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MARCH 31, 2001

Introduction
This Annual Report fulfills the reporting requirements of Part B, Item 4 (1-15) of License NWB1BOS9801 for the Boston Gold Project, assigned by licence dated May 31, 2000 to Hope Bay Gold Corporation (formerly Cambiex Exploration Inc.) and Miramar Hope Bay Ltd - jointly known as the Hope Bay Joint Venture (HBJV). 

The Boston Gold Project is located on Aimaogaktag (Spyder) Lake at Latitude 67 degrees 39 Minutes North and Longitude 106 degrees 22 Minutes West, approximately  65 kilometres south of Melville Sound.  The Hope Bay Joint Venture’s activities in 2000 consisted of advanced exploration activities both on surface and underground.  The programs in 2000 were undertaken to increase confidence in existing geological information with the idea to advance the project  to a feasibility study and eventual production.  The Boston camp was operational between January 15 and October 02 to accommodate crews conducting the program in 2000.  
Annual Report as per Requirements of Part B – Item 4 (1-15) of NWB1BOS9801

1) The monthly and annual quantities in cubic metres of fresh water pumped from Aimaogaktag (Spyder) Lake at SNP station 1652-1:   As a result of an amendment dated August 2, 2000 all water usage for the Boston site is now from pumping station 1652 1(a).  Therefore Part B,  Item 4 (1) is not required and is reported in number 2 below.

2) The monthly and annual quantities in cubic metres of fresh water pumped from Aimaogaktag (Spyder) Lake at SNP station 1652-1a:   Note: The increased usage in September up to and including 02 October is due to water being used for surface exploration drilling close to camp.  All usage is well within the allowable limits.


Metered Potable Water Intake at Station 1652-1a Aimaogaktag (Spyder) Lake 

	Daily water use allowed is 150 m3  per day

	Monthly Volume (m3)

	January (15-31)
	140

	February
	148

	March
	308

	April 
	439

	May 
	385

	June
	385

	July
	381

	August
	392

	September up to and including  02 October
	1686

	Total water usage in 2000
	3884


3)
The monthly and annual quantities (in cubic metres) of mine water pumped from underground:  There was no discharge from the underground in 2000 .

4)
A summary of any construction work, modification and major maintenance work carried out on the Water Supply and Waste Disposal Facilities, including all associated structures;

No construction, modifications or major maintenance was undertaken in 2000.  We refer again to Amendment #3 to our licence. 

5)
Tabulated summaries of all data generated under the Surveillance Network Program:

2000 Water Analysis Results as required in current licence:

	
	CENTRAL HOLDING POND 

 NO SNP STATION BUT REPORTED IN THE MONTHLY REPORTS

 AS SNP STATION 1652-2

THIS IS NOT MINEWATER DISCHARGE 

 THIS SAMPLE WAS CONSIDERED A GRAB SAMPLE FOR COMPLIANCE PURPOSES

	Parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sample Date
	July-13
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical Tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	pH
	8.3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Suspended Solids (mg/l)
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Arsenic (mg/L)
	0.886
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Copper (mg/L)
	0.003
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Lead     (mg/L)
	0.004
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Nickel   (mg/L)
	0.208
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Zinc      (mg/L)
	0.004
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bacteriological Tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coliform Bacteria – Fecal (Cfu/100ml)
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Extractables
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oil and Grease (mg/l)
	<5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organic Parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BOD-5 (mg/l)
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	SNP STATION 1652-3  SEWAGE –END OF PIPE



	Parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sample Date
	Feb. 21, 
	April 7


	May 11
	June-18
	July-13
	Aug.-31
	Sept.-18

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical Tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	pH
	7.5
	7.6
	7.1
	7.60
	7.7
	7.6
	7.0

	Total Suspended Solids (mg/l)
	180
	86
	3
	42
	313
	60
	42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bacteriological Tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coliform Bacteria – Fecal (Cfu/100ml)
	>

10, 000
	>

10,000
	>

24,000
	>

50,000
	>

10,000
	260
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Extractables
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oil and Grease (mg/l)
	12
	<5
	12.0
	10
	6
	10
	<5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organic Parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BOD-5 (mg/l)
	162
	87
	178
	108
	86
	33
	21


	
	SNP STATION 1652-4

SEWAGE EFFLUENT POINT DISCHARGE INTO SPYDER (AIMAOGAKTAG) LAKE

	Parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sample Date
	Aug.-31
	Sept.-18
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical Tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	pH
	7.2
	6.3
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Suspended Solids (mg/l)
	<5
	<5
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bacteriological Tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coliform Bacteria – Fecal (Cfu/100ml)
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Extractables
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oil and Grease (mg/l)
	<5
	<5
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organic Parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BOD-5 (mg/l)
	<5
	19
	
	
	
	
	


	
	SNP STATION 1652-5

SEWAGE EFFLUENT POINT DISCHARGE INTO SPYDER (AIMAOGAKTAG) LAKE

	Parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Duplicate-QA/QC
	
	
	
	

	Sample Date
	June-18
	July-13
	July-13
	
	Aug.-31
	Sept.-18
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical Tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	pH
	6.8
	7.0
	7.0
	
	6.9
	6.4
	

	Total Suspended Solids (mg/l)
	<5
	<5
	<5
	
	<5
	<5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bacteriological Tests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coliform Bacteria – Fecal (Cfu/100ml)
	0
	0
	0
	
	0
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Extractables
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oil and Grease (mg/l)
	<5
	<5
	<5
	
	<5
	<5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organic Parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BOD-5 (mg/l)
	13
	<5
	<5
	
	<5
	30
	


6)
A summary of exploration and development activities as they relate to water use and waste disposal;

During the 2000 field program, the Boston Camp was used to accommodate crews while they conducted underground exploration from existing workings, there was no discharge of any water from underground in 2000; completed a fall surface exploration program; carried out property assessment work in the belt and continued some baseline environmental studies in the Boston area – mostly associated with wildlife monitoring.  As noted in item 4 (2), water requirements for surface exploration drilling  was obtained from the existing water intake at SNP station 1652-1(a).

7)
A summary of any abandonment and restoration work undertaken during the year and an outline of any work anticipated for the next year.

As reported in the Land Use Permit applications for the 2001 work plans, which the NWB received copies,  the following information was provided . 

Approximately 100 tonnes of material were removed using backhaul aircraft to Yellowknife.  A total of 22 flights including 16 by Hercules aircraft were used during the backhaul exercise.  The following table summarizes the material removed in year 2000.

	Ash Drums
	Waste Oils
	Empty Drums
	Drums Contaminated soil to Ekati
	Empty Propane
	Pallets
	Other

	210
	150
	1972
	87
	137
	5
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Waste oil (150 barrels) has been recycled through the Petro Canada facility in Yellowknife.  The 87 drums of contaminated soil was delivered to the Ekati mine as part of the purchase agreement.  The Ash drums, empty drums, empty propane bottles were either disposed of or recycled.  The pallets and material under the “other” category were disposed of in the appropriate land fill.

To continue with this initiative, cleanup activities remained a focus and the following material was prepared for shipment in 2001.  

· Crushed barrels:  2500;

· Large Ore bags:  8;

· Scrap Metal:  Approx. 3000 lbs;

· Pallets:  7;

· Large Boxes:  3;

· Miscellaneous Drums:  21;

· Waste Oil barrels:  30.

This material as well as additional material collected during the coming winter program will be backhauled on various flights or possibly loaded onto the  barges and will be backhauled to Hay River during the 2001 sea-lift.  The material will be disposed of in an appropriate manner and location.
8)
A summary of any studies requested by the Board that relate to waste disposal, water use, or reclamation, and a brief description of any future studies planned; 

There were no requests received from the Board therefore there is nothing to report. 

9) A list of unauthorized discharges and summary of follow-up actions taken.

Hydrocarbon Spills Reported by HBJV in year 2000 associated with this water licence.

	Spill #
	Date Reported
	Summary

	00-109
	May 5, 2000
	Approximately 5 gallons of diesel fuel leaked from the pressure/overflow valve in the fuel tank of a bulldozer onto the frozen crushed rock pad.  The tank had been over-filled and warm weather caused the fuel to expand.  Fuel was soaked up with Enviromat absorbant pads and contaminated rock was collected and put into 45 gallon drums. We have requested closure of this file  in our letter dated July 16,2000.

	00-118
	May 15, 2000
	Approximately 45 gallons of diesel fuel spilled onto the frozen crushed rock pad. An employee inadvertently put fuel inside incinerator chamber rather than in incinerator fuel tank. Spill occurred as a result of miscommunication.  Spill was soaked up with Enviromat absorbant pads and contaminated rock was collected and put into 45 gallon drums. We have requested closure of this file  in our letter dated July 16,2000.

	00-123
	May 21, 2000
	Approximately 2.5 gallons of used motor oil spilled on frozen crushed rock pad.  Spill was soaked up with Enviromat absorbant pads and contaminated rock was collected and put into 45 gallon drums. We have requested closure of this file  in our letter dated July 16,2000.

	00-147
	June 6, 2000
	Approximately 45 gallons of 100 wt rock drill bit oil leaked from a punctured drum.  Due to the extreme viscosity of this lubricating oil, the molasses-like fluid was completely contained on Enviromat absorbant pads. Contaminated gravel was stored in drums for future disposal. Cleanup is complete.  We have requested closure of this file  in our letter dated July 16,2000.

	00-148
	June 7, 2000
	Partial contents of two 45 gallons of Jet B fuel leaked onto the partially-frozen crushed rock pad.  Leak occurred from defective bung seals on drums.  Duration of the leak is unknown, the barrels were covered by snow and the leak went unnoticed during regular inspections. Fuel was contained in a natural depression and naturally bermed by the snow.  Leak was soaked up with Enviromat absorbant pads. Enviromat was incinerated. Cleanup is complete.  We requested closure of this file in our letter dated July 16,2000.


10) An outline of any spill training or communication exercises carried out.

At the beginning of each season personnel are provided with information that will assist them in addressing any spills that occur.  This information includes who to contact, reporting spills to the 24 hour spill report line and general site tidiness to minimize impacts from spills.  The use of Enviro-mat (an absorbent material) is used extensively throughout the belt and this alone has minimized impacts and reportable spills.   In 2001, the HBJV will have on staff an environmental technician who will be responsible for all spill reporting and training.  There were no formal spill exercises undertaken in 2000.

11) Any revisions to the approved Contingency Plan, QA/QC Plan, Waste Rock Disposal Plan, and A&R Plan.

A revised Contingency plan was submitted in May 2000.  The QA/QC Plan was not updated as the existing one was felt to be adequate.  There was no intention to dispose of any waste rock in 2000, therefore the existing Waste Rock  Disposal Plan was not revised.  The A & R plan was not revised, however, there was considerable cleanup activities in the belt in 2000 as outlined in  subsection 7 above.  The HBJV suggested in our application for the renewal of our water licence that new plans be a requirement of the renewed licence terms and conditions. 

12) A brief description of follow-up action taken to address concerns detailed in inspection and compliance reports prepared by an Inspector.

DIAND’s water resources officer based in Iqaluit completed an inspection on the property in July 2000.  The inspection report was received in December  2000. Correspondence  with the inspector, copied to the NWB, was submitted to clarify certain observations made by the Inspector.  One area of concern is the closure of the various spill report files, which in some cases date back to 1998.  Associated with this concern is the definition of a “reportable spill”.  The HBJV has submitted correspondence to DIAND and copied the NWB and KIA to clarify this issue, which will enable closure of various spill files in a more expeditious manner.  

13) A public consultation/participation report describing consultation with local organizations and the residents of the nearby communities.

As the Hope Bay Project is one of advanced exploration our public consultation report/program can be summarized as follows;

The project focuses on the communities of interest (Bathurst Inlet, Umingmaktok and Cambridge Bay), which will be the communities that will be the focus for potential job and business opportunities related to the project.  Other communities of influence including Kugluktuk, Gjoa Haven, Taloyoak and Pelly Bay, may benefit from the project in the areas of employment opportunities.  

Various project staff and project consultants visited a number of communities throughout the year with initial visits in January to inform various groups of our planned activities in 2000.  These groups included the NWB, KIA, NWMB, KHTA, CLARC’s, NIRB, NTI, DIAND, GNU –RWED, Kitikmeot Corp.(KC), KETP  and  KEDC.

President’s of both companies accompanied by the Manager, Environmental Affairs made a presentation to the KIA Board in Taloyoak in March.

Other community meetings included discussions in May 2000 with the Nunavut Government wildlife personnel to discuss a joint caribou monitoring program. Meetings were held in Kugluktuk and Cambridge Bay.  Included in these meetings were members of the KIA, Kitikmeot Hunters and Trappers Association (KHTA), local Hunters and Trappers Association (HTA) members plus members of the Community Lands and Resources Committee (CLARC) and Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (NTI).  These meetings and the initiative for a joint caribou monitoring program was very well received, and we are awaiting confirmation from Nunavut Wildlife that the program can proceed.

The Manager, Environmental Affairs made informal courtesy visits to Bathurst Inlet and Umingmaktok in August 2000.  The purpose was to inform the residents of our 2000 activities and our expected plans for 2001.  Some of our Inuit employees reside in Bathurst Inlet, (one such employee was involved in these visits) and it is important to meet with them to hear any concerns that they might have.  In general, the local people are very supportive of the project as they see the benefits to the communities that occur as a result of local employment.  

During November, two HBJV staff participated in the annual Nunavut Mining Symposium, held in Rankin Inlet to update attendees on the project.

A similar public consultation program is expected to take place in 2001. 

14) Any other details on water use or waste disposal requested by the Board by November 1st of the year being reported.

There were no requests received from the Board.

15) An executive summary in terms understandable to the general public translated into Inuktitut of all plans, reports,or studies conducted under this Licence.

There is nothing to report and therefore no executive summary is required.
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