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Re:  Revised Abandonment & Restoration Plan - Meliadine West Gold Project – 
Comaplex Minerals Corp.  
 
On behalf of Environment Canada (EC), I have reviewed the information submitted with 
the above-mentioned application. The following specialist advice has been provided 
pursuant to Environment Canada’s mandated responsibilities for the enforcement of the 
Canadian Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, the Migratory 
Birds Convention Act, and the Species at Risk Act.  
 
Waste Management: 
Sections 3.1 Structures and 3.5 Non-combustible Waste both refer to the burning of 
unsalvageable material.  It is states that “unsalvaged combustible materials will be 
consolidated on a mineral soil area like a rock pad to reduce the number of sites used 
and to avoid, as much as possible, any areas of scorched tundra”.  EC would like to 
know what type of material is being proposed for open burning and approximately how 
much?  EC recommends that the proponent refer to the attached guidelines by the 
Government of Nunavut in regards to open burning.  Should open burning be permitted, 
EC recommends that this does not take place on the tundra soil, and only rock or gravel 
pads are used.  Furthermore, there is no referral to a Waste Management Plan, where 
typically incineration issues are addressed.  A Waste Management Plan should be in 
place and if such a plan exists EC would like to review the plan. 
 
Demobilization: 
Section 3.4 Drilling materials and fuel states that all fuel and fuel infrastructure will be 
removed to Rankin Inlet for local disposal or sale.  Does the proponent have 
confirmation from the community of Rankin Inlet for disposal of all possible materials that 
are not sold? Confirmation should be obtained and attached to the Abandonment & 
Restoration Plan.   
 
Diamond Drilling Activities: 



As per EC’s comments on the previous A&R Plan, EC requests the inclusion of 
abandonment and restoration procedures for diamond drilling activities in the A&R Plan.  
EC recommends the following practices: 

• Drilling wastes from land based drilling shall be disposed of in a sump such that 
the contents do not enter any water body. 

• All sumps shall be backfilled upon completion of drilling and contoured to match 
to surrounding landscape.  

• If an artesian flow is encountered, the drill hole shall be immediately plugged and 
permanently sealed.  
 

Should you have any questions regarding the foregoing, please contact me at 867-669-
4772 or via e-mail at savanna.levenson@ec.gc.ca 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Savanna Levenson 
Environmental Assessment Specialist 
Environmental Protection Operations 
 
 
c.c:  Carey Ogilvie, Head EA North, Environment Canada 
 Anne Wilson, Water Pollution Specialist, Environment Canada 
 Helen Yeh, Government of Nunavut 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:savanna.levenson@ec.gc.ca


 
Government of Nunavut’s guidelines on open burning:  
 
 

 


