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RE: Exploratocy Disuuond Dreilling/Esploration Camp for the Mdliadine Lake Projeet,

Dear Mr. Welborn:

This lefter i5 to advise (hat The Department of Fisheries and [Oceans, Fish Habitat
Maunagement (DUO-FHM) received the project proposal infornalidu and Water Liceno
Application  Form, submiited by the Nunavut Water Board, fo} possible cxplogatory
diaunond diilling and canp operations at Meliadine Lake, Nunaviit. The proposed {inn:
schicdule is Macch |, 2003 to [icbruary 28, 2004, DFO-THM’s psscssment takes tito
consideration primurily {ish and [ish habitat related concerns. [ hifve reviewed the plihs
for the proposed work.

Operations in or ncar water may result in the harmful alteration, difruption or destruction
of fish habitat, which s prohibited under Scction 35 of the Fisheriks Act. The following
mitigation measures, along with mitigation measures indicated iff the project propesal,
are intended (o prevent any potentially harmful impacts to fish and fish habitat.

e IF artesian 1low is encountered, drill holes should be plugged a
upon completion of the project.

d permanently sealed

e

e All disturbed areas should be stabilized and re-vegetuletl as required, upon
completion of work, and restored (o a pre-disturbed slate.

o No material should be Jeft on the ice when there is potential fol that material to cuter
the water (i.e. spting break-up).

e If the drilling arnd camp operations require waler i sullicient yolumwe that the source
wafcr body may be drawn down please submit details (volume required, size of water
body, [ish species cte.) to DFO-FRM for review, DIO-TTIM ddes not recominend (hye
use of slreams as a waler source.
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Fixtraction of water via intake from any water body is prohibited uhder Scction 30 of e
Fisherics Act unless the entrance of the intake is properly scfecned (o prevent the

enteaitmnent of (ish. Refer o the Preshwater Intake End-of-Pipe

ioish Screen Guideline

(DO 1995), available upon request. No harm will cotne to fish during water yejuovdl as

lony as the following wiligation measures are pursued,

» Husure thal (he holes inthe sereen are small enough that no (ish of any size can pass

through the screen and into the intake.

Make certain (hat the (ish guard or screen is properly maintained ina good and

efficient slate of repait, and do not permit its removal except for rencwal or repair.

During the lime in which a rencwal or repair is being conducted, he entrauce of the

water jntake must be closed in order to prevent the passage of fi

Sediment and erosion control measures should be imple

hinto the infake,

Depositing deleterious substances into fish bearing waters is proljibited as stated uneer
Subscction 36(3) of the Fisheries Act. The following are additiond]l measures to mitigile
habitat disturbance or loss as well as the deposition of delelerious spibstances.

vented  prior to, dnd

maintained during the work Lo prevent sediment entry inlo thq water duting a spring

thaw,

Drill cuttings should be disposed of in a sump such that they
body. The use of biodegrudable, salt free drill additives is

o not enter any water
Encowaged over non-

biodegradable types. However, as suggested in your propus:th e preferred metiod

of ddill cullings disposal is at an approved dumpsite.
Ensure that used drill water is properly treated before it
surrounding landscape”, Avoid releasiog the teealed water inl

significant erosion can oceur,

All wastes, drill cutlings, sewage containments and fuel cac

is drained “into the
b unstable areas where

18 must be Jocated a

Canada

minimuin of thirty (30) metres from the normal high water mink of any water body.
Impermcable spill mats or plastic sheets as well as cfficient containment berms
should be incorporated into these caches to ensure that contaminuns do not cnfer
water bodics.

All activilics, mcluding maintenance procedures and vehicular refuclling, should be
controlled to prevent the entry of petroleum products, sedinjent, debris, rubble, or
other delelerious substances into the water. Impermeable spill mats, drip pans ot
other measures o prevent ground or ice contamination shoyld also be used when
refuelling cquipment on site. Ensure that refuclling activitics| are condueted al Jeast
thirty (30) metres away [tom the normal high water mark ol any waler body.

1 any fuel is to be brought 1o the campsile, have availablg an extra fue] stornge
conlainer equal to or bigger thun the size of the largest fuel co Lluilmr. 'I'his contamer
can be used to replace any existing container showing signs pl leakage. Chieck for
conlainer leaks on a daily basis and prepare any visible leakk immcediately. inswe
that spill kils are readily available at alf times.
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= Al spills of oil, fucl, or other deleterious waterial should be deported immediaicly (o
the 24-Hour Spill Line at (867) 920-8130,

if the proposed work is carried oul as described in the plans provided (0 DFO-1IM and if
the additional miligalion measures specified above are implemenfed, he proposed wurk
will not be considered as contravening Subsection 35(1) of the Fisperies Act which reads:

"No person shall carry on any work or undertaking the
harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitd.

resdts e e

L

Therelore, an authorization under Subsection 35(2) of e fisferies Acr will not be
necessary. 1f a hanmnful aleration, disruption or destruction ol fish habitat amVor e
deposition of delelerious substances into fish bearing waters decurs as a result of a
change in the plans for the proposed works or failure to implement the addiiional
mitigation measures specified above, prosecution under Subsection 35(1) aofor
Subsection 36(3) ol the Fisheries Act may be initiated.

Please note that this letler of advice will apply for the period of the cunent lease. IF you
have any questions concerning the mitigation tmeasures or should fhere be any chanpes {o
the proposed work, please contact ine at (867) 979-8011 or by {ax &t (867) 979-8039.

(o)

JeIf Wilson
Habitat Managemeat Coordinator
Department of Fisheries and Occans — Eastern Arctic Arca

c.c. Gladys Joudrey, NIRB, fax (867) 983-2574
Phyllis Beaulica, NWDB (NWB2MTEL0103), Fax (867) 3606369
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