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July 12, 1999

Thomas Kudloo

Chairperson e
Nunavut Water Board Ril ATER BOARD
P.O Box 119

Gjoa Haven, NT JUL 1 2 1999

Dear R PUBLIC REGISTRY

RE: Meadow Bank Gold Project
NIRB: 99EN044 NWB: NWB2MEA9899

Pursuant to Section 12.4.5 (b) of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement, the Nunavut
Impact Review Board (NIRB) hereby requests that it be allowed more time to screen the
project.

NIRB has conducted a pre-screening assessment of the project propasal and requires
further time to obtain additional information and to assess the documentation provided in
order to make a determination of the environmental and socio-economic impacts of the
proposed project.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact our office at
(867) 983-2593.

Sincerely,

Sq— v @—//M
S.Y. (Jog) Ahmad., Ph.D., P.Eng.
Executive Director
Phone (867) 983-2593
Fax (867)983-2574
c.c. David Porter — Nunavut Water Board, Gjoa Haven
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Joe Ahmad
Executive Director

e-mail: jahmad@polarnet.ca

Gladys Joundrey
Environmental Assess. Officer

e-mail: gladys@polarnet.ca

Alexandra Thomson
Senior Researcher/Trainer

e-mail: alext@polarnet.ca
Millie Evalik
Finance/Administrative Officer

e-mail: evikhoak@polarnet.ca
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Comments:

Phone: (867) 983-2593

_ Jeannie Ehaloak

Execntive Secretary

jeanniee@polarnet.ca

Jorgen Komak

Environmental Technologist

jorgank@polarnet.ca

Rey Chaudhary
Environmental Assess. Officer

rchaudha@polarnet.ca

Josie Tucktoo-Lacasse
Interpreter/Translator
josiet(@polarnet.ca

for Your Infa

The document(s) accompanying this transmission contain(s) information intended for a specific individual and
purpose. The information is private and legally protected by law. If you are the infended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reference to the contents
of this telecopied information Is strictly prohibired. If you have received this communication in error, please
notify us Immediately by telephone and return the original to us by regular mail,
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SCREENING DECISION
Date: June 09,1998

Thomas Kudloo
Chairperson
Nunavut Water Board

Dear Mr. Kudloo:

RE: Screening Decision of the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) on Application:
NIRB 98W02N077 NWB2MEA
Cumberland Resources- Mineral Exploration at the Meadowbank Project

Authority:

Section 12.4.4 of the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement states:

Upon receipt of a project proposal, NIRB shall screen the proposal and indicate to the Minister in
writing that:
a) the proposal may be processed without a review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may
recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting the
primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5;
b) the proposal requires review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB shall identify particular issues or
concerns which should be considered in such a review;
c) the proposal is insufficiently developed to permit proper screening, and should be
returned to the proponent for clarification; or
d) the potential adverse impacts of the proposal are so unacceptable that it should be
modified or abandoned.

Primary Objectives:

The primary objectives of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement is referenced in the screening
section 12.4.4 (a) are set out in section 12.2.5 of the Land Claims Agreement. This section reads:

In carrying out its functions, the primary objectives of NIRB shall be at all times to protect and
promote the existing and future well-being of the residents and communities of the Nunavut
Settlement Area, and to protect the ecosystemic integrity of the Nunavut Settlement Area. NIRB
shall take into account the well-being of the residents of Canada outside the Nunavut Settlement
Area.

The decision of the Board in this case is 12.4.4 (a) the proposal may be processed without a
review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to
any approval, reflecting the primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5.



Reasons for Decision:

NIRB’s decision is based on specific considerations that reflect the primary objectives of the
Land Claims Agreement. Our considerations in making this decision included:

the impact of drilling activities on the ecosystem;

disposal of drill cuttings and waste water;

impact to water quality, aquatic habitat and wildlife and fish populations from chemicals, drill
waste, drill fluids and potential fuel spills;

storage and disposal of chemicals, fuel, garbage, sewage, and gray water, and impact of these
on the ecosystem,;

the impact of noise from drilling activities and their disturbance to wildlife;

the movement of vehicles and equipment and the impact on wildlife;

the movement of vehicles and equipment on terrain;

the impact of exploration activities on archaeological sites or cultural landmarks in the area;
and

clean up/restoration of the camp site and drilling locations upon abandonment.

Terms and Conditions:

That the terms and conditions attached to this screening report will apply.

Drill Sites

1.

2

|95

The Permittee shall not conduct any land based drilling within thirty (30) metres of the normal
high water mark of a water body.

The Permittee shall conduct any the lake-based winter drilling, in accordance with the Interim
Guidelines for On-Ice drilling. A copy of these Guidelines can be obtained from Mr. Steve
Harbicht, Head of Assessment and Monitoring, Environment Canada in Yellowknife at (867)
669-4733.

The Permittee shall ensure that all drill cuttings are removed from ice surfaces.

The Permittee shall not use drilling muds or additives in connection with drill holes unless
they are recirculated or contained such that they do not enter the water, or are certified to be
non-toxic.

The Permittee shall ensure that the release of total suspended solids in the receiving
environment shall be in compliance with Guidelines for Total Suspended Solids contained in
the Canadian Council of Ministers for the Environment’s (CCME) Canadian Water Quality
Guidelines, Chapter 3 - Freshwater Aquatic Life (i.e. 10mg/L for lakes with background level
under 100mg/L, or 10% for those above 100mg/L).

. The Permittee shall ensure that any drill cuttings and waste water that cannot be re-circulated

be disposed of in a properly constructed sump or an appropriate natural depression that does
not drain into a waterbody.

. The Permittee shall ensure that the sump/depression capacity be sufficient to accommodate

the volume of waste water and any fines that are produced so that there will be no additional
impacts.



8. The Permittee shall not locate any sump within thirty (30) metres of the normal high water
mark of any water body.

9. The Permittee shall ensure that disturbance of vegetation from deposit of drill fluids/cuttings
is restricted to the area of the sump and the ground prepared for revegetation upon
abandonment.

10. The Permittee shall, where flowing water from bore holes is encountered, plug, the bore hole
in such a manner as to permanently prevent any further outflow of water. If an artesian
occurrence shall be reported to the Nunavut Water Board and Land Use Inspector within 48
hours.

Water

11. The Permittee shall ensure that the volume of fresh water for domestic purposes does not
exceed 100 cubic metres per day.

12. The Permittee shall ensure that all water intake hoses are equipped with a screen with an
appropriate mesh size to ensure that there is no entrapment of fish.

Fuel and Chemical Storage

13. The Permittee shall ensure that fuel storage containers are not located within thirty (30)
metres of the ordinary high water mark of any body of water.

14. The Permittee shall ensure that any chemicals, fuels or wastes associated with the project do
not spread to the surrounding lands or enter into any water body.

15. The Permittee shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent the possibility of migration of
spilled petroleum fuel or chemicals over the ground surface.

16. The Permittee shall have one extra fuel storage container on site equal to, or greater than, the

size of the largest fuel container.

17. The Permittee shall examine all fuel and chemical storage containers for leaks. All leaks
should be prepared immediately.

18. The Permittee shall have an emergency response and spill contingency plans in place prior to
the commencement of the operation. In developing these plans the Permittee should follow
the NWT Spill Contingency Planning and Reporting Regulations and the Guidelines for the
Management of Hazardous Wastes. These documents are available from the Department of
Resources Wildlife and Economic Development, GNWT at (867) 920-8069.

19. The Permittee shall immediately report all spills of petroleum and hazardous chemicals in
accordance the Government of the NWT Spill Report to the twenty four (24) hour spill report
line at (867) 920-8130 to NWB.

Waste Disposal

20. The Permittee shall not discharge or deposit any refuse substances or other waste materials in
any body of water, or on the banks thereof, which will impair the quality of the waters of the
natural environment. .

21. Any areas designated for waste disposal shall not be located within thirty (30) metres of the
ordinary high water mark of any body of water, unless otherwise authorized.

22. The Permittee shall construct a sump to contain all greywater discharged and shall ensure
drainage is away from any waterbody.



52. The Permittee shall submit to the NWB and NIRB a summary report of activities undertaken
and any abandonment and restoration of the site.

Monitoring

53. The Permittee shall monitor the impacts to wildlife by maintaining a log of wildlife observed
(species, number, date, time, location observed) and their behavior (i.e. avoidance,
segregation, disturbance/stress, alteration of migration patterns or movements by wildlife) and
shall present these reports to NWMB, RWED and NIRB on a monthly basis.

Other Recommendations

1. NIRB would like to encourage the proponent to hire local people and services, to the extent
possible.

2. NIRB advises proponents to consult with local residents regarding their activities in the
region.

3. Any amendment requests deemed by NIRB to be outside the original scope of the project will
be considered a new project.

4. The Environmental Protection Branch (DOE), Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO),
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB), and the Nunavut Water Board (NWB) should be
advised of any material changes to plans or operating conditions associated with the project.

Validity of Land Claims Agreement

Section 2.12.2

Where there is any inconsistency or conflict between any federal, territorial and local
government laws, and the Agreement, the Agreement shall prevail to the extent of the
inconsistency or conflict.

Dated at Cambridge Bay, NT

Larry Aknavigak, Chairperson

Attachment: NIRB Screening Form



