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08 October 2025 

NPC File No. 150930 
 
 

 
 
Gizella Hejjas 
Manager, Public Registry 
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) 
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut 
By email: ghejjas@nirb.ca; info@nirb.ca; 
kgillard@nirb.ca 
 
Richard Dwyer 
Manager, Licensing 
Nunavut Water Board (NWB) 
Gjoa Haven, NU 
By email: richard.dwyer@nwb-oen.ca; 
licensing@nwb-oen.ca 
 
Tracey McCaie  
Manager, Land Administration 
Crown Indigenous Relations and Northern 
Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) 
Iqaluit, NU 
By email: tracey.mccaie@canada.ca; 
aadnc.landsmining.aandc@canada.ca; 
isa.qamaniq-mason@canada.ca; 
spencer.dewar@canada.ca; 
jeff.hart@canada.ca; richard.bingley2@rcaanc-
cirnac.gc.ca 

Cory Barker 
A/ Director, Lands, Environment & Resources 
Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KitIA) 
Kugluktuk, NU 
By email: cbarker@lands.kitia.ca;  
tbolt@lands.kitia.ca; khatogina@lands.kitia.ca; 
jamagoalik@kitia.ca 
 
Carson Gillis  
Director, Lands and Resources 
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. (NTI) 
Cambridge Bay, NU 
By email: cgillis@tunngavik.com  
 
Mr. Alexandre Jones Vilela da Silva 
1501253 B.C. LTD (Somerset Minerals Ltd., the 
Proponent) 
Vancouver, BC 
By email: alex.vilela@somersetminerals.com.au 

Dear Gizella Hejjas, Richard Dwyer, Tracey McCaie, Cory Barker, Carson Gillis, Alex Vilela:

RE: [Re-Issuance] NPC File No. 150930 [Coppermine Project] 
 
The following works and activities have been proposed in the above-noted project proposal: 

1. AMENDMENT to mineral exploration activities: Prospecting, aerial & ground-based geophysical surveys, 
sampling, and drilling operations, supported by exploration camps and helicopter, fixed-wing aircraft, snow 
cats, snowmobiles, and ATVs, as appropriate. 

2. Summary of modifications:  
a. Establishment of two new temporary exploration camps (one on IOL, one on Crown Land) 
b. Increase in daily water consumption/waste deposition for camp use and drilling activities (to 299 

m3/day) 
c. Increase in equipment and fuel use 
d. Increased drilling 
e. Construction & maintenance of a winter/ice road between site and Kugluktuk 
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3. Timing, Duration, & Personnel: 
a. 130 days between period 1 January 2026 to 31 December 2028 

i. Construction: 1 January to 30 April 2026 
ii. Operations: 1 January 2026 to 31 December 2028 

b. 20 personnel for a total of 2,600 person-days 
4. Associated NPC File No.: 150589; Associated NIRB File No.: N/A 
5. Location: Kitikmeot Region; [Inuit-Owned and Crown Lands southwest of the community of Kugluktuk] 

 
A complete description of the project proposal reviewed by the Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) can be accessed 
online using the link below. 
 
The NPC has completed its review of the above-noted project proposal and has determined that it is outside the area 
of an applicable regional land use plan. The works and activities associated with this proposal were previously 
reviewed by the NPC, including mineral exploration activities. 
 
The NPC has determined that the above-noted project proposal is a significant modification to the project because of 
the increased activity, personnel, water consumption, and waste deposition. The project proposal requires screening 
by the NIRB under section 12.4.3 of the Nunavut Agreement as amended because it is for a component or activity that 
was not part of the original proposal, and its inclusion is a significant modification of the project. 
 
The NPC is re-issuing this conformity determination to provide a clarification update to project geometries and schedule 
provided by the proponent after the October 7 issuance. The project details, proposed modifications, and decision have 
not changed. 
 
By way of this letter, the NPC is forwarding the project proposal with this decision to the NIRB for screening. Project 
materials are available at the following address: 
https://lupit.nunavut.ca/portal/registry/registry.aspx?appid=150930. 
 
This decision applies only to the above-noted project proposal as submitted. Proponents may not carry out projects 
and regulatory authorities may not issue licenses, permits, and other authorizations in respect of projects if a review 
by the NPC is required.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at the email address or telephone number below. 
 
Sincerely, 

Daniel Haney (he/him) | ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᕼᐊᐃᓂ 
Senior Planner 
Nunavut Planning Commission 

 dhaney@nunavut.ca 

 (867) 979-3444 ext. 1002 or (867) 222-5265 
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