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Canada and ESR collected sediment and water samples from various locations in the spill area 
for analysis of hydrocarbons, metals, and routine parameters.  
 
Clean-up activities began immediately after the samples were collected. The drill crew, ESR and 
facility employees deployed absorbent booms at the lake edge and placed absorbent pads on the 
standing water surfaces. The drill crew shoveled up loose cuttings prior to covering the area with 
granular corncob absorbent to absorb hydrocarbons that may have been present on the soil 
surface and standing water. Coconut matting was placed over the bare soil to protect the area 
from heating and further permafrost damage while the incident investigation and restoration 
plans are completed. 
 
All drilling activity by Orbit-Garant was stopped pending further review.   The Orbit reverse 
circulation drill, which does not use salt water and produced dry cuttings, was permitted to return 
to drilling on July 15, 2011. 
 
Orbit-Garant supervisors conducted an inspection of the Orbit 25 drill rig on July 16, 2011 to 
further identify effects of the drilling activities on the tundra near the drill.  Preliminary 
inspection below the drill identified a hole surrounding the drill casing that is approximately 
7x10 feet in area and up to 7 feet deep. 
 
HBML will investigate options for filling the hole once the drill is removed.  This may include a 
cover of clean soil from overburden stockpiles that will be used to cap the hole and possible the 
entire area of damaged tundra. This would then be covered with fully biodegradable coconut-
straw matting, peat moss, and possibly be reseeded with an arctic seed mix. As the details of the 
restoration program are determined, HBML will provide a complete description of the 
restoration plan. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me (angela.holzapfel@newmont.com), or Chris Hanks, VP 
Environment (chris.hanks@newmont.com) if you have any questions or comments regarding this 
clean-up summary. HBML will keep you apprised of restoration and spill contingency plans as 
we move forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Angela Holzapfel 
Environmental Compliance Manager 
Environment and Social Responsibility 
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