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Dear Ms. Beaulieu:

Re: Anuri Camp Application

The Water Resources Division has reviewed the water licence application for  the above-mentioned undertaking.  

The Anuri Camp will accommodate a maximum of 70 persons; sewage will be handled using a septic tank style, biological digester.  The Licensee plans to discharge grey water  to a sump and dispose of the sludge using tank trucks on a proposed winter road (assuming that the system will require sludge removal on an annual basis).   If the Licensee does not intend to dispose of sewage sludge at the site, the License need only address the grey water disposal.  I suggest that the standard condition requiring a 30 metre separation from the ordinary high water mark be applied and that monthly sampling be required at an SNP site located down gradient from the sump.  It would also be beneficial for the Licensee to analyse the effluent for biological oxygen demand and suspended solids in order to assess the effectiveness of this treatment technology and the quality of the effluent.  Although the License application did not provide information as to the expected effluent quality, it would be useful from a regulatory standpoint to impose standards at the point of discharge.
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The Licensee has stated that solid waste will be incinerated at the site and/or removed via aircraft to the Yellowknife Landfill.  If wastes will be stockpiled, they must be contained to prevent windblown litter and debris.  In addition, the Licensee should ensure that surface water is directed away from the storage site to prevent leachate contamination of the surrounding area.  Drainage of this area should be monitored to ensure that water is not ponding in the vicinity of the waste and that the production of leachate is prevented.

It is recommended that the License include a requirement that GPS coordinates of all spills be included in the spills report.  Also, the design of the bulk fuel storage site should include elements that would prevent or contain spillage from fuel drums.  Storing the fuel drums on grass impedes the early detection of leaks.  The risk to the environment can be reduced by storing the barrels in a smaller area, on a flat storage pad.  Regular inspections of this area should be conducted to ensure early detection and mitigation of leaks and spills. 

In terms of the Licensee’s request to conduct drilling within a 30 metre proximity of Napaktulik Lake, a stream or a smaller lake in the area, I am unaware of an existing License that permits such activity.  Perhaps the Licensee can submit a plan to the NWB on an annual basis that describes proposed drilling locations and the site conditions at those within the 30 metre buffer.  It may be best to evaluate the drill sites on a case by case basis rather than granting blanket approval for this activity.  In addition, harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat is prohibited under Section 35 of the Fisheries Act and no construction or disturbance of any stream/lake bed or banks of any definable watercourse is permitted unless authorized by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans.

Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at the number above or by e-mail at mcchristiem@inac.gc.ca.
Sincerely,

Original signed by:
Michelle McChristie

Kivalliq/Kitikmeot Regional Coordinator

c.c.:
Water Resource Officer
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