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Submission Date: May 12, 2014

Water Resources Officer Manager, Major Projects
Nunavut Field Operations Qikiqtani Inuit Association
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada P.O. Box 219
Box 100 Iqaluit, NU  X0A 0H0
Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0 swbathory@qia.ca
Justin.Hack@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca

Re:  Follow-up to Sewage Spill Reported on April 17, 2014
Mary River Project - Water Licence No. 2AM-MRY1325

Summary:

On April 17, 2014, at 6:00 hrs, the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) operator discovered sewage leaking
out of the Mine Site WWTP. The WWTP alarm indicator was solid green, indicating that no faults had
occurred. When the operator attempted to reset the main PLC, there was no power at the uninterrupted
power source (UPS). The operator switched the UPS to a GCFI outlet, restored power to the PLC, cleared
alarms, and returned the plant to partial operation. It was estimated that 500 L of sewage had spilled onto
the ground around the WWTP.

Immediate and Follow-Up Action:

The operator contacted her Supervisor who in turn coordinated an electrician and the sewage truck operator
to respond to the scene. The sewage truck operator was stationed at the main lift station in order to monitor
its level and prevent additional spills from occurring until the WWTP was fully operational.

Recommendations:

Upon further investigation the cause of the power loss was due to a loose connection involving the outlet
that the UPS was plugged into. The loose connection was repaired shortly after the incident. The power
supply to PLC will be inspected more regularly to ensure a similar incident does not occur.

Current Status:

The Mine Site WWTP is currently fully operational and has had no power supply incidents in the last 14
days.

Should you require further information or clarification on the above noted spill, please feel free to contact
Allan Knight or Trevor Myers at (647) 253-0596 ext. 6010, or the undersigned at (902) 403-1337.

Sincerely,

James Millard, M.Sc., P.Geo
Senior Environmental Superintendent

Attach NT-NU Spill Report, Location Map and
Photos

cc. Michael Anderson, Allan Knight, Trevor Myers, Erik Madsen, Baffinland.
Erik Allain, AANDC,
Manager of Licencing, NWB
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Figure 1 – Spill Location (N 71° 18’ 47” W 79° 17’ 04”) shown as red star

Figure 2 – Spill before Cleanup
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Figure 3 – Spill Cleanup
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