
 
 

145 King Street East, Suite 400, Toronto ON M5C 2Y7 CANADA Tel: 1 416.947.1212 Fax: 1 416.367.4681 Toll Free: 1 888.822.6714 agnicoeagle.com 

September 28, 2026 
 
Karen Kharatyan 
Nunavut Water Board 
PO Box 119 
Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0 

NWB File No. 2AM-WTP1830 

 
 
Re: Water Licence 2AM-WTP1830 – 2026 Whale Tail Waste Rock Storage Facility 

Modification  

Dear Mr. Kharatyan,  

Agnico Eagle Mines Limited (Agnico Eagle) is writing to the Nunavut Water Board (NWB) to provide sixty 
(60) days’ notice of a proposed Modification to the Whale Tail Mine under Part G of Water Licence (2AM-
WTP1830).  

1. Background 

On August 10, 2026 Agnico Eagle submitted an application to the Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) to 
complete a screening of the proposed project changes, whereby Agnico Eagle is requesting a modification 
to the approved Whale Tail Waste Rock Storage Facility (herein referred to as the Whale Tail WRSF 
Modification or Modification). The NPC concluded on August 28, 2026 that the proposed changes were 
exempt from screening as the Whale Tail WRSF Modification does not change the general scope of the 
original or previously amended activities (Attachment A). Subsequently, Agnico Eagle is submitting this 
notification of Modification per Water Licence 2AM-WTP1830, Part G, Item 3a-g for the NWB review and 
approval, as described in the sections below.  

2. Conditions Applying to Modifications 

Part G, Item 3a: Description of Facilities and/or Works to be Constructed 
As set out in the enclosed materials, this Modification application discusses changes associated with the 
modification of the Whale Tail WRSF footprint. 

The proposed modification to the Whale Tail WRSF is to accommodate waste production from the mining 
of Whale Tail Pit. Agnico Eagle has determined with continuing to mine the approved Whale Tail pushback 
that the approved Whale Tail WRSF cannot accommodate all the waste rock generated. The modification 
of the WRSF will have the capacity to hold 90M tonnes of waste rock. All runoff from the WRSF will be 
routed to the existing WRSF Pond and pumped to the attenuation pond, as per current process. Review of 
updates to water management infrastructure to design criteria is currently in progress; if updates are needed 
for freshet 2027, design reports will be submitted. 

All closure and reclamation plans for the existing Whale Tail WRSF will be carried over for the modified 
areas and no changes are expected. All areas of the WRSF will be covered with non-acid generating (NAG) 
material as is the case with the existing WRSF for closure. 
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Part G, Item 3b: Proposed Location of Structure(s) 
Activities for the WRSF Modification are located within the approved Whale Tail Mine footprint (Project 
Certificate No.008, Amendment 001), as presented in Figure 1. 

Figure 1: Approved Whale Tail Mine and Whale Tail WRSF Modification 

 
 

Part G, Item 3c: Potential Impacts to the Receiving Environment 
Agnico Eagle completed an update to the water balance and site and downstream water quality model to 
account for the Whale Tail WRSF Modification. The water quality model results show that all parameters 
are predicted to remain below their respective water quality guidelines in receiving lakes during Operations. 
Once effluent discharge ceases in active closure, active treatment of water in IVR Pit will manage arsenic 
to allow for passive flooding of the pits. Once flooded, all parameters are expected to be below the 
respective guidelines post-closure. 

The updated results of the water quality predictions associated with the 2026 Modification are provided in 
Attachment C. 

Part G, Item 3d: Monitoring Required 
Agnico Eagle does not anticipate any additional monitoring from that already included within Water Licence 
2AM-WTP1830, particularly as there are no new structures associated with the Whale Tail WRSF 
Modification. Agnico Eagle will adhere to the sampling locations, parameters measured, and frequencies 
of sampling as outlined in Schedule D, Table 2 – Monitoring Program of the Water Licence, as well as the 
Whale Tail Water Quality and Flow Monitoring Plan.  
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In addition, the Whale Tail Water Management Plan and Whale Tail Waste Rock Management Plan have 
been updated to account for the 2026 Modification and are provided in Attachment B and Attachment D, 
respectively.   

Part G, Item 3e: Schedule for Construction 
The Whale Tail WRSF Modification activities would initiate following approval from the NWB. Further details 
are outlined in Section 3 the Whale Tail Waste Rock Management Plan (Attachment D).  

Part G, Item 3f: Drawings of Engineering Structures 
Modification to the Whale Tail WRSF will follow the same Design Report and Drawings submitted in 
December 2019 (Agnico Eagle 2019) and accepted by the NWB, per Part D, Item 4 of Water Licence 2AM-
WTP1830. As per the drawing in Attachment E, there will be a modification to the facility to accommodate 
the waste rock. 

Part G, Item 3g: Sediment and Erosion Control Measures 
No new sediment or erosion control measures are required. The measures outlined in Section 3.7.1 of the 
Whale Tail Water Management Plan (Attachment B) are sufficient for the Whale Tail WRSF Modification 
activities.  

3. Closure 

Agnico Eagle thanks the NWB for their timely review and consideration of the proposed Whale Tail WRSF 
Modification under Water Licence 2AM-WTP1830. Agnico Eagle is committed to responsibly manage waste 
and water resources to minimize or eliminate potential effects to the environment in accordance with the 
Water Licence, Project Certificate No. 008, and objectives as outlined in Management Plans for the Whale 
Tail Mine.   

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

 
Colleen Prather 
Superintendent, Permitting and Regulatory Affairs  
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited 

Attachments: Attachment A NPC Letter - Exempt from Screening  
Attachment B Water Management Plan  
Attachment C Water Balance and Water Quality Forecast 
Attachment D Waste Rock Management Plan 
Attachment E Waste Rock Storage Facility Design 

 

References: 
Agnico Eagle (Agnico Eagle Mines Limited). 2019. Whale Tail WRSF Expansion and IVR WRSF Design Report and 

Drawings. 60-Day Notice to Nunavut Water Board In Accordance with Water License 2AM-WTP-1826. December 
2019. 
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Attachment A NPC Letter - Exempt from Screening 
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Attachment B Water Management Plan 
 

(due to file size, document is provided in standalone pdf file) 
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Attachment C Water Balance and Water Quality Forecast 
 

(due to file size, document is provided in standalone pdf file) 
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Attachment D Waste Rock Management Plan 
 

(due to file size, document is provided in standalone pdf file) 
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Attachment E WRSF Design 
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