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BHPB Project Presentation

Kim Scully:
team introduction and project power point presentation of project history and 2004 exploration plans

Questions & Answers:
Question (Elder):
Will you have a bear watcher?

Sig:
We had bear watchers last time, and we expect we will this time also.

Question (Louise):
Regarding hiring “qualified” people. There are not a lot of “qualified” people here. Will there be training?

Kim:
People don’t necessarily need to be “qualified”. We will train people.

Question:
In general, what kind of jobs will be available?

Kim:
Held around the camp, maintenance, kitchen, different environmental surveys. We don’t have a defined set of jobs. We will let Johnny know and he will be the community contact.

Sig:
Last year Boart Longyear hired people to help out on the drills. There is “on-the-job training”. Safety comes first. We don’t want people hurt. Safety is our main priority.

Question:
Clarification on reference to three months? Does that include set up?

Sig:
There will be a 40 person camp and two drills and requirements for plane services. Exploration is not mining. Minimum program will be three months. If there are good results we could be working until October. 

Question (Elder):
How many people will you hire?

Sig:
Don’t know exact number. Some will work with BHPB and some will work with the drill contractors.

Question(2nd elder):
The helicopters here these days? Why are they here now?

Sig:
Other companies are exploring in the area also.

Question(2nd elder):
Sometimes people get lost out on the tundra. Can BHPB help us if this happens?

Sig:
If there is a problem. We can be available to help. Johnny is going to join the Search & Rescue team. Helicopters are available to help.

Question(2nd elder):
Some of the stakes are on the road and get hit by sleds. What are we to do?

Kim:
The stakes can be moved aside. The Government knows that we have put them in the right place, so if they are in the way, it is okay to move them.

Question(2nd elder):
Where you will be working, is an area that we hunt in. Is that okay?

Denise:
BHPB has respect for the safety of our employees and contractors and for the environment. Can hunt but please do not shoot employees or contractors.

Question(Earl Dean): Have gem quality diamonds been found?

Sig:
Kimberlites have been found. Weak to moderately diamondiferous. Still waiting for the results.

Kim:


We have found some microdiamonds.

Question:
Can we help you by dragging some of the equipment you need to the camp by skidoo?

Sig:
Equipment is too heavy. Some equipment weighs 3200 lbs. Need a snowcat, bombardier on a freight sleigh.

Question(2nd elder):
Really unhappy about flying near the ocean in the summertime because of the whales.

Sig:
We changed the direction of the place if whales or caribou are in the area. If there are whales in the area – please advise Johnny and Kim. It is important that we communicate both ways.

Question(2nd elder):
Where the drills are, there are bags torn apart and they are attracting ravens.

Sig:
We will make sure that the drills are left clean and make sure that it doesn’t happen again

Question:
What is in those bags?

Kim:
There were three spots that we were working at. 2 buildings and one with a tower. Bags have sand in them working as a dam. No garbage – just sand.

Wednesday, January , 21, 2004, 9:00 a.m.

Repulse Bay, NU

Hotel coffee shop

In attendance;
Sig Weider

Kim Scully

Denise Burlingame

As the mayor was unable to participate in the community meeting the evening before, Kim walked him through the power point presentation.

Comments:

· herc can land at the airstrip but with only a half load and only during winter.

· Bombardier available for transporting equipment but the operator does not have a licence. Can possible get a licence through Bill Crawford.

· “ we hope there will be something. Jobs”

· If you build an airstrip on the sea ice in order to land the herc, please ensure that it is covered up afterwards so that the youth do not break their necks using the cleared area with their snowmobiles

· Last year there were three complaints:

· Helicopters.  You cannot hear the whales due to the helicopter noise.

· Bags – thought they were chemicals

· Caribou – do not scare the caribou

Here are the comments from the elders in Repulse.

"I went hunting one day I saw some caribou and started chasing them. The

caribou fled from the sound of the skidoo to the drill site. The caribou

stopped near the drill despite the noise and stayed there. The caribou

watched me and was afraid but did not appear to fear the drill. I waited

until the caribou started moving away from the drill then resumed my chase."

"I think it is good to have exploration with the possibility of a mine. It

could provide hope and work for the young people. It is an opportunity for

the young people to get some training and work experience as there are so

few opportunities for our young people. We have heard of exploration in

other communities and I am glad there is some going on around here."

"I hope the helicopters do not disturb us while we are hunting in our

favourite hunting grounds."

"It would be a benefit to our community having help from the company in

matters such as search and rescue as we would have access to a helicopter."

"I hope they are going to make sure that when they work near lakes where we

hunt and fish it will be left clean and unpolluted."

" When I go hunting I don't like too see the stakes and markers that have

been left behind. It looks like garbage that has been left on the tundra."

