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File:    NWB1BOS0106/TR/L2

March 29, 2004





By Email and Regular Mail
Mr. Hugh R. Wilson

Manager, Environmental Affairs

Miramar Hope Bay Ltd.

#300, Harbourside Drive

North Vancouver, BC

V7P 3S1

Subject:  Licence NWB1BOS0106 Spill Contingency Plan
Dear Mr. Wilson:

The Nunavut Water Board (“NWB”) has completed the review of the Hope Bay Project, Spill Contingency Plan prepared under Water License NWB1BOS0106, Part L, Item 2 and submitted by letter dated February 5, 2002.

The Plan had originally been distributed for comments on March 19, 2002. The information received through this process generally considered the Plan acceptable and prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for Contingency Planning, January 1987. Good management practices were encouraged to minimize potential for spills and habitat disturbance or loss.  These measures are generally included as terms and conditions within Licence.

Following this review, The NWB conditionally approves the Spill Contingency Plan. The Board requests that the Plan be reviewed and revised within two (2) months of receipt of this letter to reflect any changes in operation, technology and personnel.  These revisions should include, but are not limited to the following items identified during the review:

1. Throughout the Plan reference is made to Hope Bay Joint Venture, where recent correspondence has indicated the Plan holder to be Miramar Hope Bay Limited.  The Plan should indicate the owner/responsible company for the Plan and property.

2. In the letter dated February 5, 2002, it was indicated that the Plan was to apply to all activities in the Hope Bay Belt project area.  If this is still the intent of the Plan, then additional information should be included within the Introduction to describe each working location and how they relate to one another on an on-going project basis.

3. Confirm the Response Organization and contact lists for all areas. In recent new licences and renewals, DIAND and Environment Canada have been requesting that their respective Nunavut (Iqaluit) offices be included in the general contact information.  As well, the Water Resources Inspector in Iqaluit (867.975.4298) should be contacted whenever a spill is reported to the N.W.T. Spill Report Line.
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4. A project area site map should be included that identifies camp and camp components, petroleum and chemical storage, location of Spill Kits and other equipment available and provides an indication of environmental sensitivities of the area and migratory paths for spills. If the plan applies to other camps (refer to Item 2 above) then maps should be provided for each camp location. 
5. Including a table within the Plan might be beneficial in summarizing the Petroleum/chemical storage and potential impacts to each camp/location. It is understood that inventories are dynamic, however most quantities are known to some degree prior to activity at the camps.

6. Section 6.3 indicates that “A Mobile Environmental Response Unit is believed to be available…”, if there is a formal agreement with the organization providing the services then this should be re-worded to confirm the services, otherwise this option should not be listed. 

7. Environment Canada has been diligent in advising new licence proponents that the Canadian Environmental Protection Act has recently listed CaCl as a toxic substance.  If CaCl is to be used as a drill additive during land based drilling or other applications, the proponent shall ensure that sumps containing CaCl are properly constructed and located in such a manner as to ensure that the contents will not enter any water body.  In addition, handling and storage procedures should be reviewed and the Plan revised to reflect the change in status.  A MSDS is required to be available with the Plan.  Currently Section 2.5 of the Plan refers to Calcium Chloride as not requiring any special treatment and “is of minimal environmental concern”.
8. The Guidelines for Contingency Planning, January 1987 recommends the inclusion of Hazardous Material Information in addition to the action plans for the most likely spill possibilities.  Section 5.3 of the Plan refers the reader to the appropriate MSDS applicable to the action plan. This information is typically included as an appendix to the Plan and in the form of a standard Material Information Data Sheet (MSDS) for each product or chemical. Information Data Sheets should be obtained and included for each product referred to within the Plan.

The NWB anticipates receipt of the revised Spill Contingency Plan.  Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the undersigned at your earliest convenience.

Yours truly,

Original signed by:

David Hohnstein, C.E.T.
Technical Advisor Mining
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