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RJ%: Exploratory Diamond Drilling for Ferguson Lake I'roject, Nunavut.

Dear Mr, Krause:

This letler is Lo advise that The Department of TFisheries and Occans, Tiish [labitat
Management (DFO-FHM) reccived the project proposal information and Water Ticente
Application Torm, submitled by the Nunavut Water Board, regarding exploratory diamons!
drilling for the Perguson Lake Project , Nunavut. The projected tiine schedule is April 15,
2003 to December 31, 2004, DIFO-FIIM's assessment takes into consideration primarily
fish and fish habitat related concerns. Thave reviewed the plans for the proposed work.

Qperations in or pear waler may resull in the harmful alteration, disruplion or destruction
of fish habitat, which is prohibited under Section 35 of the Fisheries Act. The following
witigation measures, along with mitigation measures indicated in the project propusal,
are intended W prevent any polentially harmful impacts to fish and fish habitat.

e If avtesian flow is encountered, drill holes should be plugged and permuncntly sculed
upon complelion of the project.

o All disturbed arcas should be slabilized and re-vepetaled as required, upon
completion of work, and restored to a pre-disturbed state.

v No malerial should be left ou the ice when there is polential for that material (o enter
the water (i.e. spring break-up).

o If the drilling requires water in suflicient volume that the souree water body iy e
drawn down plcase submit details (volume required, size of water body, fish species
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Extraction of waler via inlake {rom any water body is prohibitcd unJ]cr Section 30 of the
Fisheries Act unless the entrance of the intake is properly scretned o prevent the
oitcaimment of fish, Kefer Lo the Freshwater Intake End-of-Pipe Fish Screen Guidcling
(DFQO 1995), available upon request. No fish entrapment during water 1wemoval will
occur as long as the following mitigation measures are pursucd.

o Lnsure thal the holes o the screen are small enough that no fish of any size can pass
through the screen and inlo the intake.

¢ Make cerlain that the fish guard or sereen is properly maintained ina rood and
elficient state of repair, and do not permil its removal excepl for rencwal or repair,

¢ During the time in which a renewal or zepair is being conducted, the entiance of the
watfer intake must be closed in order to prevent the passage of {isl o the intake.

Depositing delelerious substances into fish bearing waters is prohibited as stated wnrler
Subsection 36(3) of the Fivheries Act. The following are additional hucasures to mitigate
babitat disturbance or loss as well as the deposition of dele(erious suﬁsl;mcus,

e Sediment and crosion conirol measures should be implemented prior 1o, el
maintained during the work to prevent sediment entry into the waler during a spring
thaw.

o  Drill cullings should be disposed of in a sump such (hat they dd pot enter any watel
body. The use of biodegradable, salt free drill additives is encouraged over non-
biodegradable types. Il is preflerred, however, that drill cuftings are Mown oul i)
properly disposed ol at an approved dumpsite.

¢ All wasles, drill cutlings, sewage containments and fucl cuches must be located a
mininmum of thirty (30) metres [rom the normal high water mark of any waler budy.
Impermeable spill mats or plastic sheets as well as cfficient) contaimment bering
should be incorporated into (hese caches to casure thal contaminants do not enter
waler bodics, ;

o  All activitics, including inaintenance procedures and vehicular }cl’uuiling, shouwld b
controlled 1o prevent the entry of petroleum products, sediment, debris, mbble, or
other deleterious snbstavees into the water.  Impermeable spil]l mats, drip pans or
other measures Lo prevent ground or ice contamination should also be used when
refuclling equipment on site, Tnsure that refuclling activilics are conducted at Jeist
thirly (30) metres away (rom the normal high water mark of any {lvulc.r body.

o If any fuel is to be brought to the campsite, have available an extra fuel stormge
conlainer equal o or bigger than the size of the largest fuel contdiner. This container
can be used o replace any exisling container showing signs oFllc:\kugc. Cheek for
container leaks on a daily basis and prepare any visible Jeaks {iruncdiotely. JEnsuoe
that spill kits arc readily available at all times.

o All spills of vil, fucl, or other delcterious taterial should be reported innnediately t
the 24-Hour Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.
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I the proposed work is carried out as described in e plans provided to DIEQ-FHM and it
the additional itigation measures speeificd above are implemented, the propored work
will not be considerced as contravening Subsection 35(1) of the Fisheries Act which reuds:

"No person shall carry on any work or undertaking that results in the
harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish liabitar.”

Therelore, an authorization under Subsection 35(2) of the Fisheries Act will pol by
necessary. If a havmlul alleration, disruption or destruction of fish habitut and/or the
deposition of deleterious substances into fish bearing waters oceurs as a result of a
change in the plans for the proposed works or failure to implement the additional
initigation measures  specified  above, prosecution under Subsection 35(1)  and/et
Subsection 36(3) of Lhe Fisheries Act may be initiated.

Please note that this letter of advice will apply for the period of the curent Jease. If you

have any questions concerning the mitigation measures or should there be any changes (o
the proposed work, please contact me at (867) 979-80) L or by lax at (807) 979-§079.

o

Jelf Wilson
Habitat Management Coardinator
Departinent of Fisheries and Qccans - JZastern Arctic Area

c.c. Gladys Joudrey, NIRB, fax (867) 983-2574
Phyllis Beaulicu, NWI3 (NWB2FERQ3--), fax (867) 360-6369
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