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RE:
NIRB 08EN067- Notice of Part 4 Screening for MMG Resources Inc.'s "MolyMag Campsite" Project Proposal
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the Nunavut Impact Review Board’s (NIRB) Part 4 Screening for MMG Resources Inc.'s "MolyMag Campsite" Project Proposal.  The following specialist advice has been provided pursuant the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, the Migratory Birds Convention Act, and the Species at Risk Act.
MMG Resources Inc. (MMG) has applied for an amendment to their land use permit for the addition of a campsite to their existing project.  The campsite is located approximately 175km from the community of Kugluktuk.  The campsite will accommodate a maximum of 30 people and will consist of 10-12 tents including a kitchen and dry facilities.  The camp will be accessed by a float plane and the project area will be accessed by helicopter.  The project would be conducted between March and October 2010-2012, with an annual shutdown from November to February.  
Comments and recommendations submitted for the project on August 28, 2008 in response to the NIRB Part 4 Screening (08EN067) would apply to this amendment application (see attached).   In addition to those comments, Environment Canada provides the following comments and recommendations for the Nunavut Impact Review Board’s consideration.
Recommendations

Waste Disposal

· In the Kitikmeot Inuit Association Application for Access to Inuit Owned Land, document states that “waste will be contained in a pit dug below the outhouse,” however, it continues to say “if possible, a small, portable, duel-chambered incinerator will be used to incinerate waste produced from a pacto toilet.”  
Raw sewage should not be burned in batch incinerators that are typically used in the north.  Raw sewage has high moisture content and low heat content that will increase operating costs dramatically and lead to poor incinerator performance. It is unlikely that the sewage will be completely combusted and could lead to the release of pathogens into the environment. The high moisture materials can leak from the incinerator hearth and lead to equipment damage and present health hazards to workers.

Raw sewage should only be burned in incineration equipment designed for this type of waste. If MMG decides to pursue sewage sludge incineration, it should provide the Board with the design specifications of the incinerator and a letter from the manufacturer stating that this equipment is suitable for burning this type of waste.  Information should include type of incinerator (make, model, year, etc.) and the types and quantities of waste to be burned.

· Environment Canada recommends the use of an approved incinerator for the disposal of combustible camp wastes. The proponent is considering onsite incineration as another waste disposal option. EC has developed a Technical Document for Batch Waste Incineration, and is available at the following web link:  http://www.ec.gc.ca/drgd-wrmd/default.asp?lang=En&n=82401EC7-1.  The technical document provides information on appropriate incineration technologies, best management and operational practices, monitoring and reporting. This information should be incorporated into an incineration management plan for the camp. EC would like the opportunity to review this plan prior to implementation.
Fuel/Spill Contingency
· Please note that the number listed for Environment Canada in Section 4.0, page 5 of the Spill Contingency Plan should be updated to 867-975-4644.  

If there are any changes in the proposed project, EC should be notified, as further review may be necessary.  If you should have any questions regarding the foregoing please contact Environment Canada via email at EC.EA.NU@ec.gc.ca.

Yours truly,
Original signed by

Carrie Spavor

Environmental Assessment Coordinator

c.c: 
Carey Ogilvie (Head, Environmental Assessment-North, EPO, Yellowknife, NT)


Ron Bujold (Environmental Assessment Technician, EPO, Yellowknife, NT)
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