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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) and Nunavut Water Board (NWB) have jointly
prepared and issued this Pre-hearing Conference Decision Report (PHC Decision Report) to
provide a summary of the discussions and outcomes resulting from the joint NIRB and NWB
Technical Meeting held in Baker Lake, Nunavut on April 27-29, 2017, and the Community
Roundtable and Pre-hearing Conference (PHC) held in Baker Lake on May 1 and 2, 2017 as part
of the Boards’ review of Agnico Eagle Mines Limited’s (the Proponent or Applicant) Whale Tail
Pit project proposal (NIRB File No. 16MNO056) and the associated water licence application (NWB
File No. 2AM-WTP----). The Boards note that these meetings were conducted jointly in response
to the Proponent’s request that the NIRB and the NWB coordinate, to the extent possible, their
respective processes for the assessment of the Whale Tail Pit project proposal (the Project) and the
associated water licence application. The coordinated process has resulted in the NWB initiating
its consideration of the water licensing required for the Project at a much earlier stage than would
normally be the case and has engaged the NWB’s consideration of the water licence application
while the NIRB’s assessment of the Project is ongoing.

Throughout the PHC Decision Report, the NIRB and the NWB will provide their own summaries
regarding those aspects of the coordinated processes conducted to date to support each Board’s
consideration of the Project to fulfill their individual mandates. In addition, the PHC Decision
Report also provides each Board’s specific procedural direction regarding the next step in their
respective consideration of the Project and associated water licensing.

Nunavut Impact Review Board

Following the completion of the Technical Meeting, Community Roundtable session and PHC in
Baker Lake, and following consideration of the Environmental Impact Statement provided by the
Proponent, the technical review submissions and commitments of the parties provided during the
Technical Meeting, the NIRB has determined that its assessment of the Whale Tail Pit project
proposal can proceed to a Final Hearing. This determination is predicated on the condition that all
the information required to be submitted in advance of the Final Hearing is provided in accordance
with the timelines set out in the List of Commitments in Appendix F of this Report.

The NIRB has determined that the most appropriate venue for the Final Hearing is the closest
community to the proposed development, Baker Lake. The NIRB is also committed to taking
steps to ensure that representatives from each of the other potentially affected communities of
Arviat, Chesterfield Inlet, Coral Harbour, Naujaat, Rankin Inlet and Whale Cove have an
opportunity to participate in the Final Hearing.

The Final Hearing will proceed in accordance with the NIRB’s Rules of Procedure, dated
September 3, 2009. The Board has decided to vary Rule 38.1 to direct a party wishing to rely on
documentary evidence at the Final Hearing to file the documentary evidence at least thirty (30)
days before the date of the hearing (the specific deadlines for filing information with the NIRB
before the Final Hearing are set out in the PHC Decision Report, Section 5.3).
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During the Final Hearing, formal technical presentations will be scheduled to take place first and
will be organized by subject. After the technical component of the Final Hearing, the NIRB will
host the Community Roundtable session. All parties are required to ensure sufficient technical
expertise is available for both the technical sessions and the Community Roundtable to ensure that
community representatives, members of the public and other participants have their questions
responded to adequately.

Although the NIRB reserves the right to reschedule the Final Hearing if it considers it to be
necessary, the NIRB has tentatively scheduled the Final Hearing for the week of September 18,
2017. This is based on the assumption that all information required to be filed by Agnico Eagle in
advance of the Final Hearing is received by the NIRB.

The NIRB encourages the parties to work together to address the remaining outstanding technical
issues, and the Proponent is further encouraged to fully meet its commitments as set out in
Appendix F and to comply with the further direction of the Board as set out in this PHC Decision
Report regarding the additional information required.

Signed this 8 day of June, 2017.

/) )
78

Elizabeth Copland
Chairperson
Nunavut Impact Review Board
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Nunavut Water Board

For the Nunavut Water Board (NWB), this joint NIRB and NWB Pre-hearing Conference Decision
Report (PHC Decision Report) focuses on the NWB’s consideration of an Application submitted
to the NWB on July 8, 2016 by Agnico Eagle Mines Limited (the Applicant) for an amendment to
the existing Type “A” Water Licence No. 2AM-MEA1525, applicable to the Meadowbank Gold
Mine Project (the Application). On October 3, 2016, the NWB issued correspondence to the
Applicant indicating the NWB had determined that the scope of the works proposed should be
regulated by a separate Type “A” Water Licence, and that the NWB would therefore be processing
the Application as a new Type “A” Water Licence (2AM-WTP----) for Agnico Eagle and also
consequential amendments to the Type “A” Water Licence 2AM-MEA1525 for the Meadowbank
Gold Mine.

The Board issued a Notice of the Application on January 27, 2017 in joint correspondence with
the NIRB, setting tentative dates for the Technical Meeting, Community Session and PHC to be
held in Baker Lake, tentatively the weeks of April 24, 2017 and May 1, 2017. The Technical
Meeting and PHC for the Application were held in person in the community closest to the
undertaking, the Hamlet of Baker Lake, Nunavut on April 28-29, 2017 (Technical Meeting) and
May 1 to 2, 2017 (PHC). On the evening of April 27, 2017 the NIRB and NWB staff also hosted
a Community Session regarding the Application.

On June 6, 2017 by Motion 2017-03-P17-03, the members of the Whale Tail Pit Panel, duly
appointed by the Nunavut Water Board (NWB) to consider the Application, approved and directed
the release of this joint NIRB and NWB PHC Decision Report. Further, the Panel also approved
the release of the procedural direction associated with the next steps in the Board’s processing of
the Application. This procedural direction includes the NWB providing notice that the next stage
in the NWB’s processing of the Application will be to hold an in person Public Hearing in the
community of Baker Lake. The Public Hearing will not be conducted jointly with the NIRB Final
Hearing, but will be coordinated such that the NWB’s separate Public Hearing will be held
immediately at the conclusion of the NIRB Final Hearing to review the Whale Tail Pit Project
Proposal. The NWB Public Hearing is tentatively scheduled for the week of September 25, 2017.
It should be noted that although the NWB will be holding the NWB Public Hearing immediately
following the NIRB Final Hearing, the NWB will not be closing the Public Hearing Record, and
therefore not remitting the Application to the Panel for decision-making and ultimately issuing a
decision in respect of the Application until the NIRB review of the Whale Tail Pit Project proposal
has been completed (the decision from the Responsible Minister has been received), any updated
information that may be required by the NWB has been received and the Public Hearing Record
has closed. The NWB also notes that if the NIRB recommends and the Minister accepts that the
project proposal should not be allowed to proceed, the NWB would not issue a decision in respect
of the Application.

This PHC Decision Report also provides a summary of the outcome of the Technical Meeting,
Community Roundtable and Pre-hearing Conference (PHC) conducted jointly by the NIRB staff,
the NIRB’s Chairperson and the NWB staff. These joint sessions were conducted under Rule 14
of the NWB Rules of Practice and Procedure (the Rules), as modified by the NIRB and NWB to
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reflect that the Technical Meeting, Community Roundtable Session and PHC were jointly
conducted by the NIRB and NWB.

In particular, the NWB highlights that as required by Rule 14.1 of the Rules, the PHC dealt with
the following matters relevant to the Application:

Timetable for the Pre-Hearing exchange of information;

Identification of interested parties;

Submissions of interested parties;

List of issues to be dealt with at the Hearing;

Desirability of amending the Application for the purpose of clarification;
Procedures for the Hearing; and

Identification of any other matters that may assist in the simplification and disposition of
the Hearing.

The discussions and outcome of the PHC are set out in Section 5 of the PHC Decision Report.

Signed this 6 day of June, 2017

forr

Lootie Toomasie
Vice Chairperson and Chairperson of Panel P17
Nunavut Water Board
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Appendix A: Technical Meeting Agenda for the Whale Tail Pit Project
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Appendix B: Pre-hearing Conference Agenda for the Whale Tail Pit Project
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Appendix C: Summary Listings of Attendees at Community Session, Technical

Meeting and Pre-hearing Conference

Agnico Eagle Mines Limited/Golder Assoc. | Craig Simailak Nancy Kingilik
Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated Mike Ukpatiku Paula Navkyagik
Kivalliq Inuit Association Philip I. Au Alooq
Government of Nunavut John Ibili Alex R.
Environment and Climate Change Canada Diane Quinangnaq Minnie Niego

Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Matt Quinangnag

Lena Tapatai

Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada Malita Kalluk Susan Auoiokumath
Natural Resources Canada Peter Innalcatsik Caroline Oman
Transport Canada Alice Mannik Nathanie Tutamik

Cdn Nthn Economic Development Agency

Susan Ukpatiku

Mark Kingilik

Baker Lake HTO

Mark nD’ Agniar

Samantha Pattugaga

Baker Lake Hamlet Eva Elytook Bryan Boyer
Whale Cove HTO Harold Putayingtaq Lucas Kingilik
John Tatty Dorthy Josie Atatuua
Richard Angotiaruk Ellie Kanalokote Dean Killulak
Michael Angutetuar S. Shotek Sandra Kalmunik
Simionie Sammurtok Thomas Aliikasuk Michael Angutatuar
Elie Kimmaliardjuk David Simailak Paula Hughson
Richard Aksawnee Simon Tullugtaq L. Kreuger

Nick Arnalukjuak Annie Anautalik J. Kreuger
Thomas Alikaswa Leon Nukik Fanny Kingad
Noah Kataluk Thomas Aukaswa John Iqgalut

Bazil Kayavinik

Sean Amasun

Jennifer Tisher

Rebecca Walker Anez Are Hope Tookoome
Samson Okkiga Quinten Lahare Nancy Ukpasa
Batii Paradis William Lahare Norman Ukpasa
Uluadluak Kablutsiak Stephen Anaataq John Tagoona
Tony Cambelle Alison Andy Johnny Andy
Gabriel Nagyougalik Nancy Nagyaugalik Hillary Niutuq
Jonathan Tootoo Annie Iqulik Joe Dzz

Daniel Ukpatiku Judy Nungik Vivian Joedee
Bernie Haqpi Belinda Utatuaq Molly Akica
Nancy Mahak Lucy Kingilik
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Appendix D: List of Environmental Impact Statement and Water Licence
Application Submissions

DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE NIRB AS PART OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
AND WHALE TAIL PIT PROJECT PROPOSAL

The following documents pertain to the Whale Tail Pit project proposal Environmental Impact
Statement:

NIRB’s Online Application Form (formerly the NIRB Part 1 form in English);

NIRB Part 1 Summary Form in Inuktitut;

Non-technical Project Proposal summary in English and Inuktitut;

Volume 1 — Project Description;

Volume 2 — Environmental Overview and Type A Water Licence document; and

Volume 3 through Volume 8 — series of complementary documents to provide a full

understanding of the technical and scientific aspects of the Project, which includes:
o Volume 3 — Assessment Methods

Volume 4 — Atmospheric Environment

Volume 5 — Terrestrial Environment

Volume 6 — Freshwater Environment

Volume 7 — Human Environment

Volume 8 — Monitoring, Mitigation, and Management Plans

O 0O O O O

The following documents were included within Volume 8 — Monitoring. Mitigation and
Management Plans:

= Mine Waste Rock and Tailings Management Plan — Whale Tail Pit Addendum, Version
WT, June 2016;

=  Water Quality Monitoring and Management Plan for Dike Construction Dewatering
Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

= Landfill Design and Waste Management Plan — Whale Tail Pit Addendum, Version WT,

June 2016;

Water Management Plan Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

Water Quality and Flow Monitoring Plan, Version WT, June 2016;

Whale Tail Pit Haul Road Management Plan, Version WT, June 2016;

Ammonia Management Plan — Whale Tail Pit Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

Meadowbank and Whale Tail Bulk Fuel Storage Facilities: Environmental Performance

Monitoring Plan, Version 3, June 2016;

= Emergency Response Plan Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

= Hazardous Materials Management Plan Addendum Meadowbank Mine Site, Whale Tail
Pit Site, Baker Lake Facilities, Version WT, June 2016;

= Shipping Management Plan Whale Tail Pit, VVersion 1, June 2016;

= Spill Contingency Plan Meadowbank Mine Site, All Weather Access Road (AWAR),
Whale Tail Open Pit, Whale Tail Haul Road, and Baker Lake Marshalling Facilities,
Version WT, June 2016;

= Air Quality and Dustfall Monitoring Plan Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;
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= Core Receiving Environment Monitoring Program (CREMP): 2015 Plan Update — Whale
Tail Pit Addendum, May 2016;

= Groundwater Monitoring Plan Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

= Conceptual Fish Habitat Offsetting Plan: Whale Tail Pit, June 2016;

= QOperational ARD/ML (acid rock drainage/metal leaching) Sampling and Testing Plan —
Whale Tail Pit Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

= Socio Economic Management and Monitoring Plan for the Whale Tail Pit, Version 1, June
2016;

= Terrestrial Ecosystem Management Plan Addendum, Version 2, June 2016;

= Archaeological Management Plan Agnico Eagle Mines: Meadowbank Division — Whale
Tail Pit and Haul Road, March 2016; and

= Interim Whale Tail Pit Closure and Reclamation Plan, Version WT, June 2016.

The following additional information was provided by Agnico Eagle on January 20, 2017
subsequent to the Information Request period:

= Whale Tail Pit Final Information Request Responses, January 2017
= Figures associated with the Whale Tail Pit Final Information Request Responses, January
2017

The following additional information was provided by Agnico Eagle on January 28, 2017 in
follow-up to the January 20, 2017 correspondence to address the comments and recommendations
noted in the aforementioned correspondence:

= Whale Tail Pit Project: Predicted Changes in Fish Mercury Concentrations in the flooded
area of Whale Tail Lake (South Basin);

= Meadowbank Gold Project — Habitat Compensation Monitoring plan (Version 4); and

= Conceptual Whale Tail Lake (North Basin) Fishout work plan.

The following additional information was included within the technical review comment responses
to the NIRB from Agnico Eagle on April 7, 2017 with additional submissions provided on April
25, 2017:

= Whale Tail Pit Final Technical Comment Responses, April 2017

= Agnico Eagle’s Responses in response to Health Canada’s Technical Comments, April
2017

= Figures associated with Agnico Eagle’s Responses in response to Health Canada’s
Technical Comments, April 2017

The following supplemental information was provided to the NIRB and the NWB by Agnico Eagle
on April 19, 2017:

= Caribou workshop meeting minutes from workshop held on February 22 -23rd, 2017; and
= A short technical memo with a “Viewshed Analysis” in support of the TEMP.
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DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE NWB AS PART OF THE WATER LICENCE APPLICATION

The following documents pertaining to the water licence application were included within EIS
Volume 2 — Environmental Overview and Type “A” Water Licence:

Cover Letter;

Appendix 2-C Regulatory History;

Appendix 2-H Completed Application form for Water Licence Amendment;
Appendix 2-1 Nunavut Water Board Conformity;

Appendix 2-J Project Design Considerations;

Appendix 2-K Record of Compliance to Water Licence;

$30 application fee.

The following documents were included within EIS Volume 8 — Monitoring. Mitigation and
Management Plans:

Mine Waste Rock and Tailings Management Plan — Whale Tail Pit Addendum, Version
WT, June 2016;

Water Quality Monitoring and Management Plan for Dike Construction Dewatering
Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

Landfill Design and Waste Management Plan — Whale Tail Pit Addendum, Version WT,
June 2016;

Water Management Plan Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

Water Quality and Flow Monitoring Plan, Version WT, June 2016;

Whale Tail Pit Haul Road Management Plan, Version WT, June 2016;

Ammonia Management Plan — Whale Tail Pit Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;
Meadowbank and Whale Tail Bulk Fuel Storage Facilities: Environmental Performance
Monitoring Plan, Version 3, June 2016;

Emergency Response Plan Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

Hazardous Materials Management Plan Addendum Meadowbank Mine Site, Whale Tail
Pit Site, Baker Lake Facilities, Version WT, June 2016;

Shipping Management Plan Whale Tail Pit, Version 1, June 2016;

Spill Contingency Plan Meadowbank Mine Site, All Weather Access Road (AWAR),
Whale Tail Open Pit, Whale Tail Haul Road, and Baker Lake Marshalling Facilities,
Version WT, June 2016;

Air Quality and Dustfall Monitoring Plan Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

Core Receiving Environment Monitoring Program (CREMP): 2015 Plan Update — Whale
Tail Pit Addendum, May 2016;

Groundwater Monitoring Plan Addendum, Version WT, June 2016;

Conceptual Fish Habitat Offsetting Plan: Whale Tail Pit, June 2016;

Operational ARD/ML Sampling and Testing Plan — Whale Tail Pit Addendum, Version
WT, June 2016;

Socio Economic Management and Monitoring Plan for the Whale Tail Pit, VVersion 1, June
2016;

Terrestrial Ecosystem Management Plan Addendum, Version 2, June 2016;
Archaeological Management Plan Agnico Eagle Mines: Meadowbank Division — Whale
Tail Pit and Haul Road, March 2016; and

Interim Whale Tail Pit Closure and Reclamation Plan, Version WT, June 2016.
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The following additional information was included within Applicant responses to the comments
pertaining the completeness of Application on December 7, 2016 and January 27, 2017:

Technical Memorandum: Groundwater Quality Investigation Amarug, Nunavut,
November 15, 2016;

Appendix 8-Al: Whale Tail Pit — Waste Rock Management Plan (Version 1), January
2017;

Appendix 8-A.2 — Whale Tail Pit Water Quality Monitoring and Management Plan for
Dike Construction and Dewatering (Version 1), January 2017;

Appendix 8-B1: Whale Tail Pit — Landfill Design and Management Plan (Version 1),
January 2017;

Appendix 8-B2: Whale Tail Pit — Water Management Plan (Version 1), January 2017;
Appendix 8-B3: Whale Tail Pit — Water Quality and Flow Monitoring Plan (Version 1),
January 2017; and

Appendix WT: Meadowbank Tailings Storage Facility Management Plan for Whale Tail
Pit (Version 1), January 2017.

The following information was included within the technical review comment responses to the
NWB from Agnico Eagle on April 7, 2017:

Whale Tail Pit Final Technical Comment Responses, April 2017.
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Appendix E: List of Commitments Generated during the Technical Review Period
of the Environmental Impact Statement and the Water Licence Application
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Appendix F: List of Commitments Generated during the Technical Meeting/Pre-
hearing Conference for the Whale Tail Pit Project Proposal and the Water Licence
Application No. 2AM-WTP----
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Appendix G: List of Issues (NWB Application) Carried Forward into the Public
Hearing

= |ntegration between Existing Licences and Proposed Licence
o Scope of consequential amendments/modifications to existing Water Licences
2AM-MEA1525 and 8BC-AEA1525
o Term of the Licence
= Water Management
o Scope of new Type “A” Water Licence applicable to the mining undertaking at
Whale Tail Pit
o Water Balance for all withdrawal sources (Nemo Lake)
=  Water Use
o Annual water use amounts from each source (including changes to allocations of
existing licenced water uses)
= Updated Water Quality Predictions and Updates to Water Quality Models
= Water Quality and Flow Monitoring
o Speciation of arsenic in Monitoring
o Water Quality Modelling
o Adaptive Management
= Wastewater and Effluent Discharge Criteria
= Water Treatment
o Water Treatment Methods Selected for the Undertaking (e.g., arsenic and
phosphorous)
= Waste Rocks and Tailings Management
o Design Changes at the Tailings Storage Facility at Meadowbank Site
o Waste Rock Non-Potentially Acid Generating and Potentially Acid Generating
Characterization
o Thermal Modeling for Waste Rock Storage Facility design
= Mitigation Measures
= Management Plans and Reports
o Content of plans
o Updates to plans
o Approval of plans
= Closure and Reclamation Planning
o Pitand Whale Tail Lake (North Basin) Water Quality
o Tailing Impoundment Area Water Quality
o Tailing Storage and Waste Rock Storage Facility Cover
o Updates to the Interim Closure and Reclamation Plan
o Security Cost Estimate
=  Water User Compensation
o Confirmation from the Kivalliq Inuit Association (KIA) and Agnico Eagle that
there are no outstanding issues of water user compensation
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