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June 24, 2004








    NWB File:










     NWB1BOS0106

Mrs. Phyllis Beaulieu

Manager of Licensing

Nunavut Water Board

P.O. Box 119









via Email to:

Gjoa Haven, NU





       licensing@nwb.nunavut.ca

X0E 1J0

Dear Mrs. Beaulieu:

Re:
NWB1BOS0106 – Hydrocarbon Spill Assessment and Remediation – Boston Camp, Nunavut.
The Department of Environment (DOE), Government of Nunavut has reviewed the Report entitled “Hydrocarbon Spill Investigation and Initial Remedial Measures, Boston Camp, Nunavut”, submitted to Miramar Mining Corporation, and prepared by EBA Engineering Consultants. This report was submitted to the NWB under Miramar’s current water license, Part L, Item 5 (C).

The aforementioned report is on the assessment and initial remediation of 3 diesel fuel spills at Miramar’s advance exploration mining camp (Boston Camp), dated March 3, June 28, and August 21, 2003.

The comments from our review are as follows:
· The assessments of the spills from the site inspection are comprehensive, and give a useful description of the area impacted and extent of the spills. In addition, initial remedial actions are in agreement with standard engineering professional practice.

· We were unable to find the report (from the Spill Line) on the March 3 incident. Our concern particularly arises from the relatively large amount of fuel impacted soil and water, and the fact that not reporting spills is in contravention of Part L, Item 5 (B) of the water license, and Parts 4 & 8 of the Boston Project Spill Contingency Plan (March 2004).

· It is recommended that Miramar Mining Corporation follows the Consultants advice on formulating a remediation action plan on the further removal, treatment and disposal of water and soil impacted by the spills, and on well monitoring (see pp.27 for details).

We thank the NWB for giving us the opportunity to review this Report.  Please contact me if you have any further questions or comments.

Sincerely,

Original signed by

Gladis Lemus, Ph.D.

Manager Pollution Control & Air Quality

Department of Environment

C/O Environmental Protection

Government of Nunavut

Box 1000, Stn. 1360

Iqaluit, NU, X0A 0H0

Phone: (867) 975-5907

Fax: (867) 975-5981

Email: glemus@gov.nu.ca
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