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Comment Submissions Received (January 15, 2010) 

 
On or before January 15, 2010 the NIRB received comments from the following parties: 

 Qikiqtani Inuit Association (QIA) 
 Government of Nunavut - Department of the Environment (GN-DOE) 
 Alliance of Natural History Museum of Canada 
 British Antarctic Survey – Natural Environment Research Council 
 Canadian Museum of Nature 
 Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research (INSTAAR)  
 Ottawa Palaeontological Society 
 Society of Vertebrate Palaeontology (SVP) 









































 
 
 
 
January 14, 2010 
 
 
 
Kelli Gillard 
Technical Advisor 
Nunavut Impact Review Board 
Box 2379, Cambridge Bay 
Nunavut X0E 0C0 
  
Dear Ms. Gillard: 
  
In am writing on behalf of the Alliance of Natural History Museum of Canada (ANHMC) 
concerning the review of Weststar Resources Corporation's proposal to mine coal on 
Ellesmere Island (NIRB 09EN067 Ellesmere Island Coal Project). 
  
The Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada is a consortium of 16 museums and 
related institutions.  Members of the Alliance have national, provincial or territorial 
mandates for the documentation, preservation and interpretation of Canada's natural 
heritage. That mandate includes the stewardship and interpretation of Canada's significant 
palaeontological record. 
  
As stewards of Canada's palaeontological heritage, the Alliance would like to comment 
on the proposal to mine coal on Ellesmere Island.  Ellesmere Island, and the Strathcona 
Fiord area in particular, has a diverse fossil record of national and international scientific 
significance. This record includes documentation of the first invasion of land habitats by 
vertebrate animals 375 million years ago, and preservation of plants and animals 
associated with a 55 to 50 million-year-old temperate rain forest. These and other fossil 
sites document habitats and fossil species found nowhere else on the planet.  In 
addition, many fossil sites on Ellesmere Island document warmer periods in earth history 
and provide tangible evidence that is contributing to the scientific study of the potential 
effects of climate change on modern ecosystems.  
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Given the importance of this palaeontological record, mining in this area should be 
approached with caution and with due consideration for the preservation of this fossil 
legacy. As such we support the recommendations and conditions in the review of this 
mining project by the Nunavut Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth.  
Fossils are a non-renewable resource and we would hope that mining in the Strathcona 
Fiord area will not jeopardize that legacy. 
  
Sincerely,   

 
Anne Chafe, Vice-President, Alliance of Natural History Museums (ANHMC) 
  On behalf of the President  
 
Attach.  
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Member Institutions Membres   
 
REGULAR MEMBERS  
 
Pauline Rafferty 
Chief Executive Officer 
Royal British Columbia Museum 
675 Belleville Street 
Victoria, British Columbia  V8W 9W2 
Web Site: www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca 
 
Chris Robinson 
Acting Executive Director 
Royal Alberta Museum 
12845 – 102 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta  T5N 0M6 
Web Site: www.royalalbertamuseum.ca 
 
Andrew Newman 
Executive Director 
Royal Tyrrell Museum of Paleontology 
Box 7500 
838 Midland Provincial Park 
Drumheller, Alberta  T0J 0Y0 
Web Site : www.tyrellmuseum.com 
 
Dr. Harold Bryant 
Acting Director and Chief Curator 
Royal Saskatchewan Museum 
2445 Albert Street 
Regina, Saskatchewan  S4P 4W7 
Web Site: www.royalsaskmuseum.ca 
 
Claudette Leclerc 
Executive Director 
The Manitoba Museum  
190 Rupert Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3B 0N2 
Web Site: www.manitobamuseum.mb.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/
http://www.royalalbertamuseum.ca/
http://www.tyrellmuseum.com/
http://www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/
http://www.manitobamuseum.mb.ca/


 

2009 10 16                                                                                                               Page 2 

Charles-Mathieu Brunelle  
Directeur général, Muséums nature de Montréal  
4101, rue Sherbrooke Est,  
Montréal, (Québec) H1X 2B2  
Tél.: 514 872-1450  
 Web Site: www.MuséumsnaturedeMontréal 
 
Barbara Cameron 
Director  
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
P.O. Box 1320 
Quarter Mile North West, Highway 4, Ingraham Trail 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories  X1A 2L9 
Web Site: www.pwnhc.ca 
 
Brian Groves  
A\Museums Unit Manager 
Yukon Beringia Interpretive Centre 
Box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2C6 
Web Site : www.beringia.com 
 
Bill Greenlaw 
Executive Director 
Tourism, Culture and Heritage 
Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History 
1747 Summer Street 
Halifax, NS  B3H 3A6 
Web Site: nature.museum.gov.ns.ca 
 
Jane Fullerton 
Executive Director 
New Brunswick Museum 
277 Douglas Avenue  
Saint John, New Brunswick E2K 1E5 
Web Site: www.gnb.ca 
 
Anne Chafe 
Director  
Provincial Museum 
The Rooms Corporation of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
P.O. Box 1800, Stn. C. 
St. John's, Newfoundland   A1C 5P9 
Web Site: www.therooms.ca 
 
 

http://www.mus%C3%A9umsnaturedemontr%C3%A9al/
http://www.pwnhc.ca/
http://www.beringia.com/
http://www.nature.museum.gov.ns.ca/
http://www.gnb.ca/
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William Thorsell 
Chief Executive Officer  
The Royal Ontario Museum 
100 Queen's Park  
Toronto, Ontario  M5S 2C6 
Web site: www.rom.on.ca 
 
 
Joanne DiCosimo 
President and CEO 
Canadian Museum of Nature  
P.O. Box 3443, Station “D” 
Ottawa, ON  K1P 6P4 
Web Site: www.nature.ca 
 
Dr. John Nightingale 
President 
Vancouver Aquarium 
P.O.Box 3232 
Vancouver, B.C.  V6B 3X8 
Web Site: www.vanaqua.org 
 
 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
 
David M. Green, Professor 
Director  
Redpath Museum, McGill University 
859 Sherbrooke St. W. 
Montreal, Quebec H3A 2K6, Canada 
Web Site: www.mcgill.ca/redpath/ 
 
Dr. Bill Rapley 
Executive Director 
Conservation, Education & Research  
Toronto Zoo 
361A Old Finch Avenue  
Scarborough, ON  M1B 5K7 
Web Site: www.torontozoo.com 
 
 
CORRESPONDING MEMBERS  

http://www.rom.on.ca/
http://www.nature.ca/
http://www.vanaqua.org/
http://www.mcgill.ca/redpath/
http://www.torontozoo.com/


         
 

Director Prof. Nicholas J.P. Owens 
High Cross, Madingley Road 

Cambridge CB3 OET 
United Kingdom 

Telephone (01223) 221400 
Facsimile (01223) 362616    

15 January 2010 
 

To: Nunavut Impact Review Board 
 
It has come as a surprise to many of us here in BAS that Canadian High Arctic areas 
that include the world renowned fossil sites of Strathcona Fjord, but also Beaver 
Lake, Fosheim Peninsula and Bache Peninsula, are now being considered for coal 
deposit exploration.  These sites are, in several instances, utterly unique on this planet 
and all have inestimable value to researchers attempting to understand how the Earth 
and its biodiversity evolved against a background of numerous environmental 
upheavals – a critical issue in the face of the profound changes we are currently 
experiencing.   
 
As yet, the research community has not had time to fully evaluate the scale and nature 
of the palaeo records present in these High Arctic sites, but what is known already is 
revolutionising our understanding of the ancient Arctic environment and various 
aspects of its biota.  Canada has an opportunity to make major contributions to 
deciphering the history of our planet but importantly it also has stewardship of 
something very precious – an exquisitely detailed record of a world long gone but that 
nevertheless has great resonance for our present, and our not to distant likely future, 
environment.  
 
One recognises that energy security is a pressing issue for most nations, that coal is a 
resource that is still relatively common and that it can probably be used more 
effectively than was the case in the past, with new technologies.  Nevertheless Canada 
needs to look very critically at decisions that weigh economic benefits against the 
very real threat of damaging or destroying these quite remarkable deposits and their 
potential to inform our thinking which could even feasibly help us in addressing the 
coming problems of climate change.   
 
Many of my geological colleagues are currently in Antarctica working on further 
fossil records but on behalf of them I would hope that NIRB would propose to the 
Minister at least a 12.4.4b recommendation to allow a full assessment of both the 
fossil record resources and the detailed implications for them of the proposed coal 
mining before any final decisions are taken.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Dr Cynan Ellis-Evans  



UK Arctic Office 





 University of Colorado at Boulder  
 Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Office of the Director 
1560 30th Street 
Campus Box 450 
Boulder, Colorado 80309-0450 
(303) 492-7909 
FAX: (303) 492-6388 
E-mail: James.White@Colorado.edu 
 
 
January 14, 2010 
 
 
        
To the members of the Nunavut Impact Review Board,  
 
I appreciate the opportunity to write to you concerning the proposed Westar coal project.  
 
I am the Director of the Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research (INSTAAR) at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder. INSTAAR has conducted research throughout the Arctic for over 50 years. Its 
scientists are strong advocates for the Arctic and its peoples, as well as the remarkable archives of the 
past that are found in the cold Arctic.  
 
The proposed Westar coal project could damage or destroy sites that contain fossils and other samples 
that form an important part of Nunavut’s history.  The fossils tell us about the history of Arctic plants 
and animals, and are recognized internationally for their scientific importance. They also provide 
important evidence from a time when Earth, especially the Arctic, was warmer. Ultimately, evidence 
from Nunavut’s fossil record can help us better predict and prepare for future climate change.  
 
If the fossil sites in the Westar coal project areas are destroyed the evidence is lost forever, therefore I 
recommend that the Nunavut Impact Review Board advise the Minister, pursuant to article 12.4.4(a) of 
the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement, that the project proposal requires review under Part 5 or 6.   
 
I thank you for your consideration, and request that you keep me informed of the results of this 
screening process. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James W. C. White 
Director, Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research 
Professor, Department of Geological Sciences and of Environmental Studies 

 



100115-09EN067-Ottawa Palaeontological Society Comments-IA2E
From: Jonas Weselake-George [Paleo@ncf.ca]
Sent: January 15, 2010 2:28 PM
To: info@nirb.ca
Subject: Recommendation to the Nunavut Impact Review Board and the
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs

To: Members of the Nunavut Impact Review Board

We would like to make it known that there are those in the Canada's south (as well 
as in Nunavut), outside of the academic community, who understand the importance of 
arctic fossil exploration. These finds are important for understanding Canada's past
and climate, as well as for our national pride and international image.

We urge protection of these sites and recommend that the Nunavut Impact Review Board
advise the Minister, pursuant to article 12.4.4(a) of the Nunavut Land Claim 
Agreement, that the project proposal requires review under Part 5 or 6.

Development should be delayed until the potential damage to our national heritage 
and scientific knowledge is assessed and a solution is found which will ensure that 
the interests of the CSCC and the Canadian scientific community/public are no longer
in conflict.

This is a critical moment for ensuring that a solution can be found,

Sincerely,

Jonas Weselake-George

President, Ottawa Palaeontological Society

(613) 521-4932 , Paleo@ncf.ca
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