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The NWB
 is an Institution of Public 

Government (IPG) established 
under Article 13 of the 
Nunavut Agreement

 has responsibilities and powers 
over the regulation, use, and 
management of freshwater in 
the Nunavut Settlement Area





NWB Background Info.
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 Objects of the NWB are to 
provide for the conservation 
and utilization of waters in 
Nunavut, except in a national 
park, in a manner that will 
provide the optimum benefit 
from those waters for 
Nunavut’s residents in 
particular and Canadians in 
general.



NWB Background Info. Cont.
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 Based on its mandate and 
Nunavut Waters Regulations 
(Regulations), the NWB may 
issue any of the following 
authorizations for the use of 
water and/or deposit of waste 
for undertakings in Nunavut:

o Authorization without a  
Licence (less than 50 m3

per day water required)



o

50 m3

Authorizations NWB may Issue
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o Type “B” Water Licence
(between 50 m3 and 299 m3

per day water required)

o Type  “A”  Water Licence
(300 m3 or more per day 
water required)

 This week’s Public Hearing is 
for a Type “A” water licence
application based on criteria set 
out in Schedules 2 and 3 of the 
Regulations. 

O   “B”
50 m3 299 

m3

o “A” 
300 m3



“A” 

Authorizations NWB May Issue Cont.
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NWB receives application and confirms classification of undertaking and type of licence 
as a Type “A” licence

“A” 

NWB conducts concordance review

Applicant provides additional 
information if required 

NWB issues notice of application and requests 
technical review and submission of comments

(30 days minimum)

Next slide

NWB Type “A” Licensing Process
“A” 
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NWB jointly with NIRB holds TM 
and PHC 

NWB issues notice of Public Hearing (a 60 
day minimum requirement)

If required, applicant provides 
additional information or 

clarification

If directed in PHC decision, 
applicant provides additional 

information

NWB jointly with NIRB Issues PHC 
Decision

Next slide 

Parties submit written representations
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Parties prepare for public hearing

Minister approves the issuance 
of the licence

Minister does not approve the 
issuance of the licence

Minister approves of NWB 
decision

Minister does not approve of NWB 
decision

NWB holds Public Hearing

NWB issues decision to not approve of application 
with reasons to Minister

NWB issues decision to approve of application and 
provides a draft licence to Minister (Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Development Canada)

Parties exchange written interventions

NWB Type “A” Licensing Process
“A” 

Current Stage
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10

 Application before the Board is by 
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited (Agnico
Eagle) related to the development of 
the Whale Tail Pit Project.

Water Use from Whale Tail and Nemo 
Lakes:
o Construction and Operation (2018-

2021) - up to 191,052m3/year
o Closure - Whale Tail Pit and Lake 

flooding: 
- 2022 – up to 10,845,663m3

- 2023-2026 – 4,543,013m3/year
o Camp 2021-2028 – 17,520m3/year




:

o
(2018-2021) –
191,052m3/

o -
: 

- 2022 – 10,845,663m3

- 2023-2026 –
4,543,013m3/

o 2021-2028 –
17,520m3/

Scope of Application
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 Development of a mine with 
construction and operation of 
mine related facilities and 
infrastructure:
• Camp accommodation 

buildings, maintenance and 
storage areas,  crusher, power 
plant, explosive magazines

• Whale Tail open pit 
• 3 Ore Stockpiles
• 1 Waste rock and overburden 

storage facility
• Landfill



•

•
• 3 
• 1 

•

Scope of Application
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• Existing 64.1 km Amaruq
Exploration Access Road to 
expand the road from 6.5m to be 
9.5m in width

• Fuel storage facility (0.5mln L) 
• Quarries and borrow pits
• Water management infrastructure: 

Water collection ponds, water 
retention dikes, water diversion 
channels, water passage culverts

• 64.1 

6.5 9.5 

•
(0.5 ) 

•
•

Scope of Application Con’t.
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Scope of Application Con’t.

• Water treatment plants including 
potable water treatment plant 
and Sewage treatment plant

• Trucking of ore to Meadowbank
site for processing and use of 
Meadowbank site’s 
o Mill and water supply for ore 

processing; Tailings storage 
facility; 

o Baker Lake marshalling area; 
All-weather access road from 
Baker Lake 

o Airstrip and Camp facilities.

•

•

o

o

o
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 July 08, 2016
NWB received from Agnico
Eagle an application for 
Amendment to Type “A” Water 
Licence for Meadowbank Mine 
to include development of 
Whale Tail open pit.  
Agnico Eagle requested that 
Nunavut Impact Review Board 
(NIRB) coordinate its 
assessment of the Whale Tail 
Pit project proposal with the 
NWB's associated licensing 
process

 08, 2016

“A” 

Application Procedural History
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 August 18, 2016
NIRB  determined that Whale 
Tail Pit proposal had not been 
assessed as part of the original 
Meadowbank Gold Mine Project, 
and due to its location outside of 
the original Meadowbank project 
footprint, this will require a 
separate assessment (Review) by 
NIRB under the terms of the 
Nunavut Agreement and Nunavut 
Planning  and Project Assessment 
Act (NuPPAA)

 18, 2016

(NuPPAA)

Application Procedural History
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Application Procedural History

 October 3, 2015
NWB publicly distributed the 
application for completeness 
check and initial technical 
assessment.  NWB requested 
Agnico Eagle to confirm that
the Application could be 
considered by NWB as an 
application for a new Type “A” 
Water Licence

 October 15, 2015
Agnico Eagle accepted the 
proposed approach

 3, 2015

“A” 

 15, 2015
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 November 3, 2016
NWB received comments on 
completeness and initial 
technical assessment from  
DFO, ECCC and INAC

 December 7, 2016 and 
January 26, 2017
NWB received Agnico Eagle’s 
responses to comments on 
completeness/initial 
assessment

 3, 2016

 7, 2016 26, 
2017 

Application Procedural History Con’t.
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 January 27, 2017
NIRB and NWB publicly 
distributed the Whale Tail Pit 
project proposal and water 
licence application for full 
technical review 

 March 13, 2017
NIRB and NWB distributed  
TM and PHC draft Agenda 

 27, 2017

 13, 2017

Application Procedural History Con’t.

Water Licence Application  2AM-WTP----
Public Hearing



2017-09-20

2AM-WTP---- NWB Public Hearing 10

19

 March 28, 2017
NWB received technical 
review comments related to the 
water licence application from
DFO, ECCC, INAC and KivIA

 April 7, 2017 
NWB received Agnico Eagle’s 
preliminary responses to 
technical review comments

 28, 2017

 7, 2017 

Application Procedural History Con’t.
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 April 21-25, 2017
NWB received Proponent’s 
and Intervenors’ presentations 
for TM

 April 24, 2017 
NIRB and NWB jointly 
released Final Agenda for TM 
/ PHC

 21-25, 2017 

 24, 2017 

Application Procedural History Con’t.
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 April 28-29, 2017
NIRB/NWB Joint Technical 
Meeting/Pre-hearing 
Conference held in Baker 
Lake

 June 8, 2017 
NIRB and NWB jointly 
released TM/PHC Decision

 June 8 - July 14, 2017 
Agnico Eagle provided its  
commitment submissions

 28-29, 2017 
ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᑦ

 8, 2017 
ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᑦ

 8 - 14, 2017 

Application Procedural History Con’t.
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 July 17, 2017
NWB issued Notice of Public 
Hearing (PH)

 August 14-15, 2017 
NWB received DFO, ECCC, 
INAC and KivIA final 
submissions for PH 

 August 28, 2017 
NWB received Agnico Eagle’s  
final submissions for PH 

 17, 2017

(PH)

 14-15, 2017 

 28, 2017 

Application Procedural History Con’t.
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 September 5-13, 2017
NWB received copies of the 
Public Hearing presentations 
from DFO, ECCC, INAC, 
KivIA and Agnico Eagle

 September 8, 2017 
NWB distributed PH agenda

 5-13, 2017

 8, 2017 

Application Procedural History Con’t.

Water Licence Application  2AM-WTP----
Public Hearing

24

 The Applicant, DFO, ECCC, 
INAC and the KivIA have all 
contributed to the review process 
for the Application

 Participated in formal and 
informal discussions aimed at 
resolving relevant issues  

 Provided the Board and the 
Proponent with valuable 
technical information (questions 
and concerns) on relevant issues







Agnico Eagle and Interveners’ Participation

Water Licence Application  2AM-WTP----
Public Hearing



2017-09-20

2AM-WTP---- NWB Public Hearing 13

25

 Everyone is encouraged to 
participate in the PH and this 
community session

 Interested persons can also 
contact NWB staff if needing to 
provide written comments or to 
review the documents filed for 
application 

 All documents received have 
been posted on the NWB’s FTP 
site at ftp.nwb-oen.ca







ftp.nwb-oen.ca

Public Participation
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 The Public Hearing of this week 
is chaired by the Board Panel and 
led by the Board's Chair

 The NWB Panel is here to 
consider the evidence provided 
during the hearing before issuing 
a decision in about 30-45 days 
after acceptance of project 
proposal by NIRB

 The NWB will inform the public 
of the Board's decision  once 
rendered





30-
45



Next Steps for the Type “A” Application 
“A” 
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 Stephanie Autut, Executive Director

stephanie.autut@nwb-oen.ca

 David Hohnstein, Director of Technical 
Services

david.hohnstein@nwb-oen.ca

 Ben Kogvik, Director of Board 
Administration & Communication 

ben.kogvik@nwb-oen.ca

 Karen Kharatyan, Acting Manager 
Licensing / Sr. Technical Advisor 
karen.kharatyan@nwb-oen.ca

 Richard Dwyer, Licensing 
Administrator 

richard.dwyer@nwb-oen.ca


stephanie.autut@nwb-oen.ca



david.hohnstein@nwb-oen.ca



ben.kogvik@nwb-oen.ca



karen.kharatyan@nwb-oen.ca



richard.dwyer@nwb-oen.ca

NWB Staff Contact Information
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Questions and/or Comments?

Thank You! ! 

Questions and Comments

Water Licence Application  2AM-WTP----
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