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ᐃᓂᓕᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 



Roles and responsibilities 

Crown-Indigenous Relations and 

Northern Affairs Canada’s (CIRNAC) 

responsibilities, mandate, and 

obligations are in alignment with the 

following: 

• Crown-Indigenous Relations and 

Northern Affairs Act 

• Nunavut Agreement 

• Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 

Act 

• Nunavut Waters and Nunavut 

Surface Rights Tribunal Act and 

the associated regulations 

• Nunavut Planning and Project 

Assessment Act 

• Territorial Lands Act and the 

associated regulations 

• Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention 

Act 

 

 

ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᑐᖃᖅᑯᑦ (CIRNAC) 
ᑲᒪᒋᔭᒃᓴᖏᑦ,ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᖁᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᒃᓴᖏᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖓᑦ 
ᖃᓂᖁᓯᒪᔪᑦ: 
 

• ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᑐᖃᖅᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᖅ 

• ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐊᖏᕈᑦ 

• ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᓄᓇᑖᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᕈᑎᒧᑦ 
ᒪᓕᒐᖅ 

• ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐃᒪᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ 
ᓄᓇᐅᑉ ᖃᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᓄᑦ 
ᐃᖃᑐᐃᕝᕕᒃ ᒪᓕᒐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖁᒥᐅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᐃᑦ 

• ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᓄᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᖅ 

• ᓄᓇᖃᕈᓯᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓂᒃ ᒪᓕᒐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖁᒥᐅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᖅ 

• ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᒪᖅ 
ᓴᓗᒪᐃᓕᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓴᐳᒥᔪᑎᒃᓴᖅ 
ᒪᓕᒐᖅ 
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ᐃᓚᐅᔪᓯᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᔪᒃᓴᑦ 



Contributions to 
application review 

CIRNAC made the following 
submissions to the Nunavut Water 
Board: 

• Information Requests: July 18, 2019 

• Response to Information Requests: 

August 9, 2019 

• Technical Review Comments: 

September 16, 2019 

• Meeting between AEM and CIRNAC: 

September 24-25, 2019 

• Technical meeting: October 29-30, 

2019 in Yellowknife. 

• Adaptive management meetings 

between AEM, CIRNAC and KIA:  

Dec 3, 2019; and January 8, 2020. 
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ᓴᕿᑕᐅᓐᓂᑯᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ 
ᕿᒥᕈᔭᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 

ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᑐᖃᖅᑯᑦ ᐅᑯᐊ ᓴᕿᑕᖏᑦ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐃᒪᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ: 
 

• ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑕᐅᑎᓗᒍ: ᔪᓚᐃ 18, 2019 

• ᑭᐅᔪᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑕᐅᑎᓗᒍ: 

ᐋᒐᓯ 9, 2019 

• ᐃᓕᓯᒪᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᕿᒥᕈᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓂᑉᓕᐅᑕᐅᔪᑦ:  

ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 16, 2019 

• ᑲᑎᒪᓐᓂᐊ ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᑐᖃᖅᑯᑦ: 

ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 24-25, 2019 

• ᐃᓕᓯᒪᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᖅ:  

ᐊᒃᑐᐸ 29-30, 2019 ᔭᓗᓇᐃᒥ. 

• ᖃᓄᐃᓕᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐊ 

ᐅᑯᐊ ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᑐᖃᖅᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦ:  

ᑎᓴᒻᐱᕆ 3, 2019, ᐊᒻᒪ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 8, 2020. 



I. Delayed Waste Rock Storage Facility Interflow Seepage 
ᑭᖑᕙᕆᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᕆᐊᖅᐸᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ 

ᑯᕕᖅᑕᕐᓂᑯᑦ ᓯᐊᒪᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᕐᓂᐊ 
 
 

Comment 

AEM predicts an increase of arsenic 
concentrations in the receiving environment 
due to the interflow seepage from the 
WRSFs. CIRNAC considers this to 
represent a long-term environmental risk 
and financial liability.  

Recommendation 

• Post-closure monitoring program be 
extended to 25 years or until site stability 
is demonstrated or achieved by AEM. 

• AEM to update their Final Closure and 
Reclamation Plan by incorporating 
monitoring data and model results 
obtained during mine operations before 
closure.  

• AEM to conduct geochemical assessment 
of the placed WRSF covers prior to final 
closure to confirm that the cover contains 
less than 1.0 wt% of waste rock types 
with elevated arsenic leaching potential. 

Status 

Resolved   

 5 

ᓂᑉᓕᐅᑎᒃᓴᑦ 

ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒍᓪᒧᑦ ᐳᒃᑕᓚᐃᔪᑦ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᔪᖅ ᑯᕕᖅᑕᒐᐅᒃᐸᑦ ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐃᓚᖓ 
ᓯᐊᒻᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᒪᑦ. ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᑐᖃᑯᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᓯᐅᕈᓯᑯᑦ 
ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᓯᕕᑐᔪᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᒧᑦ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑭᓇᐅᔭᖅᑐᕆᐊᖃᓂᐊᖅᖢᓂ.  

ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑕᐅᖁᔭᐅᔪᖅ 

• ᐅᑯᒃᑯᐊᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑎᓗᒍ ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᐅᕙᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ 25 
ᐅᑭᐅᓄᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᓂᐊᖅᕕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓂᒃᓯᔪᔭᖅᐸᑦ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐸᑦ ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ. 

• ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᑕᖑᕆᐊᖃᑕᖓᑦ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐸᖅᓯᐅᑦ 
ᓴᓗᒻᒪᖅᓴᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖓᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᓗᒍ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᒥᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᓂᒃᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐱᐊᓂᒃᑕᐅᓐᓂᑯᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐅᒃᑯᐊᓚᐅᖃᑎᓐᓇᒍ.  

• ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕆᐊᓕᑦ ᓱᓇᑕᖃᒪᖓᑦ 
ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᑯᐊᕆᐊᕕᓴᐅᑉ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᒍᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᒪᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᒪᑦ ᐅᒃᑐᕋᐅᓯᒃᑯᑦ  
1.0 ᐅᖁᒪᐃᓪᓂᐊ ᐅᒃᑐᕋᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᓂᖁᖢᒍ (wt%) 
ᐊᑕᓂᑦᑐᒥᑦ ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᒍᓪᒧᑦ 
ᐳᑦᑕᓚᐃᔪᓯᕐᒥᑦ ᐱᑕᖃᕈᓐᓂᐊ. 

ᖃᓄᐃᖓᓂᖅ 

ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ   



II. Waste Rock Storage Facility Closure Designs 
ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᕆᐊᖅᐸᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ 

ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᓯᓴᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᓂᐊ 
 Comment 

Multiple uncertainties with the 

potential to affect the long-term 

performance of the WRSF. 

Recommendation 

• Current WRSF cover designs be 

approved in concept only. 

• AEM is to finalize the WRSF cover 

designs by incorporating all 

monitoring data and additional 

thermal and seepage modelling 

results prior to full closure. 

Status 

Resolved 
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ᓂᑉᓕᐅᑎᒃᓴᑦ 

ᐊᒥᓱᒪᕆᐅᖕᒪᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᖏᑦᑐᑦ 
ᓯᕕᑐᔪᑲᓪᓚᒧᓪᓗ ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᑕᒪᑐᒧᖓ ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᒧᑦ. 

ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑕᐅᖁᔭᐅᔪᖅ 

• ᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᓂᐊ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ 
ᓇᒻᒪᒋᔭᐅᖁᑉᓗᒍ. 

• ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᐊᓂᒋᐊᖃᓂᐊᖅᑕᖓᑦ 
ᓇᕕᑦᑕᖅᕕᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᖁᒥᐅᑕᖃᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᒪᐃᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᓂᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓚᖃᓗᒍ ᑯᕕᖅᑕᒐᐅᔪᖅ 
ᑯᕕᑐᐃᓐᓇᓕᖅᐸᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᖃᑕᐅᓗᒍ 
ᐅᑯᐊᖃᓇᒃ. 

ᖃᓄᐃᖓᓂᖅ 

ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 



III. Adaptive Management 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓯᒃᑯᑦ 

 

 Comment 

AEM recently prepared an Adaptive 

Management Plan with quantifiable 

action/trigger levels regarding if and 

when mitigations may be necessary. 

Sufficient funds also need to 

Recommendation 

• Adaptive Management Plan be 

approved by the NWB, and 

incorporated into all aspects of 

AEM’s operations. 

• Site reclamation security includes 

provisional allowances for adaptive 

management mitigations 

Status:  Resolved  
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ᓂᑉᓕᐅᑎᒃᓴᑦ 

ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᖓᑦᑎᐊᓴᖅ ᐊᕿᖅᓱᐃᓚᐅᒪᑕ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓯᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᒥᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᓗᒍ ᐅᒃᑐᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᔪᖃᓪᓚᓂᖅᐸᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᒥᑦ. 
ᓇᒻᒪᒃᑐᒥᒃ ᑭᓇᐅᔭᖃᕈᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᓕᒃ ᐃᑯᓇ  

ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ 

• ᖃᓄᐃᓕᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓯᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎ ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᖁᑉᓗᒍ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ 
ᐃᒪᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓕᖅᓗᓂ ᐅᑯᐊ ᐊᒡᓃᑯᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐅᔭᕋᕐᓂᐊᕈᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ. 

• ᐅᔭᕋᕐᓂᐊᖅᕕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇ 
ᒥᐊᓂᖅᓱᐃᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᐱᑕᖃᖅᑐᖅ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓯᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᓕᖓᔪᓂᒃ 

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐊ:  ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ  



Conclusion 
ᐱᐊᓂᒋᐊᕈᑦ 

 

CIRNAC will continue to work 

through the water licence 

application review process with 

the aim of protecting Nunavut’s 

inland water resources while 

promoting sustainable 

development. 

 

ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᑐᖃᑯᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒧᑦ ᓚᐃᓴ 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᕿᒥᕈᔭᐅᓂᐊᒍᑦ 
ᓴᐳᒻᒥᓂᓇᓱᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᑕᓯᑦ 
ᐃᓗᕙᓯᒃᑐᑦ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᔪᒥᓴᕈᑎᒋᓗᒍ ᓄᓇᒥᒃ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᔪᖅ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑎᒋᓗᒍ. 
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Lcᓇ Matna  

ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ Qujannamiik 

Thank you 

Merci 

ᒪ'ᓇ 

 


