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P.O. Box 119


Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0             kNK5 wmoEp5 vtmpq

Tel: (867) 360-6338
Nunavut Water Board
Fax: (867) 360-6369
NUNAVUT IMALIRIYIN KATIMAYINGI

April 11, 2001





NWB File NO: NWB1BOS9801 

To:

Distribution List

Subject:
Date of Pre-Hearing Conference for Boston Project

Dear Parties:

Following NWB letters of March 25 and 28, 2001 regarding the date of the pre-hearing conference (PHC) and hearing on an application by Hope Bay Joint Venture (HBJV) to renew licence NWB1BOS9001, the Board received a first submission (by electronic mail) dated April 2, 2001 from John Donihee, legal counsel for the Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KIA), and a second submission, on April 8, 2001, from Jack Kaniak, Lands Manager for the KIA.

In both submissions to the Board, the KIA raises several important issues: (1) the timing of the April 25, 2001 PHC and subsequent July hearing; (2) the timing of the filing by HBJV of an updated Abandonment and Restoration (A & R) Plan for the Boston site and the absence of updated A & R information before the PHC;  (3) possible problems with acid rock drainage (ARD) at the Boston site; and (4) the implications of ARD on the A & R of the project. KIA’s April 2, 2001 submission also proposed a list of issues that should be discussed at the PHC: (1) information about HBJV’s new cost estimate for the A & R of the site, including the early circulation of a description of the summer of 2000 clean-up and its purported costs, and benefits; (2) information to be provided by regulatory officials (DIAND/DOE) about ARD at the site and any environmental concerns arising therefrom; (3) DIAND’s position on the issue of joint payees for the security; and (4) procedural issues associated with the hearing.

On the issue of possible ARD raised by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) in their letter of February 20, 2001 to HBJV, we acknowledge that Mr. John Brodie submitted a report on July 26, 2000 of a site visit done in July 2000.  The intent was to have this report recorded on the public registry and distributed to all parties. Unfortunately, it was incorrectly filed, and it did not appear on the public registry. We apologize. We are now copying this report to all parties and are asking HBJV to provide comments on its conclusions at the upcoming PHC.

After reviewing the KIA submissions, the Board decides to add the issues raised by the KIA to the PHC agenda. At the PHC, the Board expects to finalize the date of the hearing, the deadline for the submission by HBJV of its updated A & R Plan and cost estimate, deadline for the submission of written interventions by interested parties, as well as the scope of the hearing and other procedural issues, with the input of all parties. Consequently, the Board wishes to reconfirm that the pre-hearing conference is scheduled for April 25, 2001 in Cambridge Bay, Nunavut. I enclose the proposed agenda for this meeting.

Finally, by copy of this letter, the Board formally requests the attendance at the PHC of senior officials of DIAND, Environment Canada and DFO, and that all inspection or visit reports of the Boston site done to date by federal officials be copied to the Board and all parties immediately.

Please contact myself, or Rita Becker the Licensing Administrator, should you have any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Original signed by:

Philippe di Pizzo

Executive Director

c.c.
Distribution List

Encl.
Agenda
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