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Submission Date: February 9, 2014

Resource Management Officer Manager, Major Projects
Nunavut Field Operations Qikiqtani Inuit Assocation
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada P.O. Box 219
Box 100 Iqaluit, NU  X0A 0H0
Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0 swbathory@qia.ca
Justin.Hack@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca

Re:  Follow-up to Spill Reported on January 8, 2014
Mary River Project - Water Licence No. 2AM-MRY1325

Summary:

On January 7, 2014, at approximately 1230HRS, a fire occurred in a small building located at the Mary River
Mine Site (Exploration Camp) used by our fixed wing charter company to store tools, parts, supplies, and
equipment.  Our Emergency Team. The initial spill report for this incident is attached.

The BIMC incident investigation report that was provided to the Mines Inspector is attached.

The Coordinates for the site of the fire were:  N71o 19’ 36”; W79o 22’ 24”

Less than 150 litres of fuel stored in frost fighters were consumed by the fire.  In addition a small quantity of
aircraft de-icer fluid (approximately <100L) and isopropyl alcohol (<10L) was also consumed in the fire.
Approximately 8,000 US gallons of water was used to help put out the fire.  The extremely cold temperatures
froze the water at or very close to the site of the fire.

The site of the fire is being cleaned up and any hazardous materials identified will be treated as such, stored
appropriately, and shipped off site to an accredited hazardous waste receiving facility. Other non-hazardous
materials from the fire site will be disposed of within the site landfill.  During the spring freshet, melt water that
flows from the area will be monitored and sampled for a list of parameters that will be developed in concert with
the AANDC and QIA inspectors.  The soil below the fire site will be sampled for select parameters as well.

Should you require further information or clarification on the above noted spill, please feel free to contact on
Allan Knight or Trevor Myers at (647) 693-9447 or the undersigned at (902) 403-1337.

Sincerely,

James Millard, M.Sc., P.Geo.
Environmental Manager

Attach: NT-NU SPILL REPORT
BIMC Investigation Report
Map showing location of fire

cc. Michael Anderson, Allan Knight, Trevor Myers, Nicolas Kuzyk, Erik Madsen, Baffinland.
Erik Allain, AANDC
Manager of Licencing, NWB
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HAZARDS TO PERSONS, PROPERTY OR ENVIRONMENT

JAN-08-2014 14:00 HRS

JAN-07-2014   14:00 HRS

IOL - Commercial Lease No.: Q13C301 2AM-MRY1325 Type "A"

Mary River Mine Site, Baffin Island, Nunavut X

Baffinland Iron Mines Corp. 2275 Middle Road East, Suite 300, Oakville, ON L6H 0C3

N/A N/A

Diesel <150 litres Approx.

N/A N/A N/A

Fuel stored in frost fighters Fire All fuel likely incinerated in fire

Debris and ice from fire N/A N/A

A fire occurred at 12:30 pm yesterday originating in a small building located at the Mary River Mine 
Site (Exploration Camp) used by our fixed wing charter company to store tools, parts, supplies, and 
equipment.  Our Emergency Response Team reacted quickly and efficiently to control the fire and 
limit damage. There was less than 150 L of P-50 diesel contained in two frost fighters that were 
stored in the building.  All indications are that the fuel stored in the frost fighters was completely 
consumed in the fire and that there was no release to the receiving environment.  The investigation 
will include an inspection of the underlying and adjacent surface areas to ensure that there is no 
residual fuel and that all fuel was consumed in the fire.  In addition, records will be checked to log 
any other hazardous materials that might have been lost during the fire and a supplementary spill 
report will be submitted in the event additional materials are identified as having been lost. 

Jim Millard Environment Manager Baffinland Mary River 647-693-9447

Trevor Myers Env. Superintendent Baffinland Mary River 647-693-9458



Estimate cost of damage:

Equipment Description:
Summit Air shack and contents
Security Office (loss list provided by Security supervisor to Tony Woodfine)

INCIDENT INVOLVING PLANT, EQUIPMENT OR VEHICLE DAMAGE: I

Number:Species: YesD NoDProtected:

Detailed Description: .
Water use for firefighting, possible release and consumption of flammables such as diesel fuel, glycol and isopropyl alcohol

Habitat Description: Soils

INCIDENT INVOLVING INJURY OR ILLNESS:

Code 1 initiated by Corey Glover, ERT mobilized, Code 1 site wide announced by Security, Populace mustered and evacuated to
Mine Site Complex for safety
Site controlled by ERT to responders only

IMMEDIATE ACTIONS TO SECURE SCENE, PROTECT PEOPLE OR ENVIRONMENT AND EQUIPMENT:

Smoke noticed coming from the Summit Air shack; Code 1 protocol was initiated. Scarlet Security notified site of Code 1 and called
out ERT. ERT responded to site (see timeline) fought primary fire at the Summit Air shack; removed unsecured items from Security
Office which had been affected by heat and flames from the Summit Air shack. Shortly thereafter the Security Office was removed
from the scene towed by a 988 loader and secured adjacent to the northern-most tip of the airstrip; fire had claimed the building and
it was left to burn out as ERT continued to fight the primary, higher risk location.

During the response the emergency management team had called a general mustering of camp residents to the Kitchen (main
muster area) which included the recently offloaded Nolinor arrival.

As the response continued the Management team decided to evacuate the Weather Haven location to seek refuge at the Mine Site
Complex

By approximately 1340 the Summit Air shack blaze was extinguished; the Security office was burnt out by 14:15

Two structures lost - all contents of Summit Air shack; Security Office loss - as per provided list by Dean Taylor

Initial causation indicates fire ignition source may not have been the oil furnace as originally thought. Ray Shipman (oil burner
mechanic) upon interview believes the safety components of the current furnace prevent this.

It is suspected that a near-by plug-in powering the fox cart (battery charger) (see Jim Vissers shack diagram) and heat trace for the
oil supply may be the ignition source. Nearby flammables and combustibles supported the fire until the frost-fighters' diesel supply
ignited which accelerated the blaze engulfing the interior of the shack.

BASIC DETAILS: ,
I

Incident DatelTime: January 7,201412:38 Supervisor:
Reported DatefTime: January 7,201412:38 Reported By: Corey Glover
Incident Location: Mary River Site, Near Airstrip, involving Summit Air Shack

Temperature: -33 Wind Direction/Speed: 32 Knotts - 0600 ENE

General Weather Conditions: Very windy with blowing snow

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

INVESTIGATION REPORT
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