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Submission Date: Feb 9, 2014

Resource Management Officer Manager, Major Projects
Nunavut Field Operations Qikigtani Inuit Assocation
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada P.O. Box 219

Box 100 Igaluit, NU XOA OHO
Iqaluit, NU X0A OHO swhathory@qia.ca

Justin.Hack@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca

Re: Follow-up to Spill Reported on Jan 15, 2014
Mary River Project - Water Licence No. 2AM-MRY 1325

Summary:

On January 18t 2014, at approximately 2230h, the operator of a 14M grader was attempting to plow some snow
from the shoulder of road in the new road construction area when the grader suddenly dropped and became
hung up on a rock underneath the blade. The operator was attempting to move the grader off the rock when the
bottom of the fuel tank struck a rock and knocked off the fuel line at the bottom of the fuel tank. The operator
remained unaware of the spill until the grader began to stall due to low fuel. The quantity of fuel spilt was
approximately 200 L and contaminated an area of 4 square meters.

The coordinates for the site of the spill were: N 71° 48’ 58" W 80° 44’ 01".

Immediate and Follow-Up Action:

Upon noticing the spill, the operator immediately notified his supervisor and the acting environmental
coordinator. After inspecting the scene, the grader was transported back onto the road and the spill response
plan was initiated. Approximately nine cubic meters of contaminated snow was removed from the spill location
and stored temporarily in a secured lined area for processing in the contaminated snow dump (to be constructed
later this year). The spill location was greater than 30 m from the nearest water body.

Once the snow starts melting in the area, a visual inspection will be completed for evidence of additional
hydrocarbon contamination. Further clean-up will be completed as required.

The investigation revealed that the grader operator should not have used the grader to grade off road in deep
snow where boulders and other hazards could not be seen.

Recommendations:

The grader operator, although experienced and qualified, should be re-trained for operation of the grader and
this incident put onto his record as a failure to follow standard grader operations procedure.

Current Status:

The incident is now closed.
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Should you require further information or clarification on the above noted spill, please feel free to contact the
undersigned at (647) 253-0596 or (902) 403-1337.

Sincerely,

James Millard, M.Sc., P.Geo.
Environmental Manager

Attach: NT-NU SPILL REPORT, maps, and photos.

Photos

cc. Michael Anderson, Allan Knight, Trevor Myers, Nicolas Kuzyk, Erik Madsen, Baffinland.
Erik Allain, AANDC
Manager of Licencing, NWB

Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation
Suite 1016 120 Adelaide Street West, Toronto, ON Canada M5H 1T1
Tel: +1 (416) 364-8820 e Fax: +1 (416) 364-0193
www.haffinland.com
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January 2, 2014, taken afterspill cleanupt
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	Report Date: JAN-02-2014
	Report Time: 12:30 HRS
	Original Spill Report: 
	Update: 
	Update Number: 
	Occurrence Date: JAN-01-2014   
	Occurrence Time: 22:30 HRS
	Land Use Permit Number: IOL - Commercial Lease No.: Q13C301
	Water Licence Number: 2AM-MRY1325 Type "A"
	Geographic Place Name: Milne Port, Baffin Island, Nunavut
	Text12: 
	Region NU: X
	Text14: 
	Lattitude, degrees: 71
	Lattitude, minutes: 48
	Lattitude, seconds: 58
	Longitude, degrees: 80
	Longitude, minutes: 44
	Longitude, seconds: 1
	Responsible Party: Baffinland Iron Mines Corp.
	Responsible Party Office: 2275 Middle Road East, Suite 300, Oakville, ON L6H 0C3
	Contractor: N/A
	Contractor office location: N/A
	Product Spilled: Diesel
	Quantity in Litres, kg: 200 Litres Approx.
	UN Number: 
	Second Product: N/A
	Second Quantity: N/A
	Second UN Number: N/A
	Spill Source: Mobile Equip - Grader Fuel Tank
	Spill Cause: Sheared fuel line
	Area of Contamination: 10 sq m
	Factors affecting spill: Snow, boulders
	Assistance: N/A
	Text13: N/A
	Spill line employer: The operator of a 14M grader was plowing snow from the shoulder of the road in the new road construction area at km 12 of the Milne Inlet Tote Road. The grader encountered a depression and became hung up on a rock underneath the blade. The operator attempted to move the grader off the rock when the bottom of the fuel tank struck a rock and severed the fuel line at the bottom of the fuel tank. The operator became aware of the spill when the grader began to stall due to low fuel. The operator immediately notified his Supervisor and the Acting Environmental Coordinator. After inspecting the scene, a temporary repair was made on the fuel line and the grader was brought back to the Milne Port Shop for further repairs. 
Approximately nine cubic meters of contaminated snow was removed from the spill location and stored temporarily in a secured lined area for future processing in the contaminated snow dump (to be constructed early this year). The spill location is greater than 30 m from the nearest water body.
	Reported by: Allan Knight
	Position: Env. Coordinator
	Employer: Baffinland
	Location calling from: Mary River
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	INAC: 
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