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Re:	Hope Bay Joint Venture - Water Licence - NWB1BOS0106 - Spill Contingency Plan





The Hope Bay Joint Venture has submitted their Spill Contingency Plan in compliance with Part L, Item 2 of their current water licence.  The proponent has indicated that this Spill Plan will apply to their camps at Boston and Windy Lakes.





On behalf of Environment Canada (EC) I offer the following comments for your consideration:





Section 10, Action Plan for Spill of Diesel Fuel


- under "Recovery" it states that diesel on a water surface should be collected using skimmers, but there are no skimmers on the equipment list in Section 6.


- under "Disposal" it recommends burial at an approved site. A much better option for disposal and treatment is landfarming.





Section 11, Action Plan for Spill of Lubricating Oils


- under "Recovery" it states that oil on a water surface should be collected using skimmers, but there are no skimmers on the equipment list in Section 6.


- under "Disposal" it recommends burial at an approved site. A much better option for disposal and treatment is landfarming.





Section 12, Action Plan for Ethylene Glycol Spill


- under "Disposal" it recommends burial at an approved site. The approved site should be identified.





Based on a cursory query of the NWT Spill Line data base, EC recommends that the proponent examine further development of preventative measures, in order to reduce the frequency of spills, as the effects of numerous small spills over time must be considered as cumulative impacts.  EC also recommends that the proponent consider submitting a report on all spills which have occurred on the sites where spill contingency plans are being reviewed and updated.   This would provide an excellent “audit” of the existing plans and procedures and perhaps direct the proponent in addressing chronic concerns, should they exist.





Environment Canada notes that the proponent has indicated (Section 2.3 Solid Waste) that they are applying for an on-site Solid Waste Disposal Facility, we would be interested in reviewing the plans for this facility.   





Environment Canada also notes that (Section 6.3 Mobile Environmental Response Unit) the proponent indicates that “A Mobile Environmental Response Unit is believed to be available…” , unless the proponent has secured a formal agreement with this organization, or knows for certain that this organization exists and is capable of responding, the proponent should not list it as an option in their spill plan. 





Please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 669-4743  with any questions or comments regarding the foregoing.





Sincerely,











Paula Pacholek


Northern Environmental Assessment Coordinator








cc:	Anne Wilson, Water Pollution Specialist, EPB


Stephen Harbicht, Head of Assessment and Monitoring, EPB
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