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Our file - Notre référence
Mr. Hugh Wilson

Manager, Environmental Affairs

Hope Bay Joint Venture

311 West First Street

North Vancouver, BC

V7M 1B5

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Re:  Review of 2001 Annual Report and Compliance Assessment - Boston Project

The 2001 Annual Report submitted by Hope Bay Joint Venture as required under licence NWB1BOS9801 Part B, Item 5 has been reviewed.  Two deficiencies were noted and are described below.  In addition, the 2001 Compliance Assessment has been completed and is enclosed.

Annual Report Review
The Annual Report does not include a list of unauthorized discharges and follow-up action taken.  Three spills were reported in 2001, 01-047, 01-054, and 01-055.  The August 2001 Inspection Report recommended file closure for two of these spills; however, removal of contaminated soil is required at the site of 01-054, near the generator fuel tank. 
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Greater detail is required in regards to the follow-up action taken to address concerns detailed in inspection and compliance reports from the preceding year.  Both reports contain recommended actions and the Licensee should address each of these items in the Annual Report.  For example, the 2001 inspection report requests that the Licensee provide the Nunavut Water Board with plans relating to the drill cuttings impoundment structure, and await their approval before proceeding with further deposit of drill cuttings. In cases such as this, the Licensee should either describe how the recommendations were addressed, why they were not addressed, or when they will be addressed in the future.  Although correspondence throughout the year may contain some of this information, a summary in the Annual Report provides benefit to the public and members of the Nunavut Water Board.  

2001 Compliance Assessment
During the year currently under review, some ongoing compliance issues were noted.  For example, the 2000 inspection required that the Licensee discontinue the use of the unlined sump in the periphery of the ore storage pad for waste disposal.  Past assessments of the area have demonstrated that the sumps were not intended or approved for waste disposal.  Since prior approval of waste disposal sites must be received from the Nunavut Water Board, the Licensee must discontinue the use of this area and remove solid waste from the site.  

Routine SNP samples met licence requirements; however, a sample collected during the August 2001 inspection in the vicinity of the waste rock stockpiles exceeded the requirements for arsenic (2.4 mg/L vs 1.0 mg/L) and nickel (47.2 mg/L vs 1.0 mg/L).  Minimizing infiltration into the rock pile and containing leachate were recommended to mitigate impacts to Aimaoktak Lake and the Licensee is encouraged to implement these recommendations early in the 2002 field season.  

Under the conditions of the old licence, sewage effluent collected at the point of the receiver (Aimaoktak Lake) was required to meet specific discharge limits.  Despite the high concentrations of total suspended solids, BOD, fecal coliform and oil and grease, compliance was achieved in past years.  The new licence regulates sewage at the point of discharge (end of pipe) and this will require operational changes to the sewage treatment plant (RBC).  All samples collected in 2001 exceed the new licence requirements thus, improved effluent quality will be required to achieve compliance.

As the focus of the Hope Bay Joint Venture shifts to the Doris Hinge Project, site activities at Boston will be primarily related to abandonment and restoration.  The Water Management staff at the Indian Affairs and Northern Development is looking forward to working with HBJV to ensure that restoration activities will successfully mitigate future impacts on water quality.  Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 975-4548 or by e-mail at johnsonmi@inac.gc.ca.


Sincerely,

Original signed by:


Michelle Johnson

Kitikmeot/Kivalliq Regional Coordinator

c.c.:
C. Bodykevich, Water Resource Officer

Nunavut Water Board
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