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June 23, 2017

Sean Joseph
Senior Technical Advisor, NWB
P.O. Box 119
Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0

RE: Milne Port Accommodations Camp Pad and Proposed Surface Water Diversion
System (Modification Request)
Water Licence 2AM-MRY1325 – Amend. No. 1

On June 9, 2017, Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation (Baffinland) received an Inspector’s Direction from

Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) following an inspection conducted by INAC of the Mary

River Project from May 29 to June 1, 2017. The Inspector’s Direction documented a stop work order

issued to Baffinland for an accommodations camp pad that was in the process of being constructed

during the time of the inspection at Milne Port in a location that impeded the flow of an intermittent

drainage path(s).  On June 14, 2017 Baffinland responded to the Inspector’s Direction notifying INAC and

other agencies of Baffinland’s planned corrective actions to remedy the situation and intention to

submit proper documentation, as required by Part D, Item 2 and Part G of Baffinland’s Type “A” Water

Licence 2AM-MRY1325 Amendment 1 (Type “A” Water Licence), to the Nunavut Water Board (NWB) by

June 16, 2017.

In accordance with Part D, Item 2 and Part G of Baffinland’s Type “A” Water Licence, the purpose of this

letter is to submit a Request for Modification for the proposed surface water diversion system required

to redirect surface water from the impeded drainage path(s) around the pad, as shown in Attachments 1

and 2.

It is Baffinland’s intention to use the new accommodation camp pad to eventually upgrade the existing

accommodations at Milne Port, replacing the existing soft wall camp and increasing accommodations

infrastructure in order to support the increased camp populations required for full production (4.2Mt

per annum). However, it should be noted that Baffinland is not requesting approval for the future

accommodations upgrades in this submission. A subsequent Request for Modification will be made prior

to the construction of the camp facilities.
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Both the constructed accommodations camp pad and the proposed surface water diversion system are

within the Project’s Development Area (PDA) and are consistent with approved activities outlined in the

Project Certificate (Project Certificate 005 – Amend. 1) issued for the Mary River Project by the Nunavut

Impact Review Board (NIRB).

The requested modification is described below and is consistent with the requirements of Part G of the
Type “A” Water Licence.

a. Description of Facilitiies and/or Works to be Constructed

Baffinland has developed a new accommodations camp pad at Milne Port.  The new

accommodations camp pad is approximately 280m x 120m in size. The constructed

accommodations camp pad is located south of the existing Milne Port Ore Stockpile Pad and

west of the Tote Road (near Km 1). The proposed surface water diversion system will follow

along the pad’s southern perimeter and direct flow from the impeded drainage path(s) to the

natural drainages west of the accommodations camp pad, as shown in Attachments 1 and 2.

Attachment 1 shows the constructed accommodations camp pad in relation to the Milne Port

general layout.  As shown in Attachment 2, the sub-grade of the accommodations camp pad was

constructed using Type 12 (Run of Quarry <200mm) coarse material and capped with Type 5

(<32mm crushed) crushed granular surface material.  Attachments 2 also shows the proposed

diversion system and design details, including the associated hydrology and hydraulic design

calculations. Attachment 3 details the construction methodology for the proposed diversion

system in order to minimize potential environmental effects during construction.  The exact

dimensions of the proposed diversion system will be field fit during construction based on field

observations of the impeded drainages path(s). The completed pad and diversion system will be

documented in as-built drawings for the construction.

b. Proposed Location of the Structure

The constructed accommodations pad is located south of the existing Milne Port Ore Stockpile

Pad and west of the Tote Road (near Km 1). The proposed surface water diversion system will
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follow along the pad’s southern perimeter and direct flow to the natural drainages west of the

accommodations camp pad, as shown in Attachments 1 and 2.

c. Identification of any Potential Impacts to the Receiving Environment

The impeded drainage path(s) are not classified as fish habitat and therefore the proposed

diversion system will not cause harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat. The

main concern Baffinland foresees is sedimentation from the construction of the proposed

diversion system. To prevent the release of sediment into the receiving environment during

construction, Baffinland will employ a combination of sediment and erosion control measures

(check dams, rip-rap, silt fences, etc.) to address sedimentation concerns, as outlined in

Baffinland’s Environmental Protection Plan (BAF-PH1-830-P16-0008 – Rev. 1) and Surface Water

and Aquatic Ecosystems Management Plan (BAF-PH1-830-P16-0026 - Rev. 4).

d. Monitoring

During construction, daily environmental monitoring will be performed including before, during

and after photographs of construction activities. Surface water runoff will managed as outlined

in Baffinland’s Surface Water and Aquatic Ecosystems Management Plan (BAF-PH1-830-P16-

0026 - Rev. 4).  Baffinland will conduct daily water quality monitoring of surface water drainage

originating from the construction area. Water quality impacts of construction activities on

nearby water bodies will be assessed using water quality discharge criteria established under

Baffinland’s Type “A” Water Licence. Additional monitoring stations may be established, if

required.

e. Schedule for Construction

Construction of the proposed surface water diversion system is planned to start as soon as the

Request for Modification approval has been received from the NWB.

f. Drawings of Engineered Structures

Hatch Ltd. (Hatch) was retained to design and provide issued-for-construction drawings for the

constructed accommodations camp pad and proposed surface water diversion system. The

issued-for-construction (IFC) drawings are provided in Attachment 2 of this letter.



2275 Upper Middle Road East, Suite 300 | Oakville, ON, Canada  L6H 0C3
Main: 416.364.8820 | Fax: 416.364.0193 | www.baffinland.com

4

g. Proposed Sediment and Erosion Control Measures

Baffinland will employ a combination of sediment and erosion control measures (check dams,

rip-rap, silt fences, etc.), as outlined in Baffinland’s Environmental Protection Plan (BAF-PH1-

830-P16-0008 – Rev. 1) and Surface Water and Aquatic Ecosystems Management Plan (BAF-PH1-

830-P16-0026 - Rev. 4), to address and manage sedimentation concerns during construction. No

sediment or erosion control measures are expected to be required once construction of the

diversion system has been completed.

We trust that this information meets the requirements under Part D, Item 2 and Part G under

Baffinland’s Type “A” Water Licence and look forward to the NWB’s response. Please do not hesitate to

contact the undersigned or Andrew Vermeer should you have any questions or comments.

Regards,

Wayne McPhee,
Director Sustainable Development

Attachments:

Attachment 1: Milne Port – New Camp Pad
Attachment 2: Milne Port – Camp Pad Natural Stream Diversion – Hydrology & Hydraulic Calculations
(includes engineering/design drawings)
Attachment 3: Construction Methodology – Camp Pad Water Diversion System

cc. Matt Weaver, Laura Taylor, Andrew Vermeer, William Bowden, Todd Burlingame, Sylvain Proulx
(Baffinland)
Manager of Licensing, David Hohnstein (NWB)
Justin Hack, Jonathan Mesher, Sarah Forté, Karen Costello (INAC)
Stephen Williamson Bathory (Qikiqtani Inuit Association)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1 

 Milne Port – New Camp Pad 
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Attachment 2 

Milne Port – Camp Pad Natural Stream Diversion – Hydrology & Hydraulic Calculations 
(includes Engineering/Design Drawings) 

 



























 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 3 

Construction Methodology – Camp Pad Water Diversion System 

(H353004-40000-400-050-0001) 

 








