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	MIRAMAR HOPE BAY LTD.
300 - 889 Harbourside Drive, North Vancouver, B.C. V7P  3S1 Canada

Phone 604-985-2572   Fax 604-980-0731

Toll Free  1 -800-663-8780


Submitted by e-mail only.

04 May 2004




Mr. David Hohnstein

Technical Advisor Mining

Nunavut Water Board,

P.O. Box 119

Gjoa Haven, NU, X0E 1J0

Dear Mr. Hohnstein, 

Re:
Licence NWB1BOS0106 Monthly SNP Reports

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 21, 2004 with the above captioned subject.  The comments the Nunavut Water Board received from INAC related to certain  parameters (total suspended solids, biological oxygen demand and total coliforms) exceeding licence limits is noted. In response, MHBL provides the following:

The performance of the RBC at the Boston site has operated consistently since MHBL became involved at the Hope Bay Belt in 2000.  The facilities were inherited from the previous owners and the system has been operated, maintained and has functioned in a manner consistent with previous years.  The following points should be noted:

· The RBC is commissioned at the beginning of every exploration season and it discharges as necessary to the approved discharge location (SNP 1652-3).

· The discharge point is located approximately 300 meters east of the RBC directly onto the tundra.

· The discharge point is > 400 meters from the nearest water body (Spyder Lake)

· The RBC discharge solution infiltrates into the tundra biomass and visual inspection has indicated that the nutrient effects on the biomass extends for ~ 30 meters from the discharge point.  

· The RBC does not, and in fact, cannot use chlorine to treat the discharge, due mainly to DFO concerns and as such, this RBC has been operated as a non-treated direct discharge system.

· The SNP sampling has indicated that no sewage has entered Spyder Lake (SNP 1652-4 and 1652-5) during the period of MHBL ownership. This confirms that the discharge location, the uptake of the nutrients into the biomass is operating effectively and not impacting surface waters.

· During camp closure, routine maintenance is completed on the RBC and winterized. 

For the above reasons, the operation of the RBC and the inability to use chlorine treatment (due to DFO concerns), the system is operated as stated above, which will by no fault of the system, result in elevated levels of some parameters as noted by INAC mentioned earlier.  It might be advantageous to the licensee to address the discharge criteria during the next licence renewal process, which MHBL expects to initiate in early 2005. 

Should you require clarification, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at the numbers above or on cell number 780-975-2550 or by e-mail to hwilson@miramarmining.com; or hugh_r_wilson@hotmail.com. 

Yours truly,

Original signed by “H.R.Wilson”

Hugh R. Wilson

Manager, Environmental Affairs.
Cc:
Licence Administrator NWB


Tim Canam, Project Manager – MHBL


Deb Fonseca, MHBL Librarian
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