
From: info@nirb.ca
To: "Mark Balog"; Phyllis Beaulieu
Subject: RE: Amendments for 2BB-MEL0914 Meliadine Project
Date: Thursday, May 06, 2010 11:25:44 AM
Attachments: 100319-10EN006-Screening Decision Report-OT7E.pdf

100302-10EN006-Water Licence Application-Geotechnical Drilling-IA1E.pdf
100505-10EA018-Screening Decision Report-OT1E.pdf
100302-10EA018-Ltr NWB AmendmentIA1E.pdf
Advanced exploration questionnaire.pdf
Covering letter on water licence amendment to 290 m3.pdf
Executive summary for amendment.pdf
Water Licence Application-amendment for more water.pdf
100310-Application Pending NPC Conformity-OA1E.pdf

Hi Mark and Phyllis,
 
In reviewing the latest applications and decisions for Comaplex’s “Madeline” project the following
project activities have been screened:
 

Bulk Sampling project screened under the NIRB file number 10EA018 with a Screening
Decision Report delivered May 5, 2010;
A Geotechnical Drilling Water License Amendment Application was received with the
applications for Comaplex’s “Madeline – Mining Exploration” project and included in the Project
Activities Section page 10 of 15 of the Screening Decision Report dated March 19, 2010
(attached).

 
The separate application for increased water consumption was received separately on January 22,
2010 from John Witteman (see attached) and did not trigger the NIRB process as the amendment is
for a Class B Water License which is exempt from NIRB screening under Section 12-1 (2) of the
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement.
 
The NIRB has yet to screen Comaplex’s Mining Project which is currently pending NPC conformity (see
letter March 10, 2010) and still requires an Authorizing Agency to submit an application for this project. 
Once the NIRB has received an NPC Conformity Determination and an application from an Authorizing
Agency, the project screening will commence.
 
I hope this clarification was useful, and feel free to contact our offices by phone or e-mail if you have
any further questions or concerns.
 
Best regards,
 
Tara Arko – Assistant Technical Advisor
Nunavut Impact Review Board
29 Mitik, PO Box 1360
Cambridge Bay, NU
X0B 0C0
Tel: 867-983-4600
Toll-free: 1-866-233-3033
Fax: 1-867-983-2594
Email: info@nirb.ca
FTP site: ftp.nirb.ca

From: Mark Balog [mailto:mbalog@bonterraenergy.com] 
Sent: May 6, 2010 10:00 AM
To: Phyllis Beaulieu
Cc: info@nirb.ca; Conformity NPC ; Don Carr
Subject: RE: Amendments for 2BB-MEL0914 Meliadine Project
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SCREENING DECISION REPORT 


NIRB FILE NO.: 10EN006 


 


 
NIRB: 10EN006 


INAC File No.: N2010C0002 
March 19, 2010 
 
Honourable Chuck Strahl 
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada  
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada  
Gatineau, QC 
 
Via email: strahl.c@parl.gc.ca  
 
Re: Screening Decision for Comaplex Minerals Corp.’s  “Meliadine River – Mining 


Exploration” Project Proposal, NIRB File No. 10EN006 
 
 
Dear Honourable Chuck Strahl: 
 
The primary objectives of the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) are set out in Section 
12.2.5 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA) as follows: 
 


In carrying out its functions, the primary objectives of NIRB shall be at all times to 
protect and promote the existing and future well-being of the residents and communities 
of the Nunavut Settlement Area, and to protect the ecosystemic integrity of the Nunavut 
Settlement Area.  NIRB shall take into account the well-being of the residents of Canada 
outside the Nunavut Settlement Area.  


 
Section 12.4.4 of the NLCA states: 
 


Upon receipt of a project proposal, NIRB shall screen the proposal and indicate to the 
Minister in writing that: 


a)  the proposal may be processed without a review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may 
recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting 
the primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5; 


b)  the proposal requires review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB shall identify particular 
issues or concerns which should be considered in such a review; 


c)  the proposal is insufficiently developed to permit proper screening, and should be 
returned to the proponent for clarification; or 


d)  the potential adverse impacts of the proposal are so unacceptable that it should be 
modified or abandoned. 
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NIRB ASSESSMENT AND DECISION 


 
After a thorough assessment of all material provided to the Board (please see Procedural History 
and Project Activities in Appendix A), in accordance with the principles identified within 
Section 12.4.2 of the NLCA, the decision of the Board as per Section 12.4.4 of the NLCA is: 
 


12.4.4 (a): the proposal may be processed without a review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may 
recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting the 
primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5. 


 
RECOMMENDED PROJECT-SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


(pursuant to Section 12.4.4(a) of the NLCA) 
 
The Board is recommending that the following or similar project-specific terms and conditions 
be imposed upon the Proponent through all relevant legislation: 
 
General 
1. Comaplex Minerals Inc. (the Proponent) shall maintain a copy of the Project Terms and 


Conditions at the site of operation at all times. 


2. The Proponent shall forward copies of all permits obtained and required for this project to the 
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) prior to the commencement of the project. 


3. The Proponent shall operate in accordance with all commitments stated in correspondence 
provided to NIRB (Drilling Environmental Management System-Meliadine West Gold 
Project, August 2007) and (KIA, GN-CGS, DFO). 


4. The Proponent shall submit to the NIRB, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC), 
Kivalliq Inuit Association (KIA), and the Government of Nunavut Department of 
Environment (GN-DoE): Wildlife Mitigation, Spill Contingency and Abandonment and 
Reclamation plans prior to the commencement of the 2010 field season. 


5. The Proponent shall operate the site in accordance with all applicable Acts, Regulations and 
Guidelines. 


Water 
6. The Proponent shall not extract water from any fish-bearing water body unless the water 


intake hose is equipped with a screen of appropriate mesh size to ensure that there is no 
entrapment of fish.  Small lakes or streams shall not be used for water withdrawal. 


7. The Proponent shall not use water, including constructing or disturbing any stream, lakebed 
or the banks of any definable water course unless approved by the Nunavut Water Board. 


Waste 
8. The Proponent shall keep all wastes inaccessible to wildlife until they can be disposed of. 


9. The Proponent shall ensure all waste oil and hazardous materials will be transported off site 
and disposed of at an approved facility. A waste manifest must accompany the shipment of 
all waste oil and the proponent must register with the GN-DoE.  Contact the Manager of 
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Pollution Control and Air Quality at (867) 975-7748 to obtain a manifest if hazardous waste 
is generated during project activities. 


Fuel and Chemical Storage 
10. The Proponent shall locate all fuel and other hazardous materials a minimum of thirty-one 


(31) metres away from the high water mark of any water body and in such a manner as to 
prevent their release into the environment. 


11. The Proponent shall store all fuel and chemicals in such a manner that they are inaccessible 
to wildlife. 


12. The Proponent shall inspect and document the condition of all fuel caches and hazardous 
chemicals on a weekly basis. The Proponent shall examine all fuel and chemical storage 
containers immediately upon delivery for leaks.  All containers must be marked with the 
Proponent’s name. All leaks should be repaired or dealt appropriately with immediately. 


13. The Proponent shall use secondary containment or a surface liner (drip pans, fold-a-tanks, 
etc) at all refuelling stations.  The Proponent shall ensure that appropriate spill kits are 
located at every fuel cache.  


14. A supply of spill kits, shovels, barrels, sorbents, and pumps should be maintained on-site at 
fuel caches and at drill sites.  


15. The Proponent shall remove and treat hydrocarbon contaminated soils on site or transport 
them to an approved disposal site.   


16. The Proponent shall ensure that all on site personnel are properly trained in fuel and 
hazardous waste handling procedures as well as spill response procedures.  All spills of fuel 
or other deleterious materials of any amount must be reported immediately to the 24 hour 
Spill Line at (867) 920-8130. 


Wildlife 
17. The Proponent shall ensure that there is no damage to wildlife habitat in conducting this 


operation.   


18. The Proponent shall not harass wildlife.  This includes persistently worrying or chasing 
animals, or disturbing large groups of animals.  The Proponent shall not hunt or fish, unless 
proper Nunavut authorizations have been acquired.  


19. The Proponent shall ensure that unless there is a specific requirement for low level flights, 
aircraft maintain a minimum altitude of 650 meters above ground level in areas with large 
concentrations of birds.  In areas where there are observed nesting raptors or large 
concentrations of birds (e.g., during migration, moulting, or nesting colonies), flight level is 
to be restricted to 1,100 meters vertical distance and 1,500 meters horizontal distance from 
the birds.  It is recommended aircraft avoid critical and sensitive wildlife areas at all times by 
choosing alternate flight corridors.   


20. The Proponent shall ensure that aircraft/helicopter do not, unless for emergency, touch-down 
in areas where wildlife are present.  


21. The Proponent shall not disturb or destroy the nests or eggs of any birds and should treat all 
nest sites with equal precaution, regardless of the response of the bird.  If nests are 
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encountered and/or identified, the Proponent shall take appropriate precautions (e.g., a 100 m 
buffer around the nest) to avoid further interaction and or disturbance from nesting (mid 
May) through to when the young have fledged (mid August). 


22. The Proponent shall cease activities that may interfere with migration or calving of caribou 
or muskox, until the caribou or muskox have passed or left the area. 


23. The Proponent shall not block or cause any diversion to caribou migration, and shall cease 
activities likely to interfere with migration such as drilling or movement of equipment or 
personnel until such time as the caribou have passed. 


24. The Proponent shall take all possible measures to avoid wildlife encounters.  Any problem 
wildlife should be reported immediately to the Government of Nunavut, Department of 
Environment. 


Physical Environment 
25. The Proponent shall not move any equipment or vehicles unless the ground surface is in a 


state capable of fully supporting the equipment or vehicles without rutting or gouging.  The 
Proponent shall suspend overland travel of equipment or vehicles if rutting occurs. 


26. The Proponent shall implement suitable erosion and sediment suppression measures on 
disturbed areas before, during and after construction until vegetation or other appropriate 
measures are established in order to prevent sediment from entering any water body. 


27. The Proponent shall ensure that the land use area is kept clean and tidy at all times. 


Drilling on Land 
28. The Proponent shall have all equipment inspected for leaks or cracks prior to moving 


between drill locations and any problems encountered must be addressed immediately. 


29. The Proponent shall not conduct any land based drilling or mechanized clearing within 
thirty-one (31) metres of the normal high water mark of a water body. 


30. If an artesian flow is encountered, the Proponent shall ensure the drill hole is immediately 
plugged and permanently sealed. 


31. The Proponent shall ensure that all drill areas are constructed to facilitate minimizing the 
environmental footprint of the project area.  Drill areas should be kept orderly with garbage 
removed daily to an approved disposal site. 


32. The Proponent shall ensure that all sump/depression capacities are sufficient to accommodate 
the volume of waste water and any fines that are produced.  The sumps shall only be used for 
inert drilling fluids, and not any other materials or substances. 


33. The Proponent shall not locate any sump within thirty-one (31) metres of the normal high 
water mark of any water body.  Sumps and areas designated for waste disposal shall be 
sufficiently bermed or otherwise contained to ensure that substances to do not enter a 
waterway unless otherwise authorized.  


Restoration 
34. The Proponent shall ensure all drill holes are backfilled or capped at the end of the project.  


The Proponent shall backfill and restore all sumps to match the natural environment prior to 
the end of project.  
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35. The Proponent shall remove all garbage, fuel and equipment upon abandonment. 


36. The Proponent shall complete all clean-up and restoration of the lands used prior to the end 
of each field season. 


Other  
37. The Proponent should, to the extent possible, hire local people and to consult with local 


residents regarding their activities in the region. 


38. Any activity related to this application, and outside the original scope of the project as 
described in the application, will be considered a new project and should be submitted to the 
NIRB for screening. 


 
 


MONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
In addition, the Board is recommending the following: 
 
1. The Proponent shall maintain a record of wildlife observations while operating within the 


project area.  The reports should include locations (i.e., latitude and longitude), species, 
number of animals, a description of the animal activity, and a description of the gender and 
age of animals if possible. Prior to conducting project activities, the Proponent should map 
the location of any sensitive wildlife sites such as denning sites, calving areas, caribou 
crossing sites, and raptor nests in the project area, and identify the timing of critical life 
history events (i.e., calving, mating, denning and nesting). Additionally, the Proponent 
should indicate potential impacts from the project, and ensure that operational activities are 
managed and modified to avoid impacts on wildlife and sensitive sites.   


 
A copy of this wildlife record or report should be submitted annually at the end of the 
operational season to Government of Nunavut contacts. 


 
OTHER NIRB CONCERNS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


 
In addition to the project-specific terms and conditions, the Board is recommending the 
following: 
 
1. The Proponent review the bear/carnivore detection and deterrent techniques outlined in 


“Safety in Grizzly and Black Bear Country” which can be down-loaded from this link: 
http://www.nwtwildlife.com/Publications/safetyinbearcountry/safety.htm.  Note that some 
recommendations in this manual are also relevant to polar bears.  There is a DVD about polar 
bears and safety available from Nunavut Parks at the following link 
http://www.nunavutparks.com/english/visitor-information/suggested-resources.html and a 
“Safety in Polar Bear Country” pamphlet from Parks Canada at the following link 
http://www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/nu/auyuittuq/pdf/PolarBearEnglish2007final.pdf.  


 
2. Any problem wildlife or any interaction with carnivores should be reported immediately to 


the local Government of Nunavut, Department of Environment Conservation Office.  
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3. The Proponent review Environment Canada’s “Environmental Assessment Best Practice 


Guide for Wildlife at Risk in Canada”, available at the following link: http://www.cws-
scf.ec.gc.ca/publications/eval/index_e.cfm.  The guide provides information to the Proponent 
on what is required when Wildlife at Risk, including Species at Risk, are encountered or 
affected by the project. 


 
General 
1. All Authorizing Agencies shall notify the NIRB of any changes in operating plans or 


conditions associated with this project prior to any such change. 
 
 


REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Proponent is also advised that the following legislation may apply to the project: 
 
1. The Proponent is advised that the Canadian Environmental Protection Act 


(http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-15.31/) lists calcium chloride (CaCl) as a toxic substance.  The 
Proponent should assess alternatives (including biodegradable and non-toxic) to drill 
additives prior to the use of CaCl and try to avoid the use of CaCl. 


2. The Fisheries Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/F-14///en).   


3. The Nunavut Waters and Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act 
(http://www.canlii.org/ca/sta/n-28.8/whole.html). 


4. The Migratory Birds Convention Act and Migratory Birds Regulations 
(http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/M-7.01). 


5. The Species at Risk Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/S-15.3).  Attached in 
Appendix B is a list of Species at Risk in Nunavut. 


6. The Nunavut Wildlife Act which contains provisions to protect and conserve wildlife and 
wildlife habitat, including specific protection measures for wildlife habitat and species at 
risk.  


7. The Nunavut Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/N-28.6).  The Proponent must 
comply with the proposed terms and conditions listed in the attached Appendix C. 


8. The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations, Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
Act (http://www.tc.gc.ca/tdg/menu.htm), and the Environmental Protection Act 
(http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-15.31/text.html) The Proponent must ensure that proper 
shipping documents accompany all movements of dangerous goods.  The Proponent must 
register with the GN-DOE Manager of Pollution Control and Air Quality at 867-975-7748.  


9. The Aeronautics Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/A-2/).   


10. The Navigable Waters Protection Act (NWPA) (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/N-22/index.html).  
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11. The Territorial Parks Act (http://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/stat/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-t-
4/latest/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-t-4.html). 


12. The Municipal Lands Administration Policy (http://cgs.gov.nu.ca/en/policies). 
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Validity of Land Claims Agreement 
 
Section 2.12.2 
Where there is any inconsistency or conflict between any federal, territorial and local 
government laws, and the Agreement, the Agreement shall prevail to the extent of the 
inconsistency or conflict. 
 
Dated ____ March 19, 2010____ at Sanikiluaq, NU. 
 
 


______  ______  
Lucassie Arragutainaq, Chairperson 
 
 
Attachments: Appendix A:  Procedural History and Project Activities 
 Appendix B:  Species at Risk in Nunavut 
 Appendix C:  Archaeological and Palaeontological Resources Terms and Conditions for Land Use 


 Permit Holders 
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Appendix A  
Procedural History and Project Activities 


 
Procedural History  
 
On January 28, 2010 the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) received a positive 
conformity determination (Keewatin Regional Land Use Plan) from the Nunavut Planning 
Commission for Comaplex Minerals Corp.’s (Comaplex) “Meliadine River – Mining 
Exploration” project proposal.  On February 1, 2010 an application for a land use permit in 
support of the project proposal was referred to the NIRB for screening by Indian and Northern 
Affairs Canada (INAC).  The NIRB assigned this project proposal file number 10EN006. 
 
This project proposal was distributed to community organizations in Arviat, Whale Cove, Rankin 
Inlet, Chesterfield Inlet and Baker Lake, as well as to relevant federal and territorial government 
agencies, and Inuit organizations.  The NIRB requested that interested parties review the 
proposal and provide the Board with any comments or concerns by March 9, 2010.  
 
On or before March 9, 2010 the NIRB received comments from the following interested parties: 


 Environment Canada (EC) 
 Government of Nunavut – Department of Environment (GN-DOE) 
 Transport Canada (TC) 
 Government of Nunavut – Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth 


(GN-CLEY) 
 
All comments provided to NIRB regarding this project proposal can be viewed on NIRB’s ftp-
site, at the following location: 
http://ftp.nirb.ca/SCREENINGS/COMPLETED%20SCREENINGS/  
 
Project Activities 
 
The proposed project is located within the Kivalliq region, approximately six kilometres (km) 
northwest of the Hamlet of Rankin Inlet.  The Proponent intends to conduct exploration diamond 
drilling and geotechnical drilling in Comaplex’s lease located between Iqulugaarjuup Nunanga 
Territorial Park and Rankin Inlet.  The land use permit is proposed for April 1, 2010 to April 30, 
2012 and the work currently being proposed is for 2010. 
 
The activities/components associated with this proposal include: 


 Claim staking; 
 Surface prospecting and mapping; 
 Ground geophysical (magnetic) surveys; 
 On land diamond drilling (using a LF70 drill) to assess potential gold deposits.  The first 


year approximately 2500 metres (m) will be drilled.  Additional diamond drilling may be 
conducted in the next two years depending on what is identified in 2010; 


 Movement of drill by helicopter to drill sites to different sites; 
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 Geotechnical drilling on the banks of the Meliadine River (within 31 metres of high water 
mark) to assess current bedrock conditions in support of a potential all weather-road and 
bridge (not included in current project proposal); 


 Conduct environmental and heritage studies in support of potential all weather-road and 
bridge over the Meliadine River; 


 Use of existing camp at Meliadine Lake or use of facilities at Rankin Inlet;  
 Potential daily transportation of crew and equipment from Meliadine Lake camp with 


helicopter or transportation of crew from Rankin Inlet with vehicles; 
 Fuel storage at drill sites; 
 Water usage for drilling; 
 Use of calcium chloride for drilling purposes; and  
 Removal of wastes for disposal at Meliadine Lake camp or at Rankin Inlet. 


 
 
 
 
 







 


Appendix B 
Species At Risk in Nunavut 


 
This list includes species listed on one of the Schedules of SARA (Species at Risk Act) and under 
consideration for listing on Schedule 1 of SARA.  These species have been designated as at risk 
by COSEWIC (Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada).  This list may not 
include all species identified as at risk by the Territorial Government.  
 


• Schedule 1 is the official legal list of Species at Risk for SARA.  SARA applies to all 
species on Schedule 1.  The term “listed” species refers to species on Schedule 1. 


• Schedule 2 and 3 of SARA identify species that were designated at risk by the 
COSEWIC prior to October 1999 and must be reassessed using revised criteria before 
they can be considered for addition to Schedule 1.   


• Some species identified at risk by COSEWIC are “pending” addition to Schedule 1 of 
SARA.  These species are under consideration for addition to Schedule 1, subject to 
further consultation or assessment.   


 
Schedules of SARA are amended on a regular basis so it is important to periodically check the 
SARA registry (www.sararegistry.gc.ca) to get the current status of a species. 
 
 
Updated:  August 4, 2009  
 
 
 
Species at Risk 


 
COSEWIC 
Designation 


 
 
Schedule of SARA 


Government 
Organization with 
Lead Management 
Responsibility 1 


Eskimo Curlew Endangered Schedule 1 EC 
Ivory Gull Endangered Schedule 1 EC 
Ross’s Gull Threatened Schedule 1 EC 
Harlequin Duck (Eastern 
population) 


Special Concern Schedule 1 EC 


Rusty Blackbird Special Concern Schedule 1 Government of 
Nunavut 


Felt-leaf Willow Special Concern Schedule 1 Government of 
Nunavut 


Peregrine Falcon (anatum-
tundrius complex) 


Special Concern Schedule 1 
(anatum) 
Schedule 3 
(tundrius) 


Government of 
Nunavut 


Short-eared Owl Special Concern Schedule 3 Government of 
Nunavut 


Peary Caribou Endangered Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Beluga Whale 
(Eastern Hudson Bay population) 


Endangered Pending DFO 


Red Knot (rufa subspecies) Endangered Pending EC 
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Beluga Whale 
(Cumberland Sound population) 


Threatened Pending DFO 


Atlantic Cod (Arctic population) Special Concern Pending DFO 
Beluga Whale 
(Western Hudson Bay 
population) 


Special Concern Pending DFO 


Beluga Whale 
(Eastern High Arctic – Baffin 
Bay population) 


Special Concern Pending DFO 


Bowhead Whale 
(Eastern Canada – West 
Greenland population) 


Special Concern  Pending DFO 


Killer Whale (Northwest Atlantic 
/ Eastern Arctic populations) 


Special Concern  Pending DFO 


Porsild’s Bryum Threatened Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Atlantic Walrus Special Concern Pending DFO 
Narwhal Special Concern Pending DFO 
Red Knot (islandica subspecies) Special Concern Pending EC 
Horned Grebe (Western 
population) 


Special Concern Pending EC 


Barren-ground Caribou (Dolphin 
and Union population) 


Special Concern Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Grizzly Bear Special Concern Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Polar Bear Special Concern Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Wolverine (Western Population) Special Concern Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


1 Environment Canada (EC) has a national role to play in the conservation and recovery of Species at Risk in 
Canada, as well as responsibility for management of birds described in the Migratory Birds Convention Act 
(MBCA).  Day-to-day management of terrestrial species not covered in the MBCA is the responsibility of the 
Territorial Government.  Populations that exist in National Parks are also managed under the authority of the Parks 
Canada Agency.  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) has responsibility for management of aquatic 
species.   
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Appendix C 
Archaeological and Palaeontological Resources Terms and Conditions  


for Land Use Permit Holders 
  


 
  


BACKGROUND:  Archaeology 
  
As stated in Article 33 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement:  
  
The archaeological record of the Inuit of Nunavut is a record of Inuit use and occupancy of lands 
and resources through time. The evidence associated with their use and occupancy represents a 
cultural, historical and ethnographic heritage of Inuit society and, as such, Government 
recognizes that Inuit have a special relationship with such evidence, which shall be expressed in 
terms of special rights and responsibilities. [33.2.1]  
  
The archaeological record of Nunavut is of spiritual, cultural, religious and educational 
importance to Inuit. Accordingly, the identification, protection and conservation of 
archaeological sites and specimens and the interpretation of the archaeological record is of 
primary importance to Inuit and their involvement is both desirable and necessary. [33.2.2]  
  
In recognition of the cultural, spiritual and religious importance of certain areas in Nunavut to 
Inuit, Inuit have special rights and interests in these areas as defined by Article 33 of the Nunavut 
Land Claims Agreement. [33.2.5]  
  


BACKGROUND:  Palaeontology 
  
Under the Nunavut Act1, the federal Government can make regulations for the protection, care 
and preservation of palaeontological sites and specimens in Nunavut. Under the Nunavut 
Archaeological and Palaeontological Sites Regulations2, it is illegal to alter or disturb any 
palaeontological site in Nunavut unless permission is first granted through the permitting 
process.   


Definitions 
  


                                                 
1 s. 51(1) 
2 P.C. 2001-1111  14 June, 2001  
 
 







 


As defined in the Nunavut Archaeological and Palaeontological Sites Regulations, the following 
definitions apply:  
  
“archaeological site” means a place where an archaeological artifact is found.  
  
“archaeological artifact” means any tangible evidence of human activity that is more than 50 
years old and in respect of which an unbroken chain of possession or regular pattern of usage 
cannot be demonstrated, and includes a Denesuline archaeological specimen referred to in 
section 40.4.9 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement.    
  
“palaeontological site” means a site where a fossil is found.  
  
“fossil” includes:  


(a) natural casts  
(b) preserved tracks, coprolites and plant remains; and  
(c) the preserved shells and exoskeletons of invertebrates and the eggs, teeth and bones of 


vertebrates.   


Terms and Conditions 
  
1) The permittee shall not operate any vehicle over a known or suspected archaeological or 


palaeontological site.  
  
2) The permittee shall not remove, disturb, or displace any archaeological artifact or site, or 


any fossil or palaeontological site.  
  
3) The permittee shall immediately contact the Department of Culture, Language, Elders and 


Youth (867) 934-2046 or (867) 975-5500 or 1 (866) 934-2035 should an archaeological 
site or specimen, or a palaeontological site or fossil be encountered or disturbed by any 
land use activity.  


  
4) The permittee shall immediately cease any activity that disturbs an archaeological or 


palaeontological site encountered during the course of a land use operation, until 
permitted to proceed with the authorization of the Department of Culture, Language, 
Elders and Youth, Government of Nunavut.  


  
5) The permittee shall follow the direction of the Department of Culture, Language, Elders 


and Youth and DIAND in restoring disturbed archaeological or palaeontological sites to 
an acceptable condition.  


  
6) The permittee shall provide all information requested by the Department of Culture, 


Language, Elders and Youth concerning all archaeological sites or artifacts and all 
palaeontological sites and fossils encountered in the course of any land use activity.  
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7) The permittee shall make best efforts to ensure that all persons working under authority of 
the permit are aware of these conditions concerning archaeological sites and artifacts, and 
palaeontological sites and fossils.  


  
8) The permittee shall avoid the known archaeological and/or palaeontological sites listed in 


Attachment 1.  
  
9) The permittee shall have an archaeologist or palaeontologist perform the following 


functions, as required by the Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth:  
  


a. survey  
b. inventory and documentation of the archaeological or palaeontological resources of 


the land use area  
c. assessment of potential for damage to archaeological or palaeontological sites  
d. mitigation  
e. marking boundaries of archaeological or palaeontological sites  
f. site restoration  


 
The Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth shall authorize by way of a Nunavut 
Archaeologist Permit or a Nunavut Palaeontologist Permit, all procedures subsumed under the 
above operations. 
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GJOA HAVEN, NU    X0B 1J0 NUNAVUT IMALIRIYIN KATIMAYINGI 
TEL: (867) 360-6338 NUNAVUT WATER BOARD 
FAX: (867) 360-6369 OFFICE DES EAUX DU NUNAVUT 


 
 
 


WATER LICENCE 
  APPLICATION FORM  


Application for: (check one) 


  New   Renewal   Amendment   Assignment   Cancellation 


LICENCE NO: 
(for NWB use only) 


1. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT/LICENSEE 


 
Comaplex Minerals Corp. 
Suite 901, 1015 - 4th Street SW 
Calgary, AB  T1W2K2 
 
Phone: 403 265 2846 
Fax:     403 232 1421 
e-mail: jwitteman@comaplex.com 
 


2. ADDRESS OF CORPORATE OFFICE IN 
CANADA (if applicable) 


 
      
 
Phone:        
Fax:            
e-mail:        


3. LOCATION OF UNDERTAKING (describe and attach a topographical map, indicating the main 
components of the Undertaking) 


      
      
Latitude: (63°1’30” N) Longitude:  (92°10’20” W) 
NTS Map Sheet No. 55N/1Scale: 1:50,000 
 


4. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING (attach plans and drawings) 
      
To undertake geotechnical drilling within 31 metres of water. 
 


5. TYPE OF PRIMARY UNDERTAKING (A supplementary questionnaire must be submitted with the 
application for undertakings listed in “bold”) 


 
 Industrial  Agricultural  
 Mining and Milling(includes exploration/drilling)  Conservation 
 Municipal (includes camps/lodges)  Recreational      
 Power  Miscellaneous (describe below): 


       
      
 


See Schedule II of Northwest Territories Waters Regulations for Description of Undertakings 
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6. WATER USE 
 


 To obtain water  Flood control 
 To cross a watercourse  To divert a watercourse 
 To modify the bed or bank of a watercourse  To alter the flow of , or store, water  


  
 Other (describe):       


 
7. QUANTITY OF WATER INVOLVED (cubic metres per day including both quantity to be used and 


quality to be returned to source) 
 


Water use  100m3/day or less 
  Greater than 100m3/day; if greater, indicate quantities to be used for each purpose (camp, 


drilling, etc.)      
 
Water returned to source 
 all water m3/day 


 
 


8. WASTE (for each type of waste describe: composition, quantity (cubic metres per day), methods of 
treatment and disposal, etc.)  
 


 Sewage  Waste oil   
 Solid Waste  Greywater 
 Hazardous  Sludges 
 Bulky Items/Scrap Metal  Other describe):Drill cuttings 


 
Drill cuttings will be directed to a sump located at least 31 metres from any water body. 
Solid waste will be returned to the exploration camp. 


 
9. OTHER PERSONS OR PROPERTIES AFFECTED BY THIS UNDERTAKING (give name, mailing 


address and location; attach if necessary)      
      
      
      


Land Use Permit 
DIAND  Yes  No     If no, date expected       
  
Regional Inuit Association  Yes  No     If no, date expected       
 
Commissioner  Yes  No     If no, date expected March 1, 2010 


 
10. PREDICTED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF UNDERTAKING AND PROPOSED 


MITIGATION MEASURES (direct, indirect, cumulative impacts, etc.)      
      
The drilling will not affect the quality, quantity or flow of any water bodies.  Environmental impact will be 
negligible.  Water use is anticipated to be approximately 9 m3/geotechnical drill hole with no more than 2 holes 
drilled any one day. 
      


NIRB Screening   Yes    No      If no, date expected       
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11.  INUIT WATER RIGHTS 
 


Will the project or activity substantially affect the quality, quantity, or flow of water flowing through Inuit 
Owned Lands and the rights of Inuit under Article 20 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement? 
 
Not applicable. 


 
If yes, has the applicant entered into an agreement with the Designated Inuit organization to pay 
compensation for any loss or damage that may be caused by the alteration.  If no compensation agreement 
has been made, how will compensation be determined?      
 


      
12. CONTRACTORS AND SUB-CONTRACTORS (name, address and functions) 
      
Boart Longyear, 13 Capital Circle, Saskatoon, SK  S4R 0H6 
 


13. STUDIES UNDERTAKEN TO DATE (list and attach copies of studies, reports, research, etc.) 
Relevant studies to the planned work includes: 
 
Archaeological Impact Assessment of the Comaplex Meliadine West Gold Project, Rankin Inlet, Nunavut. 
2008 Annual Water Report for Water Licence 2BB-MEL0709 
 
 


14. THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THE APPLICATION FOR THE 
REGULATORY PROCESS TO BEGIN 


 
Supplementary Questionnaire (where applicable: see section 5)  Yes  No  If no, date expected       
 
Inuktitut and/or Inuinnaqtun/English Summary of Project  Yes  No  If no, date expected       
 
Application fee of $30.00 (Payee Receiver General for Canada)  Yes  No  If no, date expected       
 
Water Use fee of $30.00 (unless otherwise indicated in Section 9 of the NWT Waters Regulations; Payee Receiver 
General for Canada) 
   Yes   No  If no, date expected       
 


15. PROPOSED TIME SCHEDULE (unless otherwise indicated, the NWB will consider the application for 
a five (5) year term) 


  one year or less    (or)  Multi Year 
 
  Start Date: March 1, 2010Completion Date: July 31, 2014 
 


 
 


John Witteman, 
Comaplex Mineral 


Corp. 


 Environmental 
Consultant 


         


Name (Print)  Title (Print)  Signature  Date 
 
 


For Nunavut Water Board office use only 
 
APPLICATION FEE Amount: $      Pay ID No.:        
 
WATER USE DEPOSIT Amount: $      Pay ID No.:        
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		APPLICATION FORM
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SCREENING DECISION REPORT 


NIRB FILE NO.:  10EA018  


 


 
 


May 5, 2010 
 
Honourable Chuck Strahl                
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada       
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada              
Gatineau, QC   
               
E-Mail: Strahl.C@parl.gc.ca   
 
Re: Screening Decision for Comaplex Minerals Corp.’s “Meliadine Gold Underground 


Exploration” Project Proposal  
 
 
Dear Honourable Minister: 
 
The primary objectives of the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) are set out in Section 
12.2.5 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA) as follows: 
 


In carrying out its functions, the primary objectives of NIRB shall be at all times to 
protect and promote the existing and future well-being of the residents and communities 
of the Nunavut Settlement Area, and to protect the ecosystemic integrity of the Nunavut 
Settlement Area.  NIRB shall take into account the well-being of the residents of Canada 
outside the Nunavut Settlement Area.  


 
Section 12.4.4 of the NLCA states: 
 


Upon receipt of a project proposal, NIRB shall screen the proposal and indicate to the 
Minister in writing that: 


a)  the proposal may be processed without a review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may 
recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting 
the primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5; 


b)  the proposal requires review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB shall identify particular 
issues or concerns which should be considered in such a review; 


c)  the proposal is insufficiently developed to permit proper screening, and should be 
returned to the proponent for clarification; or 


d)  the potential adverse impacts of the proposal are so unacceptable that it should be 
modified or abandoned. 


 


P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0          Phone:  (867) 983-4600     Fax:  (867) 983-2594 
Page 1 of 17 



mailto:Strahl.C@parl.gc.ca





 


NIRB ASSESSMENT AND DECISION 
 
After a thorough assessment of all material provided to the Board (please see Procedural History 
and Project Activities in Appendix A), in accordance with the principles identified within 
Section 12.4.2 of the NLCA, the decision of the Board as per Section 12.4.4 of the NLCA is: 
 


12.4.4 (a): the proposal may be processed without a review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may 
recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting the 
primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5. 


 
RECOMMENDED PROJECT-SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


(pursuant to Section 12.4.4(a) of the NLCA) 
 
The Board is recommending that the following or similar project-specific terms and conditions 
be imposed upon the Proponent through all relevant legislation: 
 
General 
1. Comaplex Mineral Corp. (the Proponent) shall maintain a copy of the Project Terms and 


Conditions at the site of operation at all times. 


2. The Proponent shall forward copies of all permits obtained and required for this project to the 
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) prior to the commencement of the project. 


3. The Proponent shall operate in accordance with all commitments provided to NIRB, 
including those commitments made to authorizing agencies in the various project 
applications.  


4. The Proponent shall operate the site in accordance with all applicable Acts, Regulations and 
Guidelines. 


Water 
5. The Proponent shall not extract water from any fish-bearing water body unless the water 


intake hose is equipped with a screen of appropriate mesh size to ensure that there is no 
entrapment of fish.  Small lakes or streams shall not be used for water withdrawal. 


6. The Proponent shall not use water, including constructing or disturbing any stream, lakebed 
or the banks of any definable water course unless approved by the Nunavut Water Board. 


Waste 
7. At the portal site, the Proponent shall keep all garbage and debris in bags placed in a covered 


metal container or equivalent until disposed of at an approved facility.  All wastes shall be 
kept inaccessible to wildlife at all times. 


8. The Proponent shall ensure that no waste oil/grease will be incinerated on site.  All waste 
oil/grease must be transported off site and disposed of at an approved facility.  A waste 
manifest must accompany the shipment of all waste oil/grease and the proponent must 
register with the Government of Nunavut – Department of Environment (GN-DOE).  Contact 
the Manager of Pollution Control and Air Quality at (867) 975-7748 to obtain a manifest if 
hazardous waste is generated during project activities. 
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9. The Proponent shall ensure that an export manifest or the appropriate transportation of 
dangerous goods (TDG) documentation accompany all potential hazardous samples and/or 
materials that are transported off site. 


Fuel and Chemical Storage 
10. The Proponent shall locate all fuel and other hazardous materials a minimum of thirty-one 


(31) metres away from the high water mark of any water body and in such a manner as to 
prevent their release into the environment. 


11. The Proponent shall store all fuel and chemicals in such a manner that they are inaccessible 
to wildlife. 


12. The Proponent shall use secondary containment or a surface liner (self-supporting insta-
berms, fold-a-tanks, etc), when storing barrelled fuel and chemicals, and at all refuelling 
stations.  The Proponent shall ensure that appropriate spill response equipment and clean-up 
materials (e.g., shovels, pumps, barrels, drip pans, absorbents, etc) must be readily available 
during any transfer of fuel or hazardous substances, as well as at vehicle-maintenance areas 
and at drill sites. 


13. The Proponent shall inspect and document the condition of all fuel tanks and fuel caches on a 
weekly basis, and a copy of this weekly inspection report must be made available to 
inspectors upon request.  The Proponent shall examine all fuel and chemical storage 
containers immediately upon delivery for leaks.  All containers must be marked with the 
Proponent’s name.  All leaks should be repaired immediately and appropriate actions taken 
with leaked materials. 


14. The Proponent shall remove and treat hydrocarbon contaminated soils on site or transport 
them to an approved disposal site.   


15. The Proponent shall ensure that all on site personnel are properly trained in fuel and 
hazardous waste handling procedures as well as spill response procedures.  All spills of fuel 
or other deleterious materials of any amount must be reported immediately to the 24 hour 
Spill Line at (867) 920-8130. 


Wildlife 
16. The Proponent shall ensure that there is no damage to wildlife habitat in conducting this 


operation.   


17. The Proponent shall take all possible measures to avoid wildlife encounters.  Any problem 
wildlife should be reported immediately to the Government of Nunavut, Department of 
Environment. 


18. The Proponent shall not harass wildlife.  This includes persistently worrying or chasing 
animals, or disturbing large groups of animals.  The Proponent shall not hunt or fish, unless 
proper Nunavut authorizations have been acquired.  


19. The Proponent shall restrict aircraft/helicopter activity related to the project to a minimum 
altitude of 650 metres above ground level unless there is a specific requirement for low-level 
flying, which does not disturb wildlife and migratory birds.  


20. The Proponent shall ensure that aircraft maintain a vertical distance of 1000 metres and a 
horizontal distance of 1500 metres from any observed groups (colonies) of migratory birds.  
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It is recommended aircraft avoid critical and sensitive wildlife areas at all times by choosing 
alternate flight corridors.   


21. The Proponent shall ensure that aircraft/helicopter do not, unless for emergency, touch-down 
in areas where wildlife are present.  


22. The Proponent shall not disturb or destroy the nests or eggs of any birds.  If nests are 
encountered and/or identified, the Proponent shall take precaution to avoid further interaction 
and or disturbance (e.g., a 100 metre buffer around the nests).  If active nests of any birds are 
discovered (i.e. with eggs or young), the Proponent shall avoid these areas until nesting is 
complete and the young have left the nest. 


23. The Proponent shall cease activities that may interfere with migration or calving of caribou 
or muskox, until the caribou or muskox have passed or left the area. 


24. The Proponent shall not block or cause any diversion to caribou migration, and shall cease 
activities likely to interfere with migration such as airborne geophysics surveys, drilling or 
movement of equipment or personnel until such time as the caribou have passed. 


25. The Proponent shall not construct or operate any camp, cache any fuel or conduct blasting 
within 10 km, or conduct any drilling operation within 5 km of any designated caribou 
crossings. 


26. During the period of May 15 to July 15, when caribou are observed within 1 km of project 
operations the Proponent shall suspend all operations, including low-level over flights, 
blasting, and use of snow mobiles and all terrain vehicles outside the immediate vicinity of 
the camps.   


27. The Proponent shall ensure that all project personnel are made aware of the measures to 
protect wildlife and are provided with training and/or advice on how to implement these 
measures.  The Proponent shall also advise all pilots of relevant flight restrictions and 
enforce their application over the project area and flight paths to or from the project area. 


Physical Environment 
28. The Proponent shall ensure that the land use area is kept clean and tidy at all times. 


29. The Proponent shall not move any equipment or vehicles unless the ground surface is in a 
state capable of fully supporting the equipment or vehicles without rutting or gouging.  The 
Proponent shall suspend overland travel of equipment or vehicles if rutting occurs. 


30. The Proponent shall stockpile all overburden/topsoil generated for reclamation using proper 
erosion prevention measures.  The Proponent shall use the stockpiled materials upon 
reclamation and re-vegetate all disturbed areas. 


31. The Proponent shall implement suitable erosion and sediment suppression measures on 
disturbed areas before, during and after construction until vegetation or other appropriate 
measures are established in order to prevent sediment from entering any water body. 


Drilling and Bulk Sample 


32. The Proponent shall have all equipment inspected for leaks or cracks prior to use and on a 
regular basis.  Any problems encountered must be addressed immediately. 
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33. The Proponent shall not locate any sump or cell within thirty-one (31) metres of the normal 
high water mark of any water body.  Sumps and areas designated for waste disposal shall be 
sufficiently bermed or otherwise contained to ensure that substances to do not enter a 
waterway unless otherwise authorized.  


34. The Proponent shall properly discharge/dispose of contaminated water in either a sump or a 
cell.  Prior to discharge to the environment, the Proponent shall ensure that the water quality 
meets with the Nunavut Water Board water licence discharge criteria. 


35. If an artesian flow is encountered, the Proponent shall ensure the drill hole is immediately 
plugged and permanently sealed. 


36. The Proponent shall use water and/or non-toxic and biodegradable additives for dust 
suppression, where dust suppression is required. 


37. The Proponent shall ensure there is no obstruction of natural drainage, flooding or channel 
diversion when determining locations of rock pads, road expansion, stockpiling etc.  


38. The Proponent shall ensure that all reasonable public safety procedures are implemented 
during the life of the operation. 


Restoration 
39. The Proponent shall remove all garbage, fuel and equipment upon abandonment. 


40. The Proponent shall complete all clean-up and restoration of the lands used upon 
abandonment of site. 


Other  
41. The Proponent should, to the extent possible, hire local people and to consult with local 


residents regarding their activities in the region. 


42. Any activity related to this application, and outside the original scope of the project as 
described in the application, will be considered a new project and should be submitted to the 
NIRB for Screening. 


 


MONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. The Proponent shall submit a comprehensive annual report with copies provided to the 


Kivalliq Inuit Association, Government of Nunavut Department of Environment, Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada and the Nunavut Impact Review Board by March 31 of each year of 
permitted activities.  The annual report must contain the following information, at a 
minimum: 
a. A summary of activities undertaken for the year; 
b. A work plan for the following year; 
c. A summary of monitoring results based on the Mitigation and Monitoring Plan; 
d. A summary of the annual wildlife observations record or report; 
e. A summary of actions taken to protect archaeological and paleontological resources in 


the project area; 
f. Details regarding steps taken to ensure all staff are properly trained and aware of the 


Proponent’s obligations and commitments; 
 


P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0          Phone:  (867) 983-4600     Fax:  (867) 983-2594 
Page 5 of 17 







 


 
P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0          Phone:  (867) 983-4600     Fax:  (867) 983-2594 


Page 6 of 17 


g. A summary of local hires and initiatives; 
h. A summary of site-visits by Land Use Inspectors with results and follow-up actions; 
i. Site photos; 
j. Efforts made to achieve compliance with the Canadian Wide Standards for Dioxins and 


Furans, and the Canadian Wide Standards for Mercury;  
k. A summary of the number and location of spills and failures which activated the Spill 


Contingency Plan; and  
l. A summary of how the Proponent has complied with NIRB conditions contained within 


this Screening Decision, and the conditions associated with all authorizations for the 
project. 


2. The Proponent shall update its Spill Contingency Plan to include the following: 
a. Up to date emergency contact numbers for the Government of Nunavut-


Department of Environment (867-975-4644) and the Manager of Pollution 
Control and Air Quality (867-975-7748).   


b. Correct the Environment Canada Yellowknife office phone number to 867-669-
4730; remove the 24 hr Emergency pager and the phone number for Environment 
Canada Protection to 867-975-4644. 


c. Include best management practices for the construction and operation of an ice 
airstrip. 


d. The Proponent should use best management practices to reduce noise.  
e. The Proponent should use best management practices in regards to air quality. 


3. The Proponent should implement the recommendations found in the 2003 CCME 
Guidance Document PN 1326 entitled “Environmental Code of Practice for Above 
Ground and Underground Storage Tank Systems containing Petroleum Product and 
Allied Petroleum Products”. 


4. The Proponent shall maintain a record of wildlife observations while operating within the 
project area.  The reports should include locations (i.e., latitude and longitude), species, 
number of animals, a description of the animal activity, and a description of the gender 
and age of animals if possible. Prior to conducting project activities, the Proponent should 
map the location of any sensitive wildlife sites such as denning sites, calving areas, 
caribou crossing sites, and raptor nests in the project area, and identify the timing of 
critical life history events (i.e., calving, mating, denning and nesting). Additionally, the 
Proponent should indicate potential impacts from the project, and ensure that operational 
activities are managed and modified to avoid impacts on wildlife and sensitive sites.  


A copy of this wildlife record or report should be submitted annually at the end of the 
operational season to the following Government of Nunavut – Department of 
Environment contacts: 


 Biologist, Kivalliq Region: Mitch Campbell, (867) 857-
2828, mcampbell@gov.nu.ca 


 Wildlife Deterrent Specialist: Sarah Medill, (867) 934-4335, smedill@gov.nu.ca  
 


5. The Proponent should update its detailed Blasting Program to ensure the effects of 
blasting on fish and fish habitat, water quality and wildlife is minimized.  The Blasting 
Program should also: 



mailto:mcampbell@gov.nu.ca

mailto:smedill@gov.nu.ca
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a. Comply with the DFO guidelines; 


b. Include a monitoring and mitigation plan 


c. Restrict blasting when migrating caribou, or sensitive local carnivores or birds 
may be negatively affected; and 


d. Minimize the use of ammonium nitrate to reduce the effects of blasting on water 
quality. 


 
OTHER NIRB CONCERNS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


 
In addition to the project-specific terms and conditions, the Board is recommending the 
following: 
 
It is recommended that: 


1. The Proponent review the bear/carnivore detection and deterrent techniques outlined in 
“Safety in Grizzly and Black Bear Country” which can be down-loaded from this 
link: http://www.nwtwildlife.com/Publications/safetyinbearcountry/safety.htm.  Note that 
some recommendations in this manual are also relevant to polar bears.  There is a DVD about 
polar bears and safety available from Nunavut Parks at the following 
link http://www.nunavutparks.com/english/visitor-information/suggested-resources.html and 
a “Safety in Polar Bear Country” pamphlet from Parks Canada at the following 
link http://www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/nu/auyuittuq/pdf/PolarBearEnglish2007final.pdf.  


2. The Proponent review Environment Canada’s “Environmental Assessment Best Practice 
Guide for Wildlife at Risk in Canada”, available at the following link: http://www.cws-
scf.ec.gc.ca/publications/eval/index_e.cfm.  The guide provides information to the Proponent 
on what is required when Wildlife at Risk, including Species at Risk, are encountered or 
affected by the project. 


3. The Proponent review Transport Canada’s “Syntheses of Best Practices – Road Salt 
Management”, available at the following link: http://www.tac-
atc.ca/english/resourcecentre/roadsalt.cfm.  The synthesis of best practices provides 
information to the Proponent on responsible usage of calcium chloride (CaCl). 


4. The Proponent review the Government of Nunavut – Department of Environment 
“Environmental Guidelines for Dust Suppression”, available at the following 
link: www.gov.nu.ca/env/suppression.pdf.  


Kivalliq Inuit Association 


The KIA impose strict mitigation measures and/or conditions upon the Proponent pursuant to the 
Inuit Owned Lands License in regard to fuel and chemical storage, drilling, water conditions, 
ground disturbance and wildlife on Inuit owned land. 


Nunavut Water Board 



http://www.nwtwildlife.com/Publications/safetyinbearcountry/safety.htm

http://www.nunavutparks.com/english/visitor-information/suggested-resources.html

http://www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/nu/auyuittuq/pdf/PolarBearEnglish2007final.pdf

http://www.cws-scf.ec.gc.ca/publications/eval/index_e.cfm

http://www.cws-scf.ec.gc.ca/publications/eval/index_e.cfm

http://www.tac-atc.ca/english/resourcecentre/roadsalt.cfm

http://www.tac-atc.ca/english/resourcecentre/roadsalt.cfm

http://www.gov.nu.ca/env/suppression.pdf





 


The Nunavut Water Board (NWB) impose mitigation measures, conditions and monitoring 
requirements pursuant to the Water Licence, which require the Proponent to respect the 
sensitivities and importance of water in the area.  These mitigation measures, conditions and 
monitoring requirements should be in regard to use of water, snow and ice; waste disposal; 
access infrastructure and operation for camps; drilling operations; spill contingency planning; 
abandonment and restoration planning; and monitoring programs.   
 


REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Proponent is also advised that the following legislation may apply to the project: 
 
1. The Proponent is advised that the Canadian Environmental Protection Act 


(http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-15.31/) lists calcium chloride (CaCl) as a toxic substance.  The 
Proponent should assess alternatives (including biodegradable and non-toxic) to drill 
additives prior to the use of CaCl and try to avoid the use of CaCl. 


2. The Fisheries Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/F-14///en).   


3. The Nunavut Waters and Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act 
(http://www.canlii.org/ca/sta/n-28.8/whole.html). 


4. The Migratory Birds Convention Act and Migratory Birds Regulations 
(http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/M-7.01). 


5. The Species at Risk Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/S-15.3).  Attached in 
Appendix B  is a list of Species at Risk in Nunavut. 


6. The Nunavut Wildlife Act which contains provisions to protect and conserve wildlife and 
wildlife habitat, including specific protection measures for wildlife habitat and species at 
risk.  


7. The Nunavut Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/N-28.6).  The Proponent must 
comply with the proposed terms and conditions listed in the attached Appendix C. 


8. The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations, Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
Act (http://www.tc.gc.ca/tdg/menu.htm), and the Environmental Protection Act 
(http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-15.31/text.html) The Proponent must ensure that proper 
shipping documents accompany all movements of dangerous goods.  The Proponent must 
register with the GN-DOE Manager of Pollution Control and Air Quality at 867-975-7748.  


9. The Aeronautics Act (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/A-2/).   


10. The Northwest Territories and Nunavut Mining Regulations (http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/T-
7/C.R.C.-c.1516/index.html). 


11. The Safety Act http://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/stat/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-s-1/73125/rsnwt-nu-
1988-c-s-1.html). 
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http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/F-14/en

http://www.canlii.org/ca/sta/n-28.8/whole.html

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/M-7.01

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/S-15.3

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/showtdm/cs/N-28.6

http://www.tc.gc.ca/tdg/menu.htm

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-15.31/text.html

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/A-2/

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/T-7/C.R.C.-c.1516/index.html

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/T-7/C.R.C.-c.1516/index.html

http://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/stat/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-s-1/73125/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-s-1.html

http://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/stat/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-s-1/73125/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-s-1.html





 


 


12. The Mine Health and Safety Act http://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/regu/nu-reg-016-
2003/72742/nu-reg-016-2003.html). 


13. The Explosive Use Act (http://www.canlii.org/en/nu/laws/stat/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-e-
10/72964/rsnwt-nu-1988-c-e-10.html). 


 
Validity of Land Claims Agreement 
 
Section 2.12.2 
Where there is any inconsistency or conflict between any federal, territorial and local 
government laws, and the Agreement, the Agreement shall prevail to the extent of the 
inconsistency or conflict. 
 
Dated _____May 4, 2010___ at Sanikiluaq, NU. 
 
 


______ _______ 
Lucassie Arragutainaq, Chairperson 
 
 
Attachments: Appendix A:  Procedural History and Project Activities 
 Appendix B:  Species at Risk in Nunavut 
 Appendix C:  Archaeological and Palaeontological Resources Terms and Conditions for Land Use 


 Permit Holders 
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Appendix A  
Procedural History and Project Activities 


 
Procedural History  
 
On February 25, 2010 the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) received Comaplex 
Minerals Corp.’s (Comaplex)” Meliadine Gold Underground Exploration” project proposal from 
Comaplex.  On March 8, 2010 the NIRB received a positive conformity determination (Keewatin 
Regional Land Use Plan) from the Nunavut Planning Commission for this file.  The NIRB 
assigned this project proposal file number 10EA018. 


This project proposal was distributed to community organizations in Arviat, Whale Cove, Rankin 
Inlet, Chesterfield Inlet, and Baker Lake, as well as to relevant federal and territorial government 
agencies, and Inuit organizations.  The NIRB requested that interested parties review the 
proposal and provide the Board with any comments or concerns by April 6, 2010.   
 
On or before April 6, 2010 the NIRB received comments from the following interested parties: 
 


 Environment Canada   
 Government of Nunavut – Department of Environment   
 Government of Nunavut – Culture Language Elders and Youth  
 Indian and Northern Affairs Canada   
 Fisheries and Oceans Canada   


 
All comments provided to NIRB regarding this project proposal can be viewed on NIRB’s ftp-
site, at the following 
location: http://ftp.nirb.ca/SCREENINGS/COMPLETED%20SCREENINGS/  
 
Project Activities 
 
This project is located in the Kivalliq region approximately 30 kilometres northwest of Rankin 
Inlet and within the Meliadine Gold Project area (formerly known as the Meliadine West Gold 
Property).  During 2007 and 2008, Comaplex conducted a bulk sampling program (NIRB File 
No. 07EN044) which included the construction of a portal site, waste and ore rock pads, a road, a 
bulk sampling tower and ancillary infrastructure.  The current proposal involves the expansion of 
the existing portal, ramp and existing infrastructure to conduct bulk sampling at deeper depths 
while completing the feasibility study for the Meliadine Gold Mine.  The proposed bulk 
sampling program is slated to begin in 2010 and is expected to be completed by 2013. 


The proposed project activities are to include: 


 Expansion of the existing waste and ore rock pads (increase by 3.2 hectares); 
 Widening of the existing road from the portal to the pad sites; 
 Construction of a multi-plate cover over the portal; 
 Re-activation of the existing portal and ramp; 
 Increase the amount of equipment (mining and transportation) and materials on site by 


850 tonnes; 
 Increase the number of structures and generators at portal site for equipment storage; 



http://ftp.nirb.ca/SCREENINGS/COMPLETED%20SCREENINGS/
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 The repair and upgrade of existing infrastructure at portal site; 
 Construction of 1,920 metres (m) of decline (ramp) at 5.2 m wide by 5.2 m high from the 


end of the existing decline down to 400 m below the surface; 
 Construction of a 490 m of 4.5 m by 4.5 m decline, branching off the main ramp; 
 Construction of a 245 m long, vertical 3.0 m diameter ventilation rise with the 


construction of a fan house and exhaust fan at the surface; 
 Conduct 45,000 m of underground diamond drilling; 
 Extraction of 22,000 tonne bulk samples; 
 Increase Type 4 magazines on site (bring in 5 more magazines); 
 Increase the amount of explosives stored on site; 
 Transportation of explosives to site via helicopter; 
 Expansion of on-site fuel storage capacity to 2 million litres; 
 Increase on-site storage of calcium chloride for the purposes of drilling; 
 Construction of an ice air strip to increase plane access during winter months; and  
 Increase the existing camp capacity from 60 men to 80 men for year round 


accommodation. 


Some portions of the proposed bulk sample project have been previously screened by the NIRB 
(03EN077, 05EN006, 05EN101, 07AN063, 08EN005, or 08EN043) and may include, but are not 
limited to the following activities: winter road, wash car, waste water treatment plant, new 
wetlands area, bulk sampling tower, existing agreements with the Hamlet of Rankin Inlet and 
fuel transfer stations.   


 
 
 







 


Appendix B 
Species At Risk in Nunavut 


 
This list includes species listed on one of the Schedules of SARA (Species at Risk Act) and under 
consideration for listing on Schedule 1 of SARA.  These species have been designated as at risk 
by COSEWIC (Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada).  This list may not 
include all species identified as at risk by the Territorial Government.  
 


• Schedule 1 is the official legal list of Species at Risk for SARA.  SARA applies to all 
species on Schedule 1.  The term “listed” species refers to species on Schedule 1. 


• Schedule 2 and 3 of SARA identify species that were designated at risk by the 
COSEWIC prior to October 1999 and must be reassessed using revised criteria before 
they can be considered for addition to Schedule 1.   


• Some species identified at risk by COSEWIC are “pending” addition to Schedule 1 of 
SARA.  These species are under consideration for addition to Schedule 1, subject to 
further consultation or assessment.   


 
Schedules of SARA are amended on a regular basis so it is important to periodically check the 
SARA registry (www.sararegistry.gc.ca) to get the current status of a species. 
 
 
Updated:  August 4, 2009  
 
 
 
Species at Risk 


 
COSEWIC 
Designation 


 
 
Schedule of 
SARA 


Government 
Organization with 
Lead Management 
Responsibility 1 


Eskimo Curlew Endangered Schedule 1 EC 
Ivory Gull Endangered Schedule 1 EC 
Ross’s Gull Threatened Schedule 1 EC 
Harlequin Duck (Eastern 
population) 


Special Concern Schedule 1 EC 


Rusty Blackbird Special Concern Schedule 1 Government of 
Nunavut 


Felt-leaf Willow Special Concern Schedule 1 Government of 
Nunavut 


Peregrine Falcon (anatum-
tundrius complex) 


Special Concern Schedule 1 
(anatum) 
Schedule 3 
(tundrius) 


Government of 
Nunavut 


Short-eared Owl Special Concern Schedule 3 Government of 
Nunavut 


Peary Caribou Endangered Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Beluga Whale 
(Eastern Hudson Bay 


Endangered Pending DFO 
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population) 


Red Knot (rufa subspecies) Endangered Pending EC 
Beluga Whale 
(Cumberland Sound 
population) 


Threatened Pending DFO 


Atlantic Cod (Arctic 
population) 


Special Concern Pending DFO 


Beluga Whale 
(Western Hudson Bay 
population) 


Special Concern Pending DFO 


Beluga Whale 
(Eastern High Arctic – Baffin 
Bay population) 


Special Concern Pending DFO 


Bowhead Whale 
(Eastern Canada – West 
Greenland population) 


Special Concern  Pending DFO 


Killer Whale (Northwest 
Atlantic / Eastern Arctic 
populations) 


Special Concern  Pending DFO 


Porsild’s Bryum Threatened Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Atlantic Walrus Special Concern Pending DFO 
Narwhal Special Concern Pending DFO 
Red Knot (islandica 
subspecies) 


Special Concern Pending EC 


Horned Grebe (Western 
population) 


Special Concern Pending EC 


Barren-ground Caribou 
(Dolphin and Union 
population) 


Special Concern Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Grizzly Bear Special Concern Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Polar Bear Special Concern Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


Wolverine (Western 
Population) 


Special Concern Pending Government of 
Nunavut 


1 Environment Canada (EC) has a national role to play in the conservation and recovery of 
Species at Risk in Canada, as well as responsibility for management of birds described in the 
Migratory Birds Convention Act (MBCA).  Day-to-day management of terrestrial species not 
covered in the MBCA is the responsibility of the Territorial Government.  Populations that exist 
in National Parks are also managed under the authority of the Parks Canada Agency.  The 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) has responsibility for management of aquatic 
species.   
 
 


 
P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0          Phone:  (867) 983-4600     Fax:  (867) 983-2594 


Page 13 of 17 







 


 
P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0          Phone:  (867) 983-4600     Fax:  (867) 983-2594 


Page 14 of 17 


 
 
 
 







 


 
P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0          Phone:  (867) 983-4600     Fax:  (867) 983-2594 


Page 15 of 17 


Appendix C 
Archaeological and Palaeontological Resources Terms and Conditions  


for Land Use Permit Holders 
  


 
  


BACKGROUND:  Archaeology 
  
As stated in Article 33 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement:  
  
The archaeological record of the Inuit of Nunavut is a record of Inuit use and occupancy of lands 
and resources through time. The evidence associated with their use and occupancy represents a 
cultural, historical and ethnographic heritage of Inuit society and, as such, Government 
recognizes that Inuit have a special relationship with such evidence, which shall be expressed in 
terms of special rights and responsibilities. [33.2.1]  
  
The archaeological record of Nunavut is of spiritual, cultural, religious and educational 
importance to Inuit. Accordingly, the identification, protection and conservation of 
archaeological sites and specimens and the interpretation of the archaeological record is of 
primary importance to Inuit and their involvement is both desirable and necessary. [33.2.2]  
  
In recognition of the cultural, spiritual and religious importance of certain areas in Nunavut to 
Inuit, Inuit have special rights and interests in these areas as defined by Article 33 of the Nunavut 
Land Claims Agreement. [33.2.5]  
  


BACKGROUND:  Palaeontology 
  
Under the Nunavut Act1, the federal Government can make regulations for the protection, care 
and preservation of palaeontological sites and specimens in Nunavut. Under the Nunavut 
Archaeological and Palaeontological Sites Regulations2, it is illegal to alter or disturb any 
palaeontological site in Nunavut unless permission is first granted through the permitting 
process.   


Definitions 
  


                                                 
1 s. 51(1) 
2 P.C. 2001-1111  14 June, 2001  
 
 







 


As defined in the Nunavut Archaeological and Palaeontological Sites Regulations, the following 
definitions apply:  
  
“archaeological site” means a place where an archaeological artifact is found.  
  
“archaeological artifact” means any tangible evidence of human activity that is more than 50 
years old and in respect of which an unbroken chain of possession or regular pattern of usage 
cannot be demonstrated, and includes a Denesuline archaeological specimen referred to in 
section 40.4.9 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement.    
  
“palaeontological site” means a site where a fossil is found.  
  
“fossil” includes:  


(a) natural casts  
(b) preserved tracks, coprolites and plant remains; and  
(c) the preserved shells and exoskeletons of invertebrates and the eggs, teeth and bones of 


vertebrates.   


Terms and Conditions 
  
1) The permittee shall not operate any vehicle over a known or suspected archaeological or 


palaeontological site.  
  
2) The permittee shall not remove, disturb, or displace any archaeological artifact or site, or 


any fossil or palaeontological site.  
  
3) The permittee shall immediately contact the Department of Culture, Language, Elders and 


Youth (867) 934-2046 or (867) 975-5500 or 1 (866) 934-2035 should an archaeological 
site or specimen, or a palaeontological site or fossil be encountered or disturbed by any 
land use activity.  


  
4) The permittee shall immediately cease any activity that disturbs an archaeological or 


palaeontological site encountered during the course of a land use operation, until 
permitted to proceed with the authorization of the Department of Culture, Language, 
Elders and Youth, Government of Nunavut.  


  
5) The permittee shall follow the direction of the Department of Culture, Language, Elders 


and Youth and DIAND in restoring disturbed archaeological or palaeontological sites to 
an acceptable condition.  


  
6) The permittee shall provide all information requested by the Department of Culture, 


Language, Elders and Youth concerning all archaeological sites or artifacts and all 
palaeontological sites and fossils encountered in the course of any land use activity.  
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7) The permittee shall make best efforts to ensure that all persons working under authority of 
the permit are aware of these conditions concerning archaeological sites and artifacts, and 
palaeontological sites and fossils.  


  
8) The permittee shall avoid the known archaeological and/or palaeontological sites listed in 


Attachment 1.  
  
9) The permittee shall have an archaeologist or palaeontologist perform the following 


functions, as required by the Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth:  
  


a. survey  
b. inventory and documentation of the archaeological or palaeontological resources of 


the land use area  
c. assessment of potential for damage to archaeological or palaeontological sites  
d. mitigation  
e. marking boundaries of archaeological or palaeontological sites  
f. site restoration  


 
The Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth shall authorize by way of a Nunavut 
Archaeologist Permit or a Nunavut Palaeontologist Permit, all procedures subsumed under the 
above operations. 





		Monitoring and Reporting Requirements

		BACKGROUND:  Archaeology

		BACKGROUND:  Palaeontology

		Definitions

		Terms and Conditions










 


                                   SUITE 901, 1015   4TH STREET SW, CALGARY, CANADA  T2R 1J4  TEL [403] 265-2846  FAX [403] 232-1421 
 


        February 25, 2010 
 
Phyllis Beaulieu 
Nunavut Water Board 
P.O. Box 119  
Gjoa Haven 
Nunavut, X0B 0J0 
 
 
Re:    Application to Amend License 2BB-MEL0914 for an Extension of the 


Underground Exploration and Bulk Sample Program – Meliadine Gold Project 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Beaulieu, 
 
 Attached to this letter is an application by Comaplex Minerals Corp. for an 
extension to the previously permitted underground exploration and bulk sample program 
on the Tiriganiaq deposit on the Meliadine property.  The property is located 25 
kilometers north-northwest of Rankin Inlet.  The proposed program is scheduled to begin 
with heavy equipment and supplies being forwarded to Rankin Inlet in the summer of 
2010 and work at site beginning in early 2011, continuing through to mid 2013, providing 
there are no complications.   
 
 An underground exploration and bulk sampling program was successfully 
completed on the Tiriganiaq gold deposit on the Meliadine property in 2007-2008.  The 
program accessed and bulk sampled the upper portions of the deposit (within 120 
meters of surface).  Diamond drilling in the last two years (after the first underground 
program) has delineated a number of very high grade gold bearing units at depth in a 
part of the Tiriganiaq deposit called the Western Deeps (depths of 200-400 meters 
below surface).  This gold mineralization is critical to the potential of the Meliadine 
property to develop into an economic mine.  Extension of the present decline down to 
the Western Deeps is required to confirm the surface drill results through underground 
drilling and bulk sampling. 


  
 The proposed underground exploration program extension has been designed to 
maximize use of the existing site infrastructure at Meliadine and to minimize the 
environmental impact.  The same portal access to the decline will be used, the same 
primary containment area will be used, the same drainage basin affected (only one), the 
rock being extracted is largely identical to that previously accessed, and the same camp 
and site facilities will be used.  The existing water license should suffice for the proposed 
work.  The presently permitted Meliadine West camp will be used to house all workers.   
 
 







          
  


                                   
 
                                   SUITE 901, 1015   4TH STREET SW, CALGARY, CANADA  T2R 1J4  TEL [403] 265-2846  FAX [403] 232-1421 


The water requirements for the proposed underground program itself will be 
restricted to water for the brine re-circulation system, which is used for underground dust 
suppression during blast drilling and for diamond drilling.  We have estimated 24 cubic 
meters per day for the underground work.  Consumption for the entire project, including 
the underground exploration work, the camp, and the surface and underground diamond 
drilling will be less than 290 cubic meter per day amendment recently applied for.   


 
We have attached the NWB forms and questionnaires and the entire underground 


application document for your review.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact either myself or John Witteman at (403-265-2846) at any time.  Thank you. 


 
 
 


Yours truly, 
 
 
 
       Mark Balog 
       Comaplex Minerals Corp.  
 
 
 
Cc:   Luis Manzo, Kivalliq Inuit Association 
 Nunavut Planning Commission 
 Nunavut Impact Review Board  
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SECTION 1: 
 
GENERAL 
 


1. Applicant Comaplex Minerals Corp.  No change 
   901, 1015 4th St. SW 
   Calgary,  AB  T2R 1J4    


          
   Attn.: Mark Balog, Chief Operating Officer 
 
                            403 265 2486   403 232 1421 


(Telephone number)     (Fax) 
 


     mbalog@comaplex.com 
(E-Mail) 


 
Corporate Address (If different from above) 


 
As above 


     (Corporate Office Address) 
    


_________________  _________________ 
(Telephone number)  (Fax) 


 
____________________________________________________ 
(E-Mail) 


 
 Project Name   Meliadine Gold Project     Changed 


 
 Location   Meliadine Lake, Kivalliq, Nunavut   No change 
 
 Closest Community Rankin Inlet; Chesterfield Inlet  No change 
 
 Latitude/Longitude Lat 63 01 30 N – Long 92 10 20 W  No change 
 


Show the location of the project on a general location map.   Figure 1, Map 1.  No change 
 
2. Environmental Manager   John Witteman   403 750 2570  Changed 
           (Name)        (Telephone No.) 
  
 or  Project Manager     Mark Balog, Chief Operating Officer No change  
        (Title) 
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3. Indicate the status of the exploration activity on the date of application.  
  (Check the appropriate space.)  No change 


 
Design                _______________ 
Under construction  _______________ 
In operation   Diamond drilling expected to start in April 2009 
Suspended   _______________ 
Care and Maintenance Current Status – Fuel and supplies delivery, camp 


maintenance 
Abandoned   _______________ 


 
4. If a change in the status of the exploration activity is expected, indicate the nature and 


anticipated date of such change.  No change 
  
 The underground exploration bulk sample program is complete (Annual Report – 2008).  


We are currently reviewing the results and plan to progress the Meliadine project to a 
full feasibility study.  During this time, diamond drilling will continue to upgrade the 
quality of the mineral resources and to explore for new resources.  Additional 
underground work is not contemplated at this time. 


 
5. Indicate the present (or purposed) schedule for the exploration activity.  No change 
 
 Hours per week  168 hrs / drill for diamond drilling 
 Days per week   7 for drilling 
 Weeks per year  25 weeks for diamond drilling 


Number of employees 25 – 50 persons on site  
Number of Inuit employees 18 in 2008; please see section 1 of 2008 Annual Report  


 
6. Estimate the term (life) of the exploration activity. Changed 
  
 Diamond Drilling to continue annually for term of license.    
 
7. How will the project effect the traditional uses on Inuit Owned Lands?  No change 
 Meliadine Lake is a popular destination for local hunters and fishers.  Several cabins are 


present in the camp area.  Comaplex is not aware of any issues with the local enjoyment 
of the Meliadine Lake area.  Comaplex has assisted in several search and rescue 
operations in the area (3 in 2008) and so has enhanced the general safety for local land 
users.   


 
8. Have the Elders been consulted on effects to the traditional use on Inuit Owned Land?  If so, 


list them.  If not, why not?   No change 
 Committee of local elders supervised traditional and local knowledge study as well as 


study of heritage sites in exploration area (see list in the attached document).  Rankin 
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Inlet CLARC updated on the project and proposed plans on March 26, 2008.  Veteran 
Rankin Inlet miners/elders visited the site in 2008, both on surface and underground.  


 
 
9. Has the proponent consulted Inuit Organizations in the area?  If so, list them.  No change 


Yes, please see chronology of community consultations in the 1995 – 2008 period 
summarized in the 2008 Annual Report (submitted March 2009, CD).   


 
10. Has the proponent consulted surrounding communities on traditional water use areas?  If so, 


list them.  If not, why not?  No change  
 This is a subject of ongoing discussion and consultation during community meetings. 


Also, this subject was covered in the Traditional Knowledge Study. 
 
11. Attach a detailed map drawn to scale showing the relative locations (or proposed locations) of 


the exploration activity, Sewage and solid waste facilities, and containment areas. The plan 
should include the water intake and pumphouse, fuel and chemical storage facilities. Ore and 
waste rock storage piles, piping distribution systems, and transportation access routes around 
the site. The map also should include elevation contours, water bodies and an indication of 
drainage patterns for the area.   No change 


 
 Please see Figures 1, 2, 3 – Map 1.  Also see Figures in Annual Report – 2008 on CD 
 
12.       If applicable, provide a brief history of property development which took place before 


the present company gained control of the site. Include shafts, audits, mills (give rated capacity, 
etc.) waste dumps, chemical storage areas, tailings disposal areas and effluent discharge 
locations. Make references to the detailed map.   Changed 
 
Exploration history of this project is reviewed below: 
The first diamond drilling on the property was conducted by Rankin Inlet Nickel 
Syndicate in the early 1970’s where one of their drill holes displayed interesting gold 
values.  The property was dormant until Comaplex and its partners staked the property 
during 1987 and 1988.  The existing camp is the second camp built on Meliadine Lake 
(see Figure 3).  The first camp has been completely cleaned up with appropriate closure 
plans submitted and accepted.  A summary of diamond drilling conducted by Comaplex 
and its partners follows:  


 
Summary of Previous Exploration Drilling 


 
 Meliadine West Project Tiriganiaq deposit F-Zone 


Year Holes Metres 
Drilled 


Holes Metres 
Drilled 


Holes Metres 
Drilled 


Pre-1995 112 10 058 1 80 42 3529 


1995 33 7 161 11 2 203 
2 352 
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1996 78 18 192 41 10 550 
15 3067 


1997 124 32 775 54 16 467 
19 5003 


1998 166 40 652 66 14 731 
25 5848 


1999 128 20 740 123 20 123 
5 616 


2000 49 10 753 31 6 360 
No Drilling 


2001 No Drilling No Drilling 
No Drilling 


2002 No Drilling No Drilling 
No Drilling 


2003 19 5 420 19 5 420 
No Drilling 


2004 25 9 297 21 8 570 
No Drilling 


2005 48 15851 21 12455 No Drilling 


2006 75 18043 62 16124 No Drilling 


2007 85 21528 85 21528 No Drilling 


2008 79 23537 56 21200 19 2014 


2009 109 23,600 35 16,732 33 2,712 


Total 1,018 247,549 626 172,543 162 23,141 


 
 
 
13. Give a short description of the proposed or current freshwater intake facility, the type and 


operating capacity of the pumps used, and the intake screen size.  No change 
 


  Comaplex operated two water supply pumps (Figure 3), one on Meliadine Lake 
servicing the camp site (site MEL 1, see also Figure 2) and one on Pump Lake that 
provides water for activities in the vicinity of the portal for the underground exploration 
program (site MEL 2).   
  The pump at MEL-1 (Figure 2) is electric and operates off the main camp power 
supply.  An insulated pipe carries water to four storage tanks with a combined capacity of 
about 5 cubic meters.  Water is distributed through the kitchen and dry facility via a 
pressurized system of plastic piping.  The waste water streams from the kitchen, dry and 
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wash cars will be directed to the Biodisk treatment system before exiting to an upgraded 
sump and wetland.  This system should be operational in the summer of 2009. 
 The pump at MEL-2 is gasoline powered and connected to the portal area with a flexible 
hose system.   During the Bulk Sample Program, tanks at the portal facility were 
periodically filled using this pump.  The pump at MEL-2 can also serve diamond drills 
during the spring when the smaller ponds are frozen.  During summer months, it is more 
convenient to use the smaller ponds as a water source for the diamond drills. 


14. At the rate of intended water usage for the exploration activity, explain water balance inputs 
and outputs in terms of estimated maximum draw down and recharge capability of the water 
source from fresh water will be drawn. Changed 


 
  The Meliadine Lake watershed covers 586 sq. km. Water for camp and diamond 


drill use will total less than 290 cubic meters per day as per 2BB-MEL0914. Water will be 
drawn from Meliadine Lake and ponds adjacent to the drill area (Figure 3).  RL&L 
Limited (now Golder Associates Ltd.) estimated the Meliadine Lake watershed to contain 
63.66 million cubic meters of water below a 2 meter ice cover.  


 
Pump Lake (MEL-2) discharges on average ≤86 m3/day during the open water period. 
Conservatively, greater than 95 percent of the water used for drilling is returned to the 
drainage basin; very little water is lost.  Flow from Pump Lake will not significantly 
change due to diamond drilling within the drainage basin. 
  


15. Will any work be done that penetrates regions of permafrost?  No change 
 
 The entire underground exploration program took place within permafrost which 


extends to at least 400 meters below surface. Most (>90%) of the surface diamond drilling 
is within permafrost.  Diamond drill holes penetrating deeper than 400 vertical meters 
sometimes encounter unfrozen rock.  These drill holes freeze immediately upon 
completion of the drill hole and extraction of the drill equipment.  Artesian conditions 
have not been encountered after more than 700 completed drill holes on the property. 


 
16. If “YES” above, is the permafrost continuous or discontinuous?   No change 
 Continuous above approximately 400 meters vertical depth. 
 
17. Were (or will) any old workings or water bodies (be) dewatered in order to conduct the 


exploration activity?   Changed 
 


No encroachment on any water body is required for explorations activities.  Some of the 
shallow ponds adjacent to the development area may be drilled through during early 
spring drilling when the ponds are frozen solid.  License 2BB-MEL00914 lists terms and 
conditions for such activities.   


 
18. If “YES” above, indicate the name of the water body, the total volume of water to be  


 discharged and the chemical characteristics of the water. No change 
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None planned at this time   


 Water body (if unnamed give Latitude/Longitude)_______________   
 Total volume ________ cubic metres 
 Receiving Watercourse ___________________________________ 
 Dewatering flow rate into above ___________ cubic metres / sec 
   
 Chemical characteristics of discharge: 
   
  T/Pb       _______mg/L    Total Ammonia               __________ mg/L 
  T/Cu       _______mg/L    Suspended solids            __________ mg/L 
  T/Al     _______mg/L   Specific conductivity  _______ uhmo/cm 
  T/HCN   _______mg/L   pH    _______ 
  T/Hg    _______mg/L 
  T/Zn    _______mg/L 
  T/Cd    _______mg/L 
  T/As    _______mg/L 
  T/Ni                      mg/L 
  T/Mn                     mg/L 
 
19. Was (or will) the above discharge (be) treated chemically? 
 
20. If “YES” above, describe the applied treatment. 
 
21. Briefly describe what will be done with the camp sewage.  Changed 
 Comaplex will be completely upgrading its waste water treatment system at the camp.  
The changes have been documented in correspondence with the Nunavut Water Board (see 2008 
Annual Report).  The changes incorporate a wash car with flush toilets, a biodisk water 
treatment plant designed to meet the effluent criteria listed in 2BB-MEL0914, and an upgraded 
sump that accommodates the flow from the biodisk treatment plant (see summary on Figure 2). 
 
SECTION 2 : 
 
GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY 
 
22. Briefly describe the physical nature of the mineralization, including known dimensions and  


   approximate shape.  No change 
 


 The underground exploration program and bulk sample at the Tiriganiaq Gold Deposit 
(Figure 3) has confirmed important aspects of the concentration and continuity of gold 
within two parallel zones in the Tiriganiaq gold deposit. The gold deposit occupies part of 
a tabular zone interpreted from diamond drilling to be approximately 1.5 km long and 
dipping north at about 60°.  Gold bearing rocks have been intersected at more than 400 
meters vertical depth.  (Please see public document Bulk Sample Report on CD.)  
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The F Zone (Figure 1) deposit dips north with a strike length of approximately 1.5 
kilometers.  It is located 3.5 km SE of the Tiriganiaq Deposit (Figure 1) 


 
23. Briefly describe the host rock in the general vicinity of the mineralization (from the surface to 


the mineralized zone.)  No change 
 
The host rock for the Tiriganiaq mineralization is predominantly sediments (iron 
formation and greywacke) with some mineralization hosted by volcanic rocks.  The ARD 
and metal leachate properties of the rocks are covered in the Waste Rock and Ore 
Storage Management Plan (August 2007, CD) that will be updated with new information 
by April 15, 2009. 
 
F Zone mineralization is hosted in iron formation and carbonate rich (neutralizing) mafic 
volcanic rocks. 
 


24. Provide a geological description of the mineralized zone. (If possible, include the percentage of 
metals.)  No change 


             
 The mineralized gold-bearing areas of the Tiriganiaq Gold Deposit consist of multiple, 


parallel, north-dipping zones that average about 3 meters in width.  They consist of 
quartz veins with mostly free gold accompanied by 2-5% pyrrhotite and arsenopyrite.  
The zones are concentrated within an area that measures about 50 meters wide by about 
1.5 kilometers long. 


 
 The F Zone deposit mineralization is concentrated in a sulphide-poor iron formation 


hosted in mafic volcanic rocks.  The zone has a strike of 110 degrees with cross-cutting 
faults controlling zone of gold mineralization.  Total sulphide content is typically less 
than 10% and consists of pyrrhotite and arsenopyrite. 


 
25. Describe the geochemical tests which have been (or will be) performed on the ore, host rock, 


and waste rock to determine their relative acid generation and contaminant leaching potential. 
Outline methods used (or to be used) and provide test results in an attached report (ie.  static 
tests, kinetic tests.)  No change 


 
The ARD and metal leachate properties of the rocks are covered in the Waste Rock and 
Ore Storage Management Plan (August 2007, CD) that will be updated with new 
information by April 15, 2009.  Information to date suggests the rocks are not acid 
generating but leach some metals.  To date, all testing has been static testing.  Kinetic 
testing will be initiated as the project moves towards feasibility.  A program of static 
testing at the F Zone will be initiated this year. 


 
26. Estimate the percentage of sulphide in the mineralization:  No change 
 
 pyrite    ______________________ 
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 pyrrhotite   _________2____________ 
 pyrite / pyrrhotite mixture ______________________ 
 arsenopyrite   ________  5_- 15___________ 
   
 
SECTION 3: 
 
THE CONTAINMENT AREAS 
 
42.    What is the (Proposed) method of disposal of the mine water, mill or process plant tailings  
        (ie. sump, subaqueous, surface tailings pond, settling pond) ?  No change 


No tailings have been produced. 
 
Comaplex will monitor water draining off the surface stockpiles and waste rock pads at the 
locations shown on Figure 3 and Figure 4.  Data collected at these points is detailed in the 
2008 Annual Report and in the monthly reports also submitted to the NWB (included on 
the data CD).  As expected, some nitrogen compound (ammonia) and metal concentration 
issues are present in waters in the primary containment pond.  These issues are expected to 
abate with time.  We will continue to regularly monitor and report results to the NWB as 
per the present schedule.  No impact to the receiving environment (Pump Lake – Figure 3) 
has been observed. 
 


43. Attach detailed scale plan drawings of the proposed (or present) containment area. The 
drawings must include the following: Changed 


   
(Detailed plans are included in the revised Waste Rock and Ore Storage Plan September 
30, 2009 )   
 


a) details of pond size and elevation; 
b) details of all retaining structures (length, width, height, materials  


of  construction, etc.); 
 c) details of the drainage basin; 


d) details of all decant, siphon mechanisms etc., including water treatment 
plant facilities; 


e) details with regard to the direction and route followed by the flow of 
wastes and / or waste water from the area; and 


 f) indicate of the distance to nearby major watercourses. 
 
44. Justify your choice of location for the containment area design by rationalizing rejection of 


other options. Consider the following criteria in your comparisons: subsurface strata 
permeability, abandonment, recycling/reclaiming waters, and assessment of runoff into basins. 
Attach a brief summation. Changed Authorized by license 2BB-MEL00914   
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45. The average depth of the existing or proposed containment area is dependent on the volume of 
water encountered metres. No change N/A   


 
46. Indicate the total capacity for the existing or proposed containment area by using water  


    balance and stage volume calculations and curves. (Attach a description of inputs and           
   outputs along with volume calculations.)  No change see Appendix A – Letter submission to 
Nunavut Water Board – submitted December 14, 2007 in support of containment area 
selection and design.  The containment area operated as expected in the letter report in 
Appendix A.  It was not necessary to discharge waters to the watershed.  Over the summer, 
waters within the containment area were lost to evaporation and infiltration.  Comaplex will 
closely monitor the containment area during the 2009 spring season and submit water 
samples for analysis early in the event that discharge is necessary. 


  
47. Has any evaporation and/or precipitation data been collected at the site ? ________ if so, please 


include the data. No change  see Appendix A – Letter submission to Nunavut Water 
Board 
 


48. Will the present or proposed containment area contain the entire production from the mill or 
processing plant complex for the life of the project ? No change  N/A 


 
49. Will the proposed tailings deposition area engulf or otherwise disturb any existing 


 watercourse? No change  N/A 
 
50. If “Yes”, attach all pertinent details (Name of watercourse, present average flow,  direction of 


flow, proposed diversions, etc.) 
 


51. Describe the proposed or present operation, maintenance and monitoring of the containment 
area. Changed N/A; see explanation (#42), monthly monitoring as mandated by license 
2BB-MEL0914. 


 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 4: 
 
WATER TREATMENT 
 
52. If applicable, will the minewater, mill or process plant water be chemically treated before being 


discharged to the containment area? If so, explain the treatment process (Attach flow sheet if 
available.   No change No treatment; ponds downstream of containment act as polishing 
or settling ponds. 
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53. Will (treated) effluent be discharged directly to a natural water body or will polishing or 


settling ponds be employed? Describe location, control structures, and process of water   
retention and transfer. Attach any relevant design drawings.   No change See above 


 
54.  Name the first major watercourse the discharge flow enters after it leaves the area of  company  
      operations.  No change  Pump Lake (see Figure 3) 
 
SECTION 5: 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING PROGRAM 
 
55. Has Traditional Knowledge in the area been considered?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 
 No change 


A traditional and local knowledge study was completed under the supervision of a 
committee of local elders. It determined that the project area was largely an area of 
passage in historic times rather than an area of active traditional land use. 


 
56. Has any baseline data been collected for the main water bodies in the area prior to 


development?  No change 
 


Baseline water conditions are described in the reports enumerated below: 
 
NEW REPORTS RECEIVED 2008  
Please see data on CD in Folder New Golder Reports. 
 
Golder Associates November 2008a: Final Report: Meliadine West Gold Project: Water Quality Baseline Studies 2008 
 
Golder Associates November 2008b: Final Report: Meliadine Project: Hydrology Baseline Studies 2008 
 
PREVIOUS BASELINE DATA REPORTS (reported for license submission 2BB-MEL0709) 
 
1998. AGRA  Earth and Environmental. WMC International Limited Meliadine West Gold Project water balance study ; 


1997 data report. Appendices appear in a second volume with same title. 
 
1999. AGRA  Earth and Environmental. WMC International Limited Meliadine West Gold  Project water balance study ; 


1998 data report. Appendices appear in a second volume with same title. 
 
1999. AGRA  Earth and Environmental. WMC International Limited Meliadine West Gold Project water balance study ; 


1999 data report. Appendices appear in a second volume with same title. 
 
2001.  AMEC Earth & Environmental Limited.  WMC International Ltd. Meliadine West Gold Project Water Balance 


Study 2000 Data Report. 
 
57. If “Yes”, include all data gathered on the physical, biotic and chemical characteristics at each 


sampling location. Identify sampling locations on a map.  No change (see New Golder 
Reports – CD) 
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58. Provide an inventory of hazardous materials on the property and storage locations.  No 
change 


 
 Diesel Fuel (Double walled Envirotanks – 3 in camp, 11 at bulk fuel facility – Figure 3)
 700,000 litres of diesel fuel  
 Jet A Helicopter Fuel (Double- walled Envirotanks – 3 at location shown on Figure 3) 
 150,000 litres  
 We have no plans to deploy fuel bladders in 2009 but may do so once fuel retention berm  
 is commissioned. 
59. Provide a conceptual abandonment and restoration plan for the site, detailing the costs to carry 


out the plan, and a proposal for a financial assurance which covers the costs to carry out the 
plan.  Changed 


 
An updated Abandonment and Restoration Plan was forwarded to the NWB on 
September 30, 2009 


 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 6: 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING  
 
60. Has this project ever undergone an initial environmental review?  If yes, by whom and when. 
 No change 


See NWB File 2BB-MEL0709, NIRB file 07EN044  
 
61. Has any baseline data collection and evaluation been undertaken with respect to the various 


biophysical components of the environment potentially affected by the project (eg. Wildlife, 
soils, air quality), ie. In addition to water treated information requested in this questionnaire ? 


    
 No change 


Yes ___X______   No ________   Unknown _________ 
 
62. If “Yes” please attach copies of reports or cite titles, authors and dates. 
 


NEW REPORTS RECEIVED 2008  
Please see data on CD in Folder New Golder Reports. 


 
Golder Associates November 2008b: Final Report: Meliadine Project: Hydrology Baseline Studies 


2008 
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Golder Associates November 2008c: Meliadine West Gold Project: Fisheries Baseline Studies 2008 
 
Golder Associates December 2008a: Meliadine West Gold Project:  Wildlife Baseline Studies 2008 
 
Golder Associates November 2008d: Final Report: Archaeological Impact Assessment of the 


Comaplex Meliadine West Gold Project, Rankin Inlet Nunavut 
 
Outcrop 2008: 2008 vegetation baseline studies: Comaplex Minerals Corp Meliadine West Project 


(outstanding report expected soon, not included on data CD) 
 
Reports submitted with License 2BB-MEL0709 
Fish Populations and Water Quality 
1994. Dillon Consultants. Meliadine Project - baseline surface water and lake sampling. 


 
1996. Hubert and Assoc. Ltd. Preliminary water quality and fish habitat investigations at the Meliadine West Gold Project. 


 
1998. R L & L Ltd. Annotated bibliography on Arctic biota; Meliadine West baseline Aquatic Studies. 
 
1998. R L & L Ltd. Meliadine West baseline aquatic studies; 1997 data report. 
 
1999. R L & L Ltd. Meliadine West baseline aquatic studies; 1998 data report. 
 
2000. R L & L Ltd. Meliadine West baseline aquatic studies; 1999 data report. 
 
2001. R.L.&L. Environmental Services Ltd. Meliadine West Baseline Aquatic Studies 2000 Data Report. 
 
2004. Golder Associates Ltd. Fish habitat assessment at a proposed road crossing near Meliadine West exploration camp. 
 
Hydrology 
1998. AGRA  Earth and Environmental. WMC International Limited Meliadine West Gold Project water balance study ; 


1997 data report. Appendices appear in a second volume with same title. 
 
1999. AGRA  Earth and Environmental. WMC International Limited Meliadine West Gold  Project water balance study ; 


1998 data report. Appendices appear in a second volume with same title. 
 
1999. AGRA  Earth and Environmental. WMC International Limited Meliadine West Gold Project water balance study ; 


1999 data report. Appendices appear in a second volume with same title. 
 
2001.  AMEC Earth & Environmental Limited.  WMC International Ltd. Meliadine West Gold Project Water Balance 


Study 2000 Data Report. 
 
Wildlife 
1999. Jalkotzy, M.G. (Arc Wildlife Services Ltd.)The potential effects of development on wildlife: a selected annotated 


bibliography. 
 
1999. Jalkotzy, M. G. (Arc Wildlife Services Ltd.) Baseline Studies of wildlife populations in the Meliadine River Basin, 


Nunavut; May - December 1998. 
 
2000. Jalkotzy, M. G. (Arc Wildlife Services Ltd.) Baseline Studies of wildlife populations in the Meliadine River Basin, 


Nunavut; May - December 1999. 
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2000. Jalkotzy, M.G. (Arc Wildlife Services Ltd.) Baseline Studies of Wildlife Populations in the Meliadine River Basin, 
Nunavut: 2000. 


 
Vegetation 
1999. Burt, Page M. (Outcrop) 1998 vegetation baseline studies; WMC International Limited Meliadine West Project. 
 
Archaeology 
1998. Hart, Elisa. Report of the Meliadine West Gold Project archaeological survey and impact assessment. 
 
Demography 
1997. The Nexus Group. Labour force profile; Kivalliq Region. 
 
Traditional Knowledge 
1999. Nanuk Enterprises Ltd. Traditional ecological knowledge study; WMC International Limited Meliadine West Gold 
 Project. 
 
 
63. If no, are such studies being planned? No change  Studies Are Ongoing   
 
 Briefly describe the proposals. 


 Comaplex has planned a strategy meeting with Golder Associates for late March of 2009 
to plan ongoing studies to complement studies already completed.  The goal is to establish 
a body of data consistent with that needed to carry the project through a development 
proposal.  Golder Associates has wide ranging experience in this area and all aspects of 
the existing dataset will be scrutinized.  


 
64.      Has authorization been obtained or sought from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans for  
          dewatering or using any waterbodies for containment of waste?  No change 
 
 No such action is contemplated within the context of the proposed exploration program. 
 
65. Has a socio-economic impact assessment or evaluation of this project been undertaken?  (This 


would include a review of any public concerns, land, water and cultural uses of the area, 
implications of land claims, compensation, local employment opportunities, etc.) No change  


 
 Yes _________  No ___X______  Unknown _________ 
 
66. If “Yes” please describe the proposal briefly. 
 
67. If “No” is such a study being planned? Yes, in the future No _______ No change 
 


 A comprehensive social and economic assessment of the communities affected by a mine 
development would be completed in the context of a positive feasibility study and 
proposal to develop and operate a gold mine on the Meliadine West property.   


 
68. Describe any cumulative impacts the project may create? Changed 
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 IDENTIFICATION OF CUMULATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
No sustained industrial or commercial activity has been conducted on the Meliadine 
River drainage in the past; therefore, no environmental effects of past activities are 
evident. Some of the effects of diamond drilling conducted during the course of the 
historic exploration program can be observed on the aerial photographs. These drill sites 
will be re-vegetated over time and so fade as observable effects of surface mineral 
exploration over the next 5 - 10 years. 


 
A comprehensive environmental assessment and environmental monitoring plan will 
accompany a project application in the event that commercial feasibility is demonstrated. 
It will have the benefit of completed environmental baseline studies and so be able to 
address the subject of cumulative effects in a comprehensive and systematic manner. 
 
The underground exploration program confirmed important aspects of the continuity 
and concentration of gold within the Tiriganiaq zone at Meliadine West and is a 
significant milestone in determining the overall technical and commercial feasibility of a 
gold mine on the property. An active gold mine would require related infrastructure and 
services that will be incremental to existing current facilities including: 


• a multi-million litre fuel oil tank farm at Rankin Inlet; 
• an all season road from Rankin Inlet to Meliadine West; 
• an active mine and mill operation at Meliadine West; 
• secure and permanent mine waste storage. 


 
If a comprehensive feasibility study shows that a gold mine at Meliadine West can be 
technically and commercially feasible the potential environmental effects of these facilities 
and related activities will be reviewed as required by the NLCA. 
 


69. Does the project alter the quantity or quality or flow of waters through Inuit Owned Lands? 
 No change 
   No. 
 
70. If yes, has the applicant entered into an agreement with the Designated Inuit Organization to 


pay compensation for any loss or damage that may be caused by the alteration. 
 
71. If no compensation arrangement has been made, how will compensation be determined? 
 No change 


If the future Feasibility Study on the project is positive, a comprehensive Inuit Impact 
and Benefit Agreement as contemplated by Article 26 of the NLCA will be negotiated in 
the context of an application for mine development and operations on Inuit Owned Land.  
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                                   SUITE 901, 1015   4TH STREET SW, CALGARY, CANADA  T2R 1J4  TEL [403] 265-2846  FAX [403] 232-1421 
 


21 January 2010 
 
Ms. Phyllis Beaulieu 
Manager of Licensing 
Nunavut Water Board 
P.O. Box 119 
Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0 
 
RE: Licence 2BB-MEL0914: Request for licence amendment: Increase allowable water use 


from 90 m3/day to 290 m3/day  
 
 
Dear Ms. Beaulieu; 
 
Comaplex Minerals is requesting an amendment to its water licence, 2BB-MEL0914, to increase 
the allowable quantity of water used per day from 90 m3 to 290 m3.   This request results from 
measuring direct and indirect water use at the camp and the drills.   
 
The preamble to our water licence states:  
 


“…the Licensee shall employ accurate means of measuring water from these and any 
other approved water sources including sources proximal to drill rigs.” 


 
And clause B-6 of our water licence states: 
 


The Licensee shall, within fourteen (14) days following issuance of the Licence, provide to 
the NWB and Inspector, details on how and when the Licensee will achieve compliance 
on outstanding issues raised in the August 13, 2008 Inspectors Direction. 


 
Comaplex wrote to the Board on 12 August 2009 in regards to this requirement.  On August 1st, 
the inspector was on site and the outstanding issue regarding the recording of water use was 
resolved.  At the time a water meter was already installed on the camp water supply and the 
inspector allowed Comaplex until August 21st to install water meters on the drills.  On August 
12th, meters were installed on the drills.  It was also agreed to record water use by the drills until 
October 1st or the end of the drilling season, whatever came first.  The average daily water use 
over the period of record would serve as an average going forward, especially during winter 
drilling when the recording of water use is not practical. 
 
Three drills operated during August and September and the recorded average daily water use 
was 53 m3/day/drill.   
 
With the licence renewal, water use was noted to include both direct and indirect use, 
something we did not anticipate.  The original application was based on direct use only.  As a 
result, Comaplex’s daily water use exceeded our allowable limit of 90 m3/day.  We are therefore 
requesting to increase our allowable water use to 290 m3/day.  This is sufficient to supply the 
camp and 5 drills simultaneously. 







          
  


                                   
 
                                   SUITE 901, 1015   4TH STREET SW, CALGARY, CANADA  T2R 1J4  TEL [403] 265-2846  FAX [403] 232-1421 


 
As you will note, this request has also been sent to the Nunavut Impact Review Board for 
screening with the understanding they will forward it to the Nunavut Planning Commission for a 
conformity check. 
 
Should you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate in calling me at 403 750 2570 or 
JWitteman@Comaplex.com. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
John Witteman 
 
Cc.  Kelly Gillard, Nunavut Impact Review Board 



mailto:JWitteman@Comaplex.com�
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Comaplex Minerals Corp. 
Water License Amendment 


Executive Summary 
 
 


Comaplex Minerals Corp. is applying for an amendment to its Water Licence, 2BB-
MEL0914, to increase the amount of water that it can use from 90 m3/day to 290 m3/day.  
The use of water in this amendment is for direct and indirect use.  This amount of water 
will be sufficient to supply the camp and run 5 drills simultaneously. 
 
 
 


`vmWo4{ ukD{ fxS̀En8 
g4yCs5 Mwn8j5 wm3j5 
grjx4ttpu ttc6 


 
`vmWo4{ ukD{ fxS̀En8_f5 g4yC3mb xy5pExDm2lA wm3j5 Mwnz, `Nnsto4 
@BB-MEL0914, wMQxDm2lA wm3u4 xgcb3iz wMQx3lAFxq[oQx3lA () 
m3Fs2lb`mu @()m3Fs2lb`m̀j5.  wm6 xg6bscb3ix6 wMzi xg6bsvstQcb3li 
x7m wMzA5 wMost/scb3li xyqk5.  bw`m4tQ wm6 `Nm1ix3m5 wiCizk5 
s/C4bEx5 x7m bomk5 w`fbk5 xbs5y4f5 wiCJc3li. 
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GJOA HAVEN, NU    X0B 1J0 NUNAVUT IMALIRIYIN KATIMAYINGI 
TEL: (867) 360-6338 NUNAVUT WATER BOARD 
FAX: (867) 360-6369 OFFICE DES EAUX DU NUNAVUT 


 
 
 


WATER LICENCE 
  APPLICATION FORM  


Application for: (check one) 


  New   Renewal   Amendment   Assignment   Cancellation 


LICENCE NO: 
(for NWB use only) 


1. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF 
APPLICANT/LICENSEE 


 
Comaplex Minerals Corp,  
Suite 901, 1015 - 4th Street,  
Calgary, AB   T2R1J4 
 
Phone: 403 265 2846 
Fax:     403 232 1421 
e-mail: JWitteman@comaplex.com 
 


2. ADDRESS OF CORPORATE OFFICE IN 
CANADA (if applicable) 


 
      
 
Phone:        
Fax:            
e-mail:        


3. LOCATION OF UNDERTAKING (describe and attach a topographical map, indicating the main 
components of the Undertaking) 


      
      
Latitude: (63°1’30” N) Longitude:  (92°10’20” W) 
NTS Map Sheet No. 55 N/1Scale: 1:50000 
 


4. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING (attach plans and drawings) 
      
Increase allowable water use from 90 m3/day to 290 m3/day 
 


5. TYPE OF PRIMARY UNDERTAKING (A supplementary questionnaire must be submitted with the 
application for undertakings listed in “bold”) 


 
 Industrial  Agricultural  
 Mining and Milling(includes exploration/drilling)  Conservation 
 Municipal (includes camps/lodges)  Recreational      
 Power  Miscellaneous (describe below): 


       
      
 


See Schedule II of Northwest Territories Waters Regulations for Description of Undertakings 
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6. WATER USE 
 


 To obtain water  Flood control 
 To cross a watercourse  To divert a watercourse 
 To modify the bed or bank of a watercourse  To alter the flow of , or store, water  


  
 Other (describe):       


 
7. QUANTITY OF WATER INVOLVED (cubic metres per day including both quantity to be used and 


quality to be returned to source) 
 


Water use  100m3/day or less 
  Greater than 100m3/day; if greater, indicate quantities to be used for each purpose (camp, 


drilling, etc.) To supply sufficient water for camp (25m3/day) and 5 drills (265 m3/day) . In 
total 290 m3/day is being requested 


 
Water returned to source 
 290 m3/day 


 
 


8. WASTE (for each type of waste describe: composition, quantity (cubic metres per day), methods of 
treatment and disposal, etc.)  
 


 Sewage  Waste oil   
 Solid Waste  Greywater 
 Hazardous  Sludges 
 Bulky Items/Scrap Metal  Other describe):drill water 265 m3/day 


 
9. OTHER PERSONS OR PROPERTIES AFFECTED BY THIS UNDERTAKING (give name, mailing 


address and location; attach if necessary)  
 
Luis Manzo, Director 
Kivalliq Inuit Association,  
P.O. Box 340,  
Rankin Inlet, Nunvaut, X0C0G0 
      
      
      


Land Use Permit 
DIAND  Yes  No     If no, date expected       
  
Regional Inuit Association  Yes  No     If no, date expected    
 
Commissioner  Yes  No     If no, date expected       


 
10. PREDICTED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF UNDERTAKING AND PROPOSED 


MITIGATION MEASURES (direct, indirect, cumulative impacts, etc.)      
      
      
      


NIRB Screening   Yes    No      If no, date expected February 1, 2010 
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11.  INUIT WATER RIGHTS 
 


Will the project or activity substantially affect the quality, quantity, or flow of water flowing through Inuit 
Owned Lands and the rights of Inuit under Article 20 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement? 
 
 No. 


 
If yes, has the applicant entered into an agreement with the Designated Inuit organization to pay 
compensation for any loss or damage that may be caused by the alteration.  If no compensation agreement 
has been made, how will compensation be determined?      
 


      
12. CONTRACTORS AND SUB-CONTRACTORS (name, address and functions) 
      
John Witteman 
Environmental Consultant 
601 - 2 Street 
Canmore, AB  
T1W2K2 
 
403 609 1222 
 


13. STUDIES UNDERTAKEN TO DATE (list and attach copies of studies, reports, research, etc.) 
 
None 
      
 


14. THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THE APPLICATION FOR THE 
REGULATORY PROCESS TO BEGIN 


 
Supplementary Questionnaire (where applicable: see section 5)  Yes  No  If no, date expected       
 
Inuktitut and/or Inuinnaqtun/English Summary of Project  Yes  No  If no, date expected       
 
Application fee of $30.00 (Payee Receiver General for Canada)  Yes  No  If no, date expected       
 
Water Use fee of $30.00 (unless otherwise indicated in Section 9 of the NWT Waters Regulations; Payee Receiver 
General for Canada) 
   Yes   No  If no, date expected sent annually 
 


15. PROPOSED TIME SCHEDULE (unless otherwise indicated, the NWB will consider the application for 
a five (5) year term) 


  one year or less    (or)  Multi Year 
 
  Start Date: April 1, 2010Completion Date: July 31, 2014 
 


 
 


John Witteman  Environmental 
Consultant 


         


Name (Print)  Title (Print)  Signature  Date 
 
 


For Nunavut Water Board office use only 
 
APPLICATION FEE Amount: $      Pay ID No.:        
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WATER USE DEPOSIT Amount: $      Pay ID No.:        
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March 10, 2010 
 
Comaplex Minerals Corp. 
Meliadine Gold Project 
Suite 901, 1015-4th Street SW 
Calgary, AB 
T2R 1J4 
 
Via email: mbalog@comaplex.com  
 
Re: Application Pending NPC Conformity for “Meliadine Gold Project” Preliminary 


Project Description 
 
Dear Mark Balog: 
 
The Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) received Comaplex Mineral Corp.’s 
(Comaplex) “Meliadine Gold Project” preliminary project description from Comaplex on March 
9, 2010.  The project proposal submission included the following documents: 
 


 Preliminary Project Description  
 NIRB Part 1 Summary Application Form in English 
 NIRB Part 1 Summary Application Form in Inuktitut 
 Maps 
 Non technical Project Proposal summary in English 
 Non technical Project Proposal summary in Inuktitut 


 
Your project appears to be located in an area which requires conformity to the Keewatin 
Regional Land Use Plan. Pursuant to Article 11 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 
(NLCA), the project proposal must be sent to the Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) for a 
conformity determination with this Plan. This can be done by contacting Brian Aglukark at the 
NPC via telephone at 867-857-2242 or via email to aglukark@nunavut.ca. 
 
Once a conformity determination is made, the NPC will forward its determination and 
recommendations to the NIRB. At that time the NIRB will carry out screening of the project 
proposal in accordance with Article 12 of the NLCA. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact an environmental administrator at the 
NIRB at info@nirb.ca. 
 
 
 



mailto:mbalog@comaplex.com

mailto:aglukark@nunavut.ca

mailto:info@nirb.ca





 


 


Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Kelli Gillard 
Technical Advisor 
Nunavut Impact Review Board 
 


cc: John Witteman, Comaplex Minerals Corp. 
Brian Aglukark, Nunavut Planning Commission 
Luis Manzo, Kivalliq Inuit Association 


  Phyllis Beaulieu, Nunavut Water Board 
  Spencer Dewar, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
  Doug Soloway, Transport Canada 
  Ysabel Brazal, Natural Resources Canada 
  Tommy Bruce, GN-Community and Government Services 
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Thanks Phyllis.  We will look into it.  Sorry to bother you.
 
mark
 

From: Phyllis Beaulieu [mailto:licensing@nunavutwaterboard.org] 
Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 9:35 AM
To: Mark Balog
Cc: info@nirb.ca; Conformity NPC ; Don Carr
Subject: Amendments for 2BB-MEL0914 Meliadine Project
 
Good morning Mark – it is a requirement of our office to be in receipt of NIRB screenings and NPC
conformities for the majority of projects.  In your case we have 3 outstanding amendments.  The
first one is for the increase in water quantity, second is for geotechnical drilling and the third one is
for bulk sampling.   NIRB and NPC have provided the attached documents which do not make
mention of your request to increase water from 90 to 290 m3/day or the geotechnical drilling.
 
Our office has distributed the first and second amendments and has only received positive
documentation on the bulk sampling request.  If you can provide me with the necessary
documents from both NIRB and NPC for the request to increase water quantity our office can go

forward with issuing the 1st amendment.
Regards,
 
Phyllis Beaulieu
Manager of Licensing
Nunavut Water Board
P.O. Box 119
Gjoa Haven, NU  X0B 1J0
Phone:  (867) 360-6338, Ext. 26
Fax:  (867) 360-6369
Email:  licensing@nunavutwaterboard.org
 


