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Refer to: 
 Local Master List (where applicable): FIELD SAMPLING 
 Local Master List (where applicable): SUB-SAMPLING 

 
 
5.8  HANDLING OF SAMPLES 
 
ALS procedures for sample handling include transportation conditions, receipt, handling, protection, 
storage, retention, and disposal. The procedures are designed to protect the integrity of the test samples 
and the interests of the customer and ALS. 
 
ALS requests that our customers use our Chain of Custody (COC) for every shipment of samples.  The 
form includes sufficient space to record field sampling date, time and location of sampling, sample ID and 
information relating to the integrity of the field sample. COCs are shipped with field supplies, and are also 
available on the alsenviro.com web site.   
 
Samples are given a unique identification upon receipt. The identification is retained by the sample 
throughout its life in the laboratory, and ensures samples are not confused either physically or in records 
or reports. Where appropriate, the system allows for subdivision of test items and transfer within and from 
the laboratory. 
 
Abnormalities or other departures from specified sampling or transportation procedures are documented. 
Where there is doubt concerning the integrity of the sample, its identification or suitability for testing, or 
the requested tests, the customer is consulted for further instructions before proceeding, and the 
discussion is documented.   
 
All ALS locations have appropriate facilities to securely maintain sample integrity, both before testing and 
where archiving for future testing is required. Sample storage and handling criteria are recorded in 
individual test methods. Traceability and monitoring of critical temperatures is maintained and discussed 
in section 5.6.  
 

Refer to: 
 Local Master List: SAMPLE RECEIPT AND LOGIN 
 Local Master List: SAMPLE STORAGE 

 
 
5.9  ASSURING THE QUALITY OF TEST RESULTS 
 
ALS has established quality control (QC) procedures for monitoring the validity of tests performed by its 
laboratories. Individual test methods specify the in-batch quality control requirements, frequency of use 
and data quality objectives. Where appropriate, in-batch QC is recorded on control charts to detect 
trends, statistical techniques are used to monitor method performance, and planned action is taken to 
correct problems and prevent incorrect results from being reported. In-batch QC tools include reference 
samples, control samples and standards, verification standards, blanks, duplicates, surrogates and spikes 
as appropriate to the field of testing. 
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ALS laboratories participate in an extensive proficiency testing program where available. Where 
appropriate proficiency testing samples are not available, other monitoring tools are used. 
 
Samples may be maintained for retesting where the integrity of the test result will not be compromised by 
the additional storage time. 
 
All test data is reviewed and approved prior to release to the customer. The data review process includes 
manual transcription review, data-set review, inter-parameter relationship evaluation where appropriate to 
the tests performed, and report review. Manual transcriptions are reviewed for transcription errors.  Data 
set review is conducted by authorized individuals and includes confirmation that quality control criteria are 
met and that anomalous data are qualified.  Report review confirms that requested tests have been 
carried out and that all report information and formatting is correct for the specific customer. 
 

Refer to: 
 Local Master List: DATA QUALITY AND METHOD OBJECTIVES 
 Local Master List: RECHECKS 
 Local Master List: CONTROL CHARTS 
 Local Master List: RELATIONAL CHECKS 
 Local Master List: PROFICIENCY TESTING PROGRAMS 
 Local Master List: DATA VALIDATION AND AUTHORIZATION 

 
 

5.10 REPORTING RESULTS 
 
All information listed below is either included in the final report or kept on file at ALS in the case of 
abbreviated or customized reports, and can be provided upon request. 
 

• Title 

• Name and address of the laboratory issuing the report 

• Location where each test was conducted 

• Unique identification of the test report on each page, and the total number of pages 

• Customer name and address 

• Identification of test method(s) used 

• Unique identification of each sample, description of the sample such as matrix and customer 
identification, and condition where applicable 

• Date of sample receipt 

• Date of analysis 

• Test results and units 

• Report Qualifiers 

• Name, function, and signature of the person authorizing the report 

• Statement that the results relate only to the samples identified in the report 
 
Other information necessary for the interpretation of results or requested by the customer may also be 
included in reports, such as test method deviations or exclusions, specific test conditions, uncertainty 
estimations, date of sampling, location of sampling and other sampling information.  
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Statements of compliance, opinions and interpretations may be included on test reports for specific 
analyses. In all such cases, the basis on which they have been made will be documented, and they will 
be clearly identified in the test report.  
 
ALS obtains subcontract laboratory results in hard or electronic reports. When these results are 
presented to the customer in ALS reports, the identification of the subcontractor is clearly indicated on the 
final report. 
 
When test reports are transmitted by telephone, facsimile, e-mail or other electronic means, the 
procedure for protecting the integrity and confidentiality of data includes:  

 only providing results to those individuals specified by the client for each sample submission 
 use of a standardized facsimile cover page that relates the procedures to follow if received in error 
 use of an e-mail footer that relates the procedures to follow if received in error 

 
It is ALS practice to never disclose information about a client’s analysis to a third party without the prior 
consent of the client, or unless compelled to by law. If we are obligated by law to disclose such 
information, we will inform the client prior to doing so. 
 
Final results are reported in a manner that minimizes the possibility of misunderstanding or misuse. 
 
Test report amendment(s) are made by issuing a replacement report identifying that a revision was made 
and describing all changes in the cover page comment section. 
 
Refer to:   

 Local Master List: REPORTING TEST RESULTS 

 
 
6.0 REFERENCES 
 

ISO/IEC 17025:2005(E) General Requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories, 

Second Edition, 2005-05-15.  L:\Quality System Documents\External Documents\17025 (E) 2005.pdf

 

Program, policy and guidance documents of the following accreditation bodies: 

 Canadian Association for Environmental Analytical Laboratories (CAEAL), located at: 

www.caeal.ca 

 Standards Council of Canada (SCC), located at: www.scc.ca 

 American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA), located at: www.aiha.org 

 National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC), located at: 

www.epa.gov/nelac 
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