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P.O. Box 119


Gjoa Haven, NT  X0E 1J0
kNK5 wmoEp5 vtmpq

Tel: (867) 360-6338
Nunavut Water Board
Fax: (867) 360-6369
NUNAVUT IMALIRIYIN KATIMAYINGI

December 13, 1999

Mr. K. T. Johnson, Counsel 

BHP Diamonds Inc 

2650 Park Place, 666 Burrard Street

Vancouver, BC V6C 2X8

Subject:
Assignment of BHP Diamonds Inc.’s Licence and Permits
Dear Mr. Johnson:

The Nunavut Water Board reviewed your November 29, 1999 request and Lee F. Webber’s subsequent submission of December 8, 1999 regarding the release of BHP Diamonds Inc. from any liabilities or obligations incurred by BHP Diamonds Inc. in relation to Licence NWB1BOS9801 and Permits NWB2WIN9800 and NWB2WOL9800.

After careful consideration of all facts and circumstances and based on our interpretation of the Nunavut Water Board’s jurisdiction under relevant legislation, we conclude that the Nunavut Water Board has indeed the authority to approve the assignment of licences and permits held by BHP Diamonds Inc. but that it does not have the jurisdiction and authority to release or discharge BHP Diamonds Inc. from any liabilities or obligations under these licences and permits. We concur with Mr. Webber’s submission and explicitly decline your request. This decision also applies to the Board’s December 11, 1999 approval of assignment of Permit NWB4WEI9799.

Please contact the undersigned, in writing, should you have any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Original signed by:

Thomas Kudloo

Chairperson

c.c.
Mr. Adrian Fleming, Cambiex

Mr. André Le Bel, Cambior 


Mr. Jack Kaniak, Kitikmeot Inuit Association 


Mr. Ian Blackstok, Bayly Williams 


Mr. David Livingstone, DIAND


Mr. Lee F. Webber, Justice Canada
