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Our file - Notre référence
Ms. Gladys Joudrey

Environmental Assessment Officer

Nunavut Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 2379

Cambridge Bay, Nunavut

X0E 0C0

Dear Ms. Joudrey:

Re: Renewal of Water Licence NWB2HOP0002

In response to your request for comments dated November 2, 2001, the Water Resources Division has considered the application submitted by Hope Bay Joint Venture and has the following comments and recommendations.

During the spring of 2001, the Licensee completed the installation of a sewage treatment system (RBC).  This system produces liquid effluent and sludge wastes and Part E, Condition One and Three of the current Licence must be amended to apply specifically to the disposal of these wastes (see Figure 1).  

In the past, this site has had a high incidence of fuel spills and the DIAND Inspector has noted difficulties in locating the site of the spills to investigate the environmental impact, remediation efforts, and determine if file closure is appropriate.  It is recommended that the License include a requirement that GPS coordinates of all spills be included in the spills report.  Also, the design of the bulk fuel storage site (Figure 3) does not include elements that would prevent or contain spillage from fuel drums.  Storing the fuel drums on grass impedes the early detection of leaks.  The risk to the environment can be reduced by storing the barrels in a smaller area, on a flat storage pad.  Regular inspections of this area should be conducted to ensure early detection and mitigation of leaks and spills. 
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During the August 2001 inspection of the site, the DIAND Inspector noted that non-combustible waste were being stockpiled since removing the wastes from the site was no longer feasible.  The manner in which these wastes are stored may result in windblown litter and debris (see Figure 2).  The current Licence requires that the method of disposal be approved by the Board and the current method is an unacceptable long-term option and it is recommended that the wastes be contained.

Finally, the current Licence does not specify a maximum rate of water usage, although it is expected that water usage is relatively low at this site, including a maximum value should be considered to ensure that License conditions are consistent.

Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 975-4548 or by e-mail at johnsonmi@inac.gc.ca.


Sincerely,

Original signed by:
Michelle Johnson

Kitikmeot/Kivalliq Regional Coordinator

cc.
Rita Becker, Licensing Administrator

Nunavut Water Board
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Figure 1. Sewage effluent discharge point; 2001/08/12.
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Figure 2. Solid wastes staged prior to eventual disposal; 2001/08/12.
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Figure 3. Bulk fuel storage site; 2001/08/12.      
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