
Page 1 of 11 

Community Consultation / Communication Log –  
Nordgold (Northquest Ltd.) Pistol Bay Project 

March 24, 2017 10:56PT 
 
 

(Acronyms :) DL = Denise Lockett, SR = Stan Robinson, DS = David Smith, SAO = Settlement 
Administrative Officer, EDO = Economic Development Officer, HTO = Hunters and Trappers 
Organization, NIRB = Nunavut Impact Review Board, NPC = Nunavut Planning Commission, GN = 
Government of Nunavut, NWB = Nunavut Water Board, INAC = Indigenous and Northern Affairs 
Canada,  KIA = Kivalliq Inuit Association,  

 
Date Time Contact Details 

    
7 Jul, 
2016 

1:30 Municipal Council, Hamlet of Whale 
Cove 

SR and DS attended the bi-weekly council meeting, outlining the 
company’s plan for the upcoming season and answering questions. The 
council supported the proposed work program. 

Oct 6, 
2016 

1:30 Municipal Council, Hamlet of Whale 
Cove 

DS attended the bi-weekly council meeting, informing the group that the 
exploration program had come to an end for the season, and describing 
the nature of the work. Questions regarding the program were 
answered, and plans for the future explained. The council expressed on-
going support for Northquest’s exploration activities near the community. 

Nov 17, 
2016 

 Municipal Council, Hamlet of Whale 
Cove 

DS planned to attend the council meeting at Whale Cove, but couldn’t 
get to the community because of the weather. 

Nov 18, 
2017 

 Mayor of Whale Cove DS met mayor of Whale Cove at Rankin Inlet airport. Discussed DNLUP 
and community issues 

Nov 29, 
2016 

1:16 
pm 

Mayor of Whale Cove DS email to Mayor Stanley Adjuk expressing regrets that the meeting in 
Whale Cove scheduled on Nov 17 did not take place. Also expressed 
the company’s position on the DNLUP, and suggested the Municipality 
may want to make its views known to the NPC before the Public Hearing 
submission deadline on 13 Jan 2017. 

Dec 17, 
2016 

3:26 
am 

Mayor of Whale Cove DS email to Mayor of Whale Cove, asking if he would like assistance in 
making a submission to the NPC re the DNLUP. 

Jan 4, 
2017 

8:39 
am 

Mayor of Whale Cove Mayor of Whale Cove email to DS, saying they would probably need 
help in getting a submission together for the NPC.  
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Jan 5, 
2017 

 Mayor of Whale Cove DS email to Mayor of Whale Cove saying it is probably too late to put 
together a detailed submission from the community to the NPC, but 
suggested that if the people do support exploration, even a brief note to 
NPC saying that would be beneficial. 

Feb 6, 
2017 

2:15 Hamlet of Whale Cove, KIA, HTO Email to, from DL re: I  am working with Northquest who is interested in 
coming into Whale Cove the week of February 20.  We would plan to 
come into Whale Cove on February 21 around 12:30 so could meet in 
the afternoon/evening if that would work out. 
 
Would it be possible to meet with Hamlet Council, the KIA CLARC and 
the HTO that week ? The purpose would be to discuss proposed 
exploration activities this year as well as to interview prospective 
employees. 
 
Thanks and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Feb 7, 
2017 

07:35 KIA Rankin Inlet, Brenda Osmond Email from, to DL re: Hi Denise,
 
Luis will be on duty travel that week. The CLARC members should be 
available, you can contact the CLO Elizabeth Voisey 
clowhale@kivalliqinuit.ca to see if they are available that day. 
 
Brenda 
 

Feb 7, 
2017 

08:05 Hamlet of Whale Cove CEDO 
Natasha Nipisar 

Email from, to DL re: Hi Denise,
 
I talked with our SAO here in Whale Cove and he said 
the Chamber room will be in use February 20,21 2017 
from 8:30am to 5:00pm by the Wellness Program. 
So I was unable to get a confirm for the 3:00pm meeting 
with the Hamlet Council, HTO and KIA CLO. 
But would it be ok to have the meeting with the Mayor 
Hamlet Council, HTO, KIA CLO after 5:00pm then Public 
meeting at 7:00pm please let me know if this will be ok  
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Thanks      
 
Natasha Nipisar  
Community Economic Development Officer 
 

Feb 7, 
2017 

11:36 Hamlet of Whale Cove CEDO Email to, from DL re: > Hi Natasha:
> Your last email said meetings on the 20th but we won't be 
in until the 
21st. 
> Denise 
 

Feb 7, 
2017 

09:51 Hamlet of Whale Cove CEDO Email from, to DL re: Sorry I told our SAO it's for the 21st 
of February so it's all good 
>  
> Meeting February 21st 2017 6:00pm Mayor, Hamlet Council, 
HTO and KIA  
> CLO Then Public Meeting 7:00pm these meetings are to be in 
the Hamlet  
> Chambers Everyone has been notified except for the KIA CLO 
as she is  
> out of town but will be notified as soon as she comes in 
>  
>  
> Natasha Nipisar 
 

Feb 7, 
2017 

1:11 Hamlet of Whale Cove CEDO Email to, from DL re: Many thanks!
 

Feb 22, 
2017 

15:10 Hamlet of Whale Cove: Stanley 
Adjuk, Mayor 
Leonard Teenar, Hamlet Council 
Sean Nirisa, Hamlet Council 
Elizabeth Voisey, KIA CLO 
Robert Emapik, HTO 
Simon Emapik, HTO 
Mike Panika Sr. Hamlet Council 
Michael Angutituar, HTO 
Lewis Voisey, Hamlet Council 

Denise Lockett, Nordgold consultant 
Stanley Robinson, Nordgold consultant 
 
Stanley welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for an opening 
prayer from Sam Araulak. 
 
Denise thanked Stanley and thanked everyone for coming together to 
meet with Stan Robinson. The purpose of the meeting is to bring 
everyone up to speed on proposed exploration activities,  ask for a 
motion to approve amendments to the NWB Water Licence, an 
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Ryan Kolit, Hamlet Council 
Kaula Jones, Hamlet Council 
Pat Enuapik, KIA Director (MLA 
Constituency Assistant) 
Martha N. Arualak, HTO 
Willy Arualuk, Airport Maintenance 
Sam Arualak, Hamlet Council 
Clayton Croucher, A/SAO 
Suzy Kritterdluk, Hamlet Council, 
interpreter 
 

extension to the KIA Land Use Licence, and approval from the Hamlet to 
use the landfill to backhaul waste. 
 
Stan went through a power point presentation (copies will be provided to 
the KIA, HTO and Hamlet) and asked for questions at any time. 
 
Lewis: why is it called the Pistol Bay Project? Its closer to Wilson Bay 
Stan: it is a carry over from previous exploration. Even though it is 

closer to Wilson Bay, another explorer had called it the Wilson 
Bay Project, and when Northquest took over, it was called the 
Pistol Bay Project. 

Stan A: it shouldn’t be called the Pistol Bay Project. 
Stan R:  we can make a recommendation to Nordgold – since the 

company is rebranding from Northquest to Nordgold – to 
work with the community to re-name the project. Do you 
have any suggestions? 

Stan A: not off the top of our heads. Will have to think about it and 
get back to you. 

Stan R Yes, think about it and we can talk about it some more. Maybe 
there is a local place name for the area. 

 
Stan A: Yes, we will talk about it some more. Are you looking for a 

motion here or tonight? 
Denise: Meeting now with Hamlet, KIA CLARC and HTO in order 

to approve/motion for extension to KIA LUP and NWB 
amendments as well as permission from Hamlet to use the 
landfill. Not at tonights meeting. 

 
Stan A: KIA doesn’t have a CLARC any more. Would Hamlet and 

HTO be okay for a motion? 
Denise: yes 
 
Lewis: do you have a location for the new camp? 
Stan R: we need to find a lake that doesn’t freeze to the bottom in 

winter so that we can drill on ice in the winter. The current lake 
near the Vickers target we think, freezes to the bottom, so it isn’t 
useful for that purpose.  We need a water body that we can use 
year round for camp and drilling water. 
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Denise: work with the community to identify an appropriate water 
body. 

 
Sam: suggest you find an appropriate location close to the 

road/access trail and avoid spoiling more land 
Stan R: good advice. Will take that into consideration. 
 
Robert: you said in your presentation that “work has to stop if 

wildlife are in the area”, but I have seen that you are still 
flying helicopters when there are caribou in the area.  Can 
you make this more serious? 

Stan R: Yes, absolutely. Stricter rules in 2017 than have been in 
the past. No longer will ATV’s be allowed for use except in 
emergency. Previous years too much use and impact on the 
tundra. We want to be more responsible. 

 
Break 
 
Pat: you said that your WSCC permit has expired. Will the new one 

be in effect when the camp opens? 
Stan R: yes, relatively easy to renew once you have applied for it. 

We will include a number of plans with the application including 
Spill Plan, Supervisors and emergency contact information. 

 
Robert: if you are going to move camp for winter drilling, does 

there have to be fish in the water? Is the water for camp or drill 
use? 

Stan R: no there doesn’t have to be fish in the water, but if there 
are, they won’t be harmed. The water is for camp and drill use. 
We don’t allow any contamination to go back into the water.  

 
Stan A: all the time we hear from you that “it’s all good”. We aren’t 

dummies. We want specific answers not just “it looks good”. Now 
you want winter drilling. We are going to be on our guard if you 
want to be a mine. 

Stan R: can give you specifics. In order for Nordgold to take this 
project to become a mine, a study was done in March 2016, to 
determine how many ounces of gold we would need to find. We 
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need to discover 2 million ounces of gold. He have discovered 
735,000 ounces. That’s why we are continuing to drill and 
hopefully discover more.  

 
Stan A: what’s the deepest you have drilled? 
Stan R: 480 meters on an angle 
 
Lewis: if a mine starts, will you mill right here? I have heard that ore can 

be trucked out etc. 
Stan R: from what I understand, we would mill on site.  The only 

thing being shipped out would be bars of gold. 10 tonnes of rock 
would get you one ounce of gold. So, for example, the truck of 
Mike’s that we are using, would hold one ounce of gold. 

 
Lewis: so you would need a mill, tailings pond and everything that goes 

with it. 
Stan R: yes 
 
Stan A: its good when locals can work on a project. When your 

drillers are up here, can they train our people to not just be 
night watchmen?  We need drillers and geology training, and 
field assistants? 

Stan R: Nordgold can suggest to our drill contractors, and it can 
be included in their contract, that they train local people to work 
with the drills. The geologists last year identified several people 
to do more with the drill and sampling. 

Denise: the Government of Nunavut puts on Prospector Training 
Programs and if one hasn’t been given in the community, it would 
be helpful if you asked for one. People who have taken the 
training and great for exploration companies to hire. In addition, 
the Drillers Helper Training Program that it run in Arviat – has 
anyone from Whale Cove taken the training? It would be great if 
someone has that Nordgold can hire. Also good, if people from 
Whale Cove take the course. 

 
Stan A: recommended to the company that they shop at the co-

op, and they donate their “points” to the local food bank. The 
revenue from the local co-op goes right back to help the 
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community.  Also we asked the company for help with a 
Scoreboard for the arena, but haven’t seen anything yet.  

Stan R: yes, continue to shop at the Co-op. Know that the 
company is working on a scoreboard, but unfortunately it won’t 
be in place for this hockey season.  

 
Stan A: where and when is the public meeting 
Denise Here is the Hamlet Chambers at 7:00 p.m. Elizabeth Voisey said 

she would go on community radio. 
Suzie: in my experience at camp last year, we were asked to share 

tents. There were two females that shared a tent, the cooks and I 
was asked to share. Didn’t feel comfortable with this. Would like 
to see the company have more respect for people. 

Denise: in exploration camps and in mining, people need to 
always expect to share. Likely the only people to have their own 
tent or room would be the boss.  

 
Stan A: When do you need the motions? Next week is the regular 

council meeting. 
Denise: that’s fine. Can send a draft motion to Clayton if you like. 
 
Stan A: thanks for the meeting. Hope you have a good turn out for 

the meeting tonight. 
 
 

Feb 22, 
2017 

19:30 Whale Cove public meeting, Hamlet 
Chambers 
Susie Kritterdlik (Hamlet Council and 

translator) 
Clayton Croucher, Hamlet A/SAO 
Michael Angtituar 
Jennifer S. 
Manu Nattar 
Guy Enliapik 
Simon 
Kaura 
Don 
David Kritterdlik 

Q: in one of your slides you mention that you got 950,000 oz of gold 
from one locations? 

A: from the mine in Russia. That is a significant amount of gold. 
 
Q: with regards to your current licences, have you been through the 
Land Use Planning? 
Denise have receive a positive conformity determination from NPC that 

activities approved under the Keewatin Land Use Plan. 
A; have some issues with the Draft Land Use Plan, in that some 

activities proposed would be in an area that we wouldn’t be able 
to explore on. They would be in a Restricted Area.  

 
Q: KIA Land use licence – you are waiting for an extension? 
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A: yes, expired in June last year, requested an extension last March 
but didn’t have the work plan for this year. This is something we 
are here to request approval for. 

 
Q: Vickers? 
A: it is the project that is closest to the current camp and the one 

that is the most advanced. 
 
Q: in the local businesses used, you mention the sealift facility 
A: the facilities here. It makes transportation of equipment and 

supplies a lot cheaper for us than flying everything in. 
 
Q: what kind of facilities would you need in the future? 
A: machine shop, repairs, accommodation to name a few 
 
Q: where do you purchase your fuel? 
A: from the Hamlet. We bring in heli fuel as it is not available in the 

Hamlet. We have about 200 drums now that came in on the 
barge, but that is only about a months work of what we need. We 
need about two more barge loads. 

Q: The Hamlet and the HTO recommended that there be no flying 
below 500’, but my wife saw a helicopter flying about 100’ last 
year.  They were scaring the caribou. 

A: that’s not supposed to happen. We can talk with our helicopter 
company to ensure that they know what the rules are. If they 
don’t follow the rules, they can be replaced. 

 
Q: you should have a wildlife monitor that is up at the camp 24/7.  

We have a wildlife officer here in the community but he can’t 
work out at camp.   

Denise can recommend to the company that they have a dedicated 
wildlife monitor to not only keep the field crews/camp safe, 
but to monitor, record and report all wildlife sightings. They 
can advise the crews when to shut down work also. 

 
Q: you are right on the caribou migration route. They come through 

in the Spring, Juuly and August. 
A: saw hardly any near camp last year, but did see a few in an area 
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called “White Rock” 
 
Q: they go through on their way to Northern Manitoba. They come 

North in about March. Calving area at Quartzite Lake.  
 
Q: relocating camp. 
A: with the drilling at the Vickers target,, the idea is to drill on ice – 

need drill/camp water in winter. Current lake likely freezes to the 
bottom. 

 
Q: (discusses possible lakes that could be used). Stay close to the 

access trail and avoid damaging the tundra. 
A: camp move while snow is on the ground. Work with the 

community to identify appropriate location. ATV use will be 
limited to emergency use only. Not like 2016. Rules changing.  

 
Q: selling the quads? The snowmobiles? 
A: no. emergency use. Not day to day use.  
 
Q: plan for the access trail to camp? 
A: try to stay on the same trail all the time. 
 
Q: you will probably have more heli fuel on the sea lift 
A: yes, need more. Have enough for a month. Need two more sea 

lifts. 
 
Q: how far inland will you be exploring? 
A: shows on map – CZ target on KIA surface land.  Likely other 

areas, but Nordgold hasn’t never been up that far yet. 
 
Q: community started here in 1958. Already prospectors were here. 

Prospecting here since 1939. 
A: yes, prospectors on this project since 1960’s. 
 
Q; where do you go next? 
A: Nordgolds only project currently in Canada.  Could be exploring 

in other areas, don’t know. 
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Q: do you keep in touch with Agnico Eagle? 
A: just watch news releases. No formal relationship between the two 

companies. 
 
Q; in future will you be talking with Nunavut Arctic College about 

training? They have just opened up a Community Learning 
Centre here. It would be good to have some training. 

 
Denise Prospectors training through the GN, Arviat has drillers helper 

training. Good to partner with KIA, company and Kivalliq Mine 
Training Program as well the Government of Nunavut. 

 
Q: will you be back before the camp opens? 
A: likely in April or May to interview for positions. Natasha helps us 

to organize that.  
 
Q: plans to hire a dedicated helper for Terry?  
A: yes, would like to have someone on a dedicated rotation that 

Terry could mentor. 
 
 
Thanks for coming out. Draw for prizes. 
 
 

Feb 28, 
2017 

10;28 Whale Cove KIA, Hamlet, HTO, MLA Email to, from DL re: Hi everyone.
 
Thanks again for meeting with us last week. As promised here is the 
presentation we gave. Please contact us at anytime if you have any 
questions. 
 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    



Page 11 of 11 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 


