
OVERVIEW OF THE

2001 MAZE LAKE PROJECT

GOLD EXPLORATION PROGRAM
Introduction 

WMC International Limited (Exploration Division) has received mineral exploration rights from NTI to lands in Parcel WC-02/55K,L, and is proposing a gold exploration program there during the summer and fall of 2001.  All activities proposed for this program will be served from a proposed camp near Maze Lake (50 km west of Whale Cove).  62o17’30”N, 93o32’30”W (please see map enclosed).  

The camp will consist of  2 - 10’ x 14’ canvas Jutland tents which will be used for the kitchen and office, and 6- 8 small nylon sleeper tents.  The camp's water supply system will be gravity fed from a raised plastic tank, which will be filled when required from a portable gasoline powered water pump.  An application for the water usage required by the Maze Lake camp will be submitted to the Nunavut Water Board for the 2001 exploration program.

The exploration program proposed for 2001 consists of five major components:

(1)  Mobilization of fuel and camp supplies to their proposed locations prior to May 15.

(2)  Initiation of exploration from Maze Lake Camp on July 16.

(3)  Termination of summer exploration by September 1.

(4)  Evaluation of all data.

(5)  Potential airborne or ground geophysics program in September based upon a positive outcome of summer’s results.

1) Fuel and Camp Supply Mobilization

Fuel located at various WMC caches will be collected and moved to the Maze Lake area in early April.  The timing of this fuel movement is designed to take advantage of snow conditions suitable for transport by Delta (Flex vehicle).  This fuel will be cached at various locales on federal ground within 5 km of the proposed camp.

Camp supplies, which includes lumber, tents, fridge will be mobilized to the proposed location of the camp upon approval of this permit, and prior to deterioration of snow conditions.  These supplies will be shipped from Rankin Inlet.  All supplies will be transported by bombardier and sled.

2) Exploration Programme

The start of the exploration phase of the Maze Lake Project is dictated by the end of the blackout period (May 15 to July 15) established for the Caribou Protection Area.

The camp will become occupied on July 16 by 8 personnel:


2 geophysics technicians required for a gravity survey


1 helicopter pilot


1 cook/camp manager


1 student geologist/till sampler

1 quaternary geologist


1 prospector/till sampler (an Inuit graduate of a local prospecting program)


1 team leader/senior geologist

The camp will be active for 4 weeks from this start date, 

Upon arrival at the camp location, camp personnel will be involved with camp construction and safety related matters for the first two days.

Initial exploration activities from the camp will consist of a gravity survey to be completed in tandem with a till sampling programme.  This work involves the collection of 265 gravity points, plus 350 - 10kg till samples and 350 - 0.5 kg till samples.  All sampling and surveying will be completed by helicopter using a leap frog approach, whereby 1 sampler and surveyor are left at a site to complete their work within the time frame that it requires the helicopter to drop off the second sampler – surveyor pair and return.  This work should take approximately 7 to 10 days to complete and will be completed by the 2 geophysics technicians and the 2 till samplers.

During this initial period, geological mapping of outcrops and prospecting of boulders will be completed by the senior geologist.  An examination of the quaternary geology will also be completed by the quaternary geologist.

Upon completion of the till sampling/gravity survey aspect of the program, the geophysics technicians will leave the field, and the till samplers will assist in prospecting of boulders and mapping of outcrops.

Termination of Summer Programme 

With the completion of the summer field work, the camp will be partially dismantled in preparation for winter conditions.  This shut down will involve:

· Removal of all tents with their corresponding aluminium frames to Rankin Inlet.  

· Removal of all refuse from the site.

· Removal of all helicopter transportable equipment.

Any equipment that cannot be transported by helicopter will be removed by Bombardier during the winter months.  A final check and rehabilitation of the camp area will be completed in Summer 2002.

3)  Evaluation of Data 

· Evaluation of all collected data will occur in Ottawa and/or Denver.  Decisions for future work will be based upon the outcome of this evaluation.

4)  Autumn Geophysics

· Any ground or air geophysics programmes to be based from the camp will be determined by a positive evaluation of the summer field program.

Environmental Impact and Mitigation Measures

· Domestic grey water will be disposed of in a sump. 
· All garbage will be incinerated in a modified barrel incinerator.
· An outhouse will be used for toilet facilities.  All human excrement will be buried at the end of the summer program.
· Combustible garbage ash and non-combustibles will be removed to the municipal dump in Whale Cove.  A letter requesting this for 2001 will be sent to the municipality of Whale Cove in the near future.  Once a letter granting permission is obtained, a copy will be submitted to the KIA. 

· Any ground disturbed in the camp area (ie: sump) will be treated with peat and fertilizer to assist rehabilitation.

Fuels

Fuel caches to support the Maze Lake camp will consist of :

· 2 to 3 Jet B caches -  each cache will consist of 19 barrels (3900 litres) of fuel, and will be situated on federal ground within 5 km of the camp.

· 1 barrel of gasoline will be stored in camp, along with 5 barrels of jet B fuel for camp use.  The main use for the gasoline will be to run small generators and a water pump.

In the event that the permit for Access to Inuit Owned Land is approved prior to the transportation of fuel to the Maze Lake area, a larger cache may be placed near the camp site.

Fuel Spill Contingency Plan 
All fuel storage sites will be at least 30 metres from the high water mark of the nearest water bodies. All fuel caches will have fuel spill response kits including absorbent materials for immediate spill response.  Rinse fuels from pumps will be collected in special containers at all refuelling and fuel transfer points for use in the incinerator.  Fuel drip pans will be used as required.

All fuel spills will be reported by completing and submitting a NUNAVUT SPILL REPORT to the NUNAVUT spill Hotline at 867-920-8130 as well as the KIA Lands Administration Office at 867-645-2810.   

All fuel caches will be inspected daily and recorded in an inspection log.
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