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November 14, 2014

Manager of Licensing
Nunavut Water Board
P.O.Box 119

Gjoa Haven, Nunavut X0B 1J0

Dear Nunavut Water Board,

RE: 141014 2AM-MRY1325 SUBMISSION OF THE AQUATIC EFFECTS MONITORING PLAN

As requested? by the Nunavut Water Board (NWB), the Qikigtani Inuit Association (QIA) provides
this letter outlining its technical review of Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation’s (BIMC) Aquatic
Effects Monitoring Plan? (AEMP) submitted to fulfill Part I, Item 2 of the Type ‘A’ Water Licence
2AM-MRY1325. The QIA provides the following comments on the AEMP.

1. The QIA notes that the June 27, 2014 AEMP was submitted to the NWB in accordance with
Part I, Item 2 of the Type ‘A’ Water Licence 2AM-MRY1325. It is the QIA’s understanding that
the scope of the Type ‘A’ Water Licence does not include the Early Revenue Phase (ERP)
activities; BIMC has sought an amendment to their Water Licence® to address the ERP and the
NWB is currently completing a review of that amendment application®.

Therefore, the QIA’s review of the AEMP is restricted to the current Water Licence scope and
does not include a review of the ERP activities. Should the ERP activities be approved and the
Water Licence amendment occurs, the QIA recommends that the AEMP be updated, reviewed
and approved as a requirement of the amended Water Licence. The QIA therefore reserves
the right to complete a review of the ERP components of the AEMP at a time when the
activities are further understood, and not as part of the Water Licence amendment review
process. The QIA’s review of the Type ‘A’ Water Licence amendment (developed under a
separate cover for submittal to the NWB) addresses preliminary comments regarding the ERP
related components of the AEMP.

2. The AEMP is limited in the aquatic effects monitoring along the Tote Road and quarry/borrow
sites. Each of these locations have construction, operations and/or closure activities that have

1 NWB OCTOBER 14, 2014 Public Notice titled “141014 2AM-MRY1325 Submission of Aquatic Effects Monitoring
Plan”.

2 BIMC July 27, 2014 submittal to the NWT titled “Aquatic Effects Monitoring Plan BAF-H1-830-P16-0039 Rev 0”.

3 BIMC July 16, 2014 Type A Water Licence application titled “Application for Amendment to the Type “A” Water
Licence 2AM-MRY1325".

4NWB September 29, 2014 Public Notice titled “Licence 2AM-MRY1325, Type “A” — Notice of Amendment Application
and Commencement of Technical Review Period for Mary River Project”.
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potential to impact the receiving environment. Watercourse crossings (i.e., culvert and bridge
construction and operation) have the potential to impact fishery resources, and alter water
quality and flow from natural conditions. Short- and long-term effects for watercourse
crossings and quarry/borrow sites can arise as a result of the release of sediments due to
construction activities and erosion processes. Specific to the Tote Road water crossings and
quarry/borrow sites, the AEMP should include the following additional items:

a. Detail how the monitoring during operations will be used to assess potential changes
to aquatic environment, water quality and water quantity.

b. Detail how monitoring during construction (where applicable) will be used to assess
potential changes to the aquatic environment, water quality and water quantity.

c. The locations of monitoring, along with the parameters to be monitored and the
frequency of monitoring.

d. Details of how the monitored data will be analyzed to make a determination on the
aquatic effects.

e. Development of benchmarks for applicable indicator parameters.

f. Management actions and responses relative to the developed benchmarks.

Sincerely,

#

Stephen Williamson Bathory
Director, Major Projects
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