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Submission Date: August 20, 2014 
 
Resource Management Officer       Manager, Major Projects 
Nunavut Field Operations      Qikiqtani Inuit Assocation 
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada   P.O. Box 219 
Box 100        Iqaluit, NU  X0A 0H0 
Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0       swbathory@qia.ca 
Robert.Savard@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca 
Justin.Hack@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca 
 
 
Re:  Follow-up to Spill 14-297 Reported on August 12th, 2014 
Mary River Project - Water Licence No. 2AM-MRY1325 
 
Summary: 
 
On August 11 2014 at 12:00, a boom truck was travelling south bound on the tote road between km 20 and 21 
when the hydraulic tank mounted underneath the bed and in-front of the left rear tandem axle detached and fell 
from the truck. The hydraulic tank was also struck by the left rear wheels of the truck causing damage to the 
truck and came to rest on its side in the center of the Tote Road. Approximately 260 liters of hydraulic oil was 
spilled onto the roadway over approximately 0.4 km in an area of 40 m2. Neither the water body nor the natural 
environment were impacted by product. 
 
Photos of the release on August 11th, as well as following recovery and remedial efforts are attached.  A map 
identifying the location of the impacted area is also attached. 
 
Immediate and Follow-Up Action: 
 
The boom truck was part of a larger crew, some of which immediately initiated the cleanup and others headed 
north towards Milne Port to report the incident ASAP. Boom Truck operator immediately pulled vehicle to the 
East Side of the Tote Road and shut the vehicle ignition off. The operator and the passenger quickly assessed 
the situation and obtained a shovel to create earthen berms in order to contain as much of the spill as possible 
to prevent any of the hydraulic oil from entering into the nearby waterway. Operator and passenger tipped the 
hydraulic tank spout-up in order to prevent the remaining contents from being released to the environment and 
moved it to the side of the road. Workers were stationed at both ends of the incident scene to stop any traffic 
that might be approaching the spill area from either direction. Spill cleanup was initiated approximately 2 hours 
after the incident, time for a loader and haul truck to arrive to scene. The finish of cleanup was completed August 
13th in the morning. Contaminated soil was brought to the landfarm and absorbent pads were put in Quatrex bag 
which was disposed of in Hazardous waste lined containment. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Road surface maintenance is an ongoing task by BIM. Additional and regular attention to rough areas has been 
recommended to the Material Handling department as this is a likely contributing factor in this incident.  
 
It has also been recommended that the Maintenance department add regular check of mounting straps, bolts, 
brackets and other similar hardware on vehicles subject to rough service in order to identify potential problems 
developing (metal fatigue, broken welds, broken/sheared bolts, etc.). 
  
Enforcement and monitoring of these inspections shall be ongoing.     
 
Current Status: 
 
The area has been fully cleaned up. 
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Should you require further information or clarification, please feel free to contact Allan Knight or Trevor Myers 
at (647) 253-0596 ext. 6010 or the undersigned at (902) 403-1337. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Millard, M.Sc., P.Geo. 
Environmental Manager 
 
Attach: Photos, Map, Original NT-NU Spill Report 
  
cc.   Michael Anderson, Allan Knight, Trevor Myers, Nicolas Kuzyk, Lea Willemse, Erik Madsen, Baffinland. 
 Erik Allain, AANDC 

Manager of Licencing, NWBth 
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Figure 1: Earthen berms preventing oil from entering waterway 
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Figure 2: General overview of impacted area 
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Figure 3: Adjacent waterway not impacted by spill 



 
 

2275 Upper Middle Road East, Suite 300 | Oakville ON, Canada L6H 0C3 | Main: 416.364.8820 | Fax: 416.364.0193 | www.baffinland.com 

 

 
Figure 4: Impacted area after clean-up - Area has been remediated (1/2) 
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Figure 5: Impacted area after clean-up - Area has been remediated (2/2) 
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Figure 6: Spill Location – Km 20.5 of tote Road 
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