ng that
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t hose exhibits -- the final revisions wll be

provi ded to us before we cl ose today, and when

we receive those, the Board will --

S. AUTUT: We have t hem now.
T. NEADOWG: We have them now. Al
right. Thank you. | was just going to say,

literally, as we speak, so literally as we

speak. So, M. Chair, those are ny procedural

matters for now, and | woul d recommend t hat
IS nowtinme to nove on to the agenda item of
cl osi ng statenents.

Thank you, M. Chair.

EXH BIT 12 - Baffinland Iron M nes

Cor poration, Electronic Copy,

Di sposition Table for the Water

Li cence Renewal for Type A Water

Li cence 2AM MRY1325, Mary River

Project, February 27, 2025 (Updated

March 12, 2025) (English)

EXHBIT 13 - Baffinland Iron M nes

Cor poration, Electronic Copy,

Commi tments List fromthe Public

Heari ng (Updated March 12, 2025)

(Engl i sh)

EXH BIT 14 - Baffinland Iron M nes

Cor poration, Electronic Copy, Water

It
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Li cence Renewal Franmework Draft for

Di scussion (Updated March 12, 2025)

(Engl i sh)

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.

Now we are to an opportunity for each of
the parties to provide us with brief closing
remarks. Starting with Intervenors and endi ng
wi th Applicant.

So Qkigtani Inuit Association, you can --
you may start your brief closing remarks.

Thank you.

Closing by Qkigtani Inuit Association
A. KUBEI SI NOVA: Thank you, M. Chair
Assol Kubei sinova, Q kigtani Inuit Association.

The Q kigtani Inuit Association would |ike
to say thank you so nuch to the Board nenbers,
staff, and the participants for your patience
as we worked to resolve the remaining issues.

QA wuld like to first thank the Nunavut
Water Board nenbers and staff for their hard
wor k t hroughout this process. These hearings
are always a val uabl e opportunity to hear about
t he conti nued devel opnent of the project and
ensure that the project is operating in the way
that is nore protective of the environnent and

Inuit rights.
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As you know, QA is a designated Inuit
organi zati on under the Nunavut Agreenent and
represents the rights and interests of over
14,000 Q kiqgtani Inuit.

Q A manages Ilnuit-owned land in the
Q kigtani region, including the project area.

Q A advances the rights and benefits of

Q kiqtani Inuit through protecting and
pronoting our social, political, economc, and
cultural interests while safeguarding the |and,
wat ers, and resources that sustain our

communi ti es.

All of QA s submissions in this hearing
and the lead-up to this hearing are in |line
with QA s mssion as a designated Inuit
or gani zat i on.

QA is pleased to confirmthat through the
hard work of our technical team and
Baf fi nl and's technical teamthis week and in
the weeks | eading up to the hearing, many of
our technical comments have now been resol ved.
Specifically, we can confirmthat nearly all of
Q A s technical comments are now resol ved
t hrough the foll ow ng updated Baffinl and
conmm t nent s.

Q A Techni cal Conment Nunber 1 is resolved
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by Baffinland Conm t mnent Nunber 31. Techni cal
Comment Nunmber 2 is resol ved by Baffinland
Comm tnents 32 and 33. Technical Comment 6 is
resol ved by Baffinland Comm t nent Nunber 34.
Techni cal Comment 7 is resolved by Baffinland
Comm t ment Nunber 35. Technical Comment 9 is
resol ved as Baffinland has provided us with the
requested information. Technical Comment 11 is
resol ved by Baffinland Comm t nent 36.
Techni cal Comment 14 is resolved by Baffinland
Comm tment 37. The same conmtnent resolves
Techni cal Comment 15. Technical Conment 16 is
resol ved by Baffinland Comm tnent 38. And
Technical Comment 17 is resolved by Baffinland
Commi t ment 36.

In addition to these, QA is now satisfied
that Technical Comments 24 and 27 through 37
will be resolved if certain |licence anendnents
and commtnments are included in the |Iicence and
properly inplenmented by Baffinland.

As a result of these resolutions, the only
Q A concern which remains unresolved is
QA TR-5 On QA-TR-5, QA remins concerned
that Baffinland has a history of exceeding
daily water withdrawal |imts from snall

wat ercourses with nore limted w t hdrawal
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limts -- for exanple, CV-099, CV-087,
CV-078 -- posing a potential risk to aquatic
life and aquatic habitat for short-term

wat er - | evel dr awdown.

Acknow edgi ng Baffinland' s desire to
maintain flexibility to support opti nal
envi ronnment al managenent, specifically as it
relates -- as it relates to dust managenent and
control, QA recommends that the Board renobve
water withdrawal |ocations with seasona
restrictions from Table 2-3 of the water
l'icence.

To support ongoi ng dust suppression
activities, Baffinland nmay shift the requisite
wat er volunes to the remai ni ng water w t hdrawal
| ocations currently within Table 2-3 of the
i cence.

On the issue of security, QA confirns that
we are commtted to negotiating a security
managenent agreenent wth the Governnent of
Canada and Baffinland. W share Baffinland and
Canada's desire for that work to be conpleted
intime for the Mnister's decision on the
i cence.

During this hearing and the steps |eading

up to this hearing, one of the issues that QA
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has been nost focused on is making sure that
the licence provides a nechanismfor the

I ncorporation of Inuit Qaujingj atugangit and
Inuit Qaujimaningit into the Mary River
Project. Incorporating pathways for |nuit

Qauj i majatugangit and Inuit Qaujimaningit to
informthe |licence and the project's managenent
pl ans and operations wll help to inprove the
project, make it safer for the environnent,
safer for Ilnuit, and will help to protect Inuit
rights.

In our subm ssions this week, we have
provi ded exanples to the Board of how
I ndi genous Know edge has been incorporated into
ot her water licences in other jurisdictions.
These exanpl es have been intended to
denonstrate how i nportant these issues are and
that regulators continue to expand and i nprove
the incorporation of |ndigenous Know edge,
including 1Q into projects.

To be clear, QA is not suggesting at this
hearing that the Board shoul d adopt the
conditions that were used in the Ekati project.
Those were presented for informational purposes
only.

Baf fi nl and and Q A have put forward
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recommended wording to the Board in Part B and
Schedul e B that addresses Q A's concerns as set
out in our technical comments and presentation
relating to Inuit Qaujinmgjatugangit and | nuit
Qauj imaningit and the cunul ative effects
assessnent, and QA is not recommendi ng any
further changes to address those topics in this
renewal water |icence.

Q A believes that the Nunavut Water Board
shoul d ensure that the water |icence provides
effective nmechanisns for the incorporation of
lnuit Qaujimajatugangit and Inuit
Qaujimaningit, lnuit nonitoring and research,
and I nuit observational nonitoring paraneters
into the project.

It is part of the mandate of the Nunavut
Water Board to act on all these issues. 1In the
past, NWB water |icences have not incorporated
specific references to any of these thenes.
Even this norning, we heard from M. |dlout and
M . Sangoya about the inportance of including
IQin these processes, and we heard in
responses to their questions that nore work is
still needed on this front. This is exactly
why the Inuit stewardship programis so

i mportant.
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Through the Inuit stewardship program we
will be able to incorporate additional Inuit
Qauj i maj atugangit and Inuit Qaujimaningit and
Inuit observational paraneters into the project
in order to ensure that changes can be
predi cted, nonitored, and nmanaged froman | nuit
perspective. This work will feed directly into
both QA s role as a designated |nuit
organi zation for the project and into
Baf fi nl and' s techni cal work and managenent
pl ans.

Q A recogni zes that the Board's hold --
that the Board holds IQ listens to I Q from
lnuit, and integrates IQinto its decisions.
That said, it is also inportant that the |ega
instrunents that the Board i ssues, which govern
the nonitoring and managenent of projects |ike
the Mary River Project, also integrate specific
requi renments that, on an ongoing basis, Inuit
Qauj i maj atugangit and Inuit Qaujimaningit,

I nuit engagenent, and the way Inuit observe the
envi ronnment be integrated into those
oper ati ons.

We appreciate that Baffinland has al so
agreed that Inuit Qaujinmaj atugangit and Inuit

Qaujimaningit are inportant to their operations
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and to their nonitoring and managenent pl ans.
W see nmany opportunities in the future to

col | aborate with Baffinland to ensure that
Inuit Qaujimjatugangit and Inuit Qauji mani ngit
is properly integrated into the project.

There has been a | ot of discussion over the
| ast few weeks and even right up to the |ast
few days between Q A and Baffinland to nake
sure that Baffinland's commtnent to integrate
IQinto their operations was neani ngful in
general and to ensure that the Inuit
stewardship programis sustainable in the | ong
term As a result of Baffinland s new
comm tnment to negotiate a nenorandum of
under standi ng for the continued |ong-term
operation of the Inuit stewardship program
Q A's now confortabl e that our concerns rel at ed
to 1Qw Il be addressed if certain steps are
t aken.

Aside fromthe new commtnent, all of those
steps are described in QA s February 7th
subm ssion. They are, first, the commtnent
fromBaffinland to negotiate a nenorandum of
understanding on the Inuit stewardship program
I s honoured by Baffinland; second,

Commtnent 39 is included in the |licence and
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I npl enented by Baffinland; third, the requested
amendnent to Part B, Item 17 of the water
licence is approved by the Board and

i ncorporated into the licence; and fourth, the
requested anendnents to Schedule B, Itens 1(e)
and 1(g) are approved by the Board and

i ncorporated into the licence.

Specifically with respect to the three
requested |licence anendnents, Part B, Item 17
and Schedule B, Itens 1(e) and 1(g), please
nmake sure to reference today's updated version
of Baffinland s Iicence framework which was
just filed as an exhibit. This updated exhibit
cont ai ns updated | anguage fromthe previous
version filed on February 27th. The | anguage
in the exhibit reflects QA and Baffinland's
shar ed understandi ng of the proposed
anmendnents. |If the Board accepts these four
recommendati ons and changes and if they are
properly and fully inplenmented by Baffinland,
then QA wll be able to confirmthat QA
Comments 24 and 27 through 37 shoul d be
consi dered resolved, and we wll be able to
have confi dence that appropriate nechani sns
will be in place to incorporate Inuit

Qauj i maj atugangit and Inuit Qaujimaningit into

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 378

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

the project and the |icence.

The current Mary River Project water
I i cence does not make any specific reference to
Inuit Qaujimnitugangit, lnuit nonitor or
research, or lnuit nonitoring paraneters. W
will start to close that gap with these
proposed new changes that Q A and Baffi nl and
have agreed on.

Inuit nonitoring and research i s not
i ntended to replace the nonitoring and the
research done using western science by
Baf finl and or by the Governnent of Canada.
Inuit-led nonitoring and research and the
collection of Inuit Qaujimajatugangit and | nuit
Qaujimaningit will add value to the project.

The information which results fromthe
Inuit stewardship programis not punitive to
Baffinland. It is intended to be shared with
Baffinland so that it can feed into their
nmoni tori ng and managenent plans, inprove them
and ensure that Inuit perspectives are
represented in those processes.

Q A's recommendati ons have focused on
integrating forthcomng results from
I nuit-driven research and nonitoring results

into Baffinland 's annual review regarding the
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wat er |icence inplenentation and, where
appropriate, updating managenent and nonitoring
pl ans based on what is learned fromlnuit.

This is not intended to be a burden to any
party and should i nprove an area that has been
chall enging in the past, the gap between
Baf finland's nonitoring results and the
observed experience of effects fromthe project
by Inuit.

The benefits of lnuit-led nonitoring wll
be large by bringing the way I nuit neasure
change into the project nonitoring and
managenent systemin a nore systenmatic and
| ong-termway. This wll help bridge the gap
bet ween i npacts Inuit are experiencing on the
| and, which have been notable, and the |evel of
i npact predicted by and neasurabl e by
Baf fi nl and's western scientific nonitoring
system

In addition to the comments that we have
made today on Inuit Qaujinmgjatugangit and | nuit
Qaujimaningit, we also point the Board to
Section 2 and -- and Appendix B of QA s
subm ssion filed with the Board on
February 7th, 2025. W rely on the points nade

in that subm ssion and hope the discussion
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there will give the Nunavut Water Board further
confidence that what we are asking you to do on
this point is confortably within your
jurisdiction and that by taking these steps,
you will be ensuring that the spirit and intent
of the Nunavut Agreenent is inplenented.

In closing, QA does not object to the
approval of the water |icence renewal for the
Mary Ri ver Project.

Board nmenbers, QA again wants to thank you
for your hard work. W also want to thank
Baffinland for working with our teamto address
many of our concerns. W want to recogni ze and
thank all community nenbers as well as Hanl et
and Hunters & Trappers O gani zati ons'
representatives who attended to share their
views. Thank you so nmuch to the Board staff
and i mense thanks to the interpreters. Unless
the Board has any questions for us, this
concludes QQ A's subm ssions.

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Ckay. Next Intervenor closing renarks,
Crown- I ndi genous and Northern Relations. Go
ahead.

Cl osing by Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
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Northern Affairs, Departnent of Fisheries and

Cceans, and Environnent and Cinmate Change

Canada
A. KEI M Quj annam i k, 1Kksivaut aa.
(OTHER LANGUAGE SPOKEN). | represent today

both Cl RNAC, DFO and Environnent Canada in a
final representation to the Board and -- and a
word of thanks on behalf of the Federal famly.

First and forenost, I'd like to turn -- 1'd
like to thank so nmuch the transl ator
interpreters that have hel ped us so nuch today
to understand each other and to work cl osely
together in a -- in a firmunderstandi ng of
what each other's nessages and we are trying to
convey. Thank you all very mnuch.

A huge shout-out goes out to PIDO
Productions for putting up with us and for
pl ayi ng sone nice country nusic there a few
m nut es ago.

Secondly, the entire Federal famly
recogni zes that we are here in Pond Inlet, in
Mttimatal ik, and none of these consultations
can be done w thout comunity nenbers,
comunity representation. | understand we had
representatives fromlgloolik, Hall Beach,

Clyde River, and Pond Inlet here. | believe we
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didn't get sonebody from Cape Dorset,
unfortunately, but -- and Arctic Bay (OTHER
LANGUAGE SPOKEN), so a huge shout-out again
goes out to all of the people that cane to
provi de us guidance. W couldn't do this job
wi t hout you. Thank you so nuch.

Finally, to talk about I1Q Joe, Paul, thank
you very nmuch for being here to provide us your
I nsi ghts and Toomasie for |eading us. Thank
you.

The CGovernnment of Canada works to
i nvolve -- works to incorporate 1Qin all the
things that we do, and it works to ensure that
the -- the wi shes and the hopes, the prayers,
the ideas that cone fromthe beneficiaries and
come fromthe Nunavut |and claimare actually
applied in our everyday lives, and we try our
very best to be respectful of that.

CIRNAC s role is to be both a comanagenent
partner with the Nunavut Water Board as is the
rest of the Federal famly, but we are also
those -- we are also the ones that it tasked
with being the regulator, and sonetines being a
regulator is difficult at -- in -- in different
situations.

While working with Baffinland, we can say
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that we have worked together through all of our
probl ens and resol ved everything -- naybe not
to everybody's 100 percent satisfaction, but we
ended up coning to a resolution that was
agreeabl e to everybody and a path forward,
which is probably nore inportant than anything
el se.

Yeah, so the Federal famly contributes to
the -- to the contributions that devel oped the
water licence as Baffinland is responsible for
adhering to, and we recognize the -- the
efforts that they are nmaking to -- to stay in
conpliance and to pronote their project and to
see it through to fruition.

We've conme a long way since 1993. W've
cone a |long way since bladders and tents.

We've cone a long way to seeing this project
nove towards that next step, which is -- nakes
it generational.

CIRNAC is also here to support resource
devel opnent in the -- as part of our mandate.
Part of our mandate is to ensure that you do it
the right way, and we thank you for working
with us. W thank you for acknow edgi ng your
responsibilities and to ensuring that, you

know, we will work forward together with our
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partners at QA to nake sure that this is done
in a respectful and hopefully profitable way.

Cl RNAC continues -- that's all the rest.

In closing, we thank the Water Board for
their | eadership and their guidance on behalf
of the Federal famly, and we woul d ask that
the -- the Board acknow edge all the hard work
and thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Cl RNAC,
covering three Federal departnents al
t oget her.

Now next closing remarks, Baffinland Iron
M nes Corporation. Take the floor. Thank you.
Cl osing by Baffinland Iron M nes Corporation
M LORD- HOYLE: Quj annam i k. Megan
Lord-Hoyl e for Baffinland.

Thank you to the Board and the Board staff
for arranging this public hearing and for your
care in managi ng this very conprehensive water
| i cence renewal process.

Baffinland' s water |icence renewal
application has been under active -- has been
under active review under the NWB for over
ei ght nonths. This application also benefit --
benefitted froma draft review by the Q ki gtan

Inuit Association prior to subm ssion to the
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Wat er Board consistent with the terns of our
Inuit I npact Benefit Agreenent.
| want to acknow edge the many hours and

resources that the Qkiqgtani Inuit Association,

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs

Canada, Environnent Canada, and Fi sheri es and

Cceans Canada have spent with us reviewing this

application and the many hours that Inuit have
spent at technical neetings and neetings with
Baf finland or the Q kiqgtani Inuit Association
inrelation to this application or our project.

Qur application was reviewed cl osely by
each of these parties who relied on their own
organi zati onal expertise and techni cal experts
to provide their final recommendations to the
Boar d.

W respect the unique role the Q kiqtan
Inuit Association, as representatives of
Q kiqtani lnuit, bring in identifying and
bal ancing the wi de range of views on a project
and the application. It is equally inportant
to Baffinland that we hear Inuit views on our
project, and we appreciate Inuit communities
wel comng us into their comunities to discuss
I ssues relevant to this application or just to

t he broader -- broader project.
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As we have di scussed through this hearing,
we have devel oped an Inuit-Iled approach to
engagenent where our northern affairs team has
expanded its comunity staffing, conduct
engagenents in | nuktitut whenever possible, and
prioritizes the open sharing of community
knowl edge and project information.

| specifically want to acknow edge and
t hank Joe and Paul who have been instrunental
in | eading us through this inportant change.

Wil e not specific to this licence renewal,
| do want to speak to the collection of
baseline data as it was a frequent topic of
conversation at this hearing, and | want to
address that we have heard the coments on this
t opi c.

Baf fi nl and has extensive baseline data and
i nformation for both the southern Steensby and
northern portions of the project with baseline
i nformation coll ection specifically conducted
by Baffinland going back as far as 2006.
However, understanding that we are actively
pl anning to nove forward wth the Steensby
conponent of the project, we have been
col l ecting supplenental baseline information in

the project area since 2021, and we want to
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ensure that those in this room understand that
this data is actively bei ng updat ed.

Baf fi nl and has engaged Inuit fromthe
communities closest to this work through this
process and has benefitted greatly fromtheir
I nsights and participation in our prograns.

This is an inportant relationship, and we
| ook forward to continui ng advanci ng a shared
under standi ng of the project area and how our
project will interact with it for nore inforned
managenment and nonitoring strategies.

Through the jointly proposed anendnent to
Part B, Item 17 and Schedul e B, Baffinland and
the Qkiqgtani Inuit Association have put
forward a neans to address concerns related to
the integration of Inuit Qaujinmanitugangit and
related information into the managenent
mechani sns governed by the |licence respecting
the i nportant feedback we regularly receive
fromour work with Inuit and the Q ki gtan
I nuit Association.

| would also like to take a nonent to
acknow edge the history of this licence. In
2013, the Nunavut Water Board devel oped the
i cence based on the careful advice of al

t hese sane parties, including conmmunity
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representatives. Al of us did our very best
work on that licence, and the result was a very
strong and stringent |icence designed to
protect Nunavut waters.

Two years |ater, the Board anended t hat
licence again with the same careful and
t houghtful advice fromthe parties here and
addi ng even stronger and stringent |icence
requirenents.

Today, very few changes to this licence
have been identified as a result of the renewal
process because the licence is already very
strong. That being said, the anmendnents
proposed in the submtted water |icence
framewor k address key issues raised during
the -- this renewal process and wll only
further ensure the ongoing protection of
Nunavut waters.

In addition to these anendnents, Baffinland
has commtted to evolve the nonitoring and
mtigation plans governed by the |Iicence and
subject to Board review and approval .

It's also inportant to acknow edge that our
operations under the licence are subject to
regul ar inspections by Crown-I ndi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada, and
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Baf fi nl and has a denonstrated record of
conpl i ance.

Baffinland is subject to nultiple
i nspections on the project relevant to our
wat er |icence, including those by Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada and the i ndependent
i nspections that QA the Qkigtani Inuit
Associ ation, carries out under the commerci al
| ease. Ever since the |icence has been in
effect, Baffinland has adjusted its mtigation
and nonitoring prograns based on the feedback
recei ved through the annual reporting process
or standal one reviews of our nanagenent pl ans.

In each case, these reviews are public and
carefully facilitated by the Nunavut Water
Board. This is an inportant factor in our
request to the Board to issue a 15-year licence
term The water |icence renewal process is not
the only opportunity that's provided to nake
adj ust nents where needed. Care and attention
to these matters is required throughout the
licence term and we have every confidence that
all parties will continue to fully participate
in and give feedback through standard and
expect ed Nunavut Water Board facilitated

revi ews.
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Thanks to the very hard work of all the
parties, we have been able to find very strong
consensus on the technical coments issued by
the parties during this review.

O the 86 comments received, we are
encouraged to report that 83 of those coments
have been fully resolved either through
provi ding addi tional information or through the
devel opnent of nutually agreed comm t nents.

In the interest of tinme, we wll not review
or address the three outstandi ng technical
Issues in this closing, but we believe we have
provi ded a reasonable path forward for the
Board's consideration, and that information i s
contained within our disposition table,
commtment list, and the water |icence
f ramewor k.

Again, we greatly appreciate the tine
parties have provided to this review and to the
ongoi ng di scussions with us in the pursuit of
agreeabl e sol utions and recommendations to the
Boar d.

In closing, we do want to stress the
I nportance of advancing a | ong-term approval of
our water licence which expires on June 10t h,

2025. We do not wish to operate under a
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tenporary |icence, and we believe that there is
time for the Board and M nister's careful

deci sion-making to be -- to be conpl eted before
t hat date.

Thank you again to the Board and its staff
for arranging this neeting, to the interpreters
and their tireless efforts to allow us to
under stand each other, to the parties, and to
the community nmenbers for their participation,
and the community of Mttimatalik for hosting
us. | w sh everyone safe journeys for wherever
they are going at the close of this hearing.

Quj annami i k.

C osing Remarks by The Chair
THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you,
Applicant, for your closing renmarks.

As we bring this public hearing to a cl ose,
on behal f of the Board and ny fell ow panel
menbers, | would like to thank all the parties
who contributed to making this public hearing
and conmunity session a success, especially the
Applicant, Baffinland and its representatives;
Intervenors, QKkiqgtani Inuit Association,
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Nort hern
Affairs, Environnent and Cinmate Change Canada,

Fi sheri es and OCceans Canada; the NWB staff and
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| egal counsel; interpreters, Ben Kogvi k, Rhoda
Kat sak, Titus Arnakallak; court reporter, Julie
Deanne King; audio facilitator, Chris Coonber;
and all the community nmenbers and El ders for
the val ued participation in this hearing.

As we are at the end of the hearing, | wll
make sonme comment to |let parties know that what
happens next for the new -- renewal
application.

The Board w Il now cl ose the public hearing
record. What this nmeans is that all evidence
with regards to this renewal application is now
before the Board, and no -- and no further
information will be considered by the panel
before they make their decision about the
appl i cation.

Now t hat the record is closed, the Board
will remit the file to the panel to decide
whet her or not to approve the renewal and grant
the Type A licence as requested by Baffinl and.

Wthin 30 to 45 days after the public
hearing record closes, NM\B will issue its
records and -- of proceeding and decision to
the Mnister of Northern Affairs. |If the Board
decision is to grant the licence, a draft of

the renewed Type A water licence will be
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attached to the Board decision for the
M ni ster's approval .

That concl udes the public hearing conponent
of the Nunavut Water Board's consideration of
Baffinland's application to renew their water
i cence.

The Board and I wish to all -- w sh you al
a good afternoon and good eveni ng and have safe
travel .

|"d like to ask Joshua to have a cl osing
prayer for us. Joshua.

( CLOSI NG PRAYER)

PROCEEDI NGS CONCLUDED
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PT:

I, J. King, certify that the foregoing
pages are a conplete and accurate transcript of
t he proceedi ngs taken down by ne in shorthand
and transcribed fromny shorthand notes to the
best of ny skill and ability.

Dated at the City of Airdrie, Province of
Al berta, this 22nd day of March 2025.

A Xiny
3 &ing. Shea

O ficial Court Reporter
Commi ssi oner for Qaths Appointee No. 0733800
ASRA Menbership No. 146
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